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Description

Narrative

Historic Use: Domestic - Single Family House Current Use: Domestic - Single Family House

Plan: L-Shape Stories: 1 Structural System: Platform Frame

Changes to Plan: Slight Changes to Interior: Unknown

Changes to Original Cladding: Intact Changes to Windows: Extensive

Changes to Other:

Other (specify):

Style:

Form/Type:

Cladding:

Foundation:

Roof Type: Roof Material:

Architecture/Landscape Architecture
Study Unit Other

Date of Construction:

Architect:

Engineer:

Property appears to meet criteria for the National Register of Historic Places:No

Property is located in a potential historic district (National and/or local): No

Property potentially contributes to a historic district (National and/or local): No

Builder:

Veneer - Brick

Shingle - 
Concrete/Asbestos

Ranch Hip - Cross Hipped Asphalt / Composition - 
Rolled

Concrete - Poured Single Family

1957 Built Date
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The city of Des Moines is located approximately halfway between Seattle and Tacoma, on the eastern side 
of Puget Sound (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). The town started as a logging community and as a 
real estate venture of F. A. Blasher, who moved from Des Moines, Iowa, to King County in 1888 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007; Lange, 1998). After World War I, Des Moines’ popularity rose when the 
town expanded its dock and ferry service, attracting increased numbers of summer vacationers. The 
population grew quickly after World War II and Des Moines was incorporated as a city in 1959 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007). While some buildings in Des Moines date to the 1920s and 1930s, many 
commercial and residential buildings were constructed during a period of suburban development in the 
1950s and 1960s. On January 31, 1967, Interstate 5 (I-5), which passed through Des Moines on the route 
from Everett to Tacoma, Washington, was completed and established another transportation route, in 
addition to Pacific Highway S (SR 99), for commuters in the area (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007).
The property at 23450 South 27th Avenue in Des Moines, Washington, which is a residential property 
built in 1957, is not eligible for listing in the NRHP. The property is not eligible for the NRHP under 
Criterion A, which applies to buildings that are associated with events that have made a significant 
contribution to the broad patterns of history, as no significant events are associated with this property. To 
be eligible for the NRHP under Criterion B, a property must be directly associated with a person 
considered significant within a historic context whose specific contribution to history has been both 
identified and documented. No such person who meets that definition is linked to this building. The 
property is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion C as it is a typical residential building from the mid-
twentieth century and does not embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of 
construction; it is not the work of a master and does not possess high artistic value. The property is not 
eligible for the NRHP under Criterion D for information potential because the materials and construction 
methods of the building do not convey important information that could contribute to understanding 
history or prehistory. Therefore, the property is not eligible for listing in the NRHP because it does not 
meet any of the eligibility criteria. In addition the property is altered including the replacement of original 
windows and a rear deck addition. As a result, the property has lost integrity of materials and some 
integrity of design. The building retains integrity of workmanship, feeling, setting, location, and 
association.

Construction of the original Highway 1 in the state of Washington commenced in 1913. By October 1923, 
700 miles of a two-lane highway had been completed connecting Vancouver, British Columbia, to the 
Oregon-California border. Just after the highway was completed in 1924, however, plans were begun to 
reroute and improve the conditions of the highway. The project involved creating a new, wider, four-lane 
route further west that would connect Seattle and Tacoma, Washington, more directly (Kramak, 2010). 
The new roadway was completed in 1928 and acquired the title of Highway 1, while the original eastern 
route was renamed Highway 5 (Caster, 2007). The new Highway 1 became known as the Pacific Highway. 
Over the years, various parts of Highway 1 acquired alternative names, including the portion known as 
Pacific Highway S, which starts near Federal Way, Washington, and continues north, through Kent, Des 
Moines, and SeaTac, Washington (Kramak, 2010).
In 1926, Pacific Highway (HWY 1) was included as a numbered U.S. Highway (US 99) (U.S. Route 99, 2013). 
The following decades witnessed the rapid growth of businesses along the highway and the formation of a 
new auto-oriented roadside culture characterized by a proliferation of motels, restaurants, and rest stops 
(Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). Increased automobile ownership changed people’s perceptions 
about distance and allowed populations to sprawl around urban centers, increasing the number of 
residents in suburban towns and cities, including SeaTac, Des Moines, Kent, and Federal Way (Boyles, 
2010).

Statement of 
Significance:
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23450 South 27th Avenue is a one-story, wood frame, ranch style, residential property with an essentially 
L-shaped plan constructed in 1957. The building, which sits on a concrete slab foundation, has a cross 
hipped roof with deep open eaves covered in rolled roofing material. An interior slope brick chimney 
protrudes from the north end of the roof. The exterior walls of the residence are primarily clad in 
asbestos shingles. On the front (west) façade, however, the lower third of the exterior wall is clad in brick 
veneer. The windows appear to be replacements. A plain wood front door that is protected by a metal 
and glass storm door is located just south of center on the front elevation. A small, concrete porch 
accessed by a concrete step leads to the main entrance. Two, two-light horizontal sliding replacement 
windows are located south of the main entrance. North of the main entrance there is a large window 
opening (equal height to the front door) that appears to contain a row of three large, fixed, lights over 
three smaller, fixed lights. The north end of the façade protrudes out and contains a double garage that is 
covered by a front gabled roof. The front gable crosses the primary side gabled roof. The garage is entirely 
clad in asbestos shingles and contains a large, retractable door on the west elevation. Aerial images 
indicate that a large, open deck has been constructed on the north end of the east elevation. The 
property contains a paved driveway and a front and backyard.

Description of 
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Appearance:
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Kent started as an agricultural community before evolving into an industrial center. Early settlers in the 
area enjoyed prime farming due to rich deposits of alluvium in the valley that had made the soil especially 
fertile. Kent experienced a period of financial success in the second half of the nineteenth century, and on 
May 28, 1890, Kent incorporated as a city. Still primarily an agricultural community, Kent suffered from a 
lack of manual laborers after World War II (Stein, 2001). In 1962, the completion of the Howard A. Hanson 
Dam stopped flooding in the area, which attracted developers and manufacturing companies to relocate 
to Kent, accelerating the decline of farming. Three years later, Boeing established the Boeing Aerospace 
Center there. Over the next few decades, warehouses, industrial plants, and eventually technology firms 
came to dominate the local economy (Stein, 2001). This change in industry attracted new residents to 
Kent during the 1950s through the 1970s, and it was during these decades that much of the existing built 
environment was constructed.
The property at 24602 Pacific Highway South in Kent, Washington, which was constructed in 1968 and is 
occupied by Contour Countertops, is not eligible for listing in the NRHP. The property is not eligible for the 
NRHP under Criterion A, which applies to buildings that are associated with events that have made a 
significant contribution to the broad patterns of history, as no significant events are associated with this 
property. To be eligible for the NRHP under Criterion B, a property must be directly associated with a 
person considered significant within a historic context whose specific contribution to history has been 
both identified and documented. No such person who meets that definition is linked to this building. The 
property is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion C as it is a typical mid-twentieth century light 
industrial warehouse and does not embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of 
construction; it is not the work of a master and does not possess high artistic value. The property is not 
eligible for the NRHP under Criterion D for information potential because the materials and construction 
methods of the building do not convey important information that could contribute to understanding 
history or prehistory. Therefore, the property is not eligible for listing in the NRHP because it does not 
meet any of the eligibility criteria. In addition, the building has undergone several massive rear additions 
and the replacement of some original material. As a result, the building has lost some integrity of design 
and materials. The building retains integrity of workmanship, setting, location, feeling and association.

Construction of the original Highway 1 in the state of Washington commenced in 1913. By October 1923, 
700 miles of a two-lane highway had been completed connecting Vancouver, British Columbia, to the 
Oregon-California border. Just after the highway was completed in 1924, however, plans were begun to 
reroute and improve the conditions of the highway. The project involved creating a new, wider, four-lane 
route further west that would connect Seattle and Tacoma, Washington, more directly (Kramak, 2010). 
The new roadway was completed in 1928 and acquired the title of Highway 1, while the original eastern 
route was renamed Highway 5 (Caster, 2007). The new Highway 1 became known as the Pacific Highway. 
Over the years, various parts of Highway 1 acquired alternative names, including the portion known as 
Pacific Highway S, which starts near Federal Way, Washington, and continues north, through Kent, Des 
Moines, and SeaTac, Washington (Kramak, 2010).
In 1926, Pacific Highway (HWY 1) was included as a numbered U.S. Highway (US 99) (U.S. Route 99, 2013). 
The following decades witnessed the rapid growth of businesses along the highway and the formation of a 
new auto-oriented roadside culture characterized by a proliferation of motels, restaurants, and rest stops 
(Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). Increased automobile ownership changed people’s perceptions 
about distance and allowed populations to sprawl around urban centers, increasing the number of 
residents in suburban towns and cities, including SeaTac, Des Moines, Kent, and Federal Way (Boyles, 
2010).
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24602 Pacific Highway South is a massive one-story, 54,210-square foot prefabricated steel, light 
industrial warehouse currently occupied by Contour Countertops. The original section of the building 
(west end), which is the only section of the warehouse actually visible from the public right-of-way, was 
constructed in 1968. Several very large additions were constructed in 1974, 1981, and 2002, resulting in 
the current square footage. Constructed on a poured concrete foundation, the building has an essentially 
rectangular plan and a corrugated metal low-pitch front gabled roof. The exterior walls of the building, 
which are double height, are also clad in corrugated metal. A metal and glass replacement pedestrian 
door is located just north of the center of the front (west) elevation. Three, two-light horizontal sliding 
windows are located south of the main door. Further south are two metal pedestrian doors, one of which 
contains a fixed, single-light window. North of the door (moving south to north) is a two-light horizontal 
sliding window, a metal pedestrian door with a fixed single-light window, and two larger two-light 
horizontal sliding windows. A canvas, quarter barrel convex awning runs along the west elevation, just 
above the front door and the surrounding windows. A three-light horizontal sliding window is positioned 
above the awning, just below the peak of the gable. A small shed roof garage addition projects from the 
south end of the west elevation and contains two large vehicle bays with retractable metal doors on top 
of a raised concrete loading dock. The 1974 full width addition extends from the east elevation of the 
original building, and the 1981 full width addition extends from the east elevation of the 1974 addition. 
Several small shed roof additions with large retractable metal doors on raised concrete loading docks are 
located along the south elevation and may have been part of the 2002 additions. The building is set back 
from the main road, down a long paved driveway. For this reason, the rear and side additions are not 
visible from the public right-of-way.

Description of 
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Kent started as an agricultural community before evolving into an industrial center. Early settlers in the 
area enjoyed prime farming due to rich deposits of alluvium in the valley that had made the soil especially 
fertile. Kent experienced a period of financial success in the second half of the nineteenth century, and on 
May 28, 1890, Kent incorporated as a city. Still primarily an agricultural community, Kent suffered from a 
lack of manual laborers after World War II (Stein, 2001). In 1962, the completion of the Howard A. Hanson 
Dam stopped flooding in the area, which attracted developers and manufacturing companies to relocate 
to Kent, accelerating the decline of farming. Three years later, Boeing established the Boeing Aerospace 
Center there. Over the next few decades, warehouses, industrial plants, and eventually technology firms 
came to dominate the local economy (Stein, 2001). This change in industry attracted new residents to 
Kent during the 1950s through the 1970s, and it was during these decades that much of the existing built 
environment was constructed.
The property at 24816 Pacific Highway South in Kent, Washington, which was constructed in 1957 and 
contains the US Towing Office and an auto body shop, is not eligible for listing in the NRHP. The property 
is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion A, which applies to buildings that are associated with events 
that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of history, as no significant events are 
associated with this property. To be eligible for the NRHP under Criterion B, a property must be directly 
associated with a person considered significant within a historic context whose specific contribution to 
history has been both identified and documented. No such person who meets that definition is linked to 
this building. The property is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion C as it is a typical mid-twentieth 
century commercial building and does not embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or 
method of construction; it is not the work of a master and does not possess high artistic value. The 
property is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion D for information potential because the materials 
and construction methods of the building do not convey important information that could contribute to 
understanding history or prehistory. Therefore, the property is not eligible for listing in the NRHP because 
it does not meet any of the eligibility criteria. In addition, the building has undergone several alterations 
including the replacement of original windows and several rear additions. As a result, the building has lost 
integrity of materials and design. The building retains integrity of workmanship, setting, location, feeling 
and association.

Construction of the original Highway 1 in the state of Washington commenced in 1913. By October 1923, 
700 miles of a two-lane highway had been completed connecting Vancouver, British Columbia, to the 
Oregon-California border. Just after the highway was completed in 1924, however, plans were begun to 
reroute and improve the conditions of the highway. The project involved creating a new, wider, four-lane 
route further west that would connect Seattle and Tacoma, Washington, more directly (Kramak, 2010). 
The new roadway was completed in 1928 and acquired the title of Highway 1, while the original eastern 
route was renamed Highway 5 (Caster, 2007). The new Highway 1 became known as the Pacific Highway. 
Over the years, various parts of Highway 1 acquired alternative names, including the portion known as 
Pacific Highway S, which starts near Federal Way, Washington, and continues north, through Kent, Des 
Moines, and SeaTac, Washington (Kramak, 2010).
In 1926, Pacific Highway (HWY 1) was included as a numbered U.S. Highway (US 99) (U.S. Route 99, 2013). 
The following decades witnessed the rapid growth of businesses along the highway and the formation of a 
new auto-oriented roadside culture characterized by a proliferation of motels, restaurants, and rest stops 
(Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). Increased automobile ownership changed people’s perceptions 
about distance and allowed populations to sprawl around urban centers, increasing the number of 
residents in suburban towns and cities, including SeaTac, Des Moines, Kent, and Federal Way (Boyles, 
2010).
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24816 Pacific Highway South is a one-story, concrete block commercial building constructed in 1957 and 
currently occupied by the US Towing Office and an auto body shop. Constructed on a poured concrete 
foundation, the building has an irregular plan and a flat built-up roof. An awning clad in horizontal wood 
siding wraps around the front and side elevations. A large rectangular, narrow stone interior chimney 
protrudes from the north end of the roof. The south end of the front (west) elevation is clad in a heavy, 
dark, permastone siding. North of the permastone is a row of four large, replacement, fixed, single-light 
windows placed above concrete block veneer. The west elevation north of the row of windows is slightly 
recessed. Within the recessed area, which is clad in vertical wood siding, the main door is located on the 
south wall. The south elevation of the building is also clad in vertical wood siding. The north elevation is 
clad in a mix of permastone, non-original narrow concrete block veneer, and vertical wood siding. The 
west end of the elevation contains a fixed, single-light replacement window. A large flat roof rectangular 
plan, concrete block addition projects from the east elevation of the building. Several shed roof additions 
clad in vertical wood siding with large vehicle bays have been attached to the north elevation of the large 
rear addition. The rear section of the property, which is paved and used to store cars, is fenced off and 
not visible from the public right-of-way. In 2010, a small existing wood frame accessory building was 
moved to the northwest side of the property in the front parking lot, and converted into a drive-through 
espresso stand. The espresso stand, which sits on a raised concrete foundation, has a gabled roof and all 
replacement two-light horizontal sliding windows. A replacement pedestrian door accessed by a wood 
ramp is located on the south elevation.
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Kent started as an agricultural community before evolving into an industrial center. Early settlers in the 
area enjoyed prime farming due to rich deposits of alluvium in the valley that had made the soil especially 
fertile. Kent experienced a period of financial success in the second half of the nineteenth century, and on 
May 28, 1890, Kent incorporated as a city. Still primarily an agricultural community, Kent suffered from a 
lack of manual laborers after World War II (Stein, 2001). In 1962, the completion of the Howard A. Hanson 
Dam stopped flooding in the area, which attracted developers and manufacturing companies to relocate 
to Kent, accelerating the decline of farming. Three years later, Boeing established the Boeing Aerospace 
Center there. Over the next few decades, warehouses, industrial plants, and eventually technology firms 
came to dominate the local economy (Stein, 2001). This change in industry attracted new residents to 
Kent during the 1950s through the 1970s, and it was during these decades that much of the existing built 
environment was constructed.
The property at 24300 Pacific Highway South in Kent, Washington, which contains a small office trailer 
constructed in 1951 and a service garage truck wash building constructed in 1969, is not eligible for listing 
in the NRHP. The property is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion A, which applies to buildings that 
are associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of history, as 
no significant events are associated with this property. To be eligible for the NRHP under Criterion B, a 
property must be directly associated with a person considered significant within a historic context whose 
specific contribution to history has been both identified and documented. No such person who meets that 
definition is linked to these buildings. The property is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion C as it 
contains typical mid-twentieth century vehicle service buildings and does not embody the distinctive 
characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction; it is not the work of a master and does not 
possess high artistic value. The property is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion D for information 
potential because the materials and construction methods of the buildings do not convey important 
information that could contribute to understanding history or prehistory. Therefore, the property is not 
eligible for listing in the NRHP because it does not meet any of the eligibility criteria. Both buildings have 
been altered, including the replacement of original windows on the office trailer and a small addition on 
the truck wash. As a result, the property has lost integrity of materials and design. The buildings retain 
integrity of workmanship, location, setting, feeling, and association.

Construction of the original Highway 1 in the state of Washington commenced in 1913. By October 1923, 
700 miles of a two-lane highway had been completed connecting Vancouver, British Columbia, to the 
Oregon-California border. Just after the highway was completed in 1924, however, plans were begun to 
reroute and improve the conditions of the highway. The project involved creating a new, wider, four-lane 
route further west that would connect Seattle and Tacoma, Washington, more directly (Kramak, 2010). 
The new roadway was completed in 1928 and acquired the title of Highway 1, while the original eastern 
route was renamed Highway 5 (Caster, 2007). The new Highway 1 became known as the Pacific Highway. 
Over the years, various parts of Highway 1 acquired alternative names, including the portion known as 
Pacific Highway S, which starts near Federal Way, Washington, and continues north, through Kent, Des 
Moines, and SeaTac, Washington (Kramak, 2010).
In 1926, Pacific Highway (HWY 1) was included as a numbered U.S. Highway (US 99) (U.S. Route 99, 2013). 
The following decades witnessed the rapid growth of businesses along the highway and the formation of a 
new auto-oriented roadside culture characterized by a proliferation of motels, restaurants, and rest stops 
(Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). Increased automobile ownership changed people’s perceptions 
about distance and allowed populations to sprawl around urban centers, increasing the number of 
residents in suburban towns and cities, including SeaTac, Des Moines, Kent, and Federal Way (Boyles, 
2010).
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24300 Pacific Highway South is a 9.44-acre parcel that contains a very large parking lot, a small office 
building constructed in 1951, and a service garage truck wash constructed in 1969. The remainder of the 
parcel is filled with parked tractors and trucks. Both buildings are occupied by the company Widing 
Transportation. The 1951 office building is a one-story, prefabricated steel, rectangular plan building with 
a side gabled roof covered in composite shingles. The roof has a moderately deep open eave and rake. 
Constructed on a raised concrete foundation, the building and the foundation are clad in vertical 
composite siding. All of the windows are replacement, fixed, single-light rectangular windows of the same 
size. A metal pedestrian door is located just west of center on the front (north) elevation. Three windows 
are located west of the main door, and four windows are located east. Another metal pedestrian door is 
located on the far east side of the front elevation. There are no windows or doors on the west elevation. 
The 1969 prefabricated steel garage building sits on a concrete slab foundation and has an essentially 
rectangular plan. Located on the north side of the parcel, the utilitarian building is clad in corrugated 
metal and has a low-pitch, front gabled corrugated metal roof with a flush eave and rake. The garage is 
barely visible from the public right-of-way, as it is located some distance from Pacific Highway South. Two 
large vehicle bays with retractable metal doors are located on the west elevation. Another vehicle bay 
with a retractable metal door is located on the east elevation. A small, metal, rectangular plan shed is 
attached to the west end of the garage’s north elevation and contains a metal pedestrian door on its west 
elevation. The entire property is paved, with the exception of a small landscaped area near the entrance, 
and surrounded by a chain link fence.
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Kent started as an agricultural community before evolving into an industrial center. Early settlers in the 
area enjoyed prime farming due to rich deposits of alluvium in the valley that had made the soil especially 
fertile. Kent experienced a period of financial success in the second half of the nineteenth century, and on 
May 28, 1890, Kent incorporated as a city. Still primarily an agricultural community, Kent suffered from a 
lack of manual laborers after World War II (Stein, 2001). In 1962, the completion of the Howard A. Hanson 
Dam stopped flooding in the area, which attracted developers and manufacturing companies to relocate 
to Kent, accelerating the decline of farming. Three years later, Boeing established the Boeing Aerospace 
Center there. Over the next few decades, warehouses, industrial plants, and eventually technology firms 
came to dominate the local economy (Stein, 2001). This change in industry attracted new residents to 
Kent during the 1950s through the 1970s, and it was during these decades that much of the existing built 
environment was constructed.
The property at 25006 Pacific Highway South in Kent, Washington, which is the Sunset Motel composed of 
four buildings constructed in 1950, 1952, and 1989, is not eligible for listing in the NRHP. The property is 
not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion A, which applies to buildings that are associated with events that 
have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of history, as no significant events are 
associated with this property. To be eligible for the NRHP under Criterion B, a property must be directly 
associated with a person considered significant within a historic context whose specific contribution to 
history has been both identified and documented. No such person who meets that definition is linked to 
these buildings. The property is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion C as it is a mid-twentieth century 
motel that has been added to over the decades and does not embody the distinctive characteristics of a 
type, period, or method of construction; it is not the work of a master and does not possess high artistic 
value. The property is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion D for information potential because the 
materials and construction methods of the building do not convey important information that could 
contribute to understanding history or prehistory. Therefore, the property is not eligible for listing in the 
NRHP because it does not meet any of the eligibility criteria. In addition, the property is heavily altered 
with the replacement of original doors and windows and the construction of two large additions in 1989. 
A roof was replaced in 2013 as part of fire damage repairs. As a result, the motel has lost integrity of 
materials and design. The building retains integrity of workmanship, setting, location, feeling and 
association.

Construction of the original Highway 1 in the state of Washington commenced in 1913. By October 1923, 
700 miles of a two-lane highway had been completed connecting Vancouver, British Columbia, to the 
Oregon-California border. Just after the highway was completed in 1924, however, plans were begun to 
reroute and improve the conditions of the highway. The project involved creating a new, wider, four-lane 
route further west that would connect Seattle and Tacoma, Washington, more directly (Kramak, 2010). 
The new roadway was completed in 1928 and acquired the title of Highway 1, while the original eastern 
route was renamed Highway 5 (Caster, 2007). The new Highway 1 became known as the Pacific Highway. 
Over the years, various parts of Highway 1 acquired alternative names, including the portion known as 
Pacific Highway S, which starts near Federal Way, Washington, and continues north, through Kent, Des 
Moines, and SeaTac, Washington (Kramak, 2010).
In 1926, Pacific Highway (HWY 1) was included as a numbered U.S. Highway (US 99) (U.S. Route 99, 2013). 
The following decades witnessed the rapid growth of businesses along the highway and the formation of a 
new auto-oriented roadside culture characterized by a proliferation of motels, restaurants, and rest stops 
(Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). Increased automobile ownership changed people’s perceptions 
about distance and allowed populations to sprawl around urban centers, increasing the number of 
residents in suburban towns and cities, including SeaTac, Des Moines, Kent, and Federal Way (Boyles, 
2010).
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A smaller, one-story building with a side gabled roof and rectangular plan that was built in 1989 is located 
directly east of the 1952 building. This building appears very similar to the 1952 building and is barely 
visible from the public right-of-way. At the far east end of the property, positioned perpendicular to the 
1950 and 1952 buildings, is a two-story wood frame building clad in vertical composite siding and 
constructed in 1989. The building is defined by a steeply pitched shed roof with a tall, vertical awning clad 
in composite barrel tiles that runs along the front (west) elevation. An exterior wood staircase with an 
open framework wood railing leads to a second floor balcony that runs the length of the west elevation. 
Each floor on the west elevation contains three pairs of exterior motel room doors with individual doors 
on either end. Between each pair of doors are two large, two-light horizontal sliding windows. The two 
1989 buildings sit on land that is at higher grade than the land on which the two earlier buildings were 
constructed.

25006 Pacific Highway South is occupied by the Sunset Motel and consists of four buildings that form a U 
shape around a large paved parking lot. The original long rectangular plan building was constructed in 
1950. Two years later, a similar building was constructed parallel to the original building, running along 
the north side of the property. In 1989, two more buildings were constructed on the east side of the 
property.  All of the wood frame buildings have rectangular plans and are constructed on poured concrete 
foundations. The two parallel buildings (1950 and 1952) are both constructed on sloping ground. For this 
reason they each have several adjacent side gabled roofs covered in composite shingles, the heights of 
which stair step down towards the west side of the property. The gabled roofs have deep open eaves with 
hanging bulbous light fixtures that cover and illuminate the rows of motel room doors that line the front 
elevation of each building. The original 1950 building has two, long side gabled roofs. A large vertical 
corrugated metal awning wraps around the northwest corner of the building, in which the motel’s main 
office is contained. The lower half of the exterior wall of the front (north) elevation is clad in brick veneer 
while the top half is clad in vertical wood siding. The exterior walls of the office, however, are clad in 
wider vertical wood siding. Exterior replacement metal paneled doors on the north elevation lead to each 
motel room. Between each door is a large replacement two-light horizontal sliding window with a metal 
frame. The north elevation of the office section contains two replacement glass doors surrounded by 
large, fixed, single-light windows. Between the two doors is a fixed, single-light window with a small ledge 
used as an exterior check-in window for motel guests. The west elevation of the 1950 building contains 
two replacement two-light horizontal sliding windows covered by metal security grates. Across the 
parking lot and parallel to the 1950 building is the 1952 building. The two buildings are very similar, 
although the 1952 building is covered by three side gabled roofs and is almost entirely clad in vertical 
wood siding. All of the windows on the front (south) elevation are large contemporary replacement, two-
light horizontal sliding windows and all of the doors are replacement paneled metal doors, identical to 
those on the 1950 building. AC units have been inserted into the exterior walls beneath most of the 
windows.  A convex canvas awning wraps around the southwest corner of the building and advertises for 
the Hawaiian Sun B.B.Q.2 restaurant that is located in the west end of the building. The restaurant is clad 
in a mix of non-original horizontal and vertical composite siding. The south elevation of the restaurant 
contains a replacement metal and glass door flanked by three replacement windows on either side. Five 
of the six windows are fixed, single-light windows while the sixth is a one-over-one metal sash window. A 
solid concrete ramp with an open framework metal-pipe hand rail leads up to the south elevation door. 
The west elevation of the restaurant contains a row of six fixed, single-light replacement windows.

Description of 
Physical 
Appearance:



Historic Inventory Report

Friday, July 11, 2014 Page 5 of 7

Stein, A.J. 2001. Kent. HistoryLink: The Free Online Encyclopedia of Washington State History. Available at: 
http://www.historylink.org/index.cfm?DisplayPage=output.cfm&file_id=3587. Accessed March 18, 2013.

Kramak, J.E., ed. 2010. Establishing the Pacific Highway South. Selected Cultural and Historical 
Geographies of the Greater Seattle Area. Available at: 
https://sites.google.com/site/alinehistoryprojectsite/home/map/theme-transportation/establishing-the-
pacific-highway-south. Accessed March 14, 2013.

U.S. Route 99 – The Pacific Highway. 2013. Waymarking: A Groundspeak Website. Available at: 
http://www.waymarking.com/cat/details.aspx?f=1&guid=698ed7e3-3af8-4cd0-a795-
03b89a23288e&exp=True. Accessed March 19, 2013.

Caster, D. 2007. Historical Society of Federal Way Timeline.  Available at: 
http://www.federalwayhistory.org/timeline.php. Accessed March 15, 2013.

Boyles, E. 2010. The Suburb. Selected Cultural and Historical Geographies of the Greater Seattle Area. 
Available at: https://sites.google.com/site/alinehistoryprojectsite/home/line-b/community-identities--
bellevue-and-redmond/the-suburb. Accessed March 18, 2013.

King County. 2013. King County Department of Assessments. Available at: 
http://www.kingcounty.gov/Assessor.aspx. Accessed October 20, 2013.

Des Moines Historical Society. 2007. Time Line Page. Available at: 
http://www.dmhs.org/timeline/history.html. Accessed March 13, 2013.

Major 
Bibliographic 
References:



Historic Inventory Report

Friday, July 11, 2014 Page 6 of 7

South west corner, 1952 building
2013

View southeast
2013

Photos

2013
View to the northeast

View southeast, north elevation, 1950 building
2013



Historic Inventory Report

Friday, July 11, 2014 Page 7 of 7

2013
West elevation, 1989 building



Historic Inventory Report

Friday, July 11, 2014 Page 1 of 5

Identification

MaryNell Nolan-Wheatley

25460 22ND AVE S

Survey Name: Date Recorded:

Field Recorder:

Owner's Name: MARTIN EUGENE N

11/21/2013

City: DES MOINES

Classification: Building

Resource Status: Comments:

State: WA Zip: 98198

Within a District? No

Contributing? No

National Register:

Local District:

National Register District/Thematic Nomination Name:

Owner Address:

Survey/Inventory

Eligibility Status:

Determination Date:

Determination Comments:

Not Determined - SHPO

1/1/0001

Sound Transit Federal Way

25460 22nd Ave S, Des Moines, WA 98198

Location
Field Site No. DAHP No.

Historic Name:

Common Name: 25460 22nd Ave S

2012-148

Property Address:

Comments:

King
County

T22R04E 21
Township/Range/EW Section 1/4 Sec 1/4 1/4 Sec

POVERTY BAY
Quadrangle

Tax No./Parcel No. 2122049062

Plat/Block/Lot

Acreage 1.50

Supplemental Map(s)

Coordinate Reference

Projection:

Datum:

Easting:

Northing:

HARN (feet)

Washington State Plane South

1193361

748797



Historic Inventory Report

Friday, July 11, 2014 Page 2 of 5

Description

Narrative

Historic Use: Domestic - Single Family House Current Use: Domestic - Single Family House

Plan: L-Shape Stories: 1 Structural System: Platform Frame

Changes to Plan: Extensive Changes to Interior: Unknown

Changes to Original Cladding: Extensive Changes to Windows: Extensive

Changes to Other: Extensive

Other (specify): Original carport replaced with front gabled interior living space. Original front gable roof over front door 
removed. Window sizes have also been adjusted to accomodate contemporary window designs.

Style:

Form/Type:

Cladding:

Foundation:

Roof Type: Roof Material:

Architecture/Landscape Architecture
Study Unit Other

Date of Construction:

Architect:

Engineer:

Property appears to meet criteria for the National Register of Historic Places:No

Property is located in a potential historic district (National and/or local): No

Property potentially contributes to a historic district (National and/or local): No

Builder:

VeneerModern - Minimal 
Traditional

Gable - Cross Gable Asphalt / Composition - 
Shingle

Concrete - Poured Single Family

1961 Addition

1967 Addition

1952 Built Date



Historic Inventory Report

Friday, July 11, 2014 Page 3 of 5

The city of Des Moines is located approximately halfway between Seattle and Tacoma, on the eastern side 
of Puget Sound (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). The town started as a logging community and as a 
real estate venture of F. A. Blasher, who moved from Des Moines, Iowa, to King County in 1888 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007; Lange, 1998). After World War I, Des Moines’ popularity rose when the 
town expanded its dock and ferry service, attracting increased numbers of summer vacationers. The 
population grew quickly after World War II and Des Moines was incorporated as a city in 1959 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007). While some buildings in Des Moines date to the 1920s and 1930s, many 
commercial and residential buildings were constructed during a period of suburban development in the 
1950s and 1960s. On January 31, 1967, Interstate 5 (I-5), which passed through Des Moines on the route 
from Everett to Tacoma, Washington, was completed and established another transportation route, in 
addition to Pacific Highway S (SR 99), for commuters in the area (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007).
The property at 25460 22nd Avenue South in Des Moines, Washington, which contains a residential 
building and detached garage that were constructed in 1952 and 1961 respectively, is not eligible for 
listing in the NRHP. The property is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion A, which applies to buildings 
that are associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of history, 
as no significant events are associated with this property. To be eligible for the NRHP under Criterion B, a 
property must be directly associated with a person considered significant within a historic context whose 
specific contribution to history has been both identified and documented. No such person who meets that 
definition is linked to these buildings. The property is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion C as it is a 
typical mid-twentieth century house and detached garage and does not embody the distinctive 
characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction; it is not the work of a master and does not 
possess high artistic value. The property is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion D for information 
potential because the materials and construction methods of the buildings do not convey important 
information that could contribute to understanding history or prehistory. Therefore, the property is not 
eligible for listing in the NRHP because it does not meet any of the eligibility criteria. In addition, the 
residence and garage are heavily altered including several additions and the replacement of original 
roofing, doors, windows, and siding. As a result, the buildings have lost integrity of materials, design, and 
workmanship. The buildings retain integrity of setting, location, feeling and association.

Construction of the original Highway 1 in the state of Washington commenced in 1913. By October 1923, 
700 miles of a two-lane highway had been completed connecting Vancouver, British Columbia, to the 
Oregon-California border. Just after the highway was completed in 1924, however, plans were begun to 
reroute and improve the conditions of the highway. The project involved creating a new, wider, four-lane 
route further west that would connect Seattle and Tacoma, Washington, more directly (Kramak, 2010). 
The new roadway was completed in 1928 and acquired the title of Highway 1, while the original eastern 
route was renamed Highway 5 (Caster, 2007). The new Highway 1 became known as the Pacific Highway. 
Over the years, various parts of Highway 1 acquired alternative names, including the portion known as 
Pacific Highway S, which starts near Federal Way, Washington, and continues north, through Kent, Des 
Moines, and SeaTac, Washington (Kramak, 2010).
In 1926, Pacific Highway (HWY 1) was included as a numbered U.S. Highway (US 99) (U.S. Route 99, 2013). 
The following decades witnessed the rapid growth of businesses along the highway and the formation of a 
new auto-oriented roadside culture characterized by a proliferation of motels, restaurants, and rest stops 
(Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). Increased automobile ownership changed people’s perceptions 
about distance and allowed populations to sprawl around urban centers, increasing the number of 
residents in suburban towns and cities, including SeaTac, Des Moines, Kent, and Federal Way (Boyles, 
2010).
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25460 22nd Avenue South is a one-story, wood frame, ranch style, residential building constructed in 
1952. Built on a concrete slab foundation, the house has an L-shaped plan and is clad in non-original 
horizontal composite siding. A moderately pitched cross gable roof with shallow eaves tops the building 
and is covered in composite shingles. A replacement pressed wood paneled door protected by a metal 
and glass storm door is located in the center of the front (west) elevation. Two short flights of concrete 
steps lead to the front door due to the fact that the house is built on a small rise. A large, fixed, single-
light replacement picture window is located north of the main entry on the front elevation. South of the 
main entry is a pair of one-over-one sash windows that are also likely replacements. The north end of the 
west elevation is covered by a front gable roof with a flush rake that crosses the primary side gabled roof. 
This front gabled section of the house is an addition. Originally, a flat roof carport was attached to the 
north elevation of the rectangular plan house and a front gable roof was positioned over the front door, 
crossing the primary side gabled roof. In 1967, the front gable was removed from over the front door and 
a long front gabled addition was added to the north elevation, creating the bottom of the L-shaped floor 
plan that currently exists. Under the extant front gable, the original narrow horizontally oriented two-light 
sliding window has been replaced with a larger two-light horizontal sliding window. In 1961, a detached 
garage with a side gabled roof covered in composite shingles was constructed on the southeast side of the 
property. The front (west) elevation of the garage contains a vehicle bay with a retractable metal door. 
Clad in horizontal composite siding, the garage has a carport and shed addition on its south elevation. The 
house and detached garage are surrounded by large bushes and tall trees and a sloping front lawn is 
located on the west side of the property. A gravel driveway crosses the front lawn and leads to the garage 
and carport. A large trailer is located directly in front of the north end of the west elevation.
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Construction of the original Highway 1 in the state of Washington commenced in 1913. By October 1923, 
700 miles of a two-lane highway had been completed connecting Vancouver, British Columbia, to the 
Oregon-California border. Just after the highway was completed in 1924, however, plans were begun to 
reroute and improve the conditions of the highway. The project involved creating a new, wider, four-lane 
route further west that would connect Seattle and Tacoma, Washington, more directly (Kramak, 2010). 
The new roadway was completed in 1928 and acquired the title of Highway 1, while the original eastern 
route was renamed Highway 5 (Caster, 2007). The new Highway 1 became known as the Pacific Highway. 
Over the years, various parts of Highway 1 acquired alternative names, including the portion known as 
Pacific Highway S, which starts near Federal Way, Washington, and continues north, through Kent, Des 
Moines, and SeaTac, Washington (Kramak, 2010).
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The property at 24426 Pacific Highway South in Kent, Washington, which contains the Midway Mobile 
Mansions park with a 1949 equipment shop, two 1955 residences, and a collection of mobile homes 
dating between 1963 and 1998, is not eligible for listing in the NRHP. The property is not eligible for the 
NRHP under Criterion A, which applies to buildings that are associated with events that have made a 
significant contribution to the broad patterns of history, as no significant events are associated with this 
property. To be eligible for the NRHP under Criterion B, a property must be directly associated with a 
person considered significant within a historic context whose specific contribution to history has been 
both identified and documented. No such person who meets that definition is linked to these buildings. 
The property is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion C as it is a typical group of mid-twentieth century 
residential buildings with a collection of mobile homes and does not embody the distinctive 
characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction; it is not the work of a master and does not 
possess high artistic value. The property is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion D for information 
potential because the materials and construction methods of the buildings do not convey important 
information that could contribute to understanding history or prehistory. Therefore, the property is not 
eligible for listing in the NRHP because it does not meet any of the eligibility criteria. Due to the 
establishment of the mobile home park, the original 1949 and 1955 buildings have lost integrity of setting. 
In addition, the buildings have been altered, including the replacement of original doors and windows. As 
a result, the property has also lost integrity of materials. The buildings retain integrity of design, 
workmanship, location, feeling and association.

Kent started as an agricultural community before evolving into an industrial center. Early settlers in the 
area enjoyed prime farming due to rich deposits of alluvium in the valley that had made the soil especially 
fertile. Kent experienced a period of financial success in the second half of the nineteenth century, and on 
May 28, 1890, Kent incorporated as a city. Still primarily an agricultural community, Kent suffered from a 
lack of manual laborers after World War II (Stein, 2001). In 1962, the completion of the Howard A. Hanson 
Dam stopped flooding in the area, which attracted developers and manufacturing companies to relocate 
to Kent, accelerating the decline of farming. Three years later, Boeing established the Boeing Aerospace 
Center there. Over the next few decades, warehouses, industrial plants, and eventually technology firms 
came to dominate the local economy (Stein, 2001). This change in industry attracted new residents to 
Kent during the 1950s through the 1970s, and it was during these decades that much of the existing built 
environment was constructed.

In 1926, Pacific Highway (HWY 1) was included as a numbered U.S. Highway (US 99) (U.S. Route 99, 2013). 
The following decades witnessed the rapid growth of businesses along the highway and the formation of a 
new auto-oriented roadside culture characterized by a proliferation of motels, restaurants, and rest stops 
(Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). Increased automobile ownership changed people’s perceptions 
about distance and allowed populations to sprawl around urban centers, increasing the number of 
residents in suburban towns and cities, including SeaTac, Des Moines, Kent, and Federal Way (Boyles, 
2010).
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24426 Pacific Highway South is the Midway Mobile Mansions trailer park. Located in the front (west) 
section of the property is a 1949 equipment shop and two 1955 residences. The other buildings on the 
property are mobile homes that date from between 1963 and 1998. The small, one-story, rectangular 
plan concrete block equipment shop built in 1949 is located in the southwest corner of the property. 
Constructed on a concrete slab foundation, the 640-square foot building has a flat roof and an attached 
concrete block interior garage addition on the west elevation. A small composite shingle awning wraps 
around the primary elevations of the original section of the building, stopping at the edge of the garage 
addition. The lower half of the exterior wall of the front (north) elevation of the original section of the 
building is clad in brick veneer while the top half is painted concrete block. A metal pedestrian door is 
located in the middle of the main façade and is flanked by a large window opening on either side: a two-
light horizontal sliding window is located to the east, while the window opening to the west is covered 
with wood lattice. The front (north) elevation of the garage is clad in vertical wood siding and contains a 
vehicle bay with a retractable metal door. The west elevation of the garage is mostly painted concrete 
block with some wide vertical wood siding along the top of the exterior wall. A 15-light glass block 
window is located in the middle of the west elevation. Across the main driveway from the equipment 
shop, on the north side of the property, are two identical wood frame residential buildings constructed in 
1955. The rectangular plan buildings have poured concrete foundations and gable-on-hip roofs covered in 
composite shingles with deep eaves. Triangular louvered vents are positioned in the gable ends. Clad in 
brick veneer with rounded edges on the corners of the building and around the doors and windows, each 
residence appears to contain two apartments. Two, replacement two-light horizontal sliding windows are 
located in the center of the front (south) elevations. On either side of the windows is a replacement metal 
pedestrian door. The east and west ends of the main façade contain fixed, single-light replacement 
windows. Concrete sills are located below each of the windows and a small brick wall outlines flower beds 
along the front elevation. The west elevations each contain two 15-light glass block windows. The rear 
(north) elevations contain two, two-light horizontal sliding replacement windows and two, nine-light glass 
block windows. Several new construction shed accessory buildings are located near each of the 
residences. A large collection of rectangular plan, flat roof, mobile homes are located on the east side of 
the property, although they are not visible from the public right-of-way.
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The city of Des Moines is located approximately halfway between Seattle and Tacoma, on the eastern side 
of Puget Sound (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). The town started as a logging community and as a 
real estate venture of F. A. Blasher, who moved from Des Moines, Iowa, to King County in 1888 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007; Lange, 1998). After World War I, Des Moines’ popularity rose when the 
town expanded its dock and ferry service, attracting increased numbers of summer vacationers. The 
population grew quickly after World War II and Des Moines was incorporated as a city in 1959 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007). While some buildings in Des Moines date to the 1920s and 1930s, many 
commercial and residential buildings were constructed during a period of suburban development in the 
1950s and 1960s. On January 31, 1967, Interstate 5 (I-5), which passed through Des Moines on the route 
from Everett to Tacoma, Washington, was completed and established another transportation route, in 
addition to Pacific Highway S (SR 99), for commuters in the area (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007).
The property at 25447 Pacific Highway South in Des Moines, Washington, which was constructed in 1968 
and is occupied by JC Marble Expo, is not eligible for listing in the NRHP. The property is not eligible for 
the NRHP under Criterion A, which applies to buildings that are associated with events that have made a 
significant contribution to the broad patterns of history, as no significant events are associated with this 
property. To be eligible for the NRHP under Criterion B, a property must be directly associated with a 
person considered significant within a historic context whose specific contribution to history has been 
both identified and documented. No such person who meets that definition is linked to this building. The 
property is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion C as it is a typical mid-twentieth century commercial 
building and does not embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction; 
it is not the work of a master and does not possess high artistic value. The property is not eligible for the 
NRHP under Criterion D for information potential because the materials and construction methods of the 
building do not convey important information that could contribute to understanding history or 
prehistory. Therefore, the property is not eligible for listing in the NRHP because it does not meet any of 
the eligibility criteria. The building remains largely intact and as a result retains integrity of materials, 
design, workmanship, setting, location, feeling and association.

Construction of the original Highway 1 in the state of Washington commenced in 1913. By October 1923, 
700 miles of a two-lane highway had been completed connecting Vancouver, British Columbia, to the 
Oregon-California border. Just after the highway was completed in 1924, however, plans were begun to 
reroute and improve the conditions of the highway. The project involved creating a new, wider, four-lane 
route further west that would connect Seattle and Tacoma, Washington, more directly (Kramak, 2010). 
The new roadway was completed in 1928 and acquired the title of Highway 1, while the original eastern 
route was renamed Highway 5 (Caster, 2007). The new Highway 1 became known as the Pacific Highway. 
Over the years, various parts of Highway 1 acquired alternative names, including the portion known as 
Pacific Highway S, which starts near Federal Way, Washington, and continues north, through Kent, Des 
Moines, and SeaTac, Washington (Kramak, 2010).
In 1926, Pacific Highway (HWY 1) was included as a numbered U.S. Highway (US 99) (U.S. Route 99, 2013). 
The following decades witnessed the rapid growth of businesses along the highway and the formation of a 
new auto-oriented roadside culture characterized by a proliferation of motels, restaurants, and rest stops 
(Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). Increased automobile ownership changed people’s perceptions 
about distance and allowed populations to sprawl around urban centers, increasing the number of 
residents in suburban towns and cities, including SeaTac, Des Moines, Kent, and Federal Way (Boyles, 
2010).

Statement of 
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25447 Pacific Highway South is a double height, one-story 8,000-square foot prefabricated steel and 
concrete block commercial building currently occupied by JC Marble Expo. Constructed on a poured 
concrete foundation, the building has a rectangular plan and a very low-pitched front gable roof with flush 
eaves and a deep rake overhang over the front (east) elevation. The front elevation is defined by five large 
vertical sections of windows that run from the ground to the roof. Each section contains fixed, single-light 
windows in a metal framing system. Narrow, horizontally oriented, rectangular opaque panel inserts in 
the metal framing system run along the top of the elevation, just below the rake. Between each window 
section the load bearing walls are painted concrete block. Double metal and glass doors are located within 
the center section of windows, under the shallow peak of the front gable, and serve as the store’s main 
entrance. Two large banners with the store’s name and an advertisement for cabinets have been attached 
to the east elevation over the main entrance. A concrete sidewalk runs along the façade. There are no 
windows or doors on the side (north and south) elevations. The east ends of each side elevation have a 
metal framework identical to that on the front elevation. Instead of glass, each opening contains an 
opaque fiberglass insert. The exterior walls of the west ends of the side elevations are clad in corrugated 
metal siding placed above painted concrete block. The property is surrounded by pavement.
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Kent started as an agricultural community before evolving into an industrial center. Early settlers in the 
area enjoyed prime farming due to rich deposits of alluvium in the valley that had made the soil especially 
fertile. Kent experienced a period of financial success in the second half of the nineteenth century, and on 
May 28, 1890, Kent incorporated as a city. Still primarily an agricultural community, Kent suffered from a 
lack of manual laborers after World War II (Stein, 2001). In 1962, the completion of the Howard A. Hanson 
Dam stopped flooding in the area, which attracted developers and manufacturing companies to relocate 
to Kent, accelerating the decline of farming. Three years later, Boeing established the Boeing Aerospace 
Center there. Over the next few decades, warehouses, industrial plants, and eventually technology firms 
came to dominate the local economy (Stein, 2001). This change in industry attracted new residents to 
Kent during the 1950s through the 1970s, and it was during these decades that much of the existing built 
environment was constructed.
The property at 24432 Pacific Highway South in Kent, Washington, which contains two buildings 
constructed in 1955 and occupied by Pacific Fleet Sales, is not eligible for listing in the NRHP. The property 
is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion A, which applies to buildings that are associated with events 
that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of history, as no significant events are 
associated with this property. To be eligible for the NRHP under Criterion B, a property must be directly 
associated with a person considered significant within a historic context whose specific contribution to 
history has been both identified and documented. No such person who meets that definition is linked to 
these buildings. The property is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion C as it is a typical mid-twentieth 
century utilitarian commercial facility and does not embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, 
period, or method of construction; it is not the work of a master and does not possess high artistic value. 
The property is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion D for information potential because the 
materials and construction methods of the buildings do not convey important information that could 
contribute to understanding history or prehistory. Therefore, the property is not eligible for listing in the 
NRHP because it does not meet any of the eligibility criteria. In addition, the buildings have been altered 
several times, including the replacement of original doors and windows and several small additions. As a 
result, the buildings have lost integrity of design and materials. The buildings retain integrity of 
workmanship, setting, location, feeling and association.

Construction of the original Highway 1 in the state of Washington commenced in 1913. By October 1923, 
700 miles of a two-lane highway had been completed connecting Vancouver, British Columbia, to the 
Oregon-California border. Just after the highway was completed in 1924, however, plans were begun to 
reroute and improve the conditions of the highway. The project involved creating a new, wider, four-lane 
route further west that would connect Seattle and Tacoma, Washington, more directly (Kramak, 2010). 
The new roadway was completed in 1928 and acquired the title of Highway 1, while the original eastern 
route was renamed Highway 5 (Caster, 2007). The new Highway 1 became known as the Pacific Highway. 
Over the years, various parts of Highway 1 acquired alternative names, including the portion known as 
Pacific Highway S, which starts near Federal Way, Washington, and continues north, through Kent, Des 
Moines, and SeaTac, Washington (Kramak, 2010).
In 1926, Pacific Highway (HWY 1) was included as a numbered U.S. Highway (US 99) (U.S. Route 99, 2013). 
The following decades witnessed the rapid growth of businesses along the highway and the formation of a 
new auto-oriented roadside culture characterized by a proliferation of motels, restaurants, and rest stops 
(Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). Increased automobile ownership changed people’s perceptions 
about distance and allowed populations to sprawl around urban centers, increasing the number of 
residents in suburban towns and cities, including SeaTac, Des Moines, Kent, and Federal Way (Boyles, 
2010).

Statement of 
Significance:



Historic Inventory Report

Friday, July 11, 2014 Page 4 of 5

Stein, A.J. 2001. Kent. HistoryLink: The Free Online Encyclopedia of Washington State History. Available at: 
http://www.historylink.org/index.cfm?DisplayPage=output.cfm&file_id=3587. Accessed March 18, 2013.

Kramak, J.E., ed. 2010. Establishing the Pacific Highway South. Selected Cultural and Historical 
Geographies of the Greater Seattle Area. Available at: 
https://sites.google.com/site/alinehistoryprojectsite/home/map/theme-transportation/establishing-the-
pacific-highway-south. Accessed March 14, 2013.

U.S. Route 99 – The Pacific Highway. 2013. Waymarking: A Groundspeak Website. Available at: 
http://www.waymarking.com/cat/details.aspx?f=1&guid=698ed7e3-3af8-4cd0-a795-
03b89a23288e&exp=True. Accessed March 19, 2013.

Caster, D. 2007. Historical Society of Federal Way Timeline.  Available at: 
http://www.federalwayhistory.org/timeline.php. Accessed March 15, 2013.

Boyles, E. 2010. The Suburb. Selected Cultural and Historical Geographies of the Greater Seattle Area. 
Available at: https://sites.google.com/site/alinehistoryprojectsite/home/line-b/community-identities--
bellevue-and-redmond/the-suburb. Accessed March 18, 2013.

King County. 2013. King County Department of Assessments. Available at: 
http://www.kingcounty.gov/Assessor.aspx. Accessed October 20, 2013.

Des Moines Historical Society. 2007. Time Line Page. Available at: 
http://www.dmhs.org/timeline/history.html. Accessed March 13, 2013.

Major 
Bibliographic 
References:

Southeast of the office is a prefabricated steel service repair garage with a moderately-pitched side 
gabled corrugated metal roof. Constructed on a concrete slab foundation, the rectangular plan building is 
clad in corrugated metal. An extended secondary shed roof overhang projects from the north end of the 
front (west) elevation and is supported by several simple metal posts. South of the overhang, still on the 
west elevation, are two large vehicle bays with retractable metal doors. A dropped side gable metal 
overhang extends from the south elevation and rests on steel supports. A short, vertical composite siding 
clad awning hangs down from the eaves of the gable overhang. Adjacent to the south end of the overhang 
is a shorter, gabled roof pavilion. Aerial images indicate that several other small shed additions have been 
added on the east and north sides of the building, although and high wood fence blocks visibility of the 
building’s surroundings from the public right-of-way. The area west of the service building is paved and 
filled with parked cars.

24432 Pacific Highway South contains two buildings that were constructed in 1955 and are now occupied 
by Pacific Fleet Sales. The north building, which functions as an office, has a rectangular plan and a 
concrete slab foundation. Defined by a flat roof with deep eaves and exposed wood rafter tails, the front 
(south) elevation of the small concrete block building is clad in vertical wood siding that wraps around the 
southeast and southwest corners. Double metal and glass replacement doors are located in the middle of 
the front elevation. Five fixed, single-light replacement windows followed by one two-light horizontal 
sliding window are located west of the main entry and wrap around the building’s southwest corner. A 
concrete block pillar protrudes from the south elevation just east of the main doors, followed by a fixed, 
single-light replacement window. The exterior walls of the rear of the building are painted concrete block 
and three concrete block pillars protrude from the rear (north) elevation. A replacement two-light 
horizontal sliding window is located in the center of the rear elevation.
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Kent started as an agricultural community before evolving into an industrial center. Early settlers in the 
area enjoyed prime farming due to rich deposits of alluvium in the valley that had made the soil especially 
fertile. Kent experienced a period of financial success in the second half of the nineteenth century, and on 
May 28, 1890, Kent incorporated as a city. Still primarily an agricultural community, Kent suffered from a 
lack of manual laborers after World War II (Stein, 2001). In 1962, the completion of the Howard A. Hanson 
Dam stopped flooding in the area, which attracted developers and manufacturing companies to relocate 
to Kent, accelerating the decline of farming. Three years later, Boeing established the Boeing Aerospace 
Center there. Over the next few decades, warehouses, industrial plants, and eventually technology firms 
came to dominate the local economy (Stein, 2001). This change in industry attracted new residents to 
Kent during the 1950s through the 1970s, and it was during these decades that much of the existing built 
environment was constructed.
The property at 25101 Pacific Highway South in Kent, Washington, which is a commercial tire shop 
constructed in 1966 with a large detached tire warehouse constructed in 2004, is not eligible for listing in 
the NRHP. The property is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion A, which applies to buildings that are 
associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of history, as no 
significant events are associated with this property. To be eligible for the NRHP under Criterion B, a 
property must be directly associated with a person considered significant within a historic context whose 
specific contribution to history has been both identified and documented. No such person who meets that 
definition is linked to this building. The property is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion C as it is a 
typical mid-twentieth century light industrial building and does not embody the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction; it is not the work of a master and does not possess high 
artistic value. The property is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion D for information potential 
because the materials and construction methods of the building do not convey important information 
that could contribute to understanding history or prehistory. Therefore, the property is not eligible for 
listing in the NRHP because it does not meet any of the eligibility criteria. In addition, the building has 
undergone several alterations including the replacement of some original doors and windows and two 
large rear additions. As a result, the building has lost integrity of materials and design. The building retains 
integrity of workmanship, setting, location, feeling and association.

Construction of the original Highway 1 in the state of Washington commenced in 1913. By October 1923, 
700 miles of a two-lane highway had been completed connecting Vancouver, British Columbia, to the 
Oregon-California border. Just after the highway was completed in 1924, however, plans were begun to 
reroute and improve the conditions of the highway. The project involved creating a new, wider, four-lane 
route further west that would connect Seattle and Tacoma, Washington, more directly (Kramak, 2010). 
The new roadway was completed in 1928 and acquired the title of Highway 1, while the original eastern 
route was renamed Highway 5 (Caster, 2007). The new Highway 1 became known as the Pacific Highway. 
Over the years, various parts of Highway 1 acquired alternative names, including the portion known as 
Pacific Highway S, which starts near Federal Way, Washington, and continues north, through Kent, Des 
Moines, and SeaTac, Washington (Kramak, 2010).
In 1926, Pacific Highway (HWY 1) was included as a numbered U.S. Highway (US 99) (U.S. Route 99, 2013). 
The following decades witnessed the rapid growth of businesses along the highway and the formation of a 
new auto-oriented roadside culture characterized by a proliferation of motels, restaurants, and rest stops 
(Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). Increased automobile ownership changed people’s perceptions 
about distance and allowed populations to sprawl around urban centers, increasing the number of 
residents in suburban towns and cities, including SeaTac, Des Moines, Kent, and Federal Way (Boyles, 
2010).
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25101 Pacific Highway South is a two-story, prefabricated steel commercial building constructed in 1966 
and currently occupied by Les Schwab Tires. In addition to two large attached additions on the rear of the 
building, the property also includes a new construction tire warehouse completed in 2004. The 
commercial building has an L-shaped plan, sits on a concrete slab foundation, and is clad in corrugated 
metal siding. A side gabled, corrugated metal roof covers the original, rectangular section of the building. 
Replacement double metal and glass doors are located south of the center of the front (east) elevation. A 
standard slanted corrugated metal awning shades the double doors. North of the main doors is an 
attached metal shed roof awning that projects from above the ceiling height of the first floor. Four large 
vehicle stalls separated by large metal columns that compose the service area of the building, are located 
under the awning. A row of replacement fixed, single-light windows are located inside the vehicle service 
area, against the rear (west) wall. The interior walls of the service area are clad in corrugated metal. South 
of the front doors are two, two-light horizontal sliding windows with three horizontal security bars placed 
on the interior side of the window. Located on the south end of the second floor on the front elevation 
are two, two-light horizontal sliding windows. A small shed extends from the east side of the north 
elevation. A recessed entrance on the west side of the shed leads into the main building. The ground floor 
of the south elevation contains two fixed, single-light replacement windows and one two-light horizontal 
sliding window. These windows also contain interior horizontal security bars. The second floor of the 
south elevation contains four large two-light horizontal sliding windows, one small two-light horizontal 
sliding window and one fixed, single-light replacement window. A large one-story corrugated metal 
addition with a flat built-up roof projects from the south end of the rear (west) elevation. North of that 
addition, a two-story corrugated metal addition with a gable roof projects from the original building’s 
west elevation. This gabled roof addition was constructed in 2010 as part of a remodeling effort that 
rearranged the restroom and storage facilities. Southwest of the main building is a large prefabricated 
steel tire warehouse that was constructed in 2004. The 5,000-square foot warehouse, which is clad in 
corrugated metal siding and has a low-pitch front gabled corrugated metal roof, has a vehicle bay with a 
retractable metal door on the south elevation. West of the retractable door are two metal pedestrian 
doors. Another vehicle bay with a retractable metal door and another pedestrian door are located on the 
north end of the west elevation. The original building and the detached warehouse are surrounded by 
pavement.
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The city of Des Moines is located approximately halfway between Seattle and Tacoma, on the eastern side 
of Puget Sound (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). The town started as a logging community and as a 
real estate venture of F. A. Blasher, who moved from Des Moines, Iowa, to King County in 1888 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007; Lange, 1998). After World War I, Des Moines’ popularity rose when the 
town expanded its dock and ferry service, attracting increased numbers of summer vacationers. The 
population grew quickly after World War II and Des Moines was incorporated as a city in 1959 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007). While some buildings in Des Moines date to the 1920s and 1930s, many 
commercial and residential buildings were constructed during a period of suburban development in the 
1950s and 1960s. On January 31, 1967, Interstate 5 (I-5), which passed through Des Moines on the route 
from Everett to Tacoma, Washington, was completed and established another transportation route, in 
addition to Pacific Highway S (SR 99), for commuters in the area (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007).
The property at 22247 Pacific Highway South in Des Moines, Washington, which is a commercial building 
constructed in 1948, is not eligible for listing in the NRHP. The property is not eligible for the NRHP under 
Criterion A, which applies to buildings that are associated with events that have made a significant 
contribution to the broad patterns of history, as no significant events are associated with this property. To 
be eligible for the NRHP under Criterion B, a property must be directly associated with a person 
considered significant within a historic context whose specific contribution to history has been both 
identified and documented. No such person who meets that definition is linked to this building. The 
property is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion C as it is a typical commercial strip building and does 
not embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction; it is not the work 
of a master and does not possess high artistic value. The property is not eligible for the NRHP under 
Criterion D for information potential because the materials and construction methods of the building do 
not convey important information that could contribute to understanding history or prehistory. 
Therefore, the property is not eligible for listing in the NRHP because it does not meet any of the eligibility 
criteria. Additionally, the building has undergone several alterations, including the replacement of most 
original doors and windows and several additions. As a result, the property has lost integrity of design and 
materials. The building retains integrity of workmanship, setting, location, feeling and association.

Construction of the original Highway 1 in the state of Washington commenced in 1913. By October 1923, 
700 miles of a two-lane highway had been completed connecting Vancouver, British Columbia, to the 
Oregon-California border. Just after the highway was completed in 1924, however, plans were begun to 
reroute and improve the conditions of the highway. The project involved creating a new, wider, four-lane 
route further west that would connect Seattle and Tacoma, Washington, more directly (Kramak, 2010). 
The new roadway was completed in 1928 and acquired the title of Highway 1, while the original eastern 
route was renamed Highway 5 (Caster, 2007). The new Highway 1 became known as the Pacific Highway. 
Over the years, various parts of Highway 1 acquired alternative names, including the portion known as 
Pacific Highway S, which starts near Federal Way, Washington, and continues north, through Kent, Des 
Moines, and SeaTac, Washington (Kramak, 2010).
In 1926, Pacific Highway (HWY 1) was included as a numbered U.S. Highway (US 99) (U.S. Route 99, 2013). 
The following decades witnessed the rapid growth of businesses along the highway and the formation of a 
new auto-oriented roadside culture characterized by a proliferation of motels, restaurants, and rest stops 
(Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). Increased automobile ownership changed people’s perceptions 
about distance and allowed populations to sprawl around urban centers, increasing the number of 
residents in suburban towns and cities, including SeaTac, Des Moines, Kent, and Federal Way (Boyles, 
2010).

Statement of 
Significance:



Historic Inventory Report

Thursday, April 17, 2014 Page 4 of 5

Kramak, J.E., ed. 2010. Establishing the Pacific Highway South. Selected Cultural and Historical 
Geographies of the Greater Seattle Area. Available at: 
https://sites.google.com/site/alinehistoryprojectsite/home/map/theme-transportation/establishing-the-
pacific-highway-south. Accessed March 14, 2013.

King County. 2013. King County Department of Assessments. Available at: 
http://www.kingcounty.gov/Assessor.aspx. Accessed October 20, 2013.

U.S. Route 99 – The Pacific Highway. 2013. Waymarking: A Groundspeak Website. Available at: 
http://www.waymarking.com/cat/details.aspx?f=1&guid=698ed7e3-3af8-4cd0-a795-
03b89a23288e&exp=True. Accessed March 19, 2013.

Caster, D. 2007. Historical Society of Federal Way Timeline.  Available at: 
http://www.federalwayhistory.org/timeline.php. Accessed March 15, 2013.

Boyles, E. 2010. The Suburb. Selected Cultural and Historical Geographies of the Greater Seattle Area. 
Available at: https://sites.google.com/site/alinehistoryprojectsite/home/line-b/community-identities--
bellevue-and-redmond/the-suburb. Accessed March 18, 2013.

Lange, G. 1998. Des Moines Beginnings: Des Moines Post Office opens on August 6, 1889. HistoryLink: The 
Free Online Encyclopedia of Washington State History. Available at: 
http://www.historylink.org/index.cfm?DisplayPage=output.cfm&file_id=500. Accessed March 15, 2013.

Des Moines Historical Society. 2007. Time Line Page. Available at: 
http://www.dmhs.org/timeline/history.html. Accessed March 13, 2013.

Major 
Bibliographic 
References:

22247 Pacific Highway South is a one-story commercial building constructed in 1948 with an L-shaped 
footprint. The building contains multiple storefronts on the east elevation. The wood frame building has 
undergone several additions, including a large rectangular addition on the north elevation, and several 
smaller additions on the rear (west) elevation. The building is constructed on a poured concrete 
foundation and has a flat roof eaves and an attached convex, corrugated metal awning that extends along 
the front (east) elevation. The metal frame for the awning continues around the northeast corner of the 
building, but the metal cladding is missing on the north elevation section. The awning is not original to the 
building. The original building includes the rectangular plan, wood frame section partially clad in 
permastone veneer in the southeast corner of the current building. The east elevation of the building 
contains all replacement, fixed, one- or two-light windows and replacement metal and glass pedestrian 
doors. The original section of the façade, with the permastone veneer, has one pedestrian door and six 
large, fixed, single-light rectangular windows. The east elevation of the north addition is clad horizontal 
composite siding and contains two pairs of pedestrian doors and two, fixed, two-light windows. Because 
the building is constructed on ground that slopes down towards the west, the rear of the building 
contains a basement level. The north, south, and west elevations are all clad in wide, horizontal 
composite siding. There are no windows on the north elevation and four, two-light, horizontal sliding 
windows on the south elevation. A small, shed-roofed addition extends from the southwest corner of the 
building and is supported by wood pillars. This addition does not have exterior walls on the west 
elevation, and appears to be used as an outdoor storage space. North of the shed-roofed addition is the 
rear (west) section of the north addition, which contains an above-ground basement level due to the 
change in grade. The west elevation of the basement level contains a retractable vehicle door and four, 
twelve-light windows. The raised ground floor level contains two, three-light horizontal sliding windows 
and two, two-light horizontal sliding windows.  There is a paved parking area on the east side of the 
property and grass on the west side. The property also includes an accessory shed building in the rear of 
the property.
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Construction of the original Highway 1 in the state of Washington commenced in 1913. By October 1923, 
700 miles of a two-lane highway had been completed connecting Vancouver, British Columbia, to the 
Oregon-California border. Just after the highway was completed in 1924, however, plans were begun to 
reroute and improve the conditions of the highway. The project involved creating a new, wider, four-lane 
route further west that would connect Seattle and Tacoma, Washington, more directly (Kramak, 2010). 
The new roadway was completed in 1928 and acquired the title of Highway 1, while the original eastern 
route was renamed Highway 5 (Caster, 2007). The new Highway 1 became known as the Pacific Highway. 
Over the years, various parts of Highway 1 acquired alternative names, including the portion known as 
Pacific Highway S, which starts near Federal Way, Washington, and continues north, through Kent, Des 
Moines, and SeaTac, Washington (Kramak, 2010).
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The property at 22228 Pacific Highway South in Des Moines, Washington, which was constructed in 1948 
and is currently occupied by the Emerald Thai Cuisine restaurant, is not eligible for listing in the NRHP. The 
property is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion A, which applies to buildings that are associated with 
events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of history, as no significant events 
are associated with this property. To be eligible for the NRHP under Criterion B, a property must be 
directly associated with a person considered significant within a historic context whose specific 
contribution to history has been both identified and documented. No such person who meets that 
definition is linked to this building. The property is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion C as it is a 
typical mid-century commercial building and does not embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, 
period, or method of construction; it is not the work of a master and does not possess high artistic value. 
The property is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion D for information potential because the 
materials and construction methods of the building do not convey important information that could 
contribute to understanding history or prehistory. Therefore, the property is not eligible for listing in the 
NRHP because it does not meet any of the eligibility criteria. Additionally, the building has undergone 
several alterations, including the replacement of all original doors and windows, and two rear additions. 
As a result, the property has lost integrity of design.  The building retains integrity of materials, 
workmanship, setting, location, feeling, and association.

The city of Des Moines is located approximately halfway between Seattle and Tacoma, on the eastern side 
of Puget Sound (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). The town started as a logging community and as a 
real estate venture of F. A. Blasher, who moved from Des Moines, Iowa, to King County in 1888 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007; Lange, 1998). After World War I, Des Moines’ popularity rose when the 
town expanded its dock and ferry service, attracting increased numbers of summer vacationers. The 
population grew quickly after World War II and Des Moines was incorporated as a city in 1959 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007). While some buildings in Des Moines date to the 1920s and 1930s, many 
commercial and residential buildings were constructed during a period of suburban development in the 
1950s and 1960s. On January 31, 1967, Interstate 5 (I-5), which passed through Des Moines on the route 
from Everett to Tacoma, Washington, was completed and established another transportation route, in 
addition to Pacific Highway S (SR 99), for commuters in the area (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007).

In 1926, Pacific Highway (HWY 1) was included as a numbered U.S. Highway (US 99) (U.S. Route 99, 2013). 
The following decades witnessed the rapid growth of businesses along the highway and the formation of a 
new auto-oriented roadside culture characterized by a proliferation of motels, restaurants, and rest stops 
(Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). Increased automobile ownership changed people’s perceptions 
about distance and allowed populations to sprawl around urban centers, increasing the number of 
residents in suburban towns and cities, including SeaTac, Des Moines, Kent, and Federal Way (Boyles, 
2010).
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22228 Pacific Highway South is a one-story, wood-framed, commercial building built in 1948 with a 
rectangular plan that is currently occupied by the Emerald Thai Cuisine restaurant. The original section of 
the building is likely the gable-roofed middle section, which was likely residential. The property is 
comprised of a small front building with a flat roof, the gable roof original house that extends from the 
east elevation of the addition, and a small gable roofed rear addition. The front building is defined by a 
flat roof with wide eaves and sawn log siding that has been painted. All of the windows are fixed, with 
three-, six-or nine-lights. The north end of the west elevation extends out from the rest of the front 
facade. The west elevation of this section contains one window with six lights that may be original, and 
the south elevation of the same section contains the outline of a pedestrian door that has been boarded 
up with plywood. This was likely the original front entrance. The recessed area to the south of this section 
is shaded by an overhang that is part of the flat roof. The overhang is supported by three wood posts. A 
replacement metal door, which serves as the restaurant’s main entrance, opens onto this porch area from 
the west elevation. South of the main door are two large, nine-light replacement windows. There is 
another nine-light replacement window on the south elevation. These larger window openings are likely 
not original to the building or have been significantly enlarged. The north elevation contains a fixed, three
-light window with horizontal wood muntins that may be original to the property. The original front 
gabled house extends from the rear (east) elevation of the log-clad building. It is clad in vertical composite 
siding and has a composite shingle roof. The gable end of the front (west) gable, which rises above the flat 
roof of the front building, is clad in vertical T1-11 siding. The north elevation contains one metal 
pedestrian door and four contemporary windows: one fixed, single-light window; two, two-light 
horizontal sliding windows; and one, three-light horizontal sliding window. A small gable roofed addition 
extends from the south elevation of the original house and is clad in vertical composite siding. The small 
addition contains one large, fixed, single-light window with horizontal sliding lights on either side. The 
building is surrounded by a paved parking lot and some landscaping.
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The city of Des Moines is located approximately halfway between Seattle and Tacoma, on the eastern side 
of Puget Sound (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). The town started as a logging community and as a 
real estate venture of F. A. Blasher, who moved from Des Moines, Iowa, to King County in 1888 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007; Lange, 1998). After World War I, Des Moines’ popularity rose when the 
town expanded its dock and ferry service, attracting increased numbers of summer vacationers. The 
population grew quickly after World War II and Des Moines was incorporated as a city in 1959 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007). While some buildings in Des Moines date to the 1920s and 1930s, many 
commercial and residential buildings were constructed during a period of suburban development in the 
1950s and 1960s. On January 31, 1967, Interstate 5 (I-5), which passed through Des Moines on the route 
from Everett to Tacoma, Washington, was completed and established another transportation route, in 
addition to Pacific Highway S (SR 99), for commuters in the area (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007).
The property at 22204 Pacific Highway South in Des Moines, Washington, which was constructed in 1959 
and is currently occupied by the Legend Motel, is not eligible for listing in the NRHP. The property is not 
eligible for the NRHP under Criterion A, which applies to buildings that are associated with events that 
have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of history, as no significant events are 
associated with this property. To be eligible for the NRHP under Criterion B, a property must be directly 
associated with a person considered significant within a historic context whose specific contribution to 
history has been both identified and documented. No such person who meets that definition is linked to 
this building. The property is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion C as it is an unremarkable example 
of a typical roadside motel from the mid-twentieth century and does not embody the distinctive 
characteristics of its type as well as other examples do; it is not the work of a master and does not possess 
high artistic value. The property is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion D for information potential 
because the materials and construction methods of the building do not convey important information 
that could contribute to understanding history or prehistory. Therefore, the property is not eligible for 
listing in the NRHP because it does not meet any of the eligibility criteria. Additionally, the building has 
undergone some alterations, including the replacement of some original doors and windows. As a result, 
the property has lost some integrity of materials. The building retains integrity of design, workmanship, 
setting, location, feeling and association.

Construction of the original Highway 1 in the state of Washington commenced in 1913. By October 1923, 
700 miles of a two-lane highway had been completed connecting Vancouver, British Columbia, to the 
Oregon-California border. Just after the highway was completed in 1924, however, plans were begun to 
reroute and improve the conditions of the highway. The project involved creating a new, wider, four-lane 
route further west that would connect Seattle and Tacoma, Washington, more directly (Kramak, 2010). 
The new roadway was completed in 1928 and acquired the title of Highway 1, while the original eastern 
route was renamed Highway 5 (Caster, 2007). The new Highway 1 became known as the Pacific Highway. 
Over the years, various parts of Highway 1 acquired alternative names, including the portion known as 
Pacific Highway S, which starts near Federal Way, Washington, and continues north, through Kent, Des 
Moines, and SeaTac, Washington (Kramak, 2010).
In 1926, Pacific Highway (HWY 1) was included as a numbered U.S. Highway (US 99) (U.S. Route 99, 2013). 
The following decades witnessed the rapid growth of businesses along the highway and the formation of a 
new auto-oriented roadside culture characterized by a proliferation of motels, restaurants, and rest stops 
(Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). Increased automobile ownership changed people’s perceptions 
about distance and allowed populations to sprawl around urban centers, increasing the number of 
residents in suburban towns and cities, including SeaTac, Des Moines, Kent, and Federal Way (Boyles, 
2010).
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22204 Pacific Highway South is occupied by the Legend Motel and was constructed in 1959. The one-
story, wood frame building, constructed on a poured concrete foundation, has an essentially U-shaped 
plan composed of three rectangular plan buildings with the bottom of the U on the east side of the 
property. Most of the motel’s rooms are accessed by exterior doors that line the interior elevations of the 
U and face a large, paved parking lot. In the center of the parking lot is a concrete island filled with mulch 
and several large boulders surrounding signage for the motel. All of the doors for the 30 motel rooms 
appear to be modern, metal replacements that are currently painted red. The building is clad in pebbled 
stucco. Since the building is constructed on land that changes grade, the north and south wings are 
covered with three consecutive gabled roofs. The roof heights get lower moving from east to west, 
creating a stair-stepped effect, and are hipped in the rear corners and at the end of the one small 
extension on the northeast end. The roof is covered with a composite shingle meant to look like clay tiles. 
The edges of each gable are lined in barrel vaulted clay tiles and the gable ends are clad in vertical 
composite siding. The roof has deep eaves that shade the motel’s primary elevations. Many of the 
windows on the interior elevations of the U appear to be original to the property and include several 
types of window styles: large window openings that contain one rectangular, fixed, single light, flanked by 
a single-light horizontal sliding sash and a shorter, rectangular, fixed, single-light placed above a small 
awning window; large, two-light windows with one fixed light and one horizontal sliding light; and several 
smaller one-over-one metal sash windows. In some cases, the small awning windows have been replaced 
by air conditioning units. All of the windows have aluminum frames. The motel’s main office is contained 
in the west end of the north wing of the motel and is defined by large, replacement, fixed, single light 
windows that wrap around the southwest corner of the wing. This section of the building contains one 
and a half stories. Two, two-light, horizontal sliding windows are located just below the peak of the gable 
on the west elevation, above the main office. The office is accessible through two pedestrian doors 
located on the south and west elevations of the north wing.
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The city of Des Moines is located approximately halfway between Seattle and Tacoma, on the eastern side 
of Puget Sound (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). The town started as a logging community and as a 
real estate venture of F. A. Blasher, who moved from Des Moines, Iowa, to King County in 1888 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007; Lange, 1998). After World War I, Des Moines’ popularity rose when the 
town expanded its dock and ferry service, attracting increased numbers of summer vacationers. The 
population grew quickly after World War II and Des Moines was incorporated as a city in 1959 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007). While some buildings in Des Moines date to the 1920s and 1930s, many 
commercial and residential buildings were constructed during a period of suburban development in the 
1950s and 1960s. On January 31, 1967, Interstate 5 (I-5), which passed through Des Moines on the route 
from Everett to Tacoma, Washington, was completed and established another transportation route, in 
addition to Pacific Highway S (SR 99), for commuters in the area (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007).
The property at 2628 South 222nd Street in Des Moines, Washington, which is a residential building 
constructed in 1966, is not eligible for listing in the NRHP. The property is not eligible for the NRHP under 
Criterion A, which applies to buildings that are associated with events that have made a significant 
contribution to the broad patterns of history, as no significant events are associated with this property. To 
be eligible for the NRHP under Criterion B, a property must be directly associated with a person 
considered significant within a historic context whose specific contribution to history has been both 
identified and documented. No such person who meets that definition is linked to this building. The 
property is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion C as it is a typical vernacular residence and does not 
embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction; it is not the work of a 
master and does not possess high artistic value. The property is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion 
D for information potential because the materials and construction methods of the building do not 
convey important information that could contribute to understanding history or prehistory. Therefore, 
the property is not eligible for listing in the NRHP because it does not meet any of the eligibility criteria. 
Additionally, the building has had a small addition on the west elevation. As a result, the property has lost 
some integrity of design. The building retains integrity of workmanship, materials, setting, location, 
feeling, and association.

Construction of the original Highway 1 in the state of Washington commenced in 1913. By October 1923, 
700 miles of a two-lane highway had been completed connecting Vancouver, British Columbia, to the 
Oregon-California border. Just after the highway was completed in 1924, however, plans were begun to 
reroute and improve the conditions of the highway. The project involved creating a new, wider, four-lane 
route further west that would connect Seattle and Tacoma, Washington, more directly (Kramak, 2010). 
The new roadway was completed in 1928 and acquired the title of Highway 1, while the original eastern 
route was renamed Highway 5 (Caster, 2007). The new Highway 1 became known as the Pacific Highway. 
Over the years, various parts of Highway 1 acquired alternative names, including the portion known as 
Pacific Highway S, which starts near Federal Way, Washington, and continues north, through Kent, Des 
Moines, and SeaTac, Washington (Kramak, 2010).
In 1926, Pacific Highway (HWY 1) was included as a numbered U.S. Highway (US 99) (U.S. Route 99, 2013). 
The following decades witnessed the rapid growth of businesses along the highway and the formation of a 
new auto-oriented roadside culture characterized by a proliferation of motels, restaurants, and rest stops 
(Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). Increased automobile ownership changed people’s perceptions 
about distance and allowed populations to sprawl around urban centers, increasing the number of 
residents in suburban towns and cities, including SeaTac, Des Moines, Kent, and Federal Way (Boyles, 
2010).
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2628 South 222nd Street is a one-story residential building built in 1966 with a square plan. The wood 
frame house is clad in stucco and sits on a poured concrete foundation. Built on land that changes grade, 
the house has an unfinished basement that is accessible through the rear (north) elevation. A composite 
shingle covers the hip roof, from which an interior slope brick chimney protrudes. Four concrete steps on 
the south elevation lead to a small concrete stoop and the original location of the front door, although the 
door appears to no longer be used. The original front door is shaded by a small, attached wood, shed 
overhang. A small, shed roofed addition on the west elevation serves as the new entrance, which is also 
accessed by four concrete steps on the south elevation of the addition. An arched opening leads to a 
small vestibule area and allows access to a door on the west elevation of the original house.  All of the 
windows on the original section of the house appear to be original, one-over-one wood sash windows or 
fixed three-light windows with horizontal wood muntins. On the south elevation, there are three 
windows: two, three-light windows with horizontal wood muntins on either end of the elevation and a 
smaller, sash window to the west of the original front door. The east elevation also contains two, three-
light windows with horizontal wood muntins. The north elevation contains two wood sash windows. The 
west elevation of the addition contains three contemporary style windows; the two on the north side are 
two-light horizontal sliding windows, and the one on the south side is a fixed, single-light window. North 
of the small addition, on the west elevation of the original building, is another original wood sash window. 
The area around the house includes grass, gravel, and some landscaping. A gravel driveway provides 
parking on the west side of the property.
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The city of Des Moines is located approximately halfway between Seattle and Tacoma, on the eastern side 
of Puget Sound (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). The town started as a logging community and as a 
real estate venture of F. A. Blasher, who moved from Des Moines, Iowa, to King County in 1888 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007; Lange, 1998). After World War I, Des Moines’ popularity rose when the 
town expanded its dock and ferry service, attracting increased numbers of summer vacationers. The 
population grew quickly after World War II and Des Moines was incorporated as a city in 1959 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007). While some buildings in Des Moines date to the 1920s and 1930s, many 
commercial and residential buildings were constructed during a period of suburban development in the 
1950s and 1960s. On January 31, 1967, Interstate 5 (I-5), which passed through Des Moines on the route 
from Everett to Tacoma, Washington, was completed and established another transportation route, in 
addition to Pacific Highway S (SR 99), for commuters in the area (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007).
The property at 22205 Pacific Highway South in Des Moines, Washington, which is a vacant commercial 
building constructed in 1938, is not eligible for listing in the NRHP. The property is not eligible for the 
NRHP under Criterion A, which applies to buildings that are associated with events that have made a 
significant contribution to the broad patterns of history, as no significant events are associated with this 
property. To be eligible for the NRHP under Criterion B, a property must be directly associated with a 
person considered significant within a historic context whose specific contribution to history has been 
both identified and documented. No such person who meets that definition is linked to this building. The 
property is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion C as it is a typical commercial building and does not 
embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction; it is not the work of a 
master and does not possess high artistic value. The property is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion 
D for information potential because the materials and construction methods of the building do not 
convey important information that could contribute to understanding history or prehistory. Therefore, 
the property is not eligible for listing in the NRHP because it does not meet any of the eligibility criteria. 
Additionally, the building has undergone extensive alterations, including a large addition on the west 
elevation, the replacement of all original doors and windows, and changes in cladding. As a result, the 
property has lost integrity of design, materials, feeling, workmanship, and association. The building 
retains integrity of setting and  location.

Construction of the original Highway 1 in the state of Washington commenced in 1913. By October 1923, 
700 miles of a two-lane highway had been completed connecting Vancouver, British Columbia, to the 
Oregon-California border. Just after the highway was completed in 1924, however, plans were begun to 
reroute and improve the conditions of the highway. The project involved creating a new, wider, four-lane 
route further west that would connect Seattle and Tacoma, Washington, more directly (Kramak, 2010). 
The new roadway was completed in 1928 and acquired the title of Highway 1, while the original eastern 
route was renamed Highway 5 (Caster, 2007). The new Highway 1 became known as the Pacific Highway. 
Over the years, various parts of Highway 1 acquired alternative names, including the portion known as 
Pacific Highway S, which starts near Federal Way, Washington, and continues north, through Kent, Des 
Moines, and SeaTac, Washington (Kramak, 2010).
In 1926, Pacific Highway (HWY 1) was included as a numbered U.S. Highway (US 99) (U.S. Route 99, 2013). 
The following decades witnessed the rapid growth of businesses along the highway and the formation of a 
new auto-oriented roadside culture characterized by a proliferation of motels, restaurants, and rest stops 
(Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). Increased automobile ownership changed people’s perceptions 
about distance and allowed populations to sprawl around urban centers, increasing the number of 
residents in suburban towns and cities, including SeaTac, Des Moines, Kent, and Federal Way (Boyles, 
2010).
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22205 Pacific Highway South is currently a vacant, one-story commercial property with a rear apartment 
unit and an essentially L-shaped plan. Constructed in 1938, it was originally a wood frame residential 
building with a rectangular plan. It has had extensive alterations and is clad in a variety of siding materials 
including brick veneer, asbestos shingle, and vertical wood siding, and has a concrete block foundation. 
An addition on the south end of the west elevation (creating an L shape) is concrete block, with painted 
concrete block exterior walls.  Composite shingle covers the cross hipped roof, from which an interior 
slope brick chimney protrudes. All of the windows and doors are modern replacements. The building is 
constructed on a slope, creating a basement level that is accessible from the rear (west) elevation, but is 
not visible from the front (east) elevation.  The east elevation is clad in brick veneer and contains two 
replacement metal and glass pedestrian doors bordered by fixed, single-light sidelight windows on the 
north. Between each of the doors are large window openings that each contain a row of three, fixed, 
single-light windows in black metal frames. The south end of the east elevation protrudes slightly and is 
covered by a hip roof that crosses the primary hip roof. The east elevation of the protruding section of the 
east elevation has a metal pedestrian door, flanked by a row of three, fixed, single-light windows on 
either side, that wrap around this section’s corners. There are no windows on the north elevation of the 
original building. The above-ground basement level is visible on the west elevation, which contains all 
replacement two-light, horizontal sliding windows with small wood window sills. The raised ground floor 
level on the west elevation (above the basement level) has a balcony with a railing clad in vertical wood 
siding. The exterior wall of the raised ground floor level on this elevation is clad in asbestos shingle siding. 
The basement level has a painted concrete block exterior wall. The concrete block addition extends from 
the south end of the west elevation and contains a basement and ground floor level. The ground floor 
level can be accessed by an exterior wood staircase. There are two pedestrian doors on the west 
elevation that lead to the basement level. The south elevation of the building contains two distinct 
sections: the original building on the east side clad in brick veneer, and the concrete addition on the west 
side that has painted concrete block exterior walls. There are two large, replacement, horizontal sliding 
windows, two smallm replacement, horizontal sliding windows, and one, small, rectangular, fixed, single-
light window on this elevation.  A sidewalk runs along the building’s east elevation, and a paved parking 
lot is located in the west side of the property.
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The city of Des Moines is located approximately halfway between Seattle and Tacoma, on the eastern side 
of Puget Sound (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). The town started as a logging community and as a 
real estate venture of F. A. Blasher, who moved from Des Moines, Iowa, to King County in 1888 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007; Lange, 1998). After World War I, Des Moines’ popularity rose when the 
town expanded its dock and ferry service, attracting increased numbers of summer vacationers. The 
population grew quickly after World War II and Des Moines was incorporated as a city in 1959 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007). While some buildings in Des Moines date to the 1920s and 1930s, many 
commercial and residential buildings were constructed during a period of suburban development in the 
1950s and 1960s. On January 31, 1967, Interstate 5 (I-5), which passed through Des Moines on the route 
from Everett to Tacoma, Washington, was completed and established another transportation route, in 
addition to Pacific Highway S (SR 99), for commuters in the area (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007).
The property at 22017-23 28th Avenue South in Des Moines, Washington, contains three buildings: a 
Craftsman style residence from 1928, an auto garage from 1954, and a small garage/accessory building 
from c.1967. No buildings on the property are eligible for listing in the NRHP. The property is not eligible 
for the NRHP under Criterion A, which applies to buildings that are associated with events that have made 
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of history, as no significant events are associated with this 
property. To be eligible for the NRHP under Criterion B, a property must be directly associated with a 
person considered significant within a historic context whose specific contribution to history has been 
both identified and documented. No such person who meets that definition is linked to this property. The 
property is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion C as it contains typical buildings from the early to mid
-twentieth century and that do not embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of 
construction; they are not the work of a master and do not possess high artistic value. The property is not 
eligible for the NRHP under Criterion D for information potential because the materials and construction 
methods of the buildings do not convey important information that could contribute to understanding 
history or prehistory. Therefore, the property is not eligible for listing in the NRHP because it does not 
meet any of the eligibility criteria. The residential building has undergone several alterations including the 
changing original door and window openings and the enclosure of both porches. The auto garage facility 
has all replacement doors and windows. As a result, the property has lost some integrity of design, 
materials, and workmanship. The property retains integrity of setting, location, feeling, and association.

Construction of the original Highway 1 in the state of Washington commenced in 1913. By October 1923, 
700 miles of a two-lane highway had been completed connecting Vancouver, British Columbia, to the 
Oregon-California border. Just after the highway was completed in 1924, however, plans were begun to 
reroute and improve the conditions of the highway. The project involved creating a new, wider, four-lane 
route further west that would connect Seattle and Tacoma, Washington, more directly (Kramak, 2010). 
The new roadway was completed in 1928 and acquired the title of Highway 1, while the original eastern 
route was renamed Highway 5 (Caster, 2007). The new Highway 1 became known as the Pacific Highway. 
Over the years, various parts of Highway 1 acquired alternative names, including the portion known as 
Pacific Highway S, which starts near Federal Way, Washington, and continues north, through Kent, Des 
Moines, and SeaTac, Washington (Kramak, 2010).
In 1926, Pacific Highway (HWY 1) was included as a numbered U.S. Highway (US 99) (U.S. Route 99, 2013). 
The following decades witnessed the rapid growth of businesses along the highway and the formation of a 
new auto-oriented roadside culture characterized by a proliferation of motels, restaurants, and rest stops 
(Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). Increased automobile ownership changed people’s perceptions 
about distance and allowed populations to sprawl around urban centers, increasing the number of 
residents in suburban towns and cities, including SeaTac, Des Moines, Kent, and Federal Way (Boyles, 
2010).
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A smaller garage/accessory building with a shed roof is located in the rear (west) of the property. It 
originally contained a retractable garage door and a pedestrian door on the east elevation, but the garage 
door has been replaced with two two-light sliding windows. There are two two-light sliding windows on 
the south elevation, and one on the north elevation. A deck has also been added to the west elevation, 
and the building appears to now be a vacant office.

North of the house is a one-story, light industrial, concrete block building with a flat roof with a simple 
parapet. The building is occupied by Southwest Auto Repair and is partially clad in horizontal T1-11 siding. 
All of the windows and doors appear to be replacements. The front (east) elevation contains two large 
retractable metal doors. The north elevation contains one fixed, single-light window and one two-light, 
horizontal sliding window. The south elevation contains one two-light horizontal window and one single-
light window covered in metal security bars. There is a pedestrian door on the south elevation that is also 
covered in a metal security door. Southwest Auto Repair is surrounded by pavement and some grass.

22017-23 28th Avenue South contains three buildings: a one-story residential duplex with a look-out 
basement in the center of the property; a small garage/accessory building on the south side of the 
property; and a one-story auto garage facility (Southwest Auto Repair) on the north side of the property. 
The two main buildings have rectangular plans while the accessory building is irregular. All are 
constructed on poured concrete foundations. The residential building has a front gable roof covered in a 
composite shingle with two interior ridge chimneys. The roof has deep eaves supported by wood knee 
braces. The building is clad in wood clapboards and contains a mix of original wood  windows, 
replacement windows, and replacement, fixed, single-light windows. The front porch  extends from the 
east elevation and is covered in a front gable roof that is lower in height than the main house. The porch 
has been enclosed and converted to living space. The east elevation of the porch enclosure contains two 
window openings. Originally, the window openings were identical and each contained a pair of two, one-
over-one wood sash windows. The south window opening, however, has been completely changed and 
now contains a smaller, two-light, horizontal sliding window. The north window opening remains in its 
original location, but now contains two replacement sash windows. The north elevation of the porch 
enclosure contains a replacement pedestrian door accessed by several steps with no railing. On the west 
elevation of the house is a small porch with eaves supported by columns partially clad in brick veneer. 
This back porch is barely visible from the public right-of-way. The south elevation of the house contains 
one pedestrian door opening that currently contains replacement, horizontal sliding glass doors accessed 
by five concrete steps with a wood railing. To the west of the glass doors are two large, window openings 
that each contain a row of three replacement one-over-one sash windows. One large, two-light horizontal 
sliding look-out window and one window of the same style but much smaller are visible on the basement 
level of the south elevation. To the north of the east porch enclosure, on the east elevation of the main 
section of the house, is a small wood sash window with the original three-light upper sash and a 
replacement one-light lower sash. A small attic vent is located in the east gable end. The north elevation 
contains a replacement metal door on the east end. The elevation also contains three replacement one-
over-one sash windows and two small, fixed, single-light windows. Several look-out windows are also 
visible on the basement level. The house is surrounded by grass, gravel, and some trees and bushes.
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The city of Des Moines is located approximately halfway between Seattle and Tacoma, on the eastern side 
of Puget Sound (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). The town started as a logging community and as a 
real estate venture of F. A. Blasher, who moved from Des Moines, Iowa, to King County in 1888 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007; Lange, 1998). After World War I, Des Moines’ popularity rose when the 
town expanded its dock and ferry service, attracting increased numbers of summer vacationers. The 
population grew quickly after World War II and Des Moines was incorporated as a city in 1959 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007). While some buildings in Des Moines date to the 1920s and 1930s, many 
commercial and residential buildings were constructed during a period of suburban development in the 
1950s and 1960s. On January 31, 1967, Interstate 5 (I-5), which passed through Des Moines on the route 
from Everett to Tacoma, Washington, was completed and established another transportation route, in 
addition to Pacific Highway S (SR 99), for commuters in the area (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007).
The property at 21935 Pacific Highway South in Des Moines, Washington, which was built in 1964 and is a 
commercial building occupied by Des Moines Veterinary Hospital, is not eligible for listing in the NRHP. 
The property is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion A, which applies to buildings that are associated 
with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of history, as no significant 
events are associated with this property. To be eligible for the NRHP under Criterion B, a property must be 
directly associated with a person considered significant within a historic context whose specific 
contribution to history has been both identified and documented. No such person who meets that 
definition is linked to this building. The property is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion C as it is a 
typical commercial facility and does not embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or 
method of construction; it is not the work of a master and does not possess high artistic value. The 
property is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion D for information potential because the materials 
and construction methods of the building do not convey important information that could contribute to 
understanding history or prehistory. Therefore, the property is not eligible for listing in the NRHP because 
it does not meet any of the eligibility criteria. Additionally, the building has undergone a recent and 
extensive renovation, including the replacement of all original openings, siding, and roof structure, and a 
complete re-design. As a result, the property has lost integrity of design, materials, workmanship, feeling, 
and association. The building retains integrity of setting and location.

Construction of the original Highway 1 in the state of Washington commenced in 1913. By October 1923, 
700 miles of a two-lane highway had been completed connecting Vancouver, British Columbia, to the 
Oregon-California border. Just after the highway was completed in 1924, however, plans were begun to 
reroute and improve the conditions of the highway. The project involved creating a new, wider, four-lane 
route further west that would connect Seattle and Tacoma, Washington, more directly (Kramak, 2010). 
The new roadway was completed in 1928 and acquired the title of Highway 1, while the original eastern 
route was renamed Highway 5 (Caster, 2007). The new Highway 1 became known as the Pacific Highway. 
Over the years, various parts of Highway 1 acquired alternative names, including the portion known as 
Pacific Highway S, which starts near Federal Way, Washington, and continues north, through Kent, Des 
Moines, and SeaTac, Washington (Kramak, 2010).
In 1926, Pacific Highway (HWY 1) was included as a numbered U.S. Highway (US 99) (U.S. Route 99, 2013). 
The following decades witnessed the rapid growth of businesses along the highway and the formation of a 
new auto-oriented roadside culture characterized by a proliferation of motels, restaurants, and rest stops 
(Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). Increased automobile ownership changed people’s perceptions 
about distance and allowed populations to sprawl around urban centers, increasing the number of 
residents in suburban towns and cities, including SeaTac, Des Moines, Kent, and Federal Way (Boyles, 
2010).
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21935 Pacific Highway South is a one-story commercial building that was constructed in 1964 and is 
currently occupied by the Des Moines Veterinary Hospital. The property was extensively renovated in 
2012, including exterior modifications, a new roof structure, and interior remodeling. Built on a poured 
concrete foundation, the wood frame building with an irregular plan is constructed on sloping ground, 
creating a basement level in the rear of the building that is not visible from the front (east) elevation. The 
building has a cross gable roof covered in composite shingles. All of the windows and doors on the 
building are modern replacements; the front and side (south) elevation contain all fixed, single-light 
windows, and the rear (west) elevation contains three fixed, single-light windows and three, three-light 
horizontal sliding windows with the middle light fixed. The north end of the east elevation contains the 
main entrance, which is covered by a front gable that crosses the building’s primary side gable roof. The 
entrance façade protrudes slightly from the rest of the elevation and contains a row of three large, 
rectangular windows flanked on each side by a metal and glass pedestrian door with a single fixed, 
sidelight. The protruding entrance area, including the gable end, is clad in horizontal composite siding, 
though the rest of the east elevation is clad in brick veneer. On the south end of the east elevation is a 
metal pedestrian door.  The south elevation is clad in horizontal composite siding under the side gable 
and contains a row of windows that are obscured by several trees that are planted directly in front of the 
elevation. A one story, new construction garage is located on the southwest corner of the property, on a 
lower grade than the front of the building. The garage has a flat roof and is clad in horizontal composite 
siding. The south elevation has a retractable vehicle door. The west elevation of the main building extends 
at the same height as the front of the building, despite the change in grade of the land. As a result of this 
slope, the back of the building is supported by wood pillars and creates an overhang that shades a 
covered parking area. This rear section of the building is clad in horizontal composite siding. The property 
is surrounded by some landscaping and paved areas for customer parking.
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Construction of the original Highway 1 in the state of Washington commenced in 1913. By October 1923, 
700 miles of a two-lane highway had been completed connecting Vancouver, British Columbia, to the 
Oregon-California border. Just after the highway was completed in 1924, however, plans were begun to 
reroute and improve the conditions of the highway. The project involved creating a new, wider, four-lane 
route further west that would connect Seattle and Tacoma, Washington, more directly (Kramak, 2010). 
The new roadway was completed in 1928 and acquired the title of Highway 1, while the original eastern 
route was renamed Highway 5 (Caster, 2007). The new Highway 1 became known as the Pacific Highway. 
Over the years, various parts of Highway 1 acquired alternative names, including the portion known as 
Pacific Highway S, which starts near Federal Way, Washington, and continues north, through Kent, Des 
Moines, and SeaTac, Washington (Kramak, 2010).
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The property at 2602 South 220th Street in Des Moines, Washington, which is a residential property built 
in 1947, is not eligible for listing in the NRHP. The property is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion A, 
which applies to buildings that are associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the 
broad patterns of history, as no significant events are associated with this property. To be eligible for the 
NRHP under Criterion B, a property must be directly associated with a person considered significant 
within a historic context whose specific contribution to history has been both identified and documented. 
No such person who meets that definition is linked to this building. The property is not eligible for the 
NRHP under Criterion C as it is a typical residential building from the mid-twentieth century and does not 
embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction; it is not the work of a 
master and does not possess high artistic value. The property is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion 
D for information potential because the materials and construction methods of the building do not 
convey important information that could contribute to understanding history or prehistory. Therefore, 
the property is not eligible for listing in the NRHP because it does not meet any of the eligibility criteria. In 
addition the property is altered including the replacement of original windows, doors, and siding, the 
relocation of the original front entrance, and several additions.  As a result, the property has lost integrity 
of materials, design, and workmanship. The area surrounding the property has also become substantially 
developed since the residence was built in 1947, compromising the building’s integrity of setting and 
feeling. The building retains integrity of location and association.

The city of Des Moines is located approximately halfway between Seattle and Tacoma, on the eastern side 
of Puget Sound (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). The town started as a logging community and as a 
real estate venture of F. A. Blasher, who moved from Des Moines, Iowa, to King County in 1888 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007; Lange, 1998). After World War I, Des Moines’ popularity rose when the 
town expanded its dock and ferry service, attracting increased numbers of summer vacationers. The 
population grew quickly after World War II and Des Moines was incorporated as a city in 1959 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007). While some buildings in Des Moines date to the 1920s and 1930s, many 
commercial and residential buildings were constructed during a period of suburban development in the 
1950s and 1960s. On January 31, 1967, Interstate 5 (I-5), which passed through Des Moines on the route 
from Everett to Tacoma, Washington, was completed and established another transportation route, in 
addition to Pacific Highway S (SR 99), for commuters in the area (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007).

In 1926, Pacific Highway (HWY 1) was included as a numbered U.S. Highway (US 99) (U.S. Route 99, 2013). 
The following decades witnessed the rapid growth of businesses along the highway and the formation of a 
new auto-oriented roadside culture characterized by a proliferation of motels, restaurants, and rest stops 
(Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). Increased automobile ownership changed people’s perceptions 
about distance and allowed populations to sprawl around urban centers, increasing the number of 
residents in suburban towns and cities, including SeaTac, Des Moines, Kent, and Federal Way (Boyles, 
2010).
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2602 South 220th Street is a one-story, wood frame, contemporary style, residential property with an 
essentially rectangular plan constructed in 1947. The building, which sits on a concrete slab foundation, is 
partially covered by a built up flat roof and partially covered by a built up shed roof with a deep open eave 
overhang. The original building was a small, rectangular plan structure with a flat roof and exterior walls 
clad in stucco. The main entrance was located on the west elevation. Circa 1954, a shed-roofed addition 
was constructed on the south elevation. The addition, the exterior walls of which are clad in asbestos 
shingles, is not as wide as the original building; however, the addition’s shed roof is the same width as the 
original building, creating a deep eave overhang over the east elevation of the addition. The overhang is 
supported by a narrow wood post. The front door was relocated under the overhang, on the addition’s 
east elevation. As such, the main entrance (a plain wood pedestrian door protected by a metal screen 
door) and a concrete porch is currently located under the deep, extended overhang in the southeast 
corner of the residence. A large, brick, exterior eave wall chimney protrudes on the south end of the west 
elevation and was part of the circa 1954 addition. The original chimney is still visible projecting from the 
original section of the roof. The building’s visible windows are contemporary replacements. The south 
elevation contains two, two-light horizontal sliding windows while the east elevation contains a two-light 
sliding window and two, one-over-one metal sash windows. On the south elevation of the original 
building, currently located under the overhang of the south addition, is a large, two-light horizontal sliding 
window. Aerial images indicate that another addition was constructed on the north elevation. This 
addition is not visible from the public right-of-way. The property is bordered by a white picket fence and 
includes a gravel driveway and side yard. The driveway runs along the west side of the house and leads to 
a large paved parking area.

Description of 
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The city of Des Moines is located approximately halfway between Seattle and Tacoma, on the eastern side 
of Puget Sound (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). The town started as a logging community and as a 
real estate venture of F. A. Blasher, who moved from Des Moines, Iowa, to King County in 1888 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007; Lange, 1998). After World War I, Des Moines’ popularity rose when the 
town expanded its dock and ferry service, attracting increased numbers of summer vacationers. The 
population grew quickly after World War II and Des Moines was incorporated as a city in 1959 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007). While some buildings in Des Moines date to the 1920s and 1930s, many 
commercial and residential buildings were constructed during a period of suburban development in the 
1950s and 1960s. On January 31, 1967, Interstate 5 (I-5), which passed through Des Moines on the route 
from Everett to Tacoma, Washington, was completed and established another transportation route, in 
addition to Pacific Highway S (SR 99), for commuters in the area (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007).
The property at 21841 Pacific Highway South in Des Moines, Washington, which was built in 1955 and is a 
light industrial facility occupied by Pete’s Welding, is not eligible for listing in the NRHP. The property is 
not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion A, which applies to buildings that are associated with events that 
have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of history, as no significant events are 
associated with this property. To be eligible for the NRHP under Criterion B, a property must be directly 
associated with a person considered significant within a historic context whose specific contribution to 
history has been both identified and documented. No such person who meets that definition is linked to 
this building. The property is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion C as it is a typical light industrial 
facility and does not embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction; it 
is not the work of a master and does not possess high artistic value. The property is not eligible for the 
NRHP under Criterion D for information potential because the materials and construction methods of the 
building do not convey important information that could contribute to understanding history or 
prehistory. Therefore, the property is not eligible for listing in the NRHP because it does not meet any of 
the eligibility criteria. Additionally, the building has undergone several alterations, including a large 
addition on the south elevation. As a result, the property has lost integrity of design and materials. The 
building retains integrity setting, workmanship, location, feeling and association.

Construction of the original Highway 1 in the state of Washington commenced in 1913. By October 1923, 
700 miles of a two-lane highway had been completed connecting Vancouver, British Columbia, to the 
Oregon-California border. Just after the highway was completed in 1924, however, plans were begun to 
reroute and improve the conditions of the highway. The project involved creating a new, wider, four-lane 
route further west that would connect Seattle and Tacoma, Washington, more directly (Kramak, 2010). 
The new roadway was completed in 1928 and acquired the title of Highway 1, while the original eastern 
route was renamed Highway 5 (Caster, 2007). The new Highway 1 became known as the Pacific Highway. 
Over the years, various parts of Highway 1 acquired alternative names, including the portion known as 
Pacific Highway S, which starts near Federal Way, Washington, and continues north, through Kent, Des 
Moines, and SeaTac, Washington (Kramak, 2010).
In 1926, Pacific Highway (HWY 1) was included as a numbered U.S. Highway (US 99) (U.S. Route 99, 2013). 
The following decades witnessed the rapid growth of businesses along the highway and the formation of a 
new auto-oriented roadside culture characterized by a proliferation of motels, restaurants, and rest stops 
(Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). Increased automobile ownership changed people’s perceptions 
about distance and allowed populations to sprawl around urban centers, increasing the number of 
residents in suburban towns and cities, including SeaTac, Des Moines, Kent, and Federal Way (Boyles, 
2010).
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21841 Pacific Highway South is a one-story light industrial facility that was constructed in 1955 and is 
currently occupied by Pete’s Welding. The property includes a concrete block, rectangular plan auto 
service building with a flat roof, and a large metal garage building with a gable roof built in 1979 on the 
south side of the property. The property is built on a small slope, with the main service building on higher 
ground, closer to Pacific Highway South. Built on a poured concrete foundation, the main  building has a 
flat, built-up roof. The building is composed of the original 1955 building on the north end, and a 1968 
concrete block addition on the south end. The front entrance and office area protrudes slightly from the 
center point of the front (east) elevation and contains a replacement metal and glass pedestrian door 
surrounded by fixed, single-light windows that wrap around the northeast and southeast corners of the 
entrance area. The east elevation of the north section contains (moving from south to north) a 
replacement, two-light horizontal sliding window, a metal pedestrian door with a small window, and two 
large retractable metal and glass doors for vehicle access. The north elevation contains three window 
openings, each of which contains a two-light window, with one larger, fixed light and one smaller, 
horizontal sliding light. On the south side of the main entrance is the 1968 concrete block addition with a 
higher roof height. The east elevation of the addition contains four, large retractable metal and glass 
doors with 18 lights each. The bottom three lights on each retractable door are opaque fiberglass. A large 
overhang extends from the south elevation of the addition, shading two horizontal sliding windows. The 
overhang is supported by four posts. All of the exterior walls of the building are painted concrete block. 
The property surrounding the buildings is all paved.
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The city of Des Moines is located approximately halfway between Seattle and Tacoma, on the eastern side 
of Puget Sound (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). The town started as a logging community and as a 
real estate venture of F. A. Blasher, who moved from Des Moines, Iowa, to King County in 1888 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007; Lange, 1998). After World War I, Des Moines’ popularity rose when the 
town expanded its dock and ferry service, attracting increased numbers of summer vacationers. The 
population grew quickly after World War II and Des Moines was incorporated as a city in 1959 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007). While some buildings in Des Moines date to the 1920s and 1930s, many 
commercial and residential buildings were constructed during a period of suburban development in the 
1950s and 1960s. On January 31, 1967, Interstate 5 (I-5), which passed through Des Moines on the route 
from Everett to Tacoma, Washington, was completed and established another transportation route, in 
addition to Pacific Highway S (SR 99), for commuters in the area (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007).
The property at 21615 Pacific Highway South in Des Moines, Washington, which was built in 1957 and is 
occupied by Bartell Drugs and Blumenthal Uniforms and Equipment, is not eligible for listing in the NRHP. 
The property is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion A, which applies to buildings that are associated 
with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of history, as no significant 
events are associated with this property. To be eligible for the NRHP under Criterion B, a property must be 
directly associated with a person considered significant within a historic context whose specific 
contribution to history has been both identified and documented. No such person who meets that 
definition is linked to this building. The property is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion C as it is a 
typical large retail store and does not embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method 
of construction; it is not the work of a master and does not possess high artistic value. The property is not 
eligible for the NRHP under Criterion D for information potential because the materials and construction 
methods of the building do not convey important information that could contribute to understanding 
history or prehistory. Therefore, the property is not eligible for listing in the NRHP because it does not 
meet any of the eligibility criteria. Additionally, the building has undergone several alterations and 
additions and has no original doors or windows. As a result, the property has lost integrity of design and 
materials. The building retains integrity of setting, workmanship, location, feeling, and association.

Construction of the original Highway 1 in the state of Washington commenced in 1913. By October 1923, 
700 miles of a two-lane highway had been completed connecting Vancouver, British Columbia, to the 
Oregon-California border. Just after the highway was completed in 1924, however, plans were begun to 
reroute and improve the conditions of the highway. The project involved creating a new, wider, four-lane 
route further west that would connect Seattle and Tacoma, Washington, more directly (Kramak, 2010). 
The new roadway was completed in 1928 and acquired the title of Highway 1, while the original eastern 
route was renamed Highway 5 (Caster, 2007). The new Highway 1 became known as the Pacific Highway. 
Over the years, various parts of Highway 1 acquired alternative names, including the portion known as 
Pacific Highway S, which starts near Federal Way, Washington, and continues north, through Kent, Des 
Moines, and SeaTac, Washington (Kramak, 2010).
In 1926, Pacific Highway (HWY 1) was included as a numbered U.S. Highway (US 99) (U.S. Route 99, 2013). 
The following decades witnessed the rapid growth of businesses along the highway and the formation of a 
new auto-oriented roadside culture characterized by a proliferation of motels, restaurants, and rest stops 
(Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). Increased automobile ownership changed people’s perceptions 
about distance and allowed populations to sprawl around urban centers, increasing the number of 
residents in suburban towns and cities, including SeaTac, Des Moines, Kent, and Federal Way (Boyles, 
2010).
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21615 Pacific Highway South is a large, one-story retail facility currently occupied Bartell Drugs and 
Blumenthal Uniforms and Equipment. Constructed in 1957 and built on a concrete slab foundation with a 
rectangular plan, the building’s main elevations are clad in a permastone veneer. The building appears to 
have been built in two stages. The northern section has a shallow front gable roof and the southern 
section has a flat roof. A boxed parapet surrounds most of the roof. The front (east) elevation has two 
main commercial fronts that align with the different roof structures: Bartell Drugs on the north and 
Blumenthal Uniforms and Equipment on the south. The Bartell section of the façade (which consumes the 
majority of the elevation) consists of four automated glass doors surrounded by fixed, single-light 
commercial-style windows. Vertical black panels have been attached to the parapet to create a decorative 
overhang, marking the location of the main entrance. North of the entrance are five, large, replacement, 
fixed, single-light windows placed above opaque composite panels. The Blumenthal section of the 
elevation consists of a metal and glass replacement door surrounded by large, fixed, single-light windows 
placed above opaque composite panels. Both businesses have large signs attached the awning. The north 
elevation of the addition has painted concrete block exterior walls and one metal pedestrian door that is 
accessible by a small flight of wooden stairs. West of the pedestrian door on the north elevation is a 
loading dock with a retractable metal door. The exterior walls of the south elevation are painted concrete 
block and there are no windows or doors. The building is surrounded by a large, paved parking lot.
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The city of Des Moines is located approximately halfway between Seattle and Tacoma, on the eastern side 
of Puget Sound (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). The town started as a logging community and as a 
real estate venture of F. A. Blasher, who moved from Des Moines, Iowa, to King County in 1888 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007; Lange, 1998). After World War I, Des Moines’ popularity rose when the 
town expanded its dock and ferry service, attracting increased numbers of summer vacationers. The 
population grew quickly after World War II and Des Moines was incorporated as a city in 1959 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007). While some buildings in Des Moines date to the 1920s and 1930s, many 
commercial and residential buildings were constructed during a period of suburban development in the 
1950s and 1960s. On January 31, 1967, Interstate 5 (I-5), which passed through Des Moines on the route 
from Everett to Tacoma, Washington, was completed and established another transportation route, in 
addition to Pacific Highway S (SR 99), for commuters in the area (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007).
The property at 21635 Pacific Highway South in Des Moines, Washington, which was built in 1958 and is 
occupied by Adult Airport Video, is not eligible for listing in the NRHP. The property is not eligible for the 
NRHP under Criterion A, which applies to buildings that are associated with events that have made a 
significant contribution to the broad patterns of history, as no significant events are associated with this 
property. To be eligible for the NRHP under Criterion B, a property must be directly associated with a 
person considered significant within a historic context whose specific contribution to history has been 
both identified and documented. No such person who meets that definition is linked to this building. The 
property is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion C as it is a typical strip commercial facility and does 
not embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction; it is not the work 
of a master and does not possess high artistic value. The property is not eligible for the NRHP under 
Criterion D for information potential because the materials and construction methods of the building do 
not convey important information that could contribute to understanding history or prehistory. 
Therefore, the property is not eligible for listing in the NRHP because it does not meet any of the eligibility 
criteria. Additionally, the building retains no original doors or windows. As a result, the property has lost 
some integrity of design and materials. The building retains integrity setting, workmanship, location, 
feeling and association.

Construction of the original Highway 1 in the state of Washington commenced in 1913. By October 1923, 
700 miles of a two-lane highway had been completed connecting Vancouver, British Columbia, to the 
Oregon-California border. Just after the highway was completed in 1924, however, plans were begun to 
reroute and improve the conditions of the highway. The project involved creating a new, wider, four-lane 
route further west that would connect Seattle and Tacoma, Washington, more directly (Kramak, 2010). 
The new roadway was completed in 1928 and acquired the title of Highway 1, while the original eastern 
route was renamed Highway 5 (Caster, 2007). The new Highway 1 became known as the Pacific Highway. 
Over the years, various parts of Highway 1 acquired alternative names, including the portion known as 
Pacific Highway S, which starts near Federal Way, Washington, and continues north, through Kent, Des 
Moines, and SeaTac, Washington (Kramak, 2010).
In 1926, Pacific Highway (HWY 1) was included as a numbered U.S. Highway (US 99) (U.S. Route 99, 2013). 
The following decades witnessed the rapid growth of businesses along the highway and the formation of a 
new auto-oriented roadside culture characterized by a proliferation of motels, restaurants, and rest stops 
(Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). Increased automobile ownership changed people’s perceptions 
about distance and allowed populations to sprawl around urban centers, increasing the number of 
residents in suburban towns and cities, including SeaTac, Des Moines, Kent, and Federal Way (Boyles, 
2010).
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21635 Pacific Highway South is a one-story retail facility that was constructed in 1958 and is currently 
occupied by the Adult Airport Video store. Built on a poured concrete foundation, the concrete block 
building with a rectangular plan is constructed on sloping ground, creating a basement level in the rear of 
the building that is not visible from the front (east) elevation. The building has a flat, built-up roof with a 
low parapet. A flat metal roof on metal supports that are set into the concrete sidewalk has been added 
across the front facade. A long, domed canvas awning is attached to the edge of the metal roof and runs 
across the front (east) elevation and wraps around the northeast corner. A row of ten, large, replacement, 
fixed, single-light windows defines the east elevation. Advertisements and an opaque, mirrored adhesive 
material cover the windows to obscure visibility into the store. The main entrance to the store is located 
on the building’s northeast chamfered corner and is composed of a pair of metal and glass doors 
surrounded by fixed, single-light windows. All of the windows have been covered with a mirrored 
material. There are two window openings that have been enclosed and a pedestrian door on the north 
elevation. The south elevation contains one pedestrian door accessible by a small flight of stairs. A 
garage/storage building built in 1985 is located at the rear of the property.
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The city of Des Moines is located approximately halfway between Seattle and Tacoma, on the eastern side 
of Puget Sound (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). The town started as a logging community and as a 
real estate venture of F. A. Blasher, who moved from Des Moines, Iowa, to King County in 1888 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007; Lange, 1998). After World War I, Des Moines’ popularity rose when the 
town expanded its dock and ferry service, attracting increased numbers of summer vacationers. The 
population grew quickly after World War II and Des Moines was incorporated as a city in 1959 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007). While some buildings in Des Moines date to the 1920s and 1930s, many 
commercial and residential buildings were constructed during a period of suburban development in the 
1950s and 1960s. On January 31, 1967, Interstate 5 (I-5), which passed through Des Moines on the route 
from Everett to Tacoma, Washington, was completed and established another transportation route, in 
addition to Pacific Highway S (SR 99), for commuters in the area (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007).
The property at 21665 Pacific Highway South in Des Moines, Washington, which was built in 1960 and is 
occupied by the Spa Warehouse, is not eligible for listing in the NRHP. The property is not eligible for the 
NRHP under Criterion A, which applies to buildings that are associated with events that have made a 
significant contribution to the broad patterns of history, as no significant events are associated with this 
property. To be eligible for the NRHP under Criterion B, a property must be directly associated with a 
person considered significant within a historic context whose specific contribution to history has been 
both identified and documented. No such person who meets that definition is linked to this building. The 
property is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion C as it is a typical twentieth-century retail store and 
does not embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction; it is not the 
work of a master and does not possess high artistic value. The property is not eligible for the NRHP under 
Criterion D for information potential because the materials and construction methods of the building do 
not convey important information that could contribute to understanding history or prehistory. 
Therefore, the property is not eligible for listing in the NRHP because it does not meet any of the eligibility 
criteria. Additionally, the building retains no original doors or windows. As a result, the property has lost 
some integrity of design and materials. The building retains integrity setting, workmanship, location, 
feeling and association.

Construction of the original Highway 1 in the state of Washington commenced in 1913. By October 1923, 
700 miles of a two-lane highway had been completed connecting Vancouver, British Columbia, to the 
Oregon-California border. Just after the highway was completed in 1924, however, plans were begun to 
reroute and improve the conditions of the highway. The project involved creating a new, wider, four-lane 
route further west that would connect Seattle and Tacoma, Washington, more directly (Kramak, 2010). 
The new roadway was completed in 1928 and acquired the title of Highway 1, while the original eastern 
route was renamed Highway 5 (Caster, 2007). The new Highway 1 became known as the Pacific Highway. 
Over the years, various parts of Highway 1 acquired alternative names, including the portion known as 
Pacific Highway S, which starts near Federal Way, Washington, and continues north, through Kent, Des 
Moines, and SeaTac, Washington (Kramak, 2010).
In 1926, Pacific Highway (HWY 1) was included as a numbered U.S. Highway (US 99) (U.S. Route 99, 2013). 
The following decades witnessed the rapid growth of businesses along the highway and the formation of a 
new auto-oriented roadside culture characterized by a proliferation of motels, restaurants, and rest stops 
(Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). Increased automobile ownership changed people’s perceptions 
about distance and allowed populations to sprawl around urban centers, increasing the number of 
residents in suburban towns and cities, including SeaTac, Des Moines, Kent, and Federal Way (Boyles, 
2010).
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21665 Pacific Highway South is a one-story retail facility that was constructed in 1960 and is currently 
occupied by the Spa Warehouse store. Built on a poured concrete foundation, the concrete block building 
with a rectangular plan is constructed on sloping ground, creating a basement level in the rear of the 
building that is not visible from the front (east) elevation. The building has a modern mansard roof with a 
flat top surrounded by a standing seam metal skirt that creates a deep overhang, which is extended on 
the front elevation. Here the roof overhang is supported by wood posts that are set into short pillars clad 
in permastone veneer. The store’s signage is attached to the mansard on the front and side (north) 
elevations. The east elevation is composed almost entirely by two pairs of glass and metal doors 
surrounded by replacement fixed, single-light windows. The narrow area between the foundation and the 
windows is clad in permastone veneer. The windows and the permastone veneer wrap around the 
northeast corner of the building, but do not extend the length of the north elevation. As such, the exterior 
wall of the north elevation is primarily painted concrete block. A large warehouse built in 1987 is in the 
rear (west) of the property. The main commercial building and the warehouse are surrounded by gravel, 
pavement, and some grass.
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The city of Des Moines is located approximately halfway between Seattle and Tacoma, on the eastern side 
of Puget Sound (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). The town started as a logging community and as a 
real estate venture of F. A. Blasher, who moved from Des Moines, Iowa, to King County in 1888 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007; Lange, 1998). After World War I, Des Moines’ popularity rose when the 
town expanded its dock and ferry service, attracting increased numbers of summer vacationers. The 
population grew quickly after World War II and Des Moines was incorporated as a city in 1959 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007). While some buildings in Des Moines date to the 1920s and 1930s, many 
commercial and residential buildings were constructed during a period of suburban development in the 
1950s and 1960s. On January 31, 1967, Interstate 5 (I-5), which passed through Des Moines on the route 
from Everett to Tacoma, Washington, was completed and established another transportation route, in 
addition to Pacific Highway S (SR 99), for commuters in the area (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007).
The property at 21606 Pacific Highway South in Des Moines, Washington, which was built in 1963 and is 
occupied by Winston 99 Auto Repair and Service, is not eligible for listing in the NRHP. The property is not 
eligible for the NRHP under Criterion A, which applies to buildings that are associated with events that 
have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of history, as no significant events are 
associated with this property. To be eligible for the NRHP under Criterion B, a property must be directly 
associated with a person considered significant within a historic context whose specific contribution to 
history has been both identified and documented. No such person who meets that definition is linked to 
this building. The property is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion C as it is an undistinguished 
example of a typical mid-century auto service station that lacks the distinctive characteristics that other 
examples of this type exhibit; it is not the work of a master and does not possess high artistic value. The 
property is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion D for information potential because the materials 
and construction methods of the building do not convey important information that could contribute to 
understanding history or prehistory. Therefore, the property is not eligible for listing in the NRHP because 
it does not meet any of the eligibility criteria. Additionally, the building has undergone several alterations; 
it has no original doors or windows and the service station equipment has been removed. As a result, the 
property has lost integrity of materials and association. The building retains integrity of design, setting, 
workmanship, location, and feeling.

Construction of the original Highway 1 in the state of Washington commenced in 1913. By October 1923, 
700 miles of a two-lane highway had been completed connecting Vancouver, British Columbia, to the 
Oregon-California border. Just after the highway was completed in 1924, however, plans were begun to 
reroute and improve the conditions of the highway. The project involved creating a new, wider, four-lane 
route further west that would connect Seattle and Tacoma, Washington, more directly (Kramak, 2010). 
The new roadway was completed in 1928 and acquired the title of Highway 1, while the original eastern 
route was renamed Highway 5 (Caster, 2007). The new Highway 1 became known as the Pacific Highway. 
Over the years, various parts of Highway 1 acquired alternative names, including the portion known as 
Pacific Highway S, which starts near Federal Way, Washington, and continues north, through Kent, Des 
Moines, and SeaTac, Washington (Kramak, 2010).
In 1926, Pacific Highway (HWY 1) was included as a numbered U.S. Highway (US 99) (U.S. Route 99, 2013). 
The following decades witnessed the rapid growth of businesses along the highway and the formation of a 
new auto-oriented roadside culture characterized by a proliferation of motels, restaurants, and rest stops 
(Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). Increased automobile ownership changed people’s perceptions 
about distance and allowed populations to sprawl around urban centers, increasing the number of 
residents in suburban towns and cities, including SeaTac, Des Moines, Kent, and Federal Way (Boyles, 
2010).
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21606 Pacific Highway South, which is occupied by Winston 99 Auto Repair and Service, is a one-story 
commercial garage and car service building constructed in 1963. Built on a concrete slab foundation with 
an L-shaped plan, the wood frame building is defined by a flat roof with extended eaves and a long, 
integrated overhang that extends from the south end of the west (front) elevation. The overhang, which is 
supported by two concrete pillars that sit on a small concrete island that originally held the fuel pumps, is 
angled slightly upward and cantilevers out beyond the support pillars. The building’s primary elevations 
(south, west, and part of the north) are clad in a large, faux-stone veneer. The west (front) elevation of 
the building contains large, replacement, fixed, single-light windows. Under the overhang, on the south 
end of the west elevation, is a glass and metal pedestrian door with a transom window, followed by a row 
of five large vertical, fixed windows. A row of opaque fiberglass panels runs across the top of the door and 
windows, and another row runs along the bottom of the windows. The north end of the west elevation 
contains another metal and glass pedestrian door topped by a transom and surrounded by fixed, single-
light windows that wrap around the northwest corner of the building. The northwest corner of the 
building is shaded by a convex vinyl awning that wraps around the corner of the building, under the eave 
overhang, with the garage name printed in bright colors. The south elevation contains two multi-light, 
metal and glass retractable doors. The door on the west has a row of opaque panels along the bottom. 
The door on the east has at least two rows of lights that are boarded over. Opaque panels run across the 
top of the door openings, similar to that on the west elevation. The property is surrounded by blacktop 
pavement.
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The city of Des Moines is located approximately halfway between Seattle and Tacoma, on the eastern side 
of Puget Sound (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). The town started as a logging community and as a 
real estate venture of F. A. Blasher, who moved from Des Moines, Iowa, to King County in 1888 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007; Lange, 1998). After World War I, Des Moines’ popularity rose when the 
town expanded its dock and ferry service, attracting increased numbers of summer vacationers. The 
population grew quickly after World War II and Des Moines was incorporated as a city in 1959 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007). While some buildings in Des Moines date to the 1920s and 1930s, many 
commercial and residential buildings were constructed during a period of suburban development in the 
1950s and 1960s. On January 31, 1967, Interstate 5 (I-5), which passed through Des Moines on the route 
from Everett to Tacoma, Washington, was completed and established another transportation route, in 
addition to Pacific Highway S (SR 99), for commuters in the area (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007).
The property at 21624 Pacific Highway South in Des Moines, Washington, which was built in 1963 and is 
occupied by several commercial businesses including Los Pinitos Mexican Restaurant, is not eligible for 
listing in the NRHP. The property is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion A, which applies to buildings 
that are associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of history, 
as no significant events are associated with this property. To be eligible for the NRHP under Criterion B, a 
property must be directly associated with a person considered significant within a historic context whose 
specific contribution to history has been both identified and documented. No such person who meets that 
definition is linked to this building. The property is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion C as it is a 
typical mid-century, roadside commercial property and does not embody the distinctive characteristics of 
a type, period, or method of construction; it is not the work of a master and does not possess high artistic 
value. The property is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion D for information potential because the 
materials and construction methods of the building do not convey important information that could 
contribute to understanding history or prehistory. Therefore, the property is not eligible for listing in the 
NRHP because it does not meet any of the eligibility criteria. Additionally, the building has undergone 
several alterations; it has no original doors or windows, it has likely had an addition, and a plywood skirt 
has been added to the bottom of the eaves. As a result, the property has lost integrity of materials. The 
building retains integrity of design, setting, workmanship, location, feeling and association.

Construction of the original Highway 1 in the state of Washington commenced in 1913. By October 1923, 
700 miles of a two-lane highway had been completed connecting Vancouver, British Columbia, to the 
Oregon-California border. Just after the highway was completed in 1924, however, plans were begun to 
reroute and improve the conditions of the highway. The project involved creating a new, wider, four-lane 
route further west that would connect Seattle and Tacoma, Washington, more directly (Kramak, 2010). 
The new roadway was completed in 1928 and acquired the title of Highway 1, while the original eastern 
route was renamed Highway 5 (Caster, 2007). The new Highway 1 became known as the Pacific Highway. 
Over the years, various parts of Highway 1 acquired alternative names, including the portion known as 
Pacific Highway S, which starts near Federal Way, Washington, and continues north, through Kent, Des 
Moines, and SeaTac, Washington (Kramak, 2010).
In 1926, Pacific Highway (HWY 1) was included as a numbered U.S. Highway (US 99) (U.S. Route 99, 2013). 
The following decades witnessed the rapid growth of businesses along the highway and the formation of a 
new auto-oriented roadside culture characterized by a proliferation of motels, restaurants, and rest stops 
(Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). Increased automobile ownership changed people’s perceptions 
about distance and allowed populations to sprawl around urban centers, increasing the number of 
residents in suburban towns and cities, including SeaTac, Des Moines, Kent, and Federal Way (Boyles, 
2010).
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21624 Pacific Highway South, which has several commercial spaces (one of which is occupied by Los 
Pinitos Mexican Restaurant), is a one-story commercial building constructed in 1963. Built on a poured 
concrete foundation with an L-shaped plan, the concrete block building is defined by a flat roof with 
extended eaves that are supported by a series of curved concrete supports that run vertically up the 
exterior walls of the front (west) elevation and under the eaves, forming a right angle where the eave 
meets the roof. The concrete supports are currently painted a bright orange and are positioned after 
every third bay of windows or doors. Plywood skirting clad in vertical T 1-11 has been added along the 
bottom edge of the eaves. The building is constructed into sloped land, making the roof in the rear (east) 
side of the property appear to be nearly at ground level. The west elevation contains rows of large 
replacement, fixed, single-light windows set above faux-stone veneer. The longer section of the L-shaped 
plan contains four commercial spaces, three of which are currently vacant. The façade of each commercial 
space contains a metal and glass pedestrian door flanked by two large, fixed, single-light windows placed 
above a short wall clad in faux-stone veneer. Each commercial space is divided from the neighboring 
space by one of the curved concrete supports. The north end of the west elevation protrudes from the 
rest of the building and creates the bottom part of the L shape. This section was likely an addition. The 
west elevation of this section contains six windows set above faux-stone veneer exterior walls, with a 
concrete support on both ends and another in the middle (bisecting the six windows into two sets of 
three). The south elevation of this section contains one metal and glass pedestrian door surrounded by 
fixed, single-light windows. The north elevation of this addition contains a metal and glass pedestrian 
door with two fixed, single-light windows to the east, and one fixed, single-light window to the west. Brick 
veneer is used on the exterior wall under the large windows on this elevation, instead of faux-stone. The 
east end of the north elevation has painted concrete exterior walls.
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The city of Des Moines is located approximately halfway between Seattle and Tacoma, on the eastern side 
of Puget Sound (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). The town started as a logging community and as a 
real estate venture of F. A. Blasher, who moved from Des Moines, Iowa, to King County in 1888 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007; Lange, 1998). After World War I, Des Moines’ popularity rose when the 
town expanded its dock and ferry service, attracting increased numbers of summer vacationers. The 
population grew quickly after World War II and Des Moines was incorporated as a city in 1959 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007). While some buildings in Des Moines date to the 1920s and 1930s, many 
commercial and residential buildings were constructed during a period of suburban development in the 
1950s and 1960s. On January 31, 1967, Interstate 5 (I-5), which passed through Des Moines on the route 
from Everett to Tacoma, Washington, was completed and established another transportation route, in 
addition to Pacific Highway S (SR 99), for commuters in the area (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007).
The property at 2717 South 216th Street in Des Moines, Washington, which was originally built in 1953 
and is occupied by West View Motel, is not eligible for listing in the NRHP. The property is not eligible for 
the NRHP under Criterion A, which applies to buildings that are associated with events that have made a 
significant contribution to the broad patterns of history, as no significant events are associated with this 
property. To be eligible for the NRHP under Criterion B, a property must be directly associated with a 
person considered significant within a historic context whose specific contribution to history has been 
both identified and documented. No such person who meets that definition is linked to this building. The 
property is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion C as it is an undistinguished example of a typical mid-
century, roadside motel and lacks the distinctive characteristics of other examples of its type and period; 
it is not the work of a master and does not possess high artistic value. The property is not eligible for the 
NRHP under Criterion D for information potential because the materials and construction methods of the 
building do not convey important information that could contribute to understanding history or 
prehistory. Therefore, the property is not eligible for listing in the NRHP because it does not meet any of 
the eligibility criteria. Additionally, the building has undergone several large additions and alterations and 
retains no original doors or windows. As a result, the property has lost integrity of design and materials. 
The building retains integrity of setting, workmanship, location, feeling, and association.

Construction of the original Highway 1 in the state of Washington commenced in 1913. By October 1923, 
700 miles of a two-lane highway had been completed connecting Vancouver, British Columbia, to the 
Oregon-California border. Just after the highway was completed in 1924, however, plans were begun to 
reroute and improve the conditions of the highway. The project involved creating a new, wider, four-lane 
route further west that would connect Seattle and Tacoma, Washington, more directly (Kramak, 2010). 
The new roadway was completed in 1928 and acquired the title of Highway 1, while the original eastern 
route was renamed Highway 5 (Caster, 2007). The new Highway 1 became known as the Pacific Highway. 
Over the years, various parts of Highway 1 acquired alternative names, including the portion known as 
Pacific Highway S, which starts near Federal Way, Washington, and continues north, through Kent, Des 
Moines, and SeaTac, Washington (Kramak, 2010).
In 1926, Pacific Highway (HWY 1) was included as a numbered U.S. Highway (US 99) (U.S. Route 99, 2013). 
The following decades witnessed the rapid growth of businesses along the highway and the formation of a 
new auto-oriented roadside culture characterized by a proliferation of motels, restaurants, and rest stops 
(Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). Increased automobile ownership changed people’s perceptions 
about distance and allowed populations to sprawl around urban centers, increasing the number of 
residents in suburban towns and cities, including SeaTac, Des Moines, Kent, and Federal Way (Boyles, 
2010).
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The south wing of the motel, which extends south from the northeast corner of the north wing, is 
composed of a two buildings, one built in 1959 and one the original built in 1953. The 1959 addition is a 
two-story concrete block building with a gable roof on the north end. It is attached to the 1953 building, a 
one-story concrete block building with a gable roof on the south end. Both buildings have roofs clad in 
composite barrel tiles. All of the motel rooms in the north wing are accessed by exterior doors along the 
west elevation and all of the windows on the west and east elevations are modern, horizontal sliding 
windows that match those on the north elevation of the main building. The two-story section has a 
balcony with a metal railing that runs the length of the floor and can be accessed by exterior metal stairs. 
The exterior walls of the south wing are painted concrete block. The gable ends are clad in vertical 
composite siding. A small, flat roof, one-story addition is on the east elevation of the south wing.

2717 South 216th Street is occupied by West View Motel and was originally constructed in 1953. The 
concrete block building, constructed on a poured concrete foundation, has an essentially L-shaped plan, 
composed of a two-story, rectangular plan building that serves as the front of the motel, set at a right 
angle to two buildings that compose a much longer wing of motel rooms that run along the east side of 
the property. The two perpendicular wings meet at the northeast corner of the property. Most of the 
motel’s rooms are accessed by exterior doors that line the interior elevations of the south wing of the L, 
and face a large, paved parking lot. All of the doors and windows on the property appear to be modern 
replacements. The two-story north wing, which serves as the motel’s main entry, was built as an addition 
in 1962. It has a flat, built-up roof with a deep eave overhang that shades a long balcony running across 
the second story of the front (north) elevation. The balcony is supported by metal pillars that are secured 
into the ground below. The first and second story exterior walls are clad in vertical composite siding above 
faux-stone veneer siding. On the ground floor level of the north wing there are three paneled motel room 
doors and three replacement horizontal sliding windows. To the west of the rooms is a glass and metal 
pedestrian door that serves as the motel’s main entrance. To the west of the main entrance is a horizontal 
sliding window identical to the others on the same elevation. The ground floor level does not extend 
beyond this window. The second floor, however, is nearly twice as long as the ground floor. As such, the 
west end of the second floor serves as a covering for a driveway that passes by the main office and leads 
to the rear parking lot. This cantilevered section of the second floor is supported by metal pillars set into 
concrete bases. The second story contains six, paneled motel room doors and six, two-light, horizontal 
sliding windows. A simple metal railing runs along the second story balcony, which can be accessed by 
exterior metal stairs. The vertical composite siding and faux-stone veneer continues around the northwest 
corner of the ground floor and along the width of the west elevation. The west elevation of the ground 
floor contains two, large, replacement, fixed, single-light windows that overlook the driveway. The west 
elevation of the second floor is entirely clad in faux-stone veneer, serving as the backdrop to the West 
View Motel sign. A one-story concrete block addition with a flat roof is attached to the south elevation of 
the north wing. The exterior walls of this addition are painted concrete block. The east elevation of the 
north wing is decorated with geometric shapes carved into a concrete exterior wall.
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The city of Des Moines is located approximately halfway between Seattle and Tacoma, on the eastern side 
of Puget Sound (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). The town started as a logging community and as a 
real estate venture of F. A. Blasher, who moved from Des Moines, Iowa, to King County in 1888 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007; Lange, 1998). After World War I, Des Moines’ popularity rose when the 
town expanded its dock and ferry service, attracting increased numbers of summer vacationers. The 
population grew quickly after World War II and Des Moines was incorporated as a city in 1959 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007). While some buildings in Des Moines date to the 1920s and 1930s, many 
commercial and residential buildings were constructed during a period of suburban development in the 
1950s and 1960s. On January 31, 1967, Interstate 5 (I-5), which passed through Des Moines on the route 
from Everett to Tacoma, Washington, was completed and established another transportation route, in 
addition to Pacific Highway S (SR 99), for commuters in the area (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007).
The property at 3018 South 221st Street in Des Moines, Washington, which is a single family residential 
building constructed in 1953, is not eligible for listing in the NRHP. The property is not eligible for the 
NRHP under Criterion A, which applies to buildings that are associated with events that have made a 
significant contribution to the broad patterns of history, as no significant events are associated with this 
property. To be eligible for the NRHP under Criterion B, a property must be directly associated with a 
person considered significant within a historic context whose specific contribution to history has been 
both identified and documented. No such person who meets that definition is linked to this building. The 
property is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion C as it is a typical mid-twentieth century residential 
building and does not embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction; 
it is not the work of a master and does not possess high artistic value. The property is not eligible for the 
NRHP under Criterion D for information potential because the materials and construction methods of the 
buildings do not convey important information that could contribute to understanding history or 
prehistory. Therefore, the property is not eligible for listing in the NRHP because it does not meet any of 
the eligibility criteria. The building has been altered several times, including the replacement of all original 
siding and doors and a large addition on the west elevation. As a result, the property has lost integrity of 
materials, design, and workmanship. The building retains integrity of setting, location, feeling and 
association.

Construction of the original Highway 1 in the state of Washington commenced in 1913. By October 1923, 
700 miles of a two-lane highway had been completed connecting Vancouver, British Columbia, to the 
Oregon-California border. Just after the highway was completed in 1924, however, plans were begun to 
reroute and improve the conditions of the highway. The project involved creating a new, wider, four-lane 
route further west that would connect Seattle and Tacoma, Washington, more directly (Kramak, 2010). 
The new roadway was completed in 1928 and acquired the title of Highway 1, while the original eastern 
route was renamed Highway 5 (Caster, 2007). The new Highway 1 became known as the Pacific Highway. 
Over the years, various parts of Highway 1 acquired alternative names, including the portion known as 
Pacific Highway S, which starts near Federal Way, Washington, and continues north, through Kent, Des 
Moines, and SeaTac, Washington (Kramak, 2010).
In 1926, Pacific Highway (HWY 1) was included as a numbered U.S. Highway (US 99) (U.S. Route 99, 2013). 
The following decades witnessed the rapid growth of businesses along the highway and the formation of a 
new auto-oriented roadside culture characterized by a proliferation of motels, restaurants, and rest stops 
(Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). Increased automobile ownership changed people’s perceptions 
about distance and allowed populations to sprawl around urban centers, increasing the number of 
residents in suburban towns and cities, including SeaTac, Des Moines, Kent, and Federal Way (Boyles, 
2010).
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3018 South 221st Street is a one-story residential building, built in 1953. It is a rectangular plan house that 
is original to the property with a large, shed roofed addition on the west elevation. As a result of the 
addition, the house currently has an irregular floor plan. Many of the visible windows and doors are 
contemporary replacements. The building is clad in horizontal composite siding and sits on a concrete slab 
foundation. A composite shingle roof covers the side gable roof with deep eave overhangs on the original 
section of the house and also covers the shed roof on the addition. The front (south) elevation contains a 
replacement front door that sits adjacent to a large fixed, three-light window with vertical muntins that 
may be original to the house. A small concrete platform with a metal railing creates a porch on the south 
elevation. The west elevation of the main house contains a two-light window with one fixed light and one 
casement light. This window may also be original to the property, although a new wood frame has been 
added on the exterior. Directly north of this window is a narrow exterior concrete block chimney. North of 
the chimney is a large, shed-roofed addition with a rectangular plan. The south elevation of the addition 
contains a two-light, horizontal sliding window. The west elevation of the addition contains a replacement 
three-light horizontal sliding window, a one-over-one sash window, and a fixed, 18-light window. The 
house is surrounded by grass, vegetation, and gravel.
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The city of Des Moines is located approximately halfway between Seattle and Tacoma, on the eastern side 
of Puget Sound (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). The town started as a logging community and as a 
real estate venture of F. A. Blasher, who moved from Des Moines, Iowa, to King County in 1888 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007; Lange, 1998). After World War I, Des Moines’ popularity rose when the 
town expanded its dock and ferry service, attracting increased numbers of summer vacationers. The 
population grew quickly after World War II and Des Moines was incorporated as a city in 1959 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007). While some buildings in Des Moines date to the 1920s and 1930s, many 
commercial and residential buildings were constructed during a period of suburban development in the 
1950s and 1960s. On January 31, 1967, Interstate 5 (I-5), which passed through Des Moines on the route 
from Everett to Tacoma, Washington, was completed and established another transportation route, in 
addition to Pacific Highway S (SR 99), for commuters in the area (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007).
The property at 3027 South 220th Street in Des Moines, Washington, which is a residential building 
constructed in 1962, is not eligible for listing in the NRHP. The property is not eligible for the NRHP under 
Criterion A, which applies to buildings that are associated with events that have made a significant 
contribution to the broad patterns of history, as no significant events are associated with this property. To 
be eligible for the NRHP under Criterion B, a property must be directly associated with a person 
considered significant within a historic context whose specific contribution to history has been both 
identified and documented. No such person who meets that definition is linked to this building. The 
property is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion C as it is a typical mid-twentieth century residential 
building and does not embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction; 
it is not the work of a master and does not possess high artistic value. The property is not eligible for the 
NRHP under Criterion D for information potential because the materials and construction methods of the 
buildings do not convey important information that could contribute to understanding history or 
prehistory. Therefore, the property is not eligible for listing in the NRHP because it does not meet any of 
the eligibility criteria. The building has been altered several times, including the replacement of original 
doors and windows and the enclosure of a carport on the west elevation. As a result, the property has lost 
integrity of materials and design. The building retains integrity of workmanship, setting, location, feeling 
and association.

Construction of the original Highway 1 in the state of Washington commenced in 1913. By October 1923, 
700 miles of a two-lane highway had been completed connecting Vancouver, British Columbia, to the 
Oregon-California border. Just after the highway was completed in 1924, however, plans were begun to 
reroute and improve the conditions of the highway. The project involved creating a new, wider, four-lane 
route further west that would connect Seattle and Tacoma, Washington, more directly (Kramak, 2010). 
The new roadway was completed in 1928 and acquired the title of Highway 1, while the original eastern 
route was renamed Highway 5 (Caster, 2007). The new Highway 1 became known as the Pacific Highway. 
Over the years, various parts of Highway 1 acquired alternative names, including the portion known as 
Pacific Highway S, which starts near Federal Way, Washington, and continues north, through Kent, Des 
Moines, and SeaTac, Washington (Kramak, 2010).
In 1926, Pacific Highway (HWY 1) was included as a numbered U.S. Highway (US 99) (U.S. Route 99, 2013). 
The following decades witnessed the rapid growth of businesses along the highway and the formation of a 
new auto-oriented roadside culture characterized by a proliferation of motels, restaurants, and rest stops 
(Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). Increased automobile ownership changed people’s perceptions 
about distance and allowed populations to sprawl around urban centers, increasing the number of 
residents in suburban towns and cities, including SeaTac, Des Moines, Kent, and Federal Way (Boyles, 
2010).
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3027 South 220th Street is a one-story residential ranch style building with a rectangular plan that was 
built in 1962. The house sits on a concrete slab foundation and all of the visible windows and doors are 
contemporary replacements. The upper half of the exterior walls of the wood frame house are clad in 
vertical composite siding and the lower half of the exterior walls are clad in horizontal composite siding. A 
composite rolled roofing material covers the side gabled roof, which is defined by a deep eave overhang 
and exposed rafter tails. The west end of the house, which currently contains an interior garage with a 
retractable metal door on the north elevation, was originally a carport that was covered by the primary 
roof and supported on the west end by three wood pillars. At some point, the carport was enclosed and 
clad in vertical composite siding.  To the east of the garage is the main living space. The replacement 
plywood front door is located on the north elevation under an integrated shed roofed overhang covered 
in rolled roofing material. The overhang shades a small concrete porch and is supported by two wood 
pillars. Between the front door and the retractable garage door is a large replacement window with a 
fixed, single-light window placed over a smaller fixed, single-light flanked by two single-light awning 
windows. East of the front door are two, two-light horizontal sliding windows. Another integrated shed 
roofed overhang extends from the rear (south) elevation. The property has a paved driveway and a large 
back yard that is surrounded by a high chain link and wood fence.
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The city of Des Moines is located approximately halfway between Seattle and Tacoma, on the eastern side 
of Puget Sound (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). The town started as a logging community and as a 
real estate venture of F. A. Blasher, who moved from Des Moines, Iowa, to King County in 1888 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007; Lange, 1998). After World War I, Des Moines’ popularity rose when the 
town expanded its dock and ferry service, attracting increased numbers of summer vacationers. The 
population grew quickly after World War II and Des Moines was incorporated as a city in 1959 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007). While some buildings in Des Moines date to the 1920s and 1930s, many 
commercial and residential buildings were constructed during a period of suburban development in the 
1950s and 1960s. On January 31, 1967, Interstate 5 (I-5), which passed through Des Moines on the route 
from Everett to Tacoma, Washington, was completed and established another transportation route, in 
addition to Pacific Highway S (SR 99), for commuters in the area (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007).
The property at 2812 South 226th Street in Des Moines, Washington, which is a residential property built 
in 1943, is not eligible for listing in the NRHP. The property is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion A, 
which applies to buildings that are associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the 
broad patterns of history, as no significant events are associated with this property. To be eligible for the 
NRHP under Criterion B, a property must be directly associated with a person considered significant 
within a historic context whose specific contribution to history has been both identified and documented. 
No such person who meets that definition is linked to this building. The property is not eligible for the 
NRHP under Criterion C as it is a typical residential building from the early to mid-twentieth century and 
does not embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction; it is not the 
work of a master and does not possess high artistic value. The property is not eligible for the NRHP under 
Criterion D for information potential because the materials and construction methods of the building do 
not convey important information that could contribute to understanding history or prehistory. 
Therefore, the property is not eligible for listing in the NRHP because it does not meet any of the eligibility 
criteria. In addition the building is altered including the replacement of the original roof and some original 
windows and a carport addition. As a result, the property has lost integrity of materials and design. The 
building retains integrity of feeling, workmanship, setting, location, and association.

Construction of the original Highway 1 in the state of Washington commenced in 1913. By October 1923, 
700 miles of a two-lane highway had been completed connecting Vancouver, British Columbia, to the 
Oregon-California border. Just after the highway was completed in 1924, however, plans were begun to 
reroute and improve the conditions of the highway. The project involved creating a new, wider, four-lane 
route further west that would connect Seattle and Tacoma, Washington, more directly (Kramak, 2010). 
The new roadway was completed in 1928 and acquired the title of Highway 1, while the original eastern 
route was renamed Highway 5 (Caster, 2007). The new Highway 1 became known as the Pacific Highway. 
Over the years, various parts of Highway 1 acquired alternative names, including the portion known as 
Pacific Highway S, which starts near Federal Way, Washington, and continues north, through Kent, Des 
Moines, and SeaTac, Washington (Kramak, 2010).
In 1926, Pacific Highway (HWY 1) was included as a numbered U.S. Highway (US 99) (U.S. Route 99, 2013). 
The following decades witnessed the rapid growth of businesses along the highway and the formation of a 
new auto-oriented roadside culture characterized by a proliferation of motels, restaurants, and rest stops 
(Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). Increased automobile ownership changed people’s perceptions 
about distance and allowed populations to sprawl around urban centers, increasing the number of 
residents in suburban towns and cities, including SeaTac, Des Moines, Kent, and Federal Way (Boyles, 
2010).
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2812 South 226th Street is a one-and-a-half-story, wood frame, vernacular style, single-family residential 
property with an L-shaped plan constructed in 1943. The building, which sits on a concrete block 
foundation and has a look out basement, is topped by a corrugated metal, cross gabled roof with shallow 
boxed eaves. The exterior walls of the residence are clad in brick veneer. The front entrance, which is 
shaded by an attached front gabled overhang, is located in the center of the front (east) elevation. 
Originally, this overhang was supported by simple posts. Currently, the side walls on the north and south 
sides of the overhang have been enclosed to form a small vestibule area. A three-light window with 
horizontal muntins is located to the north of the entrance area and a large, two-light horizontal sliding 
replacement window is located to the south. Above the entrance is a three-light horizontal sliding 
replacement window. This front façade is covered by the primary front gabled roof. A small, two-light 
horizontal sliding window is located on the south elevation. A large, rectangular plan section of the house 
extends from the west end of the south elevation and is covered by a side gabled roof that crosses the 
primary front gabled roof. A narrow interior slope brick chimney protrudes from side gabled roof and a 
large exterior gable wall brick chimney is located on the south elevation. The roof’s eave extends to form 
a covered porch area along the east elevation of the projection. A pedestrian door and a window opening 
are located underneath the eave overhang, the southeast corner of which is supported by a simple brick 
column. The west elevation’s ground floor contains a two-light horizontal sliding replacement window and 
a fixed, single-light window flanked on either side by three-light windows with horizontal muntins. A 
small, two-light horizontal sliding window is located under the gable peak on the west elevation. Several 
look out basement windows, most of which appear to be two-light horizontal sliding replacements, are 
located in the foundation level of the west elevation.  A gabled roof dormer, which is clad in horizontal 
wood siding, protrudes from the north side of the roof and contains a small window opening, the style of 
which is not visible from the public right-of-way. According to the King County Assessor’s website, a 440-
square foot, two-car carport was constructed circa 1945. The carport, however, is not visible from the 
public right-of-way.
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The city of Des Moines is located approximately halfway between Seattle and Tacoma, on the eastern side 
of Puget Sound (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). The town started as a logging community and as a 
real estate venture of F. A. Blasher, who moved from Des Moines, Iowa, to King County in 1888 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007; Lange, 1998). After World War I, Des Moines’ popularity rose when the 
town expanded its dock and ferry service, attracting increased numbers of summer vacationers. The 
population grew quickly after World War II and Des Moines was incorporated as a city in 1959 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007). While some buildings in Des Moines date to the 1920s and 1930s, many 
commercial and residential buildings were constructed during a period of suburban development in the 
1950s and 1960s. On January 31, 1967, Interstate 5 (I-5), which passed through Des Moines on the route 
from Everett to Tacoma, Washington, was completed and established another transportation route, in 
addition to Pacific Highway S (SR 99), for commuters in the area (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007).
The property at 22659 Pacific Highway South in Des Moines, Washington, which is a mixed use parcel that 
contains a residential duplex and a single-family residence built in 1950 along with a commercial office 
building constructed in 1998, is not eligible for listing in the NRHP. The property is not eligible for the 
NRHP under Criterion A, which applies to buildings that are associated with events that have made a 
significant contribution to the broad patterns of history, as no significant events are associated with this 
property. To be eligible for the NRHP under Criterion B, a property must be directly associated with a 
person considered significant within a historic context whose specific contribution to history has been 
both identified and documented. No such person who meets that definition is linked to these buildings. 
The property is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion C as it contains typical residential buildings from 
the mid-twentieth century and does not embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or 
method of construction; it is not the work of a master and does not possess high artistic value. The 
property is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion D for information potential because the materials 
and construction methods of the buildings do not convey important information that could contribute to 
understanding history or prehistory. Therefore, the property is not eligible for listing in the NRHP because 
it does not meet any of the eligibility criteria. In addition the 1950 buildings are altered including the 
replacement of some of the original windows and siding and several additions. As a result, the property 
has lost integrity of materials, design, and setting. The building retains integrity of feeling, workmanship, 
location, and association.

Construction of the original Highway 1 in the state of Washington commenced in 1913. By October 1923, 
700 miles of a two-lane highway had been completed connecting Vancouver, British Columbia, to the 
Oregon-California border. Just after the highway was completed in 1924, however, plans were begun to 
reroute and improve the conditions of the highway. The project involved creating a new, wider, four-lane 
route further west that would connect Seattle and Tacoma, Washington, more directly (Kramak, 2010). 
The new roadway was completed in 1928 and acquired the title of Highway 1, while the original eastern 
route was renamed Highway 5 (Caster, 2007). The new Highway 1 became known as the Pacific Highway. 
Over the years, various parts of Highway 1 acquired alternative names, including the portion known as 
Pacific Highway S, which starts near Federal Way, Washington, and continues north, through Kent, Des 
Moines, and SeaTac, Washington (Kramak, 2010).
In 1926, Pacific Highway (HWY 1) was included as a numbered U.S. Highway (US 99) (U.S. Route 99, 2013). 
The following decades witnessed the rapid growth of businesses along the highway and the formation of a 
new auto-oriented roadside culture characterized by a proliferation of motels, restaurants, and rest stops 
(Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). Increased automobile ownership changed people’s perceptions 
about distance and allowed populations to sprawl around urban centers, increasing the number of 
residents in suburban towns and cities, including SeaTac, Des Moines, Kent, and Federal Way (Boyles, 
2010).
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On the east side of the property, on higher grade land, is a two-story, rectangular plan, reinforced 
concrete office building that overlooks Pacific Highway. The building has a flat roof and all fixed, single-
light windows. The exterior walls of the first floor are clad in square, concrete tiles, while the second floor 
is clad in smooth stucco. Double metal and glass doors surrounded by fixed, single-light windows are 
located in the center of the front (east) elevation. A row of three, large, fixed, single-light commercial 
windows are located north and south of the main entrance on the front façade. Above the entrance is a 
bay window that contains two fixed, single-light windows with a smaller, fixed single-light window above 
and below each. A row of three, fixed, single-light windows are located north and south of the bay 
window. All three buildings on the parcel are surrounded by a large paved parking lot.

22659 Pacific Highway South contains three buildings: two, one-story, wood frame, residential buildings 
constructed in 1950 and a two-story, reinforced concrete, office building constructed in 1998. The two 
1950s residential buildings are located in the rear (west) side of the property and are both constructed on 
concrete slab foundations. The larger residence, located in the furthest position on the lot’s west side, is a 
ranch style duplex topped by a hipped roof with deep boxed eaves covered in composite shingles. With 
exterior walls clad in horizontal wood siding, the duplex has a rectangular plan and contains nearly all 
replacement, one-over-one sash windows. Most of the windows are positioned in pairs. The building’s 
two primary entrances, marked by plain doors with metal and glass storm doors, are located on the far 
north and south ends of the front (east) elevation. Each entrance is recessed behind a small concrete 
porch and covered by the northeast and southeast corners of the roof, the edges of which are supported 
by simple wood posts. The exterior wall that overlooks the concrete porch areas and is perpendicular to 
the main doors contains a single, one-over-one sash window. Between the two entrances, the east 
elevation contains two pairs of sash windows flanked on either side by pairs of smaller windows in the 
same style. The north elevation contains a sash window that is centered between two, adjacent, fixed, 
single-light windows.
Southeast of the duplex is a single-family residence that was also constructed in 1950. The essentially L-
shaped building has a gabled roof covered in composite shingles. The upper half of the building’s exterior 
walls are primarily clad in wood board and batten while the lower half are primarily clad in horizontal 
wood siding. A large section of the siding on the dwelling’s north elevation, including the gable end, has 
been replaced by what appears to be fiberboards. The north elevation also contains a small, two-light 
horizontal sliding replacement window and a small, metal, louvered attic vent. A rectangular plan shed 
roof addition projects from the south end of the west elevation and is clad in fiberboards. The west 
elevation of the shed contains a small, rectangular window opening. The building’s main entrance is not 
visible from the public right-of-way.
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The city of Des Moines is located approximately halfway between Seattle and Tacoma, on the eastern side 
of Puget Sound (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). The town started as a logging community and as a 
real estate venture of F. A. Blasher, who moved from Des Moines, Iowa, to King County in 1888 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007; Lange, 1998). After World War I, Des Moines’ popularity rose when the 
town expanded its dock and ferry service, attracting increased numbers of summer vacationers. The 
population grew quickly after World War II and Des Moines was incorporated as a city in 1959 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007). While some buildings in Des Moines date to the 1920s and 1930s, many 
commercial and residential buildings were constructed during a period of suburban development in the 
1950s and 1960s. On January 31, 1967, Interstate 5 (I-5), which passed through Des Moines on the route 
from Everett to Tacoma, Washington, was completed and established another transportation route, in 
addition to Pacific Highway S (SR 99), for commuters in the area (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007).
The property at 22805 Pacific Highway South in Des Moines, Washington, which is a light industrial 
warehouse building constructed in 1966, is not eligible for listing in the NRHP. The property is not eligible 
for the NRHP under Criterion A, which applies to buildings that are associated with events that have made 
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of history, as no significant events are associated with this 
property. To be eligible for the NRHP under Criterion B, a property must be directly associated with a 
person considered significant within a historic context whose specific contribution to history has been 
both identified and documented. No such person who meets that definition is linked to this building. The 
property is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion C as it is a typical utilitarian warehouse and does not 
embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction; it is not the work of a 
master and does not possess high artistic value. The property is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion 
D for information potential because the materials and construction methods of the building do not 
convey important information that could contribute to understanding history or prehistory. Therefore, 
the property is not eligible for listing in the NRHP because it does not meet any of the eligibility criteria. 
The building appears to have retained its original windows and doors, although the metal siding seems to 
have been more recently replaced. As a result, the property has lost some integrity of materials. The 
building retains integrity of design, workmanship, setting, location, feeling and association.

Construction of the original Highway 1 in the state of Washington commenced in 1913. By October 1923, 
700 miles of a two-lane highway had been completed connecting Vancouver, British Columbia, to the 
Oregon-California border. Just after the highway was completed in 1924, however, plans were begun to 
reroute and improve the conditions of the highway. The project involved creating a new, wider, four-lane 
route further west that would connect Seattle and Tacoma, Washington, more directly (Kramak, 2010). 
The new roadway was completed in 1928 and acquired the title of Highway 1, while the original eastern 
route was renamed Highway 5 (Caster, 2007). The new Highway 1 became known as the Pacific Highway. 
Over the years, various parts of Highway 1 acquired alternative names, including the portion known as 
Pacific Highway S, which starts near Federal Way, Washington, and continues north, through Kent, Des 
Moines, and SeaTac, Washington (Kramak, 2010).
In 1926, Pacific Highway (HWY 1) was included as a numbered U.S. Highway (US 99) (U.S. Route 99, 2013). 
The following decades witnessed the rapid growth of businesses along the highway and the formation of a 
new auto-oriented roadside culture characterized by a proliferation of motels, restaurants, and rest stops 
(Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). Increased automobile ownership changed people’s perceptions 
about distance and allowed populations to sprawl around urban centers, increasing the number of 
residents in suburban towns and cities, including SeaTac, Des Moines, Kent, and Federal Way (Boyles, 
2010).
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22805 Pacific Highway South is a one-story, prefabricated steel warehouse with a rectangular plan that 
was built in 1966. The building sits on a concrete slab foundation and is clad in replacement corrugated 
metal. Corrugated metal also covers the side gable roof, from which two large metal chimney flues 
protrude. The east (front) elevation is defined by two, very large, vehicle bays with retractable metal 
doors on the north and south ends of the elevation. There is a pair of metal pedestrian doors in the center 
of the east elevation, with small, two-light aluminum horizontal sliding windows on either side. Between 
the north window and the north vehicle bay is another metal pedestrian door. Two security lights have 
been attached to the east elevation. There are no openings on the north or south elevations. The 
property is surrounded by pavement and a chain link fence.
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The city of Des Moines is located approximately halfway between Seattle and Tacoma, on the eastern side 
of Puget Sound (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). The town started as a logging community and as a 
real estate venture of F. A. Blasher, who moved from Des Moines, Iowa, to King County in 1888 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007; Lange, 1998). After World War I, Des Moines’ popularity rose when the 
town expanded its dock and ferry service, attracting increased numbers of summer vacationers. The 
population grew quickly after World War II and Des Moines was incorporated as a city in 1959 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007). While some buildings in Des Moines date to the 1920s and 1930s, many 
commercial and residential buildings were constructed during a period of suburban development in the 
1950s and 1960s. On January 31, 1967, Interstate 5 (I-5), which passed through Des Moines on the route 
from Everett to Tacoma, Washington, was completed and established another transportation route, in 
addition to Pacific Highway S (SR 99), for commuters in the area (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007).
The property at 22815 Pacific Highway South in Des Moines, Washington, which contains two commercial 
buildings constructed in 1966, is not eligible for listing in the NRHP. The property is not eligible for the 
NRHP under Criterion A, which applies to buildings that are associated with events that have made a 
significant contribution to the broad patterns of history, as no significant events are associated with this 
property. To be eligible for the NRHP under Criterion B, a property must be directly associated with a 
person considered significant within a historic context whose specific contribution to history has been 
both identified and documented. No such person who meets that definition is linked to these buildings. 
The property is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion C as they are typical mid-twentieth century 
commercial buildings and do not embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of 
construction; they are not the work of a master and do not possess high artistic value. The property is not 
eligible for the NRHP under Criterion D for information potential because the materials and construction 
methods of the buildings do not convey important information that could contribute to understanding 
history or prehistory. Therefore, the property is not eligible for listing in the NRHP because it does not 
meet any of the eligibility criteria. The buildings have been altered several times, including the 
replacement of original doors, windows, and siding. As a result, the property has lost integrity of 
materials. The buildings retain integrity of design, workmanship, setting, location, feeling and association.

Construction of the original Highway 1 in the state of Washington commenced in 1913. By October 1923, 
700 miles of a two-lane highway had been completed connecting Vancouver, British Columbia, to the 
Oregon-California border. Just after the highway was completed in 1924, however, plans were begun to 
reroute and improve the conditions of the highway. The project involved creating a new, wider, four-lane 
route further west that would connect Seattle and Tacoma, Washington, more directly (Kramak, 2010). 
The new roadway was completed in 1928 and acquired the title of Highway 1, while the original eastern 
route was renamed Highway 5 (Caster, 2007). The new Highway 1 became known as the Pacific Highway. 
Over the years, various parts of Highway 1 acquired alternative names, including the portion known as 
Pacific Highway S, which starts near Federal Way, Washington, and continues north, through Kent, Des 
Moines, and SeaTac, Washington (Kramak, 2010).
In 1926, Pacific Highway (HWY 1) was included as a numbered U.S. Highway (US 99) (U.S. Route 99, 2013). 
The following decades witnessed the rapid growth of businesses along the highway and the formation of a 
new auto-oriented roadside culture characterized by a proliferation of motels, restaurants, and rest stops 
(Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). Increased automobile ownership changed people’s perceptions 
about distance and allowed populations to sprawl around urban centers, increasing the number of 
residents in suburban towns and cities, including SeaTac, Des Moines, Kent, and Federal Way (Boyles, 
2010).
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Set on a poured concrete foundation behind the main building is a two-story rectangular plan accessory 
building. Due to the steep change in grade of the land, the second floor of this building is on the same 
grade as the raised basement level of the main building.  The side gable roof of the second building has 
such a low pitch that it appears almost flat and is covered in built-up roofing material. An extended shed 
roof covered in corrugated metal creates a deep overhang over the building’s front (north) elevation and 
shades a large wood balcony that wraps around the building’s second floor. The overhang is supported by 
thin wood posts that rest on an open framework railing. Wood stairs access the north end of the balcony 
from the parking area behind the main building. The ground floor of the accessory building has painted 
concrete block exterior walls and is defined by three large vehicle bays with nine-light retractable doors. 
East of the vehicle doors is a metal replacement pedestrian door and a two-light, aluminum horizontal 
sliding window. The second floor of the north elevation contains two replacement pedestrian doors 
protected by metal and glass storm doors and four large replacement, two-light horizontal sliding 
windows. The north and south elevation of the second floor both contain a two-light horizontal sliding 
window and a fixed, single-light window below two small awning windows.  The exterior walls of the 
second floor are clad in horizontal vinyl siding that matches the cladding on the main building. The 
property is surrounded by pavement.

22815 Pacific Highway South contains two commercial buildings occupied by several businesses and some 
apartments, including SAV-ON Insurance Agency, which is most prominently advertised. Built in 1966, the 
property contains two concrete block buildings: a one-story L-shaped building which is located closer to 
Pacific Highway South and a two-story rectangular plan building in the rear. The L-shaped building, which 
is occupied by SAV-ON Insurance Agency, is clad in non-original horizontal vinyl siding and has a shallow 
mansard roof clad in metal. Built on a poured concrete foundation on land that changes grade, the 
building contains a basement level in the rear of the property that is not visible from the front of the 
building. The building’s front elevations, which are the east and north elevations on the inset of the L, 
contain all replacement paneled doors – three on the north elevation and four on the east. The front, 
north elevation contains four replacement fixed, single-light windows while the inset’s other front (east) 
elevation contains four, fixed, single-light windows placed under pairs of awning windows. Large letters 
that spell the name of the insurance agency run along the north elevation of the awning. Plastic letters 
that spell “INSURANCE” have been secured to the painted concrete exterior wall on the building’s south 
elevation. The interior elevations of the L overlook a paved parking area that connects to a paved 
driveway, which slopes down along the building’s north elevation and leads to a rear parking area. The 
raised basement level on the back (west) elevation contains (moving from north to south) three 
replacement pedestrian doors, one metal retractable door, and two, two-light aluminum horizontal 
sliding windows. Between the windows and the retractable door is a large recessed area that is used for 
covered parking. Above the basement level are seven, metal, two-light horizontal sliding windows.
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The city of Des Moines is located approximately halfway between Seattle and Tacoma, on the eastern side 
of Puget Sound (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). The town started as a logging community and as a 
real estate venture of F. A. Blasher, who moved from Des Moines, Iowa, to King County in 1888 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007; Lange, 1998). After World War I, Des Moines’ popularity rose when the 
town expanded its dock and ferry service, attracting increased numbers of summer vacationers. The 
population grew quickly after World War II and Des Moines was incorporated as a city in 1959 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007). While some buildings in Des Moines date to the 1920s and 1930s, many 
commercial and residential buildings were constructed during a period of suburban development in the 
1950s and 1960s. On January 31, 1967, Interstate 5 (I-5), which passed through Des Moines on the route 
from Everett to Tacoma, Washington, was completed and established another transportation route, in 
addition to Pacific Highway S (SR 99), for commuters in the area (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007).
The property at 22837 Pacific Highway South in Des Moines, Washington, which contains a commercial 
building constructed in 1954 and 1959 and two residential buildings constructed in 1949 and 1950, is not 
eligible for listing in the NRHP. The property is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion A, which applies 
to buildings that are associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad 
patterns of history, as no significant events are associated with this property. To be eligible for the NRHP 
under Criterion B, a property must be directly associated with a person considered significant within a 
historic context whose specific contribution to history has been both identified and documented. No such 
person who meets that definition is linked to these buildings. The property is not eligible for the NRHP 
under Criterion C as they are unexceptional examples of typical mid-twentieth century commercial and 
residential buildings and do not embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of 
construction; they are not the work of a master and do not possess high artistic value. The property is not 
eligible for the NRHP under Criterion D for information potential because the materials and construction 
methods of the buildings do not convey important information that could contribute to understanding 
history or prehistory. Therefore, the property is not eligible for listing in the NRHP because it does not 
meet any of the eligibility criteria. The commercial buildings, which were originally an automobile 
dealership, have been neglected over the years and several windows and doors have been covered or 
replaced with plywood boards. Nothing remains of the car lot. The houses have also had alterations. As a 
result, the property has lost some integrity of materials, feeling, and association. The buildings retain 
integrity of design, setting, and location.

Construction of the original Highway 1 in the state of Washington commenced in 1913. By October 1923, 
700 miles of a two-lane highway had been completed connecting Vancouver, British Columbia, to the 
Oregon-California border. Just after the highway was completed in 1924, however, plans were begun to 
reroute and improve the conditions of the highway. The project involved creating a new, wider, four-lane 
route further west that would connect Seattle and Tacoma, Washington, more directly (Kramak, 2010). 
The new roadway was completed in 1928 and acquired the title of Highway 1, while the original eastern 
route was renamed Highway 5 (Caster, 2007). The new Highway 1 became known as the Pacific Highway. 
Over the years, various parts of Highway 1 acquired alternative names, including the portion known as 
Pacific Highway S, which starts near Federal Way, Washington, and continues north, through Kent, Des 
Moines, and SeaTac, Washington (Kramak, 2010).
In 1926, Pacific Highway (HWY 1) was included as a numbered U.S. Highway (US 99) (U.S. Route 99, 2013). 
The following decades witnessed the rapid growth of businesses along the highway and the formation of a 
new auto-oriented roadside culture characterized by a proliferation of motels, restaurants, and rest stops 
(Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). Increased automobile ownership changed people’s perceptions 
about distance and allowed populations to sprawl around urban centers, increasing the number of 
residents in suburban towns and cities, including SeaTac, Des Moines, Kent, and Federal Way (Boyles, 
2010).
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West of the commercial buildings are two, one-story residences. The wood frame house furthest to the 
west was constructed with an irregular plan on a concrete slab foundation in 1948. Clad in horizontal 
wood siding, the house is topped by a gabled roof covered in composite shingles. The recessed entrance, 
which is surrounded by a simple, carved wood door surround, is located on the north end of the east 
elevation and is accessed by four concrete steps. South of the front door is a replacement, fixed, single-
light window. The south end of the façade, which contains a one-over-one metal sash window, is covered 
by a front gabled roof that intersects the principle side gable. A smaller front gabled addition wraps 
around the southeast corner of the building, creating multiple level eaves on the east elevation. The 
building’s side elevations are not visible from the public right-of-way. Southeast of this dwelling is a 
rectangular plan, wood frame house constructed in 1950. Constructed on a concrete slab foundation, the 
house has a side gabled roof covered with composite shingles from which an interior slope brick chimney 
protrudes. The eaves of the roof are nearly flush with the building’s elevations. The front (east) elevation 
of the house is clad in asbestos shingles and the side elevations (north and south) are clad in horizontal 
wood siding. All of the rectangular windows have decorative non-operable shutters. Four concrete steps 
with an open framework hand railing lead up to a small concrete porch in the center of the east elevation. 
A nine-light front door, which is likely original to the property, and the front porch are shaded by a shed 
roof overhang supported by thin metal scroll brackets. The overhang is clad in horizontal wood siding. 
North of the front entrance is a fixed, single-light placed beneath a single-light awning window. South of 
the entrance is a fixed, single-light placed above a single-light awning window. Between the front door 
and the south window is a small, fixed, octagonal shaped window. The south elevation contains two 
windows that are identical to the window on the north side of the front façade. Southwest of this 
residence is an accessory garage building with a side gabled roof that is covered in corrugated metal and 
composite shingles. The exterior walls of the garage are clad in vertical wood and vertical composite 
siding. Two large vehicle bays with two styles of retractable metal doors are located on the east elevation. 
An extended shed roof has been attached to the west elevation. Several other trailers are located in the 
northwest corner of the property, although they are not visible from the public right-of-way.

22837 Pacific Highway South is a large property that contains a wood frame commercial building 
constructed in 1954, a concrete commercial building from 1959, two wood frame residential buildings 
constructed in 1949 and 1950, and several accessory buildings and trailers. The small, wood frame, 
commercial building is located near to the entrance to the property, adjacent to the sidewalk along Pacific 
Highway South. A long driveway leads west, down a small hill to the two residential properties and several 
accessory buildings. The masonry commercial building is just behind the frame commercial building, near 
the foot of the hill. According to the King County Assessor’s website, the property was formerly utilized as 
an auto showroom and lot.
The small wood frame commercial building at the front of the property, which has a rectangular plan and 
a flat roof, is built on sharply sloped land that allows for a large raised basement level that is accessible 
from the rear (west) elevation but is not visible from the street level. The raised basement level extends 
further south than the main section of the building, joining the one-story masonry building which has 
several vehicle bays. The north, east, and south elevations of the frame building are primarily clad in 
asbestos shingles, as is the parapet that runs along the edge of the roof on the principle elevations. The 
building is in very poor condition and most of the doors and windows have either been covered or 
replaced by plywood boards. The front (east) elevation contains a pedestrian door opening and a large 
window opening, both of which are covered by plywood boards. The north elevation contains one large 
window opening and one smaller window opening which are also both covered by plywood. On the north 
elevation the street level contains a large window opening that has been covered by an opaque panel and 
a smaller, metal, fixed window, placed over a single-light awning window. Two narrow wooden boards 
have been nailed over the smaller window opening. The masonry commercial building is unadorned 
concrete. The west elevation contains a boarded up pedestrian door, a two-light window, and two large 
vehicle bays with retractable metal doors.
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The city of Des Moines is located approximately halfway between Seattle and Tacoma, on the eastern side 
of Puget Sound (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). The town started as a logging community and as a 
real estate venture of F. A. Blasher, who moved from Des Moines, Iowa, to King County in 1888 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007; Lange, 1998). After World War I, Des Moines’ popularity rose when the 
town expanded its dock and ferry service, attracting increased numbers of summer vacationers. The 
population grew quickly after World War II and Des Moines was incorporated as a city in 1959 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007). While some buildings in Des Moines date to the 1920s and 1930s, many 
commercial and residential buildings were constructed during a period of suburban development in the 
1950s and 1960s. On January 31, 1967, Interstate 5 (I-5), which passed through Des Moines on the route 
from Everett to Tacoma, Washington, was completed and established another transportation route, in 
addition to Pacific Highway S (SR 99), for commuters in the area (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007).
The property at 22855 Pacific Highway South in Des Moines, Washington, which contains a commercial 
building from 1955 formerly occupied by Midway Casino Restaurant and a residential building constructed 
in 1948, is not eligible for listing in the NRHP. The property is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion A, 
which applies to buildings that are associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the 
broad patterns of history, as no significant events are associated with this property. To be eligible for the 
NRHP under Criterion B, a property must be directly associated with a person considered significant 
within a historic context whose specific contribution to history has been both identified and documented. 
No such person who meets that definition is linked to these buildings. The property is not eligible for the 
NRHP under Criterion C as they are unexceptional examples of typical mid-twentieth century commercial 
and residential buildings and do not embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of 
construction; they are not the work of a master and do not possess high artistic value. The property is not 
eligible for the NRHP under Criterion D for information potential because the materials and construction 
methods of the buildings do not convey important information that could contribute to understanding 
history or prehistory. Therefore, the property is not eligible for listing in the NRHP because it does not 
meet any of the eligibility criteria. The buildings have been altered, including the replacement or 
enclosure of original doors and windows. As a result, the property has lost integrity of materials and 
design. The buildings retain integrity of workmanship, setting, location, feeling and association.

Construction of the original Highway 1 in the state of Washington commenced in 1913. By October 1923, 
700 miles of a two-lane highway had been completed connecting Vancouver, British Columbia, to the 
Oregon-California border. Just after the highway was completed in 1924, however, plans were begun to 
reroute and improve the conditions of the highway. The project involved creating a new, wider, four-lane 
route further west that would connect Seattle and Tacoma, Washington, more directly (Kramak, 2010). 
The new roadway was completed in 1928 and acquired the title of Highway 1, while the original eastern 
route was renamed Highway 5 (Caster, 2007). The new Highway 1 became known as the Pacific Highway. 
Over the years, various parts of Highway 1 acquired alternative names, including the portion known as 
Pacific Highway S, which starts near Federal Way, Washington, and continues north, through Kent, Des 
Moines, and SeaTac, Washington (Kramak, 2010).
In 1926, Pacific Highway (HWY 1) was included as a numbered U.S. Highway (US 99) (U.S. Route 99, 2013). 
The following decades witnessed the rapid growth of businesses along the highway and the formation of a 
new auto-oriented roadside culture characterized by a proliferation of motels, restaurants, and rest stops 
(Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). Increased automobile ownership changed people’s perceptions 
about distance and allowed populations to sprawl around urban centers, increasing the number of 
residents in suburban towns and cities, including SeaTac, Des Moines, Kent, and Federal Way (Boyles, 
2010).
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Northwest of the commercial building is a small, one-story wood frame residential building with an 
irregular plan that is clad in asbestos shingles. Constructed on a concrete slab, the house has a hipped 
primary roof that is covered in composite shingles. A large, front gable overhang addition that serves as a 
covered parking area protrudes from the east side of the front (south) elevation and is supported by two 
simple wood posts. A plain pedestrian door is located on the south elevation under the overhang. West of 
the front entrance is a pair of large, fixed, single-light windows.  The east elevation of the main section of 
the house contains a small, two-light horizontal sliding window. Another rectangular section of the house 
wraps around the northeast corner and is covered by its own hipped roof. The south elevation of this 
section contains a pedestrian door with nine lights and a two-light, horizontal sliding window. A large, 
paved parking lot fills the space between the residence and the commercial building.

22855 Pacific Highway South contains the former Midway Casino restaurant, built in 1955, and a small 
residential property, built in 1948. The wood frame, one-story casino building, which was constructed on 
a concrete slab foundation and is currently vacant, is defined by a flat roof and a rectangular plan. Clad 
primarily in painted brick veneer, the casino’s main entrance is located on the east end of the north 
elevation and contains a pair of double replacement paneled doors with small, semicircular lights. Above 
the main entrance is a plexi-glass awning clad in vertical strips of wood that wraps around the northeast 
corner of the building and is supported by two, plain, wood posts. A large, plastic sign that reads Midway 
Casino Restaurant, Lounge & Poker has been secured to the north elevation of the awning. West of the 
main entrance a few narrow wood strips have been attached vertically and horizontally to the exterior 
wall of the north elevation forming several large squares that may have originally framed windows. The 
openings have been enclosed and covered with textured stucco. A large exterior chimney is located in the 
center of the north elevation, extends through the eave overhang, and is topped by a metal flue. The west 
end of the north elevation is clad in vertical wood siding. A small flat roof addition protrudes from the 
north elevation and likely contains the building’s utility equipment. The casino’s east elevation is 
composed of six vertical sections of wall clad in brick veneer. Each section of brick extends above the edge 
of the roof to form a parapet, which, when placed in a row, creates a castellated effect. Two exposed 
rafter tails emerge from the edge of the roof between each brick veneer section. The tall, narrow, 
rectangular spaces framed by wood that extend down to the ground between the parapets may have 
originally contained fixed windows, although they have been covered by textured stucco. A sign for the 
restaurant has been placed above the rafter tails on the east elevation and another on the south 
elevation, covering a sign that was formerly painted on the brick veneer. The west elevation is clad solely 
in brick veneer and contains a pedestrian door and a window opening that has been covered by an 
opaque material.
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The city of Des Moines is located approximately halfway between Seattle and Tacoma, on the eastern side 
of Puget Sound (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). The town started as a logging community and as a 
real estate venture of F. A. Blasher, who moved from Des Moines, Iowa, to King County in 1888 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007; Lange, 1998). After World War I, Des Moines’ popularity rose when the 
town expanded its dock and ferry service, attracting increased numbers of summer vacationers. The 
population grew quickly after World War II and Des Moines was incorporated as a city in 1959 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007). While some buildings in Des Moines date to the 1920s and 1930s, many 
commercial and residential buildings were constructed during a period of suburban development in the 
1950s and 1960s. On January 31, 1967, Interstate 5 (I-5), which passed through Des Moines on the route 
from Everett to Tacoma, Washington, was completed and established another transportation route, in 
addition to Pacific Highway S (SR 99), for commuters in the area (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007).
The property at 22865 Pacific Highway South in Des Moines, Washington is a mobile home park from 
1962, including an equipment shed/accessory building, and a small residence from 1946. The property is 
not eligible for listing in the NRHP. The property is not eligible under Criterion A, which applies to 
buildings that are associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns 
of history, as no significant events are associated with this property. To be eligible for the NRHP under 
Criterion B, a property must be directly associated with a person considered significant within a historic 
context whose specific contribution to history has been both identified and documented. No such person 
who meets that definition is linked to this property. The property is not eligible for the NRHP under 
Criterion C as it is a simple collection of mobile homes with an unadorned accessory building and an 
unexceptional 1940s residence. It does not embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or 
method of construction; it is not the work of a master and does not possess high artistic value. The 
property is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion D for information potential because the materials 
and construction methods of the collection of buildings do not convey important information that could 
contribute to understanding history or prehistory. Therefore, the property is not eligible for listing in the 
NRHP because it does not meet any of the eligibility criteria. The shed is not visible from the public right-
of-way, and the house is only marginally visible. Most of the mobile homes that are visible from the public 
right-of-way have undergone alterations and small additions and have lost some integrity of design and 
materials. The  property appears to retain integrity of location, setting, workmanship, feeling and 
association.

Construction of the original Highway 1 in the state of Washington commenced in 1913. By October 1923, 
700 miles of a two-lane highway had been completed connecting Vancouver, British Columbia, to the 
Oregon-California border. Just after the highway was completed in 1924, however, plans were begun to 
reroute and improve the conditions of the highway. The project involved creating a new, wider, four-lane 
route further west that would connect Seattle and Tacoma, Washington, more directly (Kramak, 2010). 
The new roadway was completed in 1928 and acquired the title of Highway 1, while the original eastern 
route was renamed Highway 5 (Caster, 2007). The new Highway 1 became known as the Pacific Highway. 
Over the years, various parts of Highway 1 acquired alternative names, including the portion known as 
Pacific Highway S, which starts near Federal Way, Washington, and continues north, through Kent, Des 
Moines, and SeaTac, Washington (Kramak, 2010).
In 1926, Pacific Highway (HWY 1) was included as a numbered U.S. Highway (US 99) (U.S. Route 99, 2013). 
The following decades witnessed the rapid growth of businesses along the highway and the formation of a 
new auto-oriented roadside culture characterized by a proliferation of motels, restaurants, and rest stops 
(Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). Increased automobile ownership changed people’s perceptions 
about distance and allowed populations to sprawl around urban centers, increasing the number of 
residents in suburban towns and cities, including SeaTac, Des Moines, Kent, and Federal Way (Boyles, 
2010).
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The property at 22865 Pacific Highway South is occupied by a mobile home park. The parcel contains a 
collection of one-story, rectangular plan mobile homes that are one unit deep, many of which have 
undergone small additions and alterations. The mobile homes are lined up on either side of a long paved 
driveway and each is surrounded by grass. It also has a small concrete block accessory building from 1962 
and a single family residence from 1946. The accessory building, noted as an equipment building on the 
King County Assessor's website, is located along the southern edge of the property. It is square in plan and 
has a flat roof with eaves. The openings appear to be mostly boarded over. The residence is located in the 
northeast corner of the property. According to aerial photos and those from the King County Assessor's 
website, it has a rectangular footprint and a front gabled roof of asphalt shingle with deep eaves. It is clad 
in wood clapboards and has a front porch with wood picket railings under the main roof.
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The city of Des Moines is located approximately halfway between Seattle and Tacoma, on the eastern side 
of Puget Sound (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). The town started as a logging community and as a 
real estate venture of F. A. Blasher, who moved from Des Moines, Iowa, to King County in 1888 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007; Lange, 1998). After World War I, Des Moines’ popularity rose when the 
town expanded its dock and ferry service, attracting increased numbers of summer vacationers. The 
population grew quickly after World War II and Des Moines was incorporated as a city in 1959 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007). While some buildings in Des Moines date to the 1920s and 1930s, many 
commercial and residential buildings were constructed during a period of suburban development in the 
1950s and 1960s. On January 31, 1967, Interstate 5 (I-5), which passed through Des Moines on the route 
from Everett to Tacoma, Washington, was completed and established another transportation route, in 
addition to Pacific Highway S (SR 99), for commuters in the area (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007).
The property at 2904 Kent Des Moines Road in Des Moines, Washington, which contains a commercial 
building constructed in 1969, is not eligible for listing in the NRHP. The property is not eligible for the 
NRHP under Criterion A, which applies to buildings that are associated with events that have made a 
significant contribution to the broad patterns of history, as no significant events are associated with this 
property. To be eligible for the NRHP under Criterion B, a property must be directly associated with a 
person considered significant within a historic context whose specific contribution to history has been 
both identified and documented. No such person who meets that definition is linked to this building. The 
property is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion C as it is a typical commercial buildings from the mid-
twentieth century and does not embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of 
construction; it is not the work of a master and does not possess high artistic value. The property is not 
eligible for the NRHP under Criterion D for information potential because the materials and construction 
methods of the building do not convey important information that could contribute to understanding 
history or prehistory. Therefore, the property is not eligible for listing in the NRHP because it does not 
meet any of the eligibility criteria. In addition the building has been slightly altered including the addition 
of a large 7-Eleven store awning on the front elevation. As a result, the property has lost some integrity of 
design. The building retains integrity of materials, feeling, workmanship, setting, location, and association.

Construction of the original Highway 1 in the state of Washington commenced in 1913. By October 1923, 
700 miles of a two-lane highway had been completed connecting Vancouver, British Columbia, to the 
Oregon-California border. Just after the highway was completed in 1924, however, plans were begun to 
reroute and improve the conditions of the highway. The project involved creating a new, wider, four-lane 
route further west that would connect Seattle and Tacoma, Washington, more directly (Kramak, 2010). 
The new roadway was completed in 1928 and acquired the title of Highway 1, while the original eastern 
route was renamed Highway 5 (Caster, 2007). The new Highway 1 became known as the Pacific Highway. 
Over the years, various parts of Highway 1 acquired alternative names, including the portion known as 
Pacific Highway S, which starts near Federal Way, Washington, and continues north, through Kent, Des 
Moines, and SeaTac, Washington (Kramak, 2010).
In 1926, Pacific Highway (HWY 1) was included as a numbered U.S. Highway (US 99) (U.S. Route 99, 2013). 
The following decades witnessed the rapid growth of businesses along the highway and the formation of a 
new auto-oriented roadside culture characterized by a proliferation of motels, restaurants, and rest stops 
(Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). Increased automobile ownership changed people’s perceptions 
about distance and allowed populations to sprawl around urban centers, increasing the number of 
residents in suburban towns and cities, including SeaTac, Des Moines, Kent, and Federal Way (Boyles, 
2010).
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2904 Kent Des Moines Road contains a one-story, concrete block, commercial, convenience store, 
constructed in 1969 and currently occupied by a 7-Eleven. The rectangular plan building, which sits on a 
concrete slab foundation, has a flat, built-up roof with a low parapet. The exterior walls are clad in brick 
veneer painted white. The front (south) elevation is defined by a large, rectangular awning that rises 
above the primary roof height. The awning is clad in diagonal wood siding and has a large plastic orange, 
green, and red covering with 7-Eleven’s logo. Fluorescent lights are positioned above the plastic signage. 
Double metal and glass doors are located in the center of the main façade. A row of four, large, 
commercial windows that are the same height has the main doors flank the entrance on either side 
creating a glass wall effect. Advertisements are secured to the south elevation above the windows. There 
are no windows or doors on the west elevation. The remainder of the property is paved and used for 
customer parking.
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The city of Des Moines is located approximately halfway between Seattle and Tacoma, on the eastern side 
of Puget Sound (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). The town started as a logging community and as a 
real estate venture of F. A. Blasher, who moved from Des Moines, Iowa, to King County in 1888 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007; Lange, 1998). After World War I, Des Moines’ popularity rose when the 
town expanded its dock and ferry service, attracting increased numbers of summer vacationers. The 
population grew quickly after World War II and Des Moines was incorporated as a city in 1959 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007). While some buildings in Des Moines date to the 1920s and 1930s, many 
commercial and residential buildings were constructed during a period of suburban development in the 
1950s and 1960s. On January 31, 1967, Interstate 5 (I-5), which passed through Des Moines on the route 
from Everett to Tacoma, Washington, was completed and established another transportation route, in 
addition to Pacific Highway S (SR 99), for commuters in the area (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007).
The property at 22405 30th Avenue South in Des Moines, Washington, which is a residential apartment 
building constructed in 1964, is not eligible for listing in the NRHP. The property is not eligible for the 
NRHP under Criterion A, which applies to buildings that are associated with events that have made a 
significant contribution to the broad patterns of history, as no significant events are associated with this 
property. To be eligible for the NRHP under Criterion B, a property must be directly associated with a 
person considered significant within a historic context whose specific contribution to history has been 
both identified and documented. No such person who meets that definition is linked to this building. The 
property is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion C as it is a typical mid-twentieth century residential 
apartment building and does not embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of 
construction; it is not the work of a master and does not possess high artistic value. The property is not 
eligible for the NRHP under Criterion D for information potential because the materials and construction 
methods of the buildings do not convey important information that could contribute to understanding 
history or prehistory. Therefore, the property is not eligible for listing in the NRHP because it does not 
meet any of the eligibility criteria. The building has been altered several times, including a new exterior 
staircase on the east elevation. As a result, the property has lost integrity of materials and design. The 
building retains integrity of workmanship, setting, location, feeling and association.

Construction of the original Highway 1 in the state of Washington commenced in 1913. By October 1923, 
700 miles of a two-lane highway had been completed connecting Vancouver, British Columbia, to the 
Oregon-California border. Just after the highway was completed in 1924, however, plans were begun to 
reroute and improve the conditions of the highway. The project involved creating a new, wider, four-lane 
route further west that would connect Seattle and Tacoma, Washington, more directly (Kramak, 2010). 
The new roadway was completed in 1928 and acquired the title of Highway 1, while the original eastern 
route was renamed Highway 5 (Caster, 2007). The new Highway 1 became known as the Pacific Highway. 
Over the years, various parts of Highway 1 acquired alternative names, including the portion known as 
Pacific Highway S, which starts near Federal Way, Washington, and continues north, through Kent, Des 
Moines, and SeaTac, Washington (Kramak, 2010).
In 1926, Pacific Highway (HWY 1) was included as a numbered U.S. Highway (US 99) (U.S. Route 99, 2013). 
The following decades witnessed the rapid growth of businesses along the highway and the formation of a 
new auto-oriented roadside culture characterized by a proliferation of motels, restaurants, and rest stops 
(Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). Increased automobile ownership changed people’s perceptions 
about distance and allowed populations to sprawl around urban centers, increasing the number of 
residents in suburban towns and cities, including SeaTac, Des Moines, Kent, and Federal Way (Boyles, 
2010).
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The building at 22405 30th Avenue South is the Edgecliff Apartments, which has a rectangular plan and 
was constructed in 1964. The three-story, wood frame building, which is primarily clad in pebbled stucco, 
sits on a poured concrete foundation and has a flat roof. An integrated flat roof overhang extends from 
the center of the roof on the front (east) elevation and shades two newly replaced exterior wood 
staircases that allow access to 12 exterior apartment doors. Due to the fact that the apartment building is 
built on a hill, the parking lot on the east side of the building is at a higher grade than the parking lot on 
the west side. As a result of the change in grade of the land, one staircase originates at the higher paved 
parking lot in front of the building’s east elevation, while the other staircase originates on the side of the 
building, on lower land that is the same grade as the first floor apartments. Both sets of stairs lead to long 
balconies that run along the second and third floors of the east elevation. The windows on the east 
elevation are narrow rectangular openings that are oriented horizontally and placed just underneath the 
ceiling height of each floor. All of the windows are metal framed horizontal sliders, with either two lights 
or three lights. The center lights on the three-light windows appear to be fixed. The north and south 
elevations have two types of veneer: pebbled stucco flanked on either side by wide strips of brick veneer. 
The brick veneer sections rise slightly above the roofline and create short parapets. The brick veneer also 
extends beyond the exterior walls of the west elevation, creating exterior side walls for covered balconies 
on the rear of the building. There are two columns of concrete balconies that extend from the back of the 
building, all of which have flat roofs, brick side walls, and metal railings. The property surrounding the 
apartment building is mostly paved with some landscaping.
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The city of Des Moines is located approximately halfway between Seattle and Tacoma, on the eastern side 
of Puget Sound (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). The town started as a logging community and as a 
real estate venture of F. A. Blasher, who moved from Des Moines, Iowa, to King County in 1888 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007; Lange, 1998). After World War I, Des Moines’ popularity rose when the 
town expanded its dock and ferry service, attracting increased numbers of summer vacationers. The 
population grew quickly after World War II and Des Moines was incorporated as a city in 1959 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007). While some buildings in Des Moines date to the 1920s and 1930s, many 
commercial and residential buildings were constructed during a period of suburban development in the 
1950s and 1960s. On January 31, 1967, Interstate 5 (I-5), which passed through Des Moines on the route 
from Everett to Tacoma, Washington, was completed and established another transportation route, in 
addition to Pacific Highway S (SR 99), for commuters in the area (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007).
The property at 22415 30th Avenue South in Des Moines, Washington, which is a residential apartment 
building constructed in 1961, is not eligible for listing in the NRHP. The property is not eligible for the 
NRHP under Criterion A, which applies to buildings that are associated with events that have made a 
significant contribution to the broad patterns of history, as no significant events are associated with this 
property. To be eligible for the NRHP under Criterion B, a property must be directly associated with a 
person considered significant within a historic context whose specific contribution to history has been 
both identified and documented. No such person who meets that definition is linked to this building. The 
property is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion C as it is a typical mid-twentieth century residential 
apartment building and does not embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of 
construction; it is not the work of a master and does not possess high artistic value. The property is not 
eligible for the NRHP under Criterion D for information potential because the materials and construction 
methods of the buildings do not convey important information that could contribute to understanding 
history or prehistory. Therefore, the property is not eligible for listing in the NRHP because it does not 
meet any of the eligibility criteria. In addition the building has been altered including the replacement of 
original doors and several windows. As a result, the property has lost integrity of materials. The building 
retains integrity of design, workmanship, setting, location, feeling and association.

Construction of the original Highway 1 in the state of Washington commenced in 1913. By October 1923, 
700 miles of a two-lane highway had been completed connecting Vancouver, British Columbia, to the 
Oregon-California border. Just after the highway was completed in 1924, however, plans were begun to 
reroute and improve the conditions of the highway. The project involved creating a new, wider, four-lane 
route further west that would connect Seattle and Tacoma, Washington, more directly (Kramak, 2010). 
The new roadway was completed in 1928 and acquired the title of Highway 1, while the original eastern 
route was renamed Highway 5 (Caster, 2007). The new Highway 1 became known as the Pacific Highway. 
Over the years, various parts of Highway 1 acquired alternative names, including the portion known as 
Pacific Highway S, which starts near Federal Way, Washington, and continues north, through Kent, Des 
Moines, and SeaTac, Washington (Kramak, 2010).
In 1926, Pacific Highway (HWY 1) was included as a numbered U.S. Highway (US 99) (U.S. Route 99, 2013). 
The following decades witnessed the rapid growth of businesses along the highway and the formation of a 
new auto-oriented roadside culture characterized by a proliferation of motels, restaurants, and rest stops 
(Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). Increased automobile ownership changed people’s perceptions 
about distance and allowed populations to sprawl around urban centers, increasing the number of 
residents in suburban towns and cities, including SeaTac, Des Moines, Kent, and Federal Way (Boyles, 
2010).
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22415 30th Avenue South contains the Villette Apartments, which is a rectangular plan building 
constructed in 1961. The three-story, 12-unit, wood frame building, which is clad in alternating, wide, 
vertical strips of brick veneer and smooth stucco, sits on a poured concrete foundation. A flat, built-up 
roof with flush eaves covers the building. All of the visible windows are two-light horizontal sliding 
windows, most of which are original although several appear to have replacement parts. The visible 
pedestrian doors are all replacements. The front (east) elevation is defined by two, three-story, metal 
frame balconies that extend from the north and south ends of the façade and are covered by extended 
flat roof overhangs. A metal, open tread, exterior staircase connects each floor and a long narrow balcony 
on the third floor connects the north and south staircases and balconies. The north balconies are four 
bays wide, while the south balconies are three bays wide. The pattern of doors and windows on each floor 
of the façade is identical and includes a series of plain metal pedestrian doors, double glass sliding doors, 
and two-light horizontal windows. Two, plain metal pedestrian doors and double glass sliding doors open 
onto the south balconies while two plain metal pedestrian doors and two sets of double sliding glass 
doors open onto the north balconies. Two windows are located on the façade between each balcony and 
one window is located north of the north balconies, and south of the south balconies. According to the 
King County Assessor’s website, the Villette Apartments were remodeled circa 2008 and an existing 
storage/laundry room was converted into a one bedroom apartment. A large paved parking lot, which is 
at a higher grade level than the apartment building, is located on the east side of the building.
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The city of Des Moines is located approximately halfway between Seattle and Tacoma, on the eastern side 
of Puget Sound (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). The town started as a logging community and as a 
real estate venture of F. A. Blasher, who moved from Des Moines, Iowa, to King County in 1888 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007; Lange, 1998). After World War I, Des Moines’ popularity rose when the 
town expanded its dock and ferry service, attracting increased numbers of summer vacationers. The 
population grew quickly after World War II and Des Moines was incorporated as a city in 1959 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007). While some buildings in Des Moines date to the 1920s and 1930s, many 
commercial and residential buildings were constructed during a period of suburban development in the 
1950s and 1960s. On January 31, 1967, Interstate 5 (I-5), which passed through Des Moines on the route 
from Everett to Tacoma, Washington, was completed and established another transportation route, in 
addition to Pacific Highway S (SR 99), for commuters in the area (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007).
The property at 22421 30th Avenue South in Des Moines, Washington, which is a residential apartment 
building constructed in 1959, is not eligible for listing in the NRHP. The property is not eligible for the 
NRHP under Criterion A, which applies to buildings that are associated with events that have made a 
significant contribution to the broad patterns of history, as no significant events are associated with this 
property. To be eligible for the NRHP under Criterion B, a property must be directly associated with a 
person considered significant within a historic context whose specific contribution to history has been 
both identified and documented. No such person who meets that definition is linked to this building. The 
property is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion C as it is a typical mid-twentieth century residential 
apartment building and does not embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of 
construction; it is not the work of a master and does not possess high artistic value. The property is not 
eligible for the NRHP under Criterion D for information potential because the materials and construction 
methods of the buildings do not convey important information that could contribute to understanding 
history or prehistory. Therefore, the property is not eligible for listing in the NRHP because it does not 
meet any of the eligibility criteria. In addition the building has been altered including the replacement of 
original doors. As a result, the property has lost some integrity of materials. The building retains integrity 
of design, workmanship, setting, location, feeling and association.

Construction of the original Highway 1 in the state of Washington commenced in 1913. By October 1923, 
700 miles of a two-lane highway had been completed connecting Vancouver, British Columbia, to the 
Oregon-California border. Just after the highway was completed in 1924, however, plans were begun to 
reroute and improve the conditions of the highway. The project involved creating a new, wider, four-lane 
route further west that would connect Seattle and Tacoma, Washington, more directly (Kramak, 2010). 
The new roadway was completed in 1928 and acquired the title of Highway 1, while the original eastern 
route was renamed Highway 5 (Caster, 2007). The new Highway 1 became known as the Pacific Highway. 
Over the years, various parts of Highway 1 acquired alternative names, including the portion known as 
Pacific Highway S, which starts near Federal Way, Washington, and continues north, through Kent, Des 
Moines, and SeaTac, Washington (Kramak, 2010).
In 1926, Pacific Highway (HWY 1) was included as a numbered U.S. Highway (US 99) (U.S. Route 99, 2013). 
The following decades witnessed the rapid growth of businesses along the highway and the formation of a 
new auto-oriented roadside culture characterized by a proliferation of motels, restaurants, and rest stops 
(Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). Increased automobile ownership changed people’s perceptions 
about distance and allowed populations to sprawl around urban centers, increasing the number of 
residents in suburban towns and cities, including SeaTac, Des Moines, Kent, and Federal Way (Boyles, 
2010).
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22421 30th Avenue South contains the Winlo Apartments, which is an essentially U-shaped building 
constructed in 1959. The three-story, 9-unit, wood frame building, which is clad in vertical wood siding, 
sits on a poured concrete foundation. The building is composed of a two story, U-shaped building with a 
flat, built-up roof and a smaller, one-story, rectangular plan, partial third story that sits on top of the west 
side of the building (the bottom of the U shape) and has a flat roof covered in rolled roofing material. The 
roof over the primary two story section of the building and the roof over the partial third story have deep 
eaves that shade the entrances to each apartment. An open tread, wood staircase with several 
intermediary landings is located in the center of the front (east) elevation and leads from the interior area 
of the U shaped building to the full width balconies that run along the façades on the second and third 
floors. Due to a change in grade of the land, the first floor of the building is lower than the parking lot 
where the staircase originates. For this reason, a small flight of stairs next to the primary staircase leads 
down to the first floor level. All of the windows are horizontal sliding windows and all of the visible doors 
are paneled replacements. The front elevations of the first and second floors are identical and each 
contains two pedestrian entrances separated by two, three-light horizontal sliding windows. The north 
and south ends of the elevation on each floor contain two, small, two-light horizontal sliding windows. 
The far north and south ends of the façade project outward (forming the top of the U shape). The inward 
facing elevations of each of these projecting wings, which overlook the central paved parking lot, contain 
a single pedestrian door. The third floor’s front elevation contains two pedestrian entrances that are 
placed between three, small, two-light horizontal sliding windows. A long balcony, which is supported by 
the roof covering the second floor of the building, runs along the third floor’s façade and wraps around 
the southeast corner. The exterior wall of the balcony is clad in asbestos shingles and small flower pots 
are attached to the metal handrail above. Double glass sliding doors are located on the south elevation of 
the third floor section and is shaded by an extended flat roof overhang that is supported by two, simple 
wood posts. On the ground, a low concrete wall separates the front of the property form the adjacent 
30th Avenue South.
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The city of Des Moines is located approximately halfway between Seattle and Tacoma, on the eastern side 
of Puget Sound (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). The town started as a logging community and as a 
real estate venture of F. A. Blasher, who moved from Des Moines, Iowa, to King County in 1888 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007; Lange, 1998). After World War I, Des Moines’ popularity rose when the 
town expanded its dock and ferry service, attracting increased numbers of summer vacationers. The 
population grew quickly after World War II and Des Moines was incorporated as a city in 1959 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007). While some buildings in Des Moines date to the 1920s and 1930s, many 
commercial and residential buildings were constructed during a period of suburban development in the 
1950s and 1960s. On January 31, 1967, Interstate 5 (I-5), which passed through Des Moines on the route 
from Everett to Tacoma, Washington, was completed and established another transportation route, in 
addition to Pacific Highway S (SR 99), for commuters in the area (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007).
The property at 22431 30th Avenue South in Des Moines, Washington, which is a residential property 
built in 1958, is not eligible for listing in the NRHP. The property is not eligible for the NRHP under 
Criterion A, which applies to buildings that are associated with events that have made a significant 
contribution to the broad patterns of history, as no significant events are associated with this property. To 
be eligible for the NRHP under Criterion B, a property must be directly associated with a person 
considered significant within a historic context whose specific contribution to history has been both 
identified and documented. No such person who meets that definition is linked to this building. The 
property is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion C as it is a typical residential building from the mid-
twentieth century and does not embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of 
construction; it is not the work of a master and does not possess high artistic value. The property is not 
eligible for the NRHP under Criterion D for information potential because the materials and construction 
methods of the building do not convey important information that could contribute to understanding 
history or prehistory. Therefore, the property is not eligible for listing in the NRHP because it does not 
meet any of the eligibility criteria. In addition the building is altered including the replacement of original 
windows and a second floor addition to the attached garage. As a result, the property has lost integrity of 
materials and design. The building retains integrity of workmanship, feeling, setting, location, and 
association.

Construction of the original Highway 1 in the state of Washington commenced in 1913. By October 1923, 
700 miles of a two-lane highway had been completed connecting Vancouver, British Columbia, to the 
Oregon-California border. Just after the highway was completed in 1924, however, plans were begun to 
reroute and improve the conditions of the highway. The project involved creating a new, wider, four-lane 
route further west that would connect Seattle and Tacoma, Washington, more directly (Kramak, 2010). 
The new roadway was completed in 1928 and acquired the title of Highway 1, while the original eastern 
route was renamed Highway 5 (Caster, 2007). The new Highway 1 became known as the Pacific Highway. 
Over the years, various parts of Highway 1 acquired alternative names, including the portion known as 
Pacific Highway S, which starts near Federal Way, Washington, and continues north, through Kent, Des 
Moines, and SeaTac, Washington (Kramak, 2010).
In 1926, Pacific Highway (HWY 1) was included as a numbered U.S. Highway (US 99) (U.S. Route 99, 2013). 
The following decades witnessed the rapid growth of businesses along the highway and the formation of a 
new auto-oriented roadside culture characterized by a proliferation of motels, restaurants, and rest stops 
(Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). Increased automobile ownership changed people’s perceptions 
about distance and allowed populations to sprawl around urban centers, increasing the number of 
residents in suburban towns and cities, including SeaTac, Des Moines, Kent, and Federal Way (Boyles, 
2010).
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22431 30th Avenue South is a one-and-a-half-story, wood frame, ranch style, residential building with a 
rectangular plan constructed in 1958. The building, which sits on a concrete slab foundation, is topped by 
a side gabled roof with deep open eaves covered in composite shingles. An internal slope brick chimney 
protrudes from the west side of the roof and the gable ends are clad in horizontal wood siding. All of the 
visible windows are contemporary replacements and the residence’s exterior walls are primarily clad in 
brick veneer. The front door, which is protected by a replacement metal screen door, is located west of 
center on the front (south) elevation. East of the front door on the main façade there are three, two-light 
horizontal sliding windows. The two sliding windows directly adjacent to the front door are very small. 
The east end of the building contains an attached garage. Originally, the garage was covered by the 
primary side gabled roof. Circa 1961, a second floor addition with a flat roof was added to the garage and 
the west elevation of the second floor was clad in horizontal wood siding that remains extant. The front 
elevation of the garage’s first floor contains a vehicle bay with a retractable metal door and an adjacent 
pedestrian door opening that is possibly missing a door. A two-light horizontal sliding window and a small, 
one-over-one sash window are located on the front elevation of the second floor. The residence is set 
back from the main road and is difficult to see from the public right-of-way. A large, gravel area in front of 
the house is used for parking. Architectural drawings on the King County Assessor’s website indicate that 
a deck wraps around the northeast corner of the building.
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The city of Des Moines is located approximately halfway between Seattle and Tacoma, on the eastern side 
of Puget Sound (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). The town started as a logging community and as a 
real estate venture of F. A. Blasher, who moved from Des Moines, Iowa, to King County in 1888 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007; Lange, 1998). After World War I, Des Moines’ popularity rose when the 
town expanded its dock and ferry service, attracting increased numbers of summer vacationers. The 
population grew quickly after World War II and Des Moines was incorporated as a city in 1959 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007). While some buildings in Des Moines date to the 1920s and 1930s, many 
commercial and residential buildings were constructed during a period of suburban development in the 
1950s and 1960s. On January 31, 1967, Interstate 5 (I-5), which passed through Des Moines on the route 
from Everett to Tacoma, Washington, was completed and established another transportation route, in 
addition to Pacific Highway S (SR 99), for commuters in the area (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007).
The property at 22444 Pacific Highway South in Des Moines, Washington, which is a former residential 
building built in 1955 now used as office space, is not eligible for listing in the NRHP. The property is not 
eligible for the NRHP under Criterion A, which applies to buildings that are associated with events that 
have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of history, as no significant events are 
associated with this property. To be eligible for the NRHP under Criterion B, a property must be directly 
associated with a person considered significant within a historic context whose specific contribution to 
history has been both identified and documented. No such person who meets that definition is linked to 
this property. The property is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion C as it was a typical residence from 
the mid-twentieth century before converted to commercial use and does not embody the distinctive 
characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction; it is not the work of a master and does not 
possess high artistic value. The property is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion D for information 
potential because the materials and construction methods of the building do not convey important 
information that could contribute to understanding history or prehistory. Therefore, the property is not 
eligible for listing in the NRHP because it does not meet any of the eligibility criteria. The building, which is 
occupied by Salon Belleza Latina and State Farm Insurance, has undergone several alterations and large 
additions, including the replacement of all original doors and windows, and has lost integrity of design, 
materials, workmanship, feeling, and association. The building retains integrity of location and setting.

Construction of the original Highway 1 in the state of Washington commenced in 1913. By October 1923, 
700 miles of a two-lane highway had been completed connecting Vancouver, British Columbia, to the 
Oregon-California border. Just after the highway was completed in 1924, however, plans were begun to 
reroute and improve the conditions of the highway. The project involved creating a new, wider, four-lane 
route further west that would connect Seattle and Tacoma, Washington, more directly (Kramak, 2010). 
The new roadway was completed in 1928 and acquired the title of Highway 1, while the original eastern 
route was renamed Highway 5 (Caster, 2007). The new Highway 1 became known as the Pacific Highway. 
Over the years, various parts of Highway 1 acquired alternative names, including the portion known as 
Pacific Highway S, which starts near Federal Way, Washington, and continues north, through Kent, Des 
Moines, and SeaTac, Washington (Kramak, 2010).
In 1926, Pacific Highway (HWY 1) was included as a numbered U.S. Highway (US 99) (U.S. Route 99, 2013). 
The following decades witnessed the rapid growth of businesses along the highway and the formation of a 
new auto-oriented roadside culture characterized by a proliferation of motels, restaurants, and rest stops 
(Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). Increased automobile ownership changed people’s perceptions 
about distance and allowed populations to sprawl around urban centers, increasing the number of 
residents in suburban towns and cities, including SeaTac, Des Moines, Kent, and Federal Way (Boyles, 
2010).
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The property at 22444 Pacific Highway South contains a one-story commercial office space that was 
constructed as a house in 1955, and is currently occupied by Salon Belleza Latina and State Farm 
Insurance. Built on a concrete slab foundation with an irregular plan, the wood frame building has a 
steeply pitched gabled roof covered in composite shingles from which an interior slope chimney 
protrudes. The building is clad in horizontal vinyl siding, with the exception of the side gable ends which 
are clad in vertical composite siding. A small section of the building protrudes from the west (front) 
elevation and is covered by a front gabled roof that crosses the principle side gable. The west elevation of 
this protrusion has two, replacement, fixed, single-light windows that wrap around the exterior corners to 
the north and south elevations. South of the front gable section is a small porch area with an open 
framework railing shaded by the boxed eave overhang of the primary roof. The porch, which is not 
original to the building, is accessed by three wood steps that lead to the front, replacement, nine-light 
door that is flanked by two, fixed, single-light rectangular windows. South of the porch, the elevation 
protrudes slightly and contains a fixed, single-light window. On the south end of the west elevation is 
another fixed, single-light window. An addition extends from the north elevation of the building and is 
topped by a lower height side gabled roof. A partial porch has been added to the west elevation of this 
north addition, which contains another pair of replacement, glazed doors shaded by a boxed eave. The 
south elevation of the building contains two, two-light horizontal sliding windows and a louvered attic 
vent. Extending from the south end of the east elevation is a new construction attached garage with a 
gabled roof. The garage contains a large vehicle opening on the south elevation. An extended shed roof is 
attached to the east elevation of the garage. Aerial images indicate that another long, gabled roof 
addition extends from the north end of the east elevation, although it is barely visible from the public 
right-of-way. The north elevation is clad in vertical composite siding and contains one, three-light window 
and one single-light window. Behind the building, on the east side of the property, a long, rectangular 
plan warehouse building with a gabled roof has been constructed. The accessory building is clad in vertical 
T 1-11 siding and contains a metal retractable door and a large metal pedestrian door on its west 
elevation. Another smaller shed building appears to be located in the northeast corner of the property. 
The buildings are surrounded by a paved parking lot.
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The city of Des Moines is located approximately halfway between Seattle and Tacoma, on the eastern side 
of Puget Sound (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). The town started as a logging community and as a 
real estate venture of F. A. Blasher, who moved from Des Moines, Iowa, to King County in 1888 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007; Lange, 1998). After World War I, Des Moines’ popularity rose when the 
town expanded its dock and ferry service, attracting increased numbers of summer vacationers. The 
population grew quickly after World War II and Des Moines was incorporated as a city in 1959 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007). While some buildings in Des Moines date to the 1920s and 1930s, many 
commercial and residential buildings were constructed during a period of suburban development in the 
1950s and 1960s. On January 31, 1967, Interstate 5 (I-5), which passed through Des Moines on the route 
from Everett to Tacoma, Washington, was completed and established another transportation route, in 
addition to Pacific Highway S (SR 99), for commuters in the area (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007).
The property at 22437 30th Avenue South in Des Moines, Washington, which is a residential property 
built in 1953, is not eligible for listing in the NRHP. The property is not eligible for the NRHP under 
Criterion A, which applies to buildings that are associated with events that have made a significant 
contribution to the broad patterns of history, as no significant events are associated with this property. To 
be eligible for the NRHP under Criterion B, a property must be directly associated with a person 
considered significant within a historic context whose specific contribution to history has been both 
identified and documented. No such person who meets that definition is linked to this building. The 
property is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion C as it is a typical residential building from the mid-
twentieth century and does not embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of 
construction; it is not the work of a master and does not possess high artistic value. The property is not 
eligible for the NRHP under Criterion D for information potential because the materials and construction 
methods of the building do not convey important information that could contribute to understanding 
history or prehistory. Therefore, the property is not eligible for listing in the NRHP because it does not 
meet any of the eligibility criteria. In addition the building is altered including the replacement of the 
original doors, windows, roof, and siding and a side addition. As a result, the property has lost integrity of 
materials, design, and workmanship. The building retains integrity of feeling, setting, location, and 
association.

Construction of the original Highway 1 in the state of Washington commenced in 1913. By October 1923, 
700 miles of a two-lane highway had been completed connecting Vancouver, British Columbia, to the 
Oregon-California border. Just after the highway was completed in 1924, however, plans were begun to 
reroute and improve the conditions of the highway. The project involved creating a new, wider, four-lane 
route further west that would connect Seattle and Tacoma, Washington, more directly (Kramak, 2010). 
The new roadway was completed in 1928 and acquired the title of Highway 1, while the original eastern 
route was renamed Highway 5 (Caster, 2007). The new Highway 1 became known as the Pacific Highway. 
Over the years, various parts of Highway 1 acquired alternative names, including the portion known as 
Pacific Highway S, which starts near Federal Way, Washington, and continues north, through Kent, Des 
Moines, and SeaTac, Washington (Kramak, 2010).
In 1926, Pacific Highway (HWY 1) was included as a numbered U.S. Highway (US 99) (U.S. Route 99, 2013). 
The following decades witnessed the rapid growth of businesses along the highway and the formation of a 
new auto-oriented roadside culture characterized by a proliferation of motels, restaurants, and rest stops 
(Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). Increased automobile ownership changed people’s perceptions 
about distance and allowed populations to sprawl around urban centers, increasing the number of 
residents in suburban towns and cities, including SeaTac, Des Moines, Kent, and Federal Way (Boyles, 
2010).

Statement of 
Significance:



Historic Inventory Report

Thursday, July 24, 2014 Page 4 of 5

Kramak, J.E., ed. 2010. Establishing the Pacific Highway South. Selected Cultural and Historical 
Geographies of the Greater Seattle Area. Available at: 
https://sites.google.com/site/alinehistoryprojectsite/home/map/theme-transportation/establishing-the-
pacific-highway-south. Accessed March 14, 2013.

King County. 2013. King County Department of Assessments. Available at: 
http://www.kingcounty.gov/Assessor.aspx. Accessed October 20, 2013.

U.S. Route 99 – The Pacific Highway. 2013. Waymarking: A Groundspeak Website. Available at: 
http://www.waymarking.com/cat/details.aspx?f=1&guid=698ed7e3-3af8-4cd0-a795-
03b89a23288e&exp=True. Accessed March 19, 2013.

Caster, D. 2007. Historical Society of Federal Way Timeline.  Available at: 
http://www.federalwayhistory.org/timeline.php. Accessed March 15, 2013.

Boyles, E. 2010. The Suburb. Selected Cultural and Historical Geographies of the Greater Seattle Area. 
Available at: https://sites.google.com/site/alinehistoryprojectsite/home/line-b/community-identities--
bellevue-and-redmond/the-suburb. Accessed March 18, 2013.

Lange, G. 1998. Des Moines Beginnings: Des Moines Post Office opens on August 6, 1889. HistoryLink: The 
Free Online Encyclopedia of Washington State History. Available at: 
http://www.historylink.org/index.cfm?DisplayPage=output.cfm&file_id=500. Accessed March 15, 2013.

Des Moines Historical Society. 2007. Time Line Page. Available at: 
http://www.dmhs.org/timeline/history.html. Accessed March 13, 2013.

Major 
Bibliographic 
References:

22437 30th Avenue South is a one-story, wood frame, ranch style, residential building with a rectangular 
plan constructed in 1953. The building, which sits on a concrete slab foundation, is topped by a hipped 
roof with deep boxed eaves covered in rolled roofing material. An external eave wall brick chimney 
bisects the west elevation. According to the King County Assessor’s website, the property was remodeled 
circa 2001. All of the visible windows are contemporary replacements. The upper half of the residence’s 
exterior walls are clad in non-original wood board and batten while the lower half are clad in horizontal 
composite siding. A plain front door is located in the center of the front (south) elevation. A small one-
over-one sash window is located east of the front door and a large, fixed, single-light window is located to 
the west. A non-original pedestrian door is located on the east end of the façade. A flat roof addition, 
which originally served as a carport, extends from the east elevation and is also clad in board and batten 
siding placed above horizontal composite siding. At an unknown date, the walls of the carport were 
enclosed and the area was converted into interior living space. A pedestrian door is located on the rear 
(north) elevation of the addition. Several window openings that appear to be one-over-one sash windows 
are also located on the rear elevation. An overhang extends from the north elevation of the addition and 
shades part of the gravel driveway that passes along the rear of the building. The property is set back off 
the main road and is surrounded by tall trees.
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The city of Des Moines is located approximately halfway between Seattle and Tacoma, on the eastern side 
of Puget Sound (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). The town started as a logging community and as a 
real estate venture of F. A. Blasher, who moved from Des Moines, Iowa, to King County in 1888 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007; Lange, 1998). After World War I, Des Moines’ popularity rose when the 
town expanded its dock and ferry service, attracting increased numbers of summer vacationers. The 
population grew quickly after World War II and Des Moines was incorporated as a city in 1959 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007). While some buildings in Des Moines date to the 1920s and 1930s, many 
commercial and residential buildings were constructed during a period of suburban development in the 
1950s and 1960s. On January 31, 1967, Interstate 5 (I-5), which passed through Des Moines on the route 
from Everett to Tacoma, Washington, was completed and established another transportation route, in 
addition to Pacific Highway S (SR 99), for commuters in the area (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007).
The property at 22456 Pacific Highway South in Des Moines, Washington, which is a commercial retail 
building built in 1956, is not eligible for listing in the NRHP. The property is not eligible for the NRHP under 
Criterion A, which applies to buildings that are associated with events that have made a significant 
contribution to the broad patterns of history, as no significant events are associated with this property. To 
be eligible for the NRHP under Criterion B, a property must be directly associated with a person 
considered significant within a historic context whose specific contribution to history has been both 
identified and documented. No such person who meets that definition is linked to this property. The 
property is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion C as it is a typical commercial retail space from the 
mid-twentieth century and does not embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of 
construction; it is not the work of a master and does not possess high artistic value. The property is not 
eligible for the NRHP under Criterion D for information potential because the materials and construction 
methods of the building do not convey important information that could contribute to understanding 
history or prehistory. Therefore, the property is not eligible for listing in the NRHP because it does not 
meet any of the eligibility criteria. The building has undergone several alterations and large rear additions, 
including the replacement of some original doors and windows. It is likely that the roofline and second 
floor are not original. It has lost integrity of design and materials. The building retains integrity of location, 
setting, workmanship, feeling, and association.

Construction of the original Highway 1 in the state of Washington commenced in 1913. By October 1923, 
700 miles of a two-lane highway had been completed connecting Vancouver, British Columbia, to the 
Oregon-California border. Just after the highway was completed in 1924, however, plans were begun to 
reroute and improve the conditions of the highway. The project involved creating a new, wider, four-lane 
route further west that would connect Seattle and Tacoma, Washington, more directly (Kramak, 2010). 
The new roadway was completed in 1928 and acquired the title of Highway 1, while the original eastern 
route was renamed Highway 5 (Caster, 2007). The new Highway 1 became known as the Pacific Highway. 
Over the years, various parts of Highway 1 acquired alternative names, including the portion known as 
Pacific Highway S, which starts near Federal Way, Washington, and continues north, through Kent, Des 
Moines, and SeaTac, Washington (Kramak, 2010).
In 1926, Pacific Highway (HWY 1) was included as a numbered U.S. Highway (US 99) (U.S. Route 99, 2013). 
The following decades witnessed the rapid growth of businesses along the highway and the formation of a 
new auto-oriented roadside culture characterized by a proliferation of motels, restaurants, and rest stops 
(Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). Increased automobile ownership changed people’s perceptions 
about distance and allowed populations to sprawl around urban centers, increasing the number of 
residents in suburban towns and cities, including SeaTac, Des Moines, Kent, and Federal Way (Boyles, 
2010).
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The property at 22456 Pacific Highway South contains a one and a half-story commercial retail space that 
was constructed in 1956, and is currently occupied by the Barber Shop and the Smoke Shop. Built on a 
concrete slab foundation with a rectangular plan, the wood frame building has a steeply pitched side 
gable roof covered in composite shingles. The building is clad primarily in horizontal wood siding, with 
some brick veneer. The main entrance, which is located in the center of the west elevation, is slightly 
recessed and contains a glazed replacement front door that is shaded by the boxed eave overhang of the 
primary roof. The façade around the front entrance is clad in brick veneer, except for a small vertical strip 
of horizontal siding just south of the front door, indicating that the original door was significantly wider, 
requiring in-fill when it was replaced. This door currently serves as the entrance to the smoke shop. Brick 
veneer cladding covers the lower half of the exterior walls of the rest of the west elevation and wraps 
around the northwest and southwest corners of the building, partially cladding the north and south 
elevations. Above the brick veneer, on the north and south ends of the west elevation, are two rows of 
three, fixed, single-light windows. The south row of windows, which are the front façade for the Barber 
Shop, are interrupted by a replacement, nine-light pedestrian door. A concrete ramp with a metal railing 
leads to the Barber Shop door. Four shed roof dormer windows protrude on the west elevation. Each 
contains two, six-light replacement sliding windows. The dormers are clad in vertical wood siding. The 
west end of the north elevation contains a three-light, horizontal sliding window with a fixed center light. 
A smaller shed roof structure had been attached to the south elevation and is clad in corrugated metal, 
horizontal wood siding, and some wood lattice. The addition contains a recessed pedestrian entrance 
accessed by a small concrete step. The gablel end on the north and south elevations have sliding 
windows, with two, eight-light windows flanking a fixed, 16-light window. The ground floor of the south 
elevation also contains (moving from west to east) a fixed, single-light window, double, replacement 
glazed doors, and a tall, rectangular, fixed, single-light window.  Two gable roof additions extend from the 
north and south ends of the east elevation. A large, shed roof addition has been constructed between the 
two extensions, creating a full width, one-story addition on the east elevation. The north elevation of the 
east addition contains a two-light, horizontal sliding window. The south elevation of the same addition 
contains three, two-light, horizontal sliding windows of various sizes. The southeast corner of the 
property contains an accessory storage building with a gabled roof; the area in front of the main building 
is a large paved parking lot.
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The city of Des Moines is located approximately halfway between Seattle and Tacoma, on the eastern side 
of Puget Sound (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). The town started as a logging community and as a 
real estate venture of F. A. Blasher, who moved from Des Moines, Iowa, to King County in 1888 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007; Lange, 1998). After World War I, Des Moines’ popularity rose when the 
town expanded its dock and ferry service, attracting increased numbers of summer vacationers. The 
population grew quickly after World War II and Des Moines was incorporated as a city in 1959 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007). While some buildings in Des Moines date to the 1920s and 1930s, many 
commercial and residential buildings were constructed during a period of suburban development in the 
1950s and 1960s. On January 31, 1967, Interstate 5 (I-5), which passed through Des Moines on the route 
from Everett to Tacoma, Washington, was completed and established another transportation route, in 
addition to Pacific Highway S (SR 99), for commuters in the area (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007).
The property at 22515 30th Avenue South in Des Moines, Washington, which is a residential building 
constructed in 1957, is not eligible for listing in the NRHP. The property is not eligible for the NRHP under 
Criterion A, which applies to buildings that are associated with events that have made a significant 
contribution to the broad patterns of history, as no significant events are associated with this property. To 
be eligible for the NRHP under Criterion B, a property must be directly associated with a person 
considered significant within a historic context whose specific contribution to history has been both 
identified and documented. No such person who meets that definition is linked to this building. The 
property is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion C as it is a typical mid-twentieth century residential 
building and does not embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction; 
it is not the work of a master and does not possess high artistic value. The property is not eligible for the 
NRHP under Criterion D for information potential because the materials and construction methods of the 
buildings do not convey important information that could contribute to understanding history or 
prehistory. Therefore, the property is not eligible for listing in the NRHP because it does not meet any of 
the eligibility criteria. The building has been heavily altered, including two large deck additions and the 
replacement of the original doors, windows, and roof. As a result, the property has lost integrity of 
materials, design, and workmanship. The building retains integrity of setting, location, feeling and 
association.

Construction of the original Highway 1 in the state of Washington commenced in 1913. By October 1923, 
700 miles of a two-lane highway had been completed connecting Vancouver, British Columbia, to the 
Oregon-California border. Just after the highway was completed in 1924, however, plans were begun to 
reroute and improve the conditions of the highway. The project involved creating a new, wider, four-lane 
route further west that would connect Seattle and Tacoma, Washington, more directly (Kramak, 2010). 
The new roadway was completed in 1928 and acquired the title of Highway 1, while the original eastern 
route was renamed Highway 5 (Caster, 2007). The new Highway 1 became known as the Pacific Highway. 
Over the years, various parts of Highway 1 acquired alternative names, including the portion known as 
Pacific Highway S, which starts near Federal Way, Washington, and continues north, through Kent, Des 
Moines, and SeaTac, Washington (Kramak, 2010).
In 1926, Pacific Highway (HWY 1) was included as a numbered U.S. Highway (US 99) (U.S. Route 99, 2013). 
The following decades witnessed the rapid growth of businesses along the highway and the formation of a 
new auto-oriented roadside culture characterized by a proliferation of motels, restaurants, and rest stops 
(Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). Increased automobile ownership changed people’s perceptions 
about distance and allowed populations to sprawl around urban centers, increasing the number of 
residents in suburban towns and cities, including SeaTac, Des Moines, Kent, and Federal Way (Boyles, 
2010).
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22515 30th Avenue South is a one-story, residential building with an essentially L-shaped plan that was 
built in 1957. The house sits on a poured concrete foundation and most of the visible windows and doors 
are contemporary replacements. The upper-half of the exterior walls of the wood frame house are clad in 
vertical wood siding while the lower-half of the north and south elevation exterior walls are clad in wide 
wood clapboards and the lower half of the front (east) elevation is clad in brick veneer. On the façade, a 
concrete stringcourse separates the brick veneer from the vertical wood siding above. Composite shingle 
roof material covers the steeply pitched cross gabled roof. The house is built on sloping ground, and has a 
basement level that is not visible from the front (east) elevation. The primary living space has a 
rectangular plan and is covered by an asymmetrical, side-gabled roof with the longer side creating a deep 
eave overhang that shades the east elevation. The south end of the east elevation, which contains the 
front replacement door and two replacement two-light horizontal sliding windows, is slightly recessed 
from the north end of the elevation. For this reason, the roof extends further on the north end of the 
elevation to cover the protruding section of the elevation that also contains two, replacement, two-light 
horizontal sliding windows. Protruding even further from the far north end of the east elevation is an 
attached garage with a front gabled roof that is perpendicular to the primary side gabled roof. The east 
elevation of the garage has a large replacement retractable metal door. The house’s original roof was a 
very low pitch side gabled roof with shallow eaves that also covered the garage. When the roof was 
replaced, a new front gabled roof was added to the garage, both of which drastically altered the 
appearance of the house. The north elevation contains one small replacement casement window and the 
south elevation contains two small, replacement two-light horizontal sliding windows. Two large, raised 
decks have been added to the west elevation. The front of the property includes grass, landscaping, and a 
paved driveway in front of the garage.
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The city of Des Moines is located approximately halfway between Seattle and Tacoma, on the eastern side 
of Puget Sound (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). The town started as a logging community and as a 
real estate venture of F. A. Blasher, who moved from Des Moines, Iowa, to King County in 1888 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007; Lange, 1998). After World War I, Des Moines’ popularity rose when the 
town expanded its dock and ferry service, attracting increased numbers of summer vacationers. The 
population grew quickly after World War II and Des Moines was incorporated as a city in 1959 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007). While some buildings in Des Moines date to the 1920s and 1930s, many 
commercial and residential buildings were constructed during a period of suburban development in the 
1950s and 1960s. On January 31, 1967, Interstate 5 (I-5), which passed through Des Moines on the route 
from Everett to Tacoma, Washington, was completed and established another transportation route, in 
addition to Pacific Highway S (SR 99), for commuters in the area (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007).
The property at 22521 30th Avenue South in Des Moines, Washington, which is a residential apartment 
building constructed in 1964, is not eligible for listing in the NRHP. The property is not eligible for the 
NRHP under Criterion A, which applies to buildings that are associated with events that have made a 
significant contribution to the broad patterns of history, as no significant events are associated with this 
property. To be eligible for the NRHP under Criterion B, a property must be directly associated with a 
person considered significant within a historic context whose specific contribution to history has been 
both identified and documented. No such person who meets that definition is linked to this building. The 
property is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion C as it is a typical mid-twentieth century residential 
apartment building and does not embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of 
construction; it is not the work of a master and does not possess high artistic value. The property is not 
eligible for the NRHP under Criterion D for information potential because the materials and construction 
methods of the buildings do not convey important information that could contribute to understanding 
history or prehistory. Therefore, the property is not eligible for listing in the NRHP because it does not 
meet any of the eligibility criteria. The building has been altered several times, including the replacement 
of the original windows and doors. As a result, the property has lost integrity of materials. The building 
retains integrity of design, workmanship, setting, location, feeling and association.

Construction of the original Highway 1 in the state of Washington commenced in 1913. By October 1923, 
700 miles of a two-lane highway had been completed connecting Vancouver, British Columbia, to the 
Oregon-California border. Just after the highway was completed in 1924, however, plans were begun to 
reroute and improve the conditions of the highway. The project involved creating a new, wider, four-lane 
route further west that would connect Seattle and Tacoma, Washington, more directly (Kramak, 2010). 
The new roadway was completed in 1928 and acquired the title of Highway 1, while the original eastern 
route was renamed Highway 5 (Caster, 2007). The new Highway 1 became known as the Pacific Highway. 
Over the years, various parts of Highway 1 acquired alternative names, including the portion known as 
Pacific Highway S, which starts near Federal Way, Washington, and continues north, through Kent, Des 
Moines, and SeaTac, Washington (Kramak, 2010).
In 1926, Pacific Highway (HWY 1) was included as a numbered U.S. Highway (US 99) (U.S. Route 99, 2013). 
The following decades witnessed the rapid growth of businesses along the highway and the formation of a 
new auto-oriented roadside culture characterized by a proliferation of motels, restaurants, and rest stops 
(Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). Increased automobile ownership changed people’s perceptions 
about distance and allowed populations to sprawl around urban centers, increasing the number of 
residents in suburban towns and cities, including SeaTac, Des Moines, Kent, and Federal Way (Boyles, 
2010).

Statement of 
Significance:



Historic Inventory Report

Tuesday, June 10, 2014 Page 4 of 5

Kramak, J.E., ed. 2010. Establishing the Pacific Highway South. Selected Cultural and Historical 
Geographies of the Greater Seattle Area. Available at: 
https://sites.google.com/site/alinehistoryprojectsite/home/map/theme-transportation/establishing-the-
pacific-highway-south. Accessed March 14, 2013.

King County. 2013. King County Department of Assessments. Available at: 
http://www.kingcounty.gov/Assessor.aspx. Accessed October 20, 2013.

U.S. Route 99 – The Pacific Highway. 2013. Waymarking: A Groundspeak Website. Available at: 
http://www.waymarking.com/cat/details.aspx?f=1&guid=698ed7e3-3af8-4cd0-a795-
03b89a23288e&exp=True. Accessed March 19, 2013.

Caster, D. 2007. Historical Society of Federal Way Timeline.  Available at: 
http://www.federalwayhistory.org/timeline.php. Accessed March 15, 2013.

Boyles, E. 2010. The Suburb. Selected Cultural and Historical Geographies of the Greater Seattle Area. 
Available at: https://sites.google.com/site/alinehistoryprojectsite/home/line-b/community-identities--
bellevue-and-redmond/the-suburb. Accessed March 18, 2013.

Lange, G. 1998. Des Moines Beginnings: Des Moines Post Office opens on August 6, 1889. HistoryLink: The 
Free Online Encyclopedia of Washington State History. Available at: 
http://www.historylink.org/index.cfm?DisplayPage=output.cfm&file_id=500. Accessed March 15, 2013.

Des Moines Historical Society. 2007. Time Line Page. Available at: 
http://www.dmhs.org/timeline/history.html. Accessed March 13, 2013.

Major 
Bibliographic 
References:

The building at 22521 30th Avenue South is the Valiant Arms Apartments, which has a rectangular plan 
and was constructed in 1964. The three-story, wood frame building with 12 units, which is primarily clad 
in pebbled stucco, sits on a poured concrete foundation and has a very low pitch, built-up, front gabled 
roof. The doors and windows are modern replacements. Due to the fact that the apartment building was 
constructed on a hill, the replacement, glazed main entry door on the east elevation leads to the second 
floor of the building. Replacement sidelight windows, composed of five vertically situated lights, frame 
the front door, which is positioned in the center of the east elevation directly under the peak of the gable. 
This center section of the elevation, surrounding the front entrance, is clad in horizontal composite siding. 
An attached, flat overhang protrudes from the elevation and shades the front door. Above the overhang is 
a window with two, nine-light horizontal sliders. A wooden sign with the apartment building’s name hangs 
directly above this window and partially covers a large, replacement, metal, louvered attic vent. North of 
the entrance area, on the third floor, is another window opening with a replacement fixed, 12-light 
window flanked by two, six-light, slider windows. The north and south elevations contain a number of 
small balconies with wood slat railings that are shaded by deep eave overhangs from the roof and 
accessed by glazed pedestrian doors. The north and south elevations also contain several replacement, 
fixed, single-light windows flanked by two horizontal sliders. There is a small paved parking area along the 
east elevation of the building.
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The city of Des Moines is located approximately halfway between Seattle and Tacoma, on the eastern side 
of Puget Sound (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). The town started as a logging community and as a 
real estate venture of F. A. Blasher, who moved from Des Moines, Iowa, to King County in 1888 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007; Lange, 1998). After World War I, Des Moines’ popularity rose when the 
town expanded its dock and ferry service, attracting increased numbers of summer vacationers. The 
population grew quickly after World War II and Des Moines was incorporated as a city in 1959 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007). While some buildings in Des Moines date to the 1920s and 1930s, many 
commercial and residential buildings were constructed during a period of suburban development in the 
1950s and 1960s. On January 31, 1967, Interstate 5 (I-5), which passed through Des Moines on the route 
from Everett to Tacoma, Washington, was completed and established another transportation route, in 
addition to Pacific Highway S (SR 99), for commuters in the area (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007).
The property at 22624 Pacific Highway South in Des Moines, Washington, which is a commercial building 
constructed in 1952 that is currently vacant, is not eligible for listing in the NRHP. The property is not 
eligible for the NRHP under Criterion A, which applies to buildings that are associated with events that 
have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of history, as no significant events are 
associated with this property. To be eligible for the NRHP under Criterion B, a property must be directly 
associated with a person considered significant within a historic context whose specific contribution to 
history has been both identified and documented. No such person who meets that definition is linked to 
this building. The property is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion C as it is an unexceptional example 
of a typical mid-twentieth century commercial building and does not embody the distinctive 
characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction; it is not the work of a master and does not 
possess high artistic value. The property is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion D for information 
potential because the materials and construction methods of the building do not convey important 
information that could contribute to understanding history or prehistory. Therefore, the property is not 
eligible for listing in the NRHP because it does not meet any of the eligibility criteria. All of the building’s 
windows have been covered or replaced with plywood boards. As a result, the property has lost some 
integrity of materials and design. The building retains integrity of workmanship, setting, location, feeling 
and association.

Construction of the original Highway 1 in the state of Washington commenced in 1913. By October 1923, 
700 miles of a two-lane highway had been completed connecting Vancouver, British Columbia, to the 
Oregon-California border. Just after the highway was completed in 1924, however, plans were begun to 
reroute and improve the conditions of the highway. The project involved creating a new, wider, four-lane 
route further west that would connect Seattle and Tacoma, Washington, more directly (Kramak, 2010). 
The new roadway was completed in 1928 and acquired the title of Highway 1, while the original eastern 
route was renamed Highway 5 (Caster, 2007). The new Highway 1 became known as the Pacific Highway. 
Over the years, various parts of Highway 1 acquired alternative names, including the portion known as 
Pacific Highway S, which starts near Federal Way, Washington, and continues north, through Kent, Des 
Moines, and SeaTac, Washington (Kramak, 2010).
In 1926, Pacific Highway (HWY 1) was included as a numbered U.S. Highway (US 99) (U.S. Route 99, 2013). 
The following decades witnessed the rapid growth of businesses along the highway and the formation of a 
new auto-oriented roadside culture characterized by a proliferation of motels, restaurants, and rest stops 
(Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). Increased automobile ownership changed people’s perceptions 
about distance and allowed populations to sprawl around urban centers, increasing the number of 
residents in suburban towns and cities, including SeaTac, Des Moines, Kent, and Federal Way (Boyles, 
2010).
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22624 Pacific Highway South is a vacant one-story, concrete block, commercial building with a rectangular 
plan that was built in 1952. The building sits on a concrete slab foundation and all of the visible windows 
and doors are currently replaced or covered with plywood boards. The exterior walls are all painted 
concrete block. A flat roof with a metal parapet and a deep overhang with exposed rafters are the 
defining characteristics of the building. The parapet, clad in mirrors (most of which are badly damaged), is 
attached to the edge of the overhang and wraps around the primary elevations. The west (front) elevation 
contains three sections that are divided by concrete block pillars that protrude from the elevation. The 
north section contains a large window opening, the center section contains a pedestrian door with two 
large window openings on either side, and the south section contains a large window opening and 
another pedestrian door on the far south side of the elevation. On the north and south elevations, 
protruding concrete block pillars visually bisect the exterior walls, which otherwise contain no windows.  
Besides several overgrown trees and bushes that line the west elevation, the property mainly consists of a 
large paved area that surrounds the building’s primary elevations.
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The city of Des Moines is located approximately halfway between Seattle and Tacoma, on the eastern side 
of Puget Sound (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). The town started as a logging community and as a 
real estate venture of F. A. Blasher, who moved from Des Moines, Iowa, to King County in 1888 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007; Lange, 1998). After World War I, Des Moines’ popularity rose when the 
town expanded its dock and ferry service, attracting increased numbers of summer vacationers. The 
population grew quickly after World War II and Des Moines was incorporated as a city in 1959 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007). While some buildings in Des Moines date to the 1920s and 1930s, many 
commercial and residential buildings were constructed during a period of suburban development in the 
1950s and 1960s. On January 31, 1967, Interstate 5 (I-5), which passed through Des Moines on the route 
from Everett to Tacoma, Washington, was completed and established another transportation route, in 
addition to Pacific Highway S (SR 99), for commuters in the area (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007).
The property at 22820 Pacific Highway South in Des Moines, Washington, which is a commercial property 
with two buildings constructed in 1966 and 1979 respectively, is not eligible for listing in the NRHP. The 
property is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion A, which applies to buildings that are associated with 
events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of history, as no significant events 
are associated with this property. To be eligible for the NRHP under Criterion B, a property must be 
directly associated with a person considered significant within a historic context whose specific 
contribution to history has been both identified and documented. No such person who meets that 
definition is linked to these buildings. The property is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion C as it is a 
typical commercial property from the mid- to late-twentieth century and does not embody the distinctive 
characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction; it is not the work of a master and does not 
possess high artistic value. The property is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion D for information 
potential because the materials and construction methods of the building do not convey important 
information that could contribute to understanding history or prehistory. Therefore, the property is not 
eligible for listing in the NRHP because it does not meet any of the eligibility criteria. In addition the 1966 
building has been altered including the replacement of the roof and a large rear addition. As a result, the 
property has lost integrity of materials and design. The building retains integrity of feeling, workmanship, 
setting, location, and association.

Construction of the original Highway 1 in the state of Washington commenced in 1913. By October 1923, 
700 miles of a two-lane highway had been completed connecting Vancouver, British Columbia, to the 
Oregon-California border. Just after the highway was completed in 1924, however, plans were begun to 
reroute and improve the conditions of the highway. The project involved creating a new, wider, four-lane 
route further west that would connect Seattle and Tacoma, Washington, more directly (Kramak, 2010). 
The new roadway was completed in 1928 and acquired the title of Highway 1, while the original eastern 
route was renamed Highway 5 (Caster, 2007). The new Highway 1 became known as the Pacific Highway. 
Over the years, various parts of Highway 1 acquired alternative names, including the portion known as 
Pacific Highway S, which starts near Federal Way, Washington, and continues north, through Kent, Des 
Moines, and SeaTac, Washington (Kramak, 2010).
In 1926, Pacific Highway (HWY 1) was included as a numbered U.S. Highway (US 99) (U.S. Route 99, 2013). 
The following decades witnessed the rapid growth of businesses along the highway and the formation of a 
new auto-oriented roadside culture characterized by a proliferation of motels, restaurants, and rest stops 
(Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). Increased automobile ownership changed people’s perceptions 
about distance and allowed populations to sprawl around urban centers, increasing the number of 
residents in suburban towns and cities, including SeaTac, Des Moines, Kent, and Federal Way (Boyles, 
2010).
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22820 Pacific Highway South contains two commercial buildings associated with Canopy World, Inc. Truck 
Accessories: a one-story, concrete block service garage building with an irregular plan constructed in 1966 
and a one-story, wood frame office building with a rectangular plan constructed in 1979. The two 
buildings, both of which are clad in vertical wood siding, are located adjacent to one another in the center 
of a large paved parking lot. The 1966 building, which sits on a concrete slab foundation, has a flat roof 
with a pitched middle section covered in rolled roofing material. A large vehicle bay is located on the 
south end of the front (west) elevation. North of the vehicle bay is a plain metal pedestrian door. A large 
sign for the company has been attached to the exterior wall above the pedestrian door. There is no 
fenestration on the north or south elevations. Some of the vertical wood siding on the north and south 
elevation’s exterior walls has been removed, exposing painted concrete block. A large, rectangular plan 
shed addition projects from the rear (east) elevation and is also clad in vertical wood siding. Two, fixed, 
single-light windows are located on the addition’s east elevation and a plain metal pedestrian door is 
located on the north elevation. The 1979 wood frame office building is located just north of the service 
garage and sits on a raised concrete foundation. The rectangular plan building has a very low-pitched side 
gabled roof covered in rolled roofing material with corrugated metal gable ends. Most of the visible 
windows are two-light horizontal sliding windows. A straight flight of five wood stairs with an open 
framework wood handrail leads to double glass sliding doors on the front (west) elevation. Two-light 
horizontal sliding windows are located north and south of the main entrance on the façade. A large, two-
light horizontal sliding window is located on the south elevation and there are no windows on the north 
elevation. The rear (east) elevation of the office building contains a metal pedestrian door, two, two-light 
horizontal sliding windows, and a small, one-over-one sash window. The remainder of the property is 
paved and used for parking.
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The city of Des Moines is located approximately halfway between Seattle and Tacoma, on the eastern side 
of Puget Sound (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). The town started as a logging community and as a 
real estate venture of F. A. Blasher, who moved from Des Moines, Iowa, to King County in 1888 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007; Lange, 1998). After World War I, Des Moines’ popularity rose when the 
town expanded its dock and ferry service, attracting increased numbers of summer vacationers. The 
population grew quickly after World War II and Des Moines was incorporated as a city in 1959 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007). While some buildings in Des Moines date to the 1920s and 1930s, many 
commercial and residential buildings were constructed during a period of suburban development in the 
1950s and 1960s. On January 31, 1967, Interstate 5 (I-5), which passed through Des Moines on the route 
from Everett to Tacoma, Washington, was completed and established another transportation route, in 
addition to Pacific Highway S (SR 99), for commuters in the area (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007).
The property at 22850 Pacific Highway South in Des Moines, Washington, which is a commercial building 
constructed in 1950, is not eligible for listing in the NRHP. The property is not eligible for the NRHP under 
Criterion A, which applies to buildings that are associated with events that have made a significant 
contribution to the broad patterns of history, as no significant events are associated with this property. To 
be eligible for the NRHP under Criterion B, a property must be directly associated with a person 
considered significant within a historic context whose specific contribution to history has been both 
identified and documented. No such person who meets that definition is linked to this building. The 
property is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion C as it is a typical mid-twentieth century commercial 
building and does not embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction; 
it is not the work of a master and does not possess high artistic value. The property is not eligible for the 
NRHP under Criterion D for information potential because the materials and construction methods of the 
building do not convey important information that could contribute to understanding history or 
prehistory. Therefore, the property is not eligible for listing in the NRHP because it does not meet any of 
the eligibility criteria. The building’s two main doors have been replaced and a window on the south 
elevation has been filled in with vertical wood siding. As a result, the property has lost some integrity of 
materials. The building retains integrity of design, workmanship, setting, location, feeling and association.

Construction of the original Highway 1 in the state of Washington commenced in 1913. By October 1923, 
700 miles of a two-lane highway had been completed connecting Vancouver, British Columbia, to the 
Oregon-California border. Just after the highway was completed in 1924, however, plans were begun to 
reroute and improve the conditions of the highway. The project involved creating a new, wider, four-lane 
route further west that would connect Seattle and Tacoma, Washington, more directly (Kramak, 2010). 
The new roadway was completed in 1928 and acquired the title of Highway 1, while the original eastern 
route was renamed Highway 5 (Caster, 2007). The new Highway 1 became known as the Pacific Highway. 
Over the years, various parts of Highway 1 acquired alternative names, including the portion known as 
Pacific Highway S, which starts near Federal Way, Washington, and continues north, through Kent, Des 
Moines, and SeaTac, Washington (Kramak, 2010).
In 1926, Pacific Highway (HWY 1) was included as a numbered U.S. Highway (US 99) (U.S. Route 99, 2013). 
The following decades witnessed the rapid growth of businesses along the highway and the formation of a 
new auto-oriented roadside culture characterized by a proliferation of motels, restaurants, and rest stops 
(Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). Increased automobile ownership changed people’s perceptions 
about distance and allowed populations to sprawl around urban centers, increasing the number of 
residents in suburban towns and cities, including SeaTac, Des Moines, Kent, and Federal Way (Boyles, 
2010).
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22850 Pacific Highway South is a one-story, concrete block, commercial building with a rectangular plan 
that was built in 1950. The building, which is currently occupied by MD Clothing and Allstar Barbers, sits 
on a concrete slab foundation and the exterior walls are painted concrete block. The exterior of the 
building is defined by a flat roof with a standing seam, metal awning and parapet that extend along the 
length of the front (west) elevation. Under the awning, positioned in the center of the west elevation, are 
two replacement glazed pedestrian doors that are separated by a concrete block post. On either side of 
the front doors is a row of four large, slanted and fixed, single-light commercial style windows in 
aluminum frames; the tops of the windows tilt away from the front façade. There are no windows on the 
north or south elevations. An outline of an original window opening and concrete window sill that has 
been filled in and clad in vertical wood siding is visible on the south elevation. The building is surrounded 
by paved parking areas.
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Construction of the original Highway 1 in the state of Washington commenced in 1913. By October 1923, 
700 miles of a two-lane highway had been completed connecting Vancouver, British Columbia, to the 
Oregon-California border. Just after the highway was completed in 1924, however, plans were begun to 
reroute and improve the conditions of the highway. The project involved creating a new, wider, four-lane 
route further west that would connect Seattle and Tacoma, Washington, more directly (Kramak, 2010). 
The new roadway was completed in 1928 and acquired the title of Highway 1, while the original eastern 
route was renamed Highway 5 (Caster, 2007). The new Highway 1 became known as the Pacific Highway. 
Over the years, various parts of Highway 1 acquired alternative names, including the portion known as 
Pacific Highway S, which starts near Federal Way, Washington, and continues north, through Kent, Des 
Moines, and SeaTac, Washington (Kramak, 2010).
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The property at 22843 30th Avenue South in Des Moines, Washington, which is a residential building 
constructed in 1940 with a commercial garage shop addition, is not eligible for listing in the NRHP. The 
property is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion A, which applies to buildings that are associated with 
events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of history, as no significant events 
are associated with this property. To be eligible for the NRHP under Criterion B, a property must be 
directly associated with a person considered significant within a historic context whose specific 
contribution to history has been both identified and documented. No such person who meets that 
definition is linked to this building. The property is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion C as it is a 
typical early to mid-twentieth century mixed used building and does not embody the distinctive 
characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction; it is not the work of a master and does not 
possess high artistic value. The property is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion D for information 
potential because the materials and construction methods of the buildings do not convey important 
information that could contribute to understanding history or prehistory. Therefore, the property is not 
eligible for listing in the NRHP because it does not meet any of the eligibility criteria. The building has 
been altered several times, including the replacement of all the visible windows, a new roof, and several 
additions. A large garage and a large carport have been added to the east and south elevations 
respectively. As a result, the property has lost integrity of materials, workmanship, and design. The 
building retains integrity of setting, location, feeling and association.

The city of Des Moines is located approximately halfway between Seattle and Tacoma, on the eastern side 
of Puget Sound (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). The town started as a logging community and as a 
real estate venture of F. A. Blasher, who moved from Des Moines, Iowa, to King County in 1888 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007; Lange, 1998). After World War I, Des Moines’ popularity rose when the 
town expanded its dock and ferry service, attracting increased numbers of summer vacationers. The 
population grew quickly after World War II and Des Moines was incorporated as a city in 1959 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007). While some buildings in Des Moines date to the 1920s and 1930s, many 
commercial and residential buildings were constructed during a period of suburban development in the 
1950s and 1960s. On January 31, 1967, Interstate 5 (I-5), which passed through Des Moines on the route 
from Everett to Tacoma, Washington, was completed and established another transportation route, in 
addition to Pacific Highway S (SR 99), for commuters in the area (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007).

In 1926, Pacific Highway (HWY 1) was included as a numbered U.S. Highway (US 99) (U.S. Route 99, 2013). 
The following decades witnessed the rapid growth of businesses along the highway and the formation of a 
new auto-oriented roadside culture characterized by a proliferation of motels, restaurants, and rest stops 
(Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). Increased automobile ownership changed people’s perceptions 
about distance and allowed populations to sprawl around urban centers, increasing the number of 
residents in suburban towns and cities, including SeaTac, Des Moines, Kent, and Federal Way (Boyles, 
2010).
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22843 30th Avenue South is a one-story building with an irregular floor plan that was built in 1940 on a 
piece of slightly raised land. Attached to the south and east elevations are a carport and a garage shop 
building. Although the property is currenlty zoned commercial, the building was likely a residence 
originally. Constructed on a concrete slab foundation, the wood frame building has a cross gabled roof 
clad in replacement composite shingles. Only one window is visible from the public right-of-way and that 
is a replacement, one-over-one sash window on the east elevation. The building is clad in horizontal wood 
siding. The main entry appears to be on the west elevation which is not visible from the street. According 
to aerial images of the property, the front entrance is covered by a front gabled roof that crosses the 
principle side gabled roof. A rectangular gabled section protrudes from the east elevation. Two parallel 
rectangular plan sections extend from underneath the side gable on the south elevation. The section that 
extends from the west side of the south elevation has a gabled roof with a double pitch on the east side. 
Adjacent to this section, is another gabled roof addition with a much lower roof height. Both of these 
south elevation extensions appear to be additions. Attached to the end of the lower gabled roof addition 
on the south elevation is a new construction carport with a flat built-up roof supported by several simple 
wood posts. The carport is accessed by a paved driveway that slopes up towards the vehicle entrance on 
the east elevation. The south and west elevations of the carport are clad in opaque corrugated plastic. 
Constructed on a lower grade and attached to the east elevation of the main building is a flat built-up 
roof, commercial garage defined by three vehicle bays with retractable doors. The garage is clad in 
horizontal wood siding that matches the cladding on the main building. A small shed roofed storage 
building clad in corrugated metal and constructed on a concrete block foundation is attached to the 
southeast corner of the garage building. The property around the building is mostly paved with some 
gravel and surrounded by a chain link fence.
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The city of Des Moines is located approximately halfway between Seattle and Tacoma, on the eastern side 
of Puget Sound (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). The town started as a logging community and as a 
real estate venture of F. A. Blasher, who moved from Des Moines, Iowa, to King County in 1888 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007; Lange, 1998). After World War I, Des Moines’ popularity rose when the 
town expanded its dock and ferry service, attracting increased numbers of summer vacationers. The 
population grew quickly after World War II and Des Moines was incorporated as a city in 1959 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007). While some buildings in Des Moines date to the 1920s and 1930s, many 
commercial and residential buildings were constructed during a period of suburban development in the 
1950s and 1960s. On January 31, 1967, Interstate 5 (I-5), which passed through Des Moines on the route 
from Everett to Tacoma, Washington, was completed and established another transportation route, in 
addition to Pacific Highway S (SR 99), for commuters in the area (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007).
The property at 22855 30th Avenue South in Des Moines, Washington, which is a residential apartment 
building constructed in 1958, is not eligible for listing in the NRHP. The property is not eligible for the 
NRHP under Criterion A, which applies to buildings that are associated with events that have made a 
significant contribution to the broad patterns of history, as no significant events are associated with this 
property. To be eligible for the NRHP under Criterion B, a property must be directly associated with a 
person considered significant within a historic context whose specific contribution to history has been 
both identified and documented. No such person who meets that definition is linked to this building. The 
property is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion C as it is a typical mid-twentieth century residential 
apartment building and does not embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of 
construction; it is not the work of a master and does not possess high artistic value. The property is not 
eligible for the NRHP under Criterion D for information potential because the materials and construction 
methods of the building do not convey important information that could contribute to understanding 
history or prehistory. Therefore, the property is not eligible for listing in the NRHP because it does not 
meet any of the eligibility criteria. The building has been altered several times, including the replacement 
of many original windows. As a result, the property has lost some integrity of materials. The building 
retains integrity of design, workmanship, setting, location, feeling and association.

Construction of the original Highway 1 in the state of Washington commenced in 1913. By October 1923, 
700 miles of a two-lane highway had been completed connecting Vancouver, British Columbia, to the 
Oregon-California border. Just after the highway was completed in 1924, however, plans were begun to 
reroute and improve the conditions of the highway. The project involved creating a new, wider, four-lane 
route further west that would connect Seattle and Tacoma, Washington, more directly (Kramak, 2010). 
The new roadway was completed in 1928 and acquired the title of Highway 1, while the original eastern 
route was renamed Highway 5 (Caster, 2007). The new Highway 1 became known as the Pacific Highway. 
Over the years, various parts of Highway 1 acquired alternative names, including the portion known as 
Pacific Highway S, which starts near Federal Way, Washington, and continues north, through Kent, Des 
Moines, and SeaTac, Washington (Kramak, 2010).
In 1926, Pacific Highway (HWY 1) was included as a numbered U.S. Highway (US 99) (U.S. Route 99, 2013). 
The following decades witnessed the rapid growth of businesses along the highway and the formation of a 
new auto-oriented roadside culture characterized by a proliferation of motels, restaurants, and rest stops 
(Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). Increased automobile ownership changed people’s perceptions 
about distance and allowed populations to sprawl around urban centers, increasing the number of 
residents in suburban towns and cities, including SeaTac, Des Moines, Kent, and Federal Way (Boyles, 
2010).
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The Pacific Ridge Apartments building, at 22521 30th Avenue South, has a rectangular plan and was 
constructed in 1958. The one-story, masonry building with nine units, which is primarily clad in brick 
veneer, sits on a poured concrete foundation and has a very low pitch, built-up, side gabled roof with 
deep eave overhangs. Most of the windows are modern replacements. The apartment units are accessed 
through exterior doors that are paired along the long south elevation. Between the pairs of doors are two 
styles of metal framed windows: narrow, two-light horizontal sliding windows placed directly below 
where the eave meets the exterior wall and large, fixed, single-light windows with a narrow adjacent 
sliding light. The door to the main office is located on the east end of the south elevation. Around the 
corner from the office door, on the south end of the east elevation is a large fixed window with a sliding 
light identical to those on the south elevation. The east elevation is defined by a large exterior gable wall 
chimney that punctures the rake and protrudes from the roof. North of the chimney on the same 
elevation is a small, two-light horizontal sliding window.  A louvered attic vent is positioned directly below 
the peak of the east gable. The gable end is clad in angled composite siding that runs parallel to the angle 
of the roof. Parking stalls and some landscaping line the south and east elevations. A narrow alley runs 
along the north elevation between the exterior wall and an adjacent chain link fence. The alley provides 
rear access to the apartment units. The windows on the rear (north) elevation appear to be the same as 
those on the south elevation. Southwest of the main apartment building is another concrete block 
building with a square plan and a very low pitch side gabled roof with deep eaves. The building appears to 
be newer construction. The exterior walls of the accessory building are painted concrete block and the 
gabled ends are clad in vertical composite siding. The east elevation of the building has a small dropped, 
shed roofed overhang covered in composite shingles and supported by wood brackets. The north 
elevation has four windows and two pedestrian doors that are barely visible from the public right-of-way. 
The area to the east of the accessory building is a large paved parking lot.

Description of 
Physical 
Appearance:



Historic Inventory Report

Tuesday, June 10, 2014 Page 5 of 6

Northeast corner
2013

Southeast corner, main building
2013

Photos

2013
East elevation

Southeast corner, whole property
2013



Historic Inventory Report

Tuesday, June 10, 2014 Page 6 of 6

2013
Northeast corner, accessory building



Historic Inventory Report

Thursday, June 05, 2014 Page 1 of 5

Identification

MaryNell Nolan-Wheatley

12267 NE 3RD PL

Survey Name: Date Recorded:

Field Recorder:

Owner's Name: PAK, KEON Y+HANNAH H

11/12/2013

City: BELLEVUE

Classification: Building

Resource Status: Comments:

State: WA Zip: 98005

Within a District? No

Contributing? No

National Register:

Local District:

National Register District/Thematic Nomination Name:

Owner Address:

Survey/Inventory

Eligibility Status:

Determination Date:

Determination Comments:

Not Determined - SHPO

1/1/0001

Sound Transit Federal Way

22862  Pacific Hwy S, Des Moines, WA 98198

Location
Field Site No. DAHP No.

Historic Name:

Common Name: Secrets Adult Entertainment

2299-93

Property Address:

Comments:

King
County

T22R04E 16
Township/Range/EW Section 1/4 Sec 1/4 1/4 Sec

DES MOINES
Quadrangle

Tax No./Parcel No. 2500600226

Plat/Block/Lot Block 2/Portion Lot 20

Acreage .29

Supplemental Map(s)

Coordinate Reference

Projection:

Datum:

Easting:

Northing:

HARN (feet)

Washington State Plane South

1195942

757194



Historic Inventory Report

Thursday, June 05, 2014 Page 2 of 5

Description

Narrative

Historic Use: Commerce/Trade - Business Current Use: Commerce/Trade - Business

Plan: Rectangle Stories: 1 Structural System: Mixed

Changes to Plan: Moderate Changes to Interior: Unknown

Changes to Original Cladding: Intact Changes to Windows: Extensive

Changes to Other: Slight

Other (specify): All of the replacement windows have been treated to appear opaque.

Style:

Form/Type:

Cladding:

Foundation:

Roof Type: Roof Material:

Architecture/Landscape Architecture
Study Unit Other

Date of Construction:

Architect:

Engineer:

Property appears to meet criteria for the National Register of Historic Places:No

Property is located in a potential historic district (National and/or local): No

Property potentially contributes to a historic district (National and/or local): No

Builder:

Concrete - Block

Veneer - StuccoNone

Flat with Eaves

Flat with Parapet

Asphalt / Composition

Metal - Standing Seam

Concrete - Poured Commercial

1985 Remodel

1934 Built Date



Historic Inventory Report

Thursday, June 05, 2014 Page 3 of 5

The city of Des Moines is located approximately halfway between Seattle and Tacoma, on the eastern side 
of Puget Sound (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). The town started as a logging community and as a 
real estate venture of F. A. Blasher, who moved from Des Moines, Iowa, to King County in 1888 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007; Lange, 1998). After World War I, Des Moines’ popularity rose when the 
town expanded its dock and ferry service, attracting increased numbers of summer vacationers. The 
population grew quickly after World War II and Des Moines was incorporated as a city in 1959 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007). While some buildings in Des Moines date to the 1920s and 1930s, many 
commercial and residential buildings were constructed during a period of suburban development in the 
1950s and 1960s. On January 31, 1967, Interstate 5 (I-5), which passed through Des Moines on the route 
from Everett to Tacoma, Washington, was completed and established another transportation route, in 
addition to Pacific Highway S (SR 99), for commuters in the area (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007).
The property at 22862 Pacific Highway South in Des Moines, Washington, which is a commercial building 
constructed in 1934, is not eligible for listing in the NRHP. The property is not eligible for the NRHP under 
Criterion A, which applies to buildings that are associated with events that have made a significant 
contribution to the broad patterns of history, as no significant events are associated with this property. To 
be eligible for the NRHP under Criterion B, a property must be directly associated with a person 
considered significant within a historic context whose specific contribution to history has been both 
identified and documented. No such person who meets that definition is linked to this building. The 
property is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion C as it is a typical commercial retail building and does 
not embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction; it is not the work 
of a master and does not possess high artistic value. The property is not eligible for the NRHP under 
Criterion D for information potential because the materials and construction methods of the building do 
not convey important information that could contribute to understanding history or prehistory. 
Therefore, the property is not eligible for listing in the NRHP because it does not meet any of the eligibility 
criteria. In addition, the building has been heavily altered, including the replacement of all original doors 
and windows and a change in the roof structure. Nothing remains visible from the original 1934 building. 
As a result, the property has lost integrity of materials, design, feeling, and workmanship. The building 
retains integrity of setting, location, and association.

Construction of the original Highway 1 in the state of Washington commenced in 1913. By October 1923, 
700 miles of a two-lane highway had been completed connecting Vancouver, British Columbia, to the 
Oregon-California border. Just after the highway was completed in 1924, however, plans were begun to 
reroute and improve the conditions of the highway. The project involved creating a new, wider, four-lane 
route further west that would connect Seattle and Tacoma, Washington, more directly (Kramak, 2010). 
The new roadway was completed in 1928 and acquired the title of Highway 1, while the original eastern 
route was renamed Highway 5 (Caster, 2007). The new Highway 1 became known as the Pacific Highway. 
Over the years, various parts of Highway 1 acquired alternative names, including the portion known as 
Pacific Highway S, which starts near Federal Way, Washington, and continues north, through Kent, Des 
Moines, and SeaTac, Washington (Kramak, 2010).
In 1926, Pacific Highway (HWY 1) was included as a numbered U.S. Highway (US 99) (U.S. Route 99, 2013). 
The following decades witnessed the rapid growth of businesses along the highway and the formation of a 
new auto-oriented roadside culture characterized by a proliferation of motels, restaurants, and rest stops 
(Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). Increased automobile ownership changed people’s perceptions 
about distance and allowed populations to sprawl around urban centers, increasing the number of 
residents in suburban towns and cities, including SeaTac, Des Moines, Kent, and Federal Way (Boyles, 
2010).
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22862 Pacific Highway South is a one-story commercial building with a rectangular plan, built in 1934. The 
building, which is currently occupied by Secrets Adult Entertainment, sits on a concrete slab foundation 
and the exterior walls are clad in stucco. While the original section of the building closest to the main road 
is wood frame, a large, full width, concrete block addition has been attached to the rear (east) elevation. 
The seam where the concrete block addition joins the wood frame original building is visible on the south 
elevation. The exterior walls of the addition are painted concrete block. The roof is flat with eaves that 
extend out at an angle, forming hipped structures at the corners and gabled structures in the center. 
These eaves terminate behind a metal parapet with an attached awning clad in blue standing seam metal 
that wraps around the building’s four elevations. The roof structure is likely not original to the building. All 
of the windows on the building have been treated in order to make them opaque. The front (west) 
elevation contains three large window bays, each of which contains a large, fixed, single-light window 
placed over a slightly smaller, fixed, single-light window. Interrupting the row of windows is a metal and 
glass pedestrian front door which has been covered on the inside with an opaque material. North of the 
windows on the west elevation is another metal pedestrian door that is probably used as a service 
entrance. The north elevation contains a pair of metal pedestrian doors. There are no windows or doors 
on the south elevation. The building is surrounded by concrete ramps with metal hand railings that lead to 
the front and side doors. There are paved parking lots on the north and south sides of the building.
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The city of Des Moines is located approximately halfway between Seattle and Tacoma, on the eastern side 
of Puget Sound (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). The town started as a logging community and as a 
real estate venture of F. A. Blasher, who moved from Des Moines, Iowa, to King County in 1888 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007; Lange, 1998). After World War I, Des Moines’ popularity rose when the 
town expanded its dock and ferry service, attracting increased numbers of summer vacationers. The 
population grew quickly after World War II and Des Moines was incorporated as a city in 1959 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007). While some buildings in Des Moines date to the 1920s and 1930s, many 
commercial and residential buildings were constructed during a period of suburban development in the 
1950s and 1960s. On January 31, 1967, Interstate 5 (I-5), which passed through Des Moines on the route 
from Everett to Tacoma, Washington, was completed and established another transportation route, in 
addition to Pacific Highway S (SR 99), for commuters in the area (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007).
The property at 23205 30th Avenue South in Des Moines, Washington, which consists of a residential 
building constructed in 1939 and several accessory garage buildings constructed in the 1940s and 1950s, 
is not eligible for listing in the NRHP. The property is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion A, which 
applies to buildings that are associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad 
patterns of history, as no significant events are associated with this property. To be eligible for the NRHP 
under Criterion B, a property must be directly associated with a person considered significant within a 
historic context whose specific contribution to history has been both identified and documented. No such 
person who meets that definition is linked to these buildings. The property is not eligible for the NRHP 
under Criterion C as they are typical early to mid-twentieth century residential and accessory garage 
buildings and do not embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction; 
they are not the work of a master and do not possess high artistic value. The property is not eligible for 
the NRHP under Criterion D for information potential because the materials and construction methods of 
the buildings do not convey important information that could contribute to understanding history or 
prehistory. Therefore, the property is not eligible for listing in the NRHP because it does not meet any of 
the eligibility criteria. Each building on the property has been altered several times, including roof 
replacement and replacement of some original siding and all original windows. Several small shed-roofed 
additions have been attached to the main residence and the accessory buildings altering their floor plans 
significantly. As a result, the property has lost integrity of materials, workmanship, and design. The 
building retains integrity of setting, location, feeling, and association.

Construction of the original Highway 1 in the state of Washington commenced in 1913. By October 1923, 
700 miles of a two-lane highway had been completed connecting Vancouver, British Columbia, to the 
Oregon-California border. Just after the highway was completed in 1924, however, plans were begun to 
reroute and improve the conditions of the highway. The project involved creating a new, wider, four-lane 
route further west that would connect Seattle and Tacoma, Washington, more directly (Kramak, 2010). 
The new roadway was completed in 1928 and acquired the title of Highway 1, while the original eastern 
route was renamed Highway 5 (Caster, 2007). The new Highway 1 became known as the Pacific Highway. 
Over the years, various parts of Highway 1 acquired alternative names, including the portion known as 
Pacific Highway S, which starts near Federal Way, Washington, and continues north, through Kent, Des 
Moines, and SeaTac, Washington (Kramak, 2010).
In 1926, Pacific Highway (HWY 1) was included as a numbered U.S. Highway (US 99) (U.S. Route 99, 2013). 
The following decades witnessed the rapid growth of businesses along the highway and the formation of a 
new auto-oriented roadside culture characterized by a proliferation of motels, restaurants, and rest stops 
(Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). Increased automobile ownership changed people’s perceptions 
about distance and allowed populations to sprawl around urban centers, increasing the number of 
residents in suburban towns and cities, including SeaTac, Des Moines, Kent, and Federal Way (Boyles, 
2010).
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23205 30th Avenue South contains a one-story residential building with an irregular plan that was built in 
1939 and several accessory garage buildings that were constructed in the 1940s and 1950s. Constructed 
on a raised concrete foundation, the wood frame residence has a hipped roof clad in composite shingles, 
from which a central, interior slope, brick chimney protrudes. The house is not visible from the public 
right-of-way, but according to photos on the King County Assessor’s website, it is clad in horizontal wood 
siding and all of the windows are contemporary replacements. The front façade, which appears to be 
located on the west elevation, contains an integrated shed roofed overhang that shades a small porch 
area accessed by a set of side steps. The porch is partially enclosed in sheets of corrugated metal. South of 
the front porch is a replacement, two-light horizontal sliding window with a small metal awning. A small 
addition protrudes from the south elevation and is covered in its own hipped roof. The west elevation of 
the protruding section contains a replacement three-light horizontal sliding window. Another shed roof 
overhang extends from the north elevation, although heavy vegetation and a tall wood fence shield the 
elevation from view. Southeast of the residence is a large, flat roofed carport that has undergone 
numerous additions and alterations since its construction in 1939. Clad in horizontal composite siding, the 
original carport had a simple rectangular floor plan and a large opening for vehicular entry. By 1958, a 
new façade with a tall parapet had been added to the east elevation along with at least two shed roofed 
additions on the south elevation. A pedestrian door shaded by a gabled overhang was positioned on the 
east elevation next to a large three-light window with horizontal muntins. At a later date, the gabled 
overhang was replaced by a flat metal overhang that remains extant today. The west elevation window 
was replaced with a three-light, horizontal sliding window with a fixed center light and a small, third shed 
unit addition was added to the south elevation. In 1950, another detached garage was constructed on the 
northeast side of the property and clad in horizontal composite siding. This building also had a flat roof 
and contained a large east elevation opening for vehicular entry. Eventually, a small addition was added 
to the north elevation and one large shed roof covered in composite shingles was placed over both the 
1950 garage and its north addition. The addition to the garage and the gable end is currently clad in 
vertical composite siding. A new construction two car carport has been built between the 1930 garage 
and the 1950 garage, with vehicular access on the east elevation. A parapet clad in horizontal composite 
siding runs along the edge of the roof of the new carport and the exterior walls are clad in corrugated 
metal. The property is surrounded by trees, pavement, and a series of wooden fences.
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Construction of the original Highway 1 in the state of Washington commenced in 1913. By October 1923, 
700 miles of a two-lane highway had been completed connecting Vancouver, British Columbia, to the 
Oregon-California border. Just after the highway was completed in 1924, however, plans were begun to 
reroute and improve the conditions of the highway. The project involved creating a new, wider, four-lane 
route further west that would connect Seattle and Tacoma, Washington, more directly (Kramak, 2010). 
The new roadway was completed in 1928 and acquired the title of Highway 1, while the original eastern 
route was renamed Highway 5 (Caster, 2007). The new Highway 1 became known as the Pacific Highway. 
Over the years, various parts of Highway 1 acquired alternative names, including the portion known as 
Pacific Highway S, which starts near Federal Way, Washington, and continues north, through Kent, Des 
Moines, and SeaTac, Washington (Kramak, 2010).
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The property at 23215 30th Avenue South in Des Moines, Washington, which is a residential building 
constructed in 1959, is not eligible for listing in the NRHP. The property is not eligible for the NRHP under 
Criterion A, which applies to buildings that are associated with events that have made a significant 
contribution to the broad patterns of history, as no significant events are associated with this property. To 
be eligible for the NRHP under Criterion B, a property must be directly associated with a person 
considered significant within a historic context whose specific contribution to history has been both 
identified and documented. No such person who meets that definition is linked to this building. The 
property is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion C as it is an unexceptional example of a typical mid-
twentieth century residential building and does not embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, 
period, or method of construction; it is not the work of a master and does not possess high artistic value. 
The property is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion D for information potential because the 
materials and construction methods of the building do not convey important information that could 
contribute to understanding history or prehistory. Therefore, the property is not eligible for listing in the 
NRHP because it does not meet any of the eligibility criteria. The building has been altered several times, 
including the replacement of all original doors and windows and an addition. The attached garage 
addition was later converted into interior living space. As a result, the property has lost integrity of 
materials and design. The building retains integrity of workmanship, setting, location, feeling and 
association.

The city of Des Moines is located approximately halfway between Seattle and Tacoma, on the eastern side 
of Puget Sound (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). The town started as a logging community and as a 
real estate venture of F. A. Blasher, who moved from Des Moines, Iowa, to King County in 1888 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007; Lange, 1998). After World War I, Des Moines’ popularity rose when the 
town expanded its dock and ferry service, attracting increased numbers of summer vacationers. The 
population grew quickly after World War II and Des Moines was incorporated as a city in 1959 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007). While some buildings in Des Moines date to the 1920s and 1930s, many 
commercial and residential buildings were constructed during a period of suburban development in the 
1950s and 1960s. On January 31, 1967, Interstate 5 (I-5), which passed through Des Moines on the route 
from Everett to Tacoma, Washington, was completed and established another transportation route, in 
addition to Pacific Highway S (SR 99), for commuters in the area (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007).

In 1926, Pacific Highway (HWY 1) was included as a numbered U.S. Highway (US 99) (U.S. Route 99, 2013). 
The following decades witnessed the rapid growth of businesses along the highway and the formation of a 
new auto-oriented roadside culture characterized by a proliferation of motels, restaurants, and rest stops 
(Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). Increased automobile ownership changed people’s perceptions 
about distance and allowed populations to sprawl around urban centers, increasing the number of 
residents in suburban towns and cities, including SeaTac, Des Moines, Kent, and Federal Way (Boyles, 
2010).
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23215 30th Avenue South is a one-story ranch style residential building with a rectangular plan that was 
built in 1959. The house sits on a concrete slab foundation and all of the visible windows and doors are 
contemporary replacements. The house is clad in horizontal wood siding. A rolled roofing material covers 
the side gabled roof from which an interior slope brick chimney protrudes. The house is composed of 
three distinct sections: the side gabled main living area, a side gabled south elevation addition with a 
lower roof height, and a detached shed addition directly adjacent to the house’s south elevation. The 
replacement front paneled wood door, which is protected by a glass and metal storm door, is located in 
the center of the east elevation of the main living area. North of the front door is a replacement three-
light horizontal sliding window with a fixed center light. South of the front door is a replacement two-light 
horizontal sliding window. The south addition with a side gabled, lower height roof, was originally 
constructed as a garage, but has since been converted into interior living space. The east elevation of this 
section contains a paneled wood door protected by a storm door, and a replacement, two-light horizontal 
sliding window. There is a single pedestrian door and storm door identical to those on the front elevation 
located on the north elevation. In 2005, a tall, detached, gabled roof shed clad in vertical wood siding with 
a corrugated metal roof was constructed just south of the main house. There are no visible openings on 
the shed building. The house is set on land that is a higher grade than the main road. For this reason, the 
dirt driveway slopes up towards the house. The property also contains a small front yard area.
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The city of Des Moines is located approximately halfway between Seattle and Tacoma, on the eastern side 
of Puget Sound (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). The town started as a logging community and as a 
real estate venture of F. A. Blasher, who moved from Des Moines, Iowa, to King County in 1888 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007; Lange, 1998). After World War I, Des Moines’ popularity rose when the 
town expanded its dock and ferry service, attracting increased numbers of summer vacationers. The 
population grew quickly after World War II and Des Moines was incorporated as a city in 1959 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007). While some buildings in Des Moines date to the 1920s and 1930s, many 
commercial and residential buildings were constructed during a period of suburban development in the 
1950s and 1960s. On January 31, 1967, Interstate 5 (I-5), which passed through Des Moines on the route 
from Everett to Tacoma, Washington, was completed and established another transportation route, in 
addition to Pacific Highway S (SR 99), for commuters in the area (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007).
The property at 3043 South 224th Street in Des Moines, Washington, which is a residential building 
constructed in 1955, is not eligible for listing in the NRHP. The property is not eligible for the NRHP under 
Criterion A, which applies to buildings that are associated with events that have made a significant 
contribution to the broad patterns of history, as no significant events are associated with this property. To 
be eligible for the NRHP under Criterion B, a property must be directly associated with a person 
considered significant within a historic context whose specific contribution to history has been both 
identified and documented. No such person who meets that definition is linked to this building. The 
property is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion C as it is a typical mid-twentieth century residential 
building and does not embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction; 
it is not the work of a master and does not possess high artistic value. The property is not eligible for the 
NRHP under Criterion D for information potential because the materials and construction methods of the 
buildings do not convey important information that could contribute to understanding history or 
prehistory. Therefore, the property is not eligible for listing in the NRHP because it does not meet any of 
the eligibility criteria. The building has been altered several times, including the replacement of all original 
doors and windows, the enclosure of a carport on the east end of the house, and a large detached garage 
addition. As a result, the property has lost integrity of materials and design. The building retains integrity 
of workmanship, setting, location, feeling and association.

Construction of the original Highway 1 in the state of Washington commenced in 1913. By October 1923, 
700 miles of a two-lane highway had been completed connecting Vancouver, British Columbia, to the 
Oregon-California border. Just after the highway was completed in 1924, however, plans were begun to 
reroute and improve the conditions of the highway. The project involved creating a new, wider, four-lane 
route further west that would connect Seattle and Tacoma, Washington, more directly (Kramak, 2010). 
The new roadway was completed in 1928 and acquired the title of Highway 1, while the original eastern 
route was renamed Highway 5 (Caster, 2007). The new Highway 1 became known as the Pacific Highway. 
Over the years, various parts of Highway 1 acquired alternative names, including the portion known as 
Pacific Highway S, which starts near Federal Way, Washington, and continues north, through Kent, Des 
Moines, and SeaTac, Washington (Kramak, 2010).
In 1926, Pacific Highway (HWY 1) was included as a numbered U.S. Highway (US 99) (U.S. Route 99, 2013). 
The following decades witnessed the rapid growth of businesses along the highway and the formation of a 
new auto-oriented roadside culture characterized by a proliferation of motels, restaurants, and rest stops 
(Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). Increased automobile ownership changed people’s perceptions 
about distance and allowed populations to sprawl around urban centers, increasing the number of 
residents in suburban towns and cities, including SeaTac, Des Moines, Kent, and Federal Way (Boyles, 
2010).
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3043 South 224th Street is a one-story residential building with a rectangular plan that was built in 1955. 
The house sits on a slightly raised concrete foundation and all of the visible windows and doors are 
contemporary replacements. The upper-half of the exterior walls of the wood frame house are clad in 
horizontal wood siding and the lower-half of the exterior walls are clad in asbestos shingle siding. The 
hipped roof is of composite shingles. The front (north) elevation contains a replacement front door 
reached by several concrete steps and a small concrete stoop with a metal railing. The porch is shaded by 
an attached, shed roofed overhang covered in composite shingles and supported by one pillar underneath 
the overhang’s northwest corner. West of the front door are two replacement, two-light, horizontal 
sliding windows. East of the main entry are two large replacement windows with fixed, single-lights 
placed over two smaller awning windows. There are no windows on the east or west elevations. 
Originally, the house had a carport that was covered by the east end of the primary roof. The corners of 
the roof were supported by two plain pillars. At some point, the carport was enclosed and converted into 
an interior living space. In 1965, an 840 square foot detached garage addition with a composite shingle, 
hipped roof was constructed on the southwest corner of the property. The garage is clad in horizontal 
wood siding and asbestos shingle siding to match the main house and has retractable and pedestrian 
doors on the north elevation. A carport with a flat roof was attached to the southwest corner of the main 
house in 2005 and shades the area in front of the rear garage.
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The city of Des Moines is located approximately halfway between Seattle and Tacoma, on the eastern side 
of Puget Sound (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). The town started as a logging community and as a 
real estate venture of F. A. Blasher, who moved from Des Moines, Iowa, to King County in 1888 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007; Lange, 1998). After World War I, Des Moines’ popularity rose when the 
town expanded its dock and ferry service, attracting increased numbers of summer vacationers. The 
population grew quickly after World War II and Des Moines was incorporated as a city in 1959 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007). While some buildings in Des Moines date to the 1920s and 1930s, many 
commercial and residential buildings were constructed during a period of suburban development in the 
1950s and 1960s. On January 31, 1967, Interstate 5 (I-5), which passed through Des Moines on the route 
from Everett to Tacoma, Washington, was completed and established another transportation route, in 
addition to Pacific Highway S (SR 99), for commuters in the area (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007).
The property at 3033 South 224th Street in Des Moines, Washington, which is a residential building 
constructed in 1951, is not eligible for listing in the NRHP. The property is not eligible for the NRHP under 
Criterion A, which applies to buildings that are associated with events that have made a significant 
contribution to the broad patterns of history, as no significant events are associated with this property. To 
be eligible for the NRHP under Criterion B, a property must be directly associated with a person 
considered significant within a historic context whose specific contribution to history has been both 
identified and documented. No such person who meets that definition is linked to this building. The 
property is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion C as it is a typical mid-twentieth century residential 
building and does not embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction; 
it is not the work of a master and does not possess high artistic value. The property is not eligible for the 
NRHP under Criterion D for information potential because the materials and construction methods of the 
buildings do not convey important information that could contribute to understanding history or 
prehistory. Therefore, the property is not eligible for listing in the NRHP because it does not meet any of 
the eligibility criteria. The building has been altered several times, including the replacement of all original 
doors and windows, the enclosure of a carport on the east end of the house, and a large addition on the 
south elevation. As a result, the property has lost integrity of materials and design. The building retains 
integrity of workmanship, setting, location, feeling and association.

Construction of the original Highway 1 in the state of Washington commenced in 1913. By October 1923, 
700 miles of a two-lane highway had been completed connecting Vancouver, British Columbia, to the 
Oregon-California border. Just after the highway was completed in 1924, however, plans were begun to 
reroute and improve the conditions of the highway. The project involved creating a new, wider, four-lane 
route further west that would connect Seattle and Tacoma, Washington, more directly (Kramak, 2010). 
The new roadway was completed in 1928 and acquired the title of Highway 1, while the original eastern 
route was renamed Highway 5 (Caster, 2007). The new Highway 1 became known as the Pacific Highway. 
Over the years, various parts of Highway 1 acquired alternative names, including the portion known as 
Pacific Highway S, which starts near Federal Way, Washington, and continues north, through Kent, Des 
Moines, and SeaTac, Washington (Kramak, 2010).
In 1926, Pacific Highway (HWY 1) was included as a numbered U.S. Highway (US 99) (U.S. Route 99, 2013). 
The following decades witnessed the rapid growth of businesses along the highway and the formation of a 
new auto-oriented roadside culture characterized by a proliferation of motels, restaurants, and rest stops 
(Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). Increased automobile ownership changed people’s perceptions 
about distance and allowed populations to sprawl around urban centers, increasing the number of 
residents in suburban towns and cities, including SeaTac, Des Moines, Kent, and Federal Way (Boyles, 
2010).
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The house at 3033 South 224th Street is a one-story residential building with an irregular plan that was 
built in 1951. The house sits on a concrete slab foundation and all of the visible windows and doors are 
contemporary replacements. The upper-half of the exterior walls of the wood frame house is clad in 
vertical T 1-11 siding and the lower-half of the exterior walls is clad in wide horizontal composite siding. 
The house has a composite shingle, gable on hip roof and small attic vents are located where the hip 
meets the gable. The front (north) elevation contains a replacement plywood front door reached by two 
concrete steps and a small concrete stoop. A replacement, two-light horizontal sliding window and a 
retractable garage door are located to the east of the main entry. West of the main entry is a large, fixed, 
single-light replacement window. The east and west elevations of the house each contains one, 
replacement, two-light horizontal sliding window. Originally, the house had a carport that was covered by 
the east end of the primary roof. The edge of the roof was supported by three plain pillars. Before 1970, 
the carport was enclosed and converted into an interior garage with a retractable door on the north 
elevation, which remains today. A large gable-roof addition extends south from the south elevation of the 
main living section of the house and appears to form an overhang that shades a patio area. A small shed 
roofed addition has also been added to the south elevation of the garage. The property includes a front 
yard and a paved driveway.
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The city of Des Moines is located approximately halfway between Seattle and Tacoma, on the eastern side 
of Puget Sound (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). The town started as a logging community and as a 
real estate venture of F. A. Blasher, who moved from Des Moines, Iowa, to King County in 1888 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007; Lange, 1998). After World War I, Des Moines’ popularity rose when the 
town expanded its dock and ferry service, attracting increased numbers of summer vacationers. The 
population grew quickly after World War II and Des Moines was incorporated as a city in 1959 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007). While some buildings in Des Moines date to the 1920s and 1930s, many 
commercial and residential buildings were constructed during a period of suburban development in the 
1950s and 1960s. On January 31, 1967, Interstate 5 (I-5), which passed through Des Moines on the route 
from Everett to Tacoma, Washington, was completed and established another transportation route, in 
addition to Pacific Highway S (SR 99), for commuters in the area (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007).
The property at 3021 South 224th Street in Des Moines, Washington, which is a residential property built 
in 1946, is not eligible for listing in the NRHP. The property is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion A, 
which applies to buildings that are associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the 
broad patterns of history, as no significant events are associated with this property. To be eligible for the 
NRHP under Criterion B, a property must be directly associated with a person considered significant 
within a historic context whose specific contribution to history has been both identified and documented. 
No such person who meets that definition is linked to this building. The property is not eligible for the 
NRHP under Criterion C as it is a typical residential building from the early- to mid-twentieth century and 
does not embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction; it is not the 
work of a master and does not possess high artistic value. The property is not eligible for the NRHP under 
Criterion D for information potential because the materials and construction methods of the building do 
not convey important information that could contribute to understanding history or prehistory. 
Therefore, the property is not eligible for listing in the NRHP because it does not meet any of the eligibility 
criteria. In addition the property is heavily altered including the replacement of original windows, doors, 
roof, and siding, and several additions.  As a result, the property has lost integrity of materials, design, and 
workmanship. The area surrounding the property has also become substantially developed since the 
residence was built in 1947, compromising the building’s integrity of setting and feeling. The building 
retains integrity of location and association.

Construction of the original Highway 1 in the state of Washington commenced in 1913. By October 1923, 
700 miles of a two-lane highway had been completed connecting Vancouver, British Columbia, to the 
Oregon-California border. Just after the highway was completed in 1924, however, plans were begun to 
reroute and improve the conditions of the highway. The project involved creating a new, wider, four-lane 
route further west that would connect Seattle and Tacoma, Washington, more directly (Kramak, 2010). 
The new roadway was completed in 1928 and acquired the title of Highway 1, while the original eastern 
route was renamed Highway 5 (Caster, 2007). The new Highway 1 became known as the Pacific Highway. 
Over the years, various parts of Highway 1 acquired alternative names, including the portion known as 
Pacific Highway S, which starts near Federal Way, Washington, and continues north, through Kent, Des 
Moines, and SeaTac, Washington (Kramak, 2010).
In 1926, Pacific Highway (HWY 1) was included as a numbered U.S. Highway (US 99) (U.S. Route 99, 2013). 
The following decades witnessed the rapid growth of businesses along the highway and the formation of a 
new auto-oriented roadside culture characterized by a proliferation of motels, restaurants, and rest stops 
(Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). Increased automobile ownership changed people’s perceptions 
about distance and allowed populations to sprawl around urban centers, increasing the number of 
residents in suburban towns and cities, including SeaTac, Des Moines, Kent, and Federal Way (Boyles, 
2010).
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3021 South 224th Street is a one-story, wood frame, ranch style, residential property with an irregular 
plan constructed in 1947. The building, which sits on a concrete slab foundation, has a cross hipped roof 
with deep boxed eaves covered in rolled roofing material. The building has been substantially altered 
since its original construction in 1947, at which time the house was a small, rectangular plan, minimal 
traditional house with a hipped roof and a centered entrance on the west elevation. Circa 1954, an 
addition was constructed on the north elevation that nearly doubled the area of the house. The addition 
was covered by another hipped roof. At the same time, the roof, windows, front door, and siding were 
replaced. A large, external eave wall chimney was also constructed on the south elevation. In 1995, a 
large, 648-square foot, L-shaped detached garage was constructed in the northwest corner of the 
property. The property was remodeled again circa 2001. It is likely that it was during this renovation that a 
large, full-width addition was constructed on the building’s rear (east) elevation, forming the residence’s 
irregular plan. Currently, the upper half of the building’s exterior walls are clad in board and batten siding 
while the lower half are clad in brick veneer. Though very few of the windows are visible from the public 
right-of-way, most appear to be contemporary two-light horizontal sliding replacements with decorative, 
non-operable shutters. The detached garage, which also has a cross hipped roof, is clad in the same 
materials as the main house and is accessed via a long paved driveway. The property is surrounded by a 
tall wood fence and is heavily landscaped.
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The city of Des Moines is located approximately halfway between Seattle and Tacoma, on the eastern side 
of Puget Sound (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). The town started as a logging community and as a 
real estate venture of F. A. Blasher, who moved from Des Moines, Iowa, to King County in 1888 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007; Lange, 1998). After World War I, Des Moines’ popularity rose when the 
town expanded its dock and ferry service, attracting increased numbers of summer vacationers. The 
population grew quickly after World War II and Des Moines was incorporated as a city in 1959 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007). While some buildings in Des Moines date to the 1920s and 1930s, many 
commercial and residential buildings were constructed during a period of suburban development in the 
1950s and 1960s. On January 31, 1967, Interstate 5 (I-5), which passed through Des Moines on the route 
from Everett to Tacoma, Washington, was completed and established another transportation route, in 
addition to Pacific Highway S (SR 99), for commuters in the area (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007).
The property at 3049 South 224th Street in Des Moines, Washington, which is a residential building 
constructed in 1953, is not eligible for listing in the NRHP. The property is not eligible for the NRHP under 
Criterion A, which applies to buildings that are associated with events that have made a significant 
contribution to the broad patterns of history, as no significant events are associated with this property. To 
be eligible for the NRHP under Criterion B, a property must be directly associated with a person 
considered significant within a historic context whose specific contribution to history has been both 
identified and documented. No such person who meets that definition is linked to this building. The 
property is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion C as it is a typical mid-twentieth century residential 
building and does not embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction; 
it is not the work of a master and does not possess high artistic value. The property is not eligible for the 
NRHP under Criterion D for information potential because the materials and construction methods of the 
buildings do not convey important information that could contribute to understanding history or 
prehistory. Therefore, the property is not eligible for listing in the NRHP because it does not meet any of 
the eligibility criteria. The building has been altered several times, including the replacement of original 
siding, doors and windows. As a result, the property has lost integrity of materials. The building retains 
integrity of design, workmanship, setting, location, feeling and association.

Construction of the original Highway 1 in the state of Washington commenced in 1913. By October 1923, 
700 miles of a two-lane highway had been completed connecting Vancouver, British Columbia, to the 
Oregon-California border. Just after the highway was completed in 1924, however, plans were begun to 
reroute and improve the conditions of the highway. The project involved creating a new, wider, four-lane 
route further west that would connect Seattle and Tacoma, Washington, more directly (Kramak, 2010). 
The new roadway was completed in 1928 and acquired the title of Highway 1, while the original eastern 
route was renamed Highway 5 (Caster, 2007). The new Highway 1 became known as the Pacific Highway. 
Over the years, various parts of Highway 1 acquired alternative names, including the portion known as 
Pacific Highway S, which starts near Federal Way, Washington, and continues north, through Kent, Des 
Moines, and SeaTac, Washington (Kramak, 2010).
In 1926, Pacific Highway (HWY 1) was included as a numbered U.S. Highway (US 99) (U.S. Route 99, 2013). 
The following decades witnessed the rapid growth of businesses along the highway and the formation of a 
new auto-oriented roadside culture characterized by a proliferation of motels, restaurants, and rest stops 
(Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). Increased automobile ownership changed people’s perceptions 
about distance and allowed populations to sprawl around urban centers, increasing the number of 
residents in suburban towns and cities, including SeaTac, Des Moines, Kent, and Federal Way (Boyles, 
2010).
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3049 South 224th Street is a one-story, residential, ranch style building with a rectangular plan that was 
built in 1953. The house sits on a concrete slab foundation and most of the visible windows and doors are 
contemporary replacements. The upper-half of the exterior walls of the wood frame house are clad in 
very wide vertical composite siding (north elevation) or narrower vertical composite siding (east and west 
elevations) and the lower-half of the exterior walls are clad in horizontal composite siding. A composite 
shingle masterial covers the side gabled roof, from which an interior slope brick chimney protrudes. In the 
center of the north elevation is a replacement plywood front door accessed by two concrete steps. West 
of the main entry are two, replacement, two-light horizontal sliding windows. East of the front door is a 
large, fixed, single-light window placed under three, small, single-light windows, two of which are 
horizontal sliders. Further east on the north elevation is a garage door opening with two, replacement 
paneled wood doors. There are no windows on the west elevation and one, one-over-one sash window on 
the east elevation that may be original. The triangular spaces under the gabled ends of the roof are clad in 
wood shingles and contain small, circular, louvered wood attic vents. The property includes a front and 
back yard, some landscaping, and a paved driveway. There are several small accessory garden buildings 
behind the house.
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Construction of the original Highway 1 in the state of Washington commenced in 1913. By October 1923, 
700 miles of a two-lane highway had been completed connecting Vancouver, British Columbia, to the 
Oregon-California border. Just after the highway was completed in 1924, however, plans were begun to 
reroute and improve the conditions of the highway. The project involved creating a new, wider, four-lane 
route further west that would connect Seattle and Tacoma, Washington, more directly (Kramak, 2010). 
The new roadway was completed in 1928 and acquired the title of Highway 1, while the original eastern 
route was renamed Highway 5 (Caster, 2007). The new Highway 1 became known as the Pacific Highway. 
Over the years, various parts of Highway 1 acquired alternative names, including the portion known as 
Pacific Highway S, which starts near Federal Way, Washington, and continues north, through Kent, Des 
Moines, and SeaTac, Washington (Kramak, 2010).
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The property at 3027 South 224th Street in Des Moines, Washington, which is a residential property built 
in 1956, is not eligible for listing in the NRHP. The property is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion A, 
which applies to buildings that are associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the 
broad patterns of history, as no significant events are associated with this property. To be eligible for the 
NRHP under Criterion B, a property must be directly associated with a person considered significant 
within a historic context whose specific contribution to history has been both identified and documented. 
No such person who meets that definition is linked to this building. The property is not eligible for the 
NRHP under Criterion C as it is a typical residential building from the mid-twentieth century and does not 
embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction; it is not the work of a 
master and does not possess high artistic value. The property is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion 
D for information potential because the materials and construction methods of the building do not 
convey important information that could contribute to understanding history or prehistory. Therefore, 
the property is not eligible for listing in the NRHP because it does not meet any of the eligibility criteria. In 
addition the property is altered including the replacement of original windows and doors and the 
conversion of an original attached garage into interior living space.  As a result, the property has lost 
integrity of materials and design. The building retains integrity of workmanship, feeling, setting, location 
and association.

The city of Des Moines is located approximately halfway between Seattle and Tacoma, on the eastern side 
of Puget Sound (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). The town started as a logging community and as a 
real estate venture of F. A. Blasher, who moved from Des Moines, Iowa, to King County in 1888 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007; Lange, 1998). After World War I, Des Moines’ popularity rose when the 
town expanded its dock and ferry service, attracting increased numbers of summer vacationers. The 
population grew quickly after World War II and Des Moines was incorporated as a city in 1959 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007). While some buildings in Des Moines date to the 1920s and 1930s, many 
commercial and residential buildings were constructed during a period of suburban development in the 
1950s and 1960s. On January 31, 1967, Interstate 5 (I-5), which passed through Des Moines on the route 
from Everett to Tacoma, Washington, was completed and established another transportation route, in 
addition to Pacific Highway S (SR 99), for commuters in the area (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007).

In 1926, Pacific Highway (HWY 1) was included as a numbered U.S. Highway (US 99) (U.S. Route 99, 2013). 
The following decades witnessed the rapid growth of businesses along the highway and the formation of a 
new auto-oriented roadside culture characterized by a proliferation of motels, restaurants, and rest stops 
(Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). Increased automobile ownership changed people’s perceptions 
about distance and allowed populations to sprawl around urban centers, increasing the number of 
residents in suburban towns and cities, including SeaTac, Des Moines, Kent, and Federal Way (Boyles, 
2010).
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3027 South 224th Street is a one-and-a-half-story, wood frame, minimal traditional, residential property 
with an essentially L-shaped plan constructed in 1956. The building, which sits on a concrete slab 
foundation, has a moderately pitched, cross gable roof with shallow boxed eaves covered in rolled roofing 
material. An interior ridge brick chimney protrudes from the west end of the roof. The lower half of the 
exterior walls are clad in asbestos shingles while the upper half of the exterior walls are clad in vertical 
channel boards. The windows are horizontal sliding replacements that were installed circa 2003. A 
replacement paneled front door, which contains a fanlight and is protected by a metal and glass storm 
door, is located east of center on the front (north) elevation. The exterior wall surrounding the entrance is 
clad in vertical channel boards. A large, three-light horizontal sliding window is located west of the main 
entrance. The front door, adjacent sliding window, and a small concrete, ground-level porch are covered 
by the eave overhang of the primary side gabled roof the edge of which is supported by a thin metal post 
with some decorative scrollwork. A raised, knee-height brick flowerbed divides the porch from the front 
yard. The west end of the façade projects out, but is also covered by the primary side gabled roof. 
Originally, the west end of the house contained an attached garage. Circa 2003, the garage door was 
removed on the north elevation and replaced by a small, two-light horizontal sliding window. The east 
end of the front elevation projects out from the rest of the façade and is covered by a front gable roof 
that crosses the primary side gable. The north elevation of the front gabled section contains a two-light 
horizontal sliding window. The west elevation contains a replacement pedestrian door protected by a 
metal and glass storm door and an adjacent two-light horizontal sliding window. Above the side door, just 
beneath the peak of the side gable, is a two-light horizontal sliding attic window. A small storage shed has 
been attached to the west elevation. A centered two-light horizontal sliding window is located on the east 
elevation. The property includes a paved driveway and a front and backyard.
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The city of Des Moines is located approximately halfway between Seattle and Tacoma, on the eastern side 
of Puget Sound (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). The town started as a logging community and as a 
real estate venture of F. A. Blasher, who moved from Des Moines, Iowa, to King County in 1888 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007; Lange, 1998). After World War I, Des Moines’ popularity rose when the 
town expanded its dock and ferry service, attracting increased numbers of summer vacationers. The 
population grew quickly after World War II and Des Moines was incorporated as a city in 1959 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007). While some buildings in Des Moines date to the 1920s and 1930s, many 
commercial and residential buildings were constructed during a period of suburban development in the 
1950s and 1960s. On January 31, 1967, Interstate 5 (I-5), which passed through Des Moines on the route 
from Everett to Tacoma, Washington, was completed and established another transportation route, in 
addition to Pacific Highway S (SR 99), for commuters in the area (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007).
The properties at 3055-3025 South 224th Street and 22426 30th Avenue South in Des Moines, 
Washington, which are a collection of single family residential buildings, are not eligible for listing in the 
NRHP. The properties are not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion A, which applies to buildings that are 
associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of history, as no 
significant events are associated with these properties. To be eligible for the NRHP under Criterion B, a 
property must be directly associated with a person considered significant within a historic context whose 
specific contribution to history has been both identified and documented. No such person who meets that 
definition is linked to these buildings. The properties are not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion C as 
they are typical early to mid-twentieth century residential buildings and do not embody the distinctive 
characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction; they are not the work of a master and do not 
possess high artistic value. The properties are not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion D for information 
potential because the materials and construction methods of the buildings do not convey important 
information that could contribute to understanding history or prehistory. Therefore, the properties are 
not eligible for listing in the NRHP because they do not meet any of the eligibility criteria. The buildings 
have been altered several times, including the replacement of original siding, doors and windows. As a 
result, the properties have lost integrity of materials. The buildings retain integrity of design, 
workmanship, setting, location, feeling and association.

Construction of the original Highway 1 in the state of Washington commenced in 1913. By October 1923, 
700 miles of a two-lane highway had been completed connecting Vancouver, British Columbia, to the 
Oregon-California border. Just after the highway was completed in 1924, however, plans were begun to 
reroute and improve the conditions of the highway. The project involved creating a new, wider, four-lane 
route further west that would connect Seattle and Tacoma, Washington, more directly (Kramak, 2010). 
The new roadway was completed in 1928 and acquired the title of Highway 1, while the original eastern 
route was renamed Highway 5 (Caster, 2007). The new Highway 1 became known as the Pacific Highway. 
Over the years, various parts of Highway 1 acquired alternative names, including the portion known as 
Pacific Highway S, which starts near Federal Way, Washington, and continues north, through Kent, Des 
Moines, and SeaTac, Washington (Kramak, 2010).
In 1926, Pacific Highway (HWY 1) was included as a numbered U.S. Highway (US 99) (U.S. Route 99, 2013). 
The following decades witnessed the rapid growth of businesses along the highway and the formation of a 
new auto-oriented roadside culture characterized by a proliferation of motels, restaurants, and rest stops 
(Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). Increased automobile ownership changed people’s perceptions 
about distance and allowed populations to sprawl around urban centers, increasing the number of 
residents in suburban towns and cities, including SeaTac, Des Moines, Kent, and Federal Way (Boyles, 
2010).
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At the intersection of South 224th Street and 30th Avenue South (22426 3oth Avenue South) is a larger, 
one and a half-story house with a steeply pitched, side gabled roof covered in composite shingles. The 
house, which is clad in horizontal wood siding, appears to have all replacement windows and doors. The 
front (west) elevation is defined by a covered porch with a shed roofed overhang supported by two round 
columns. South of the main entry is a large, fixed, single-light window. To the north of the front door is 
what appears to be a sash window, although heavy vegetation obscures the view from the public right-of-
way. Above the porch is a shed roofed dormer. A front gable addition extends from the east (rear) 
elevation of the house and contains a pedestrian door accessed by a small set of wood stairs. There are 
three, two-light, horizontal sliding windows on the east elevation. A large, detached, new-construction, 
two-car garage with a shed roof has been constructed behind the house, on the east side of the property. 
The house is surrounded by a wood and chain link fence.

Parcel 2500600300 contains a row of eight residential buildings that were constructed in 1938. The seven 
buildings with the addresses 2055-3025 South 224th Street are small nearly identical cabins, with 
concrete block foundations and rectangular plans set in a row behind 22426 30th Avenue South, which is 
a larger, rectangular plan house. The seven wood frame cabins in the rear of the property all have low 
pitch, side gabled roofs with shallow eave overhangs, covered in composite shingles. All of the visible 
windows have been replaced by contemporary, two-light horizontal sliding windows and all of the front 
doors have also been replaced by modern designs. The front elevation of the seven cabins is the north 
elevation, which contains the front door, accessed by a small concrete step and flanked on either side by 
either one or two windows. The seven cabins contain one small window on the south end of the east 
elevations and no windows on the west elevations. The houses at 3025 and 3055 South 224th Street are 
slightly longer, which allows for an extra window on the west side of the front door, for a total of three 
windows on the facade. The remaining five houses only have two windows on the front elevation (one on 
each side of the front door). 3055 South 224th Street is clad in asbestos shingle siding that is likely original 
to the property. The house has vertical T 1-11 siding placed under the peak of the side gables. The upper 
half of the exterior walls of 3049 South 224th Street are clad in vertical composite siding, while the 
bottom half are clad in asbestos shingle siding. The houses at 3035 and 3041 South 224th Street are both 
clad in vertical wood siding. A concrete block accessory shed building with a side gabled roof covered in 
composite siding has been constructed in the front (north) yard of 3035 South 224th Street. The shed 
building has a pedestrian door on the north elevation, a small sash window on the east elevation, and a 
two-light horizontal sliding window on the west elevation. The exterior walls of the shed are painted 
concrete block. 3045, 3029, and 3025 South 224th Street are clad in two types of siding: the upper halves 
of the exterior walls are clad in vertical composite siding, while the bottom halves are clad in wood 
clapboard. Each property contains a small front yard and a short driveway.
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Description

Narrative

Historic Use: Domestic - Single Family House Current Use: Domestic - Single Family House

Plan: Rectangle Stories: 1 Structural System: Platform Frame

Changes to Plan: Extensive Changes to Interior: Extensive

Changes to Original Cladding: Extensive Changes to Windows: Extensive

Changes to Other: Extensive

Other (specify): Front entry moved. Carport enclosed and converted into an attached garage. Garage was later converted into 
interior living space.

Style:

Form/Type:

Cladding:

Foundation:

Roof Type: Roof Material:

Architecture/Landscape Architecture
Study Unit Other

Date of Construction:

Architect:

Engineer:

Property appears to meet criteria for the National Register of Historic Places:No

Property is located in a potential historic district (National and/or local): No

Property potentially contributes to a historic district (National and/or local): No

Builder:

VeneerVernacular Gable Asphalt / Composition - 
Shingle

Concrete - Poured Single Family

1961 Addition

1943 Built Date

Construction of the original Highway 1 in the state of Washington commenced in 1913. By October 1923, 
700 miles of a two-lane highway had been completed connecting Vancouver, British Columbia, to the 
Oregon-California border. Just after the highway was completed in 1924, however, plans were begun to 
reroute and improve the conditions of the highway. The project involved creating a new, wider, four-lane 
route further west that would connect Seattle and Tacoma, Washington, more directly (Kramak, 2010). 
The new roadway was completed in 1928 and acquired the title of Highway 1, while the original eastern 
route was renamed Highway 5 (Caster, 2007). The new Highway 1 became known as the Pacific Highway. 
Over the years, various parts of Highway 1 acquired alternative names, including the portion known as 
Pacific Highway S, which starts near Federal Way, Washington, and continues north, through Kent, Des 
Moines, and SeaTac, Washington (Kramak, 2010).

Statement of 
Significance:
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The property at 3025 South 225th Street in Des Moines, Washington, which is a residential building 
constructed in 1943, is not eligible for listing in the NRHP. The property is not eligible for the NRHP under 
Criterion A, which applies to buildings that are associated with events that have made a significant 
contribution to the broad patterns of history, as no significant events are associated with this property. To 
be eligible for the NRHP under Criterion B, a property must be directly associated with a person 
considered significant within a historic context whose specific contribution to history has been both 
identified and documented. No such person who meets that definition is linked to this building. The 
property is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion C as it is a typical early to mid-twentieth century 
residential building and does not embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of 
construction; it is not the work of a master and does not possess high artistic value. The property is not 
eligible for the NRHP under Criterion D for information potential because the materials and construction 
methods of the buildings do not convey important information that could contribute to understanding 
history or prehistory. Therefore, the property is not eligible for listing in the NRHP because it does not 
meet any of the eligibility criteria. The building has been altered several times, including several large 
additions, the replacement of original siding, doors and windows, and the conversion of a carport first 
into a garage, and later into interior living space. As a result, the property has lost integrity of materials, 
design, and workmanship. The building retains integrity of setting, location, feeling and association.

The city of Des Moines is located approximately halfway between Seattle and Tacoma, on the eastern side 
of Puget Sound (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). The town started as a logging community and as a 
real estate venture of F. A. Blasher, who moved from Des Moines, Iowa, to King County in 1888 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007; Lange, 1998). After World War I, Des Moines’ popularity rose when the 
town expanded its dock and ferry service, attracting increased numbers of summer vacationers. The 
population grew quickly after World War II and Des Moines was incorporated as a city in 1959 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007). While some buildings in Des Moines date to the 1920s and 1930s, many 
commercial and residential buildings were constructed during a period of suburban development in the 
1950s and 1960s. On January 31, 1967, Interstate 5 (I-5), which passed through Des Moines on the route 
from Everett to Tacoma, Washington, was completed and established another transportation route, in 
addition to Pacific Highway S (SR 99), for commuters in the area (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007).

In 1926, Pacific Highway (HWY 1) was included as a numbered U.S. Highway (US 99) (U.S. Route 99, 2013). 
The following decades witnessed the rapid growth of businesses along the highway and the formation of a 
new auto-oriented roadside culture characterized by a proliferation of motels, restaurants, and rest stops 
(Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). Increased automobile ownership changed people’s perceptions 
about distance and allowed populations to sprawl around urban centers, increasing the number of 
residents in suburban towns and cities, including SeaTac, Des Moines, Kent, and Federal Way (Boyles, 
2010).
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3025 South 225th Street is a one-story, residential, vernacular style building that was built in 1943. The 
visible windows and doors are contemporary replacements and the wood frame house is clad in vertical 
composite siding. The house, which sits on a concrete slab foundation, has an essentially rectangular plan 
with three distinct sections that are each covered in a composite shingle gable roof. The northwest 
section of the house is the original section and has a more steeply pitched gabled roof than the other 
sections. Another rectangular section extends from the southeast corner of the original section of the 
house and contains a recessed porch area under the north end of its gabled roof. The porch is accessed by 
three wood steps and has a metal railing. South of the main entrance is a pair of sliding glass doors. North 
of the entrance, on the west elevation of the original building, are two replacement two-light horizontal 
sliding windows. Another addition that extends from the east elevation of the original section of the 
house is currently under construction. The east addition is covered by a gabled roof that is perpendicular 
to the original building and the south addition. This addition is barely visible from the public right-of-way. 
Originally, the house had a simple rectangular plan with a small gabled protrusion on the south elevation. 
The main entrance to the house was originally located on the west elevation. Attached to the south 
elevation of the small gabled protrusion was a flat roofed carport supported by simple pillars. After 1961, 
the carport was enclosed to form an interior garage and a gable roof was added that extended south from 
the south elevation of the main house. A retractable metal door was positioned on the south end of the 
garage’s west elevation. At this time, the porch was constructed under the north end of the new gabled 
roof, in the space between the main house and the garage. The main entry was relocated to its current 
location on the porch. More recently, the retractable garage door has been replaced by the sliding glass 
doors. The house is located off of the main road and is reached by a long gravel driveway. Heavy 
vegetation surrounds the building.

Description of 
Physical 
Appearance:
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Description

Narrative

Historic Use: Domestic - Single Family House Current Use: Domestic - Single Family House

Plan: Rectangle Stories: 1 Structural System: Platform Frame

Changes to Plan: Intact Changes to Interior: Unknown

Changes to Original Cladding: Extensive Changes to Windows: Extensive

Changes to Other:

Other (specify):

Style:

Form/Type:

Cladding:

Foundation:

Roof Type: Roof Material:

Architecture/Landscape Architecture
Study Unit Other

Date of Construction:

Architect:

Engineer:

Property appears to meet criteria for the National Register of Historic Places:No

Property is located in a potential historic district (National and/or local): No

Property potentially contributes to a historic district (National and/or local): No

Builder:
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The city of Des Moines is located approximately halfway between Seattle and Tacoma, on the eastern side 
of Puget Sound (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). The town started as a logging community and as a 
real estate venture of F. A. Blasher, who moved from Des Moines, Iowa, to King County in 1888 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007; Lange, 1998). After World War I, Des Moines’ popularity rose when the 
town expanded its dock and ferry service, attracting increased numbers of summer vacationers. The 
population grew quickly after World War II and Des Moines was incorporated as a city in 1959 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007). While some buildings in Des Moines date to the 1920s and 1930s, many 
commercial and residential buildings were constructed during a period of suburban development in the 
1950s and 1960s. On January 31, 1967, Interstate 5 (I-5), which passed through Des Moines on the route 
from Everett to Tacoma, Washington, was completed and established another transportation route, in 
addition to Pacific Highway S (SR 99), for commuters in the area (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007).
The property at 22610 30th Avenue South in Des Moines, Washington, which is a residential building 
constructed in 1948, is not eligible for listing in the NRHP. The property is not eligible for the NRHP under 
Criterion A, which applies to buildings that are associated with events that have made a significant 
contribution to the broad patterns of history, as no significant events are associated with this property. To 
be eligible for the NRHP under Criterion B, a property must be directly associated with a person 
considered significant within a historic context whose specific contribution to history has been both 
identified and documented. No such person who meets that definition is linked to this building. The 
property is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion C as it is a typical early to mid-twentieth century 
residential building and does not embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of 
construction; it is not the work of a master and does not possess high artistic value. The property is not 
eligible for the NRHP under Criterion D for information potential because the materials and construction 
methods of the buildings do not convey important information that could contribute to understanding 
history or prehistory. Therefore, the property is not eligible for listing in the NRHP because it does not 
meet any of the eligibility criteria. The building has been altered several times, including the replacement 
of all original windows, doors, and siding. Additionally, contemporary treatments around several of the 
primary windows have drastically changed the appearance of the house. As a result, the property has lost 
integrity of materials, workmanship, and design. The building retains integrity of setting, location, feeling 
and association.

Construction of the original Highway 1 in the state of Washington commenced in 1913. By October 1923, 
700 miles of a two-lane highway had been completed connecting Vancouver, British Columbia, to the 
Oregon-California border. Just after the highway was completed in 1924, however, plans were begun to 
reroute and improve the conditions of the highway. The project involved creating a new, wider, four-lane 
route further west that would connect Seattle and Tacoma, Washington, more directly (Kramak, 2010). 
The new roadway was completed in 1928 and acquired the title of Highway 1, while the original eastern 
route was renamed Highway 5 (Caster, 2007). The new Highway 1 became known as the Pacific Highway. 
Over the years, various parts of Highway 1 acquired alternative names, including the portion known as 
Pacific Highway S, which starts near Federal Way, Washington, and continues north, through Kent, Des 
Moines, and SeaTac, Washington (Kramak, 2010).
In 1926, Pacific Highway (HWY 1) was included as a numbered U.S. Highway (US 99) (U.S. Route 99, 2013). 
The following decades witnessed the rapid growth of businesses along the highway and the formation of a 
new auto-oriented roadside culture characterized by a proliferation of motels, restaurants, and rest stops 
(Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). Increased automobile ownership changed people’s perceptions 
about distance and allowed populations to sprawl around urban centers, increasing the number of 
residents in suburban towns and cities, including SeaTac, Des Moines, Kent, and Federal Way (Boyles, 
2010).

Statement of 
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The building at 22610 30th Avenue South is a one-story residential building with a rectangular floor plan 
that was built in 1948. Constructed on a raised concrete slab foundation, the wood frame building is one 
and a half units deep and has a side gabled roof with a double pitch in the back which is clad in composite 
shingles. The windows are replacement, two-light, horizontal sliding windows. The house is clad in non-
original vertical wood siding and the foundation is clad in plywood. A small porch extends from the north 
end of the front (west) elevation and is covered by a front gable overhang clad in vertical wood siding and 
supported by two wood pillars. The porch and replacement paneled front door are reached by four wood 
steps. South of the front entrance are two windows. Each of the windows has been framed by thick 
aluminum strips that run across the top of the window and extend down on either side of the frame to 
ground level. The space under the windows and between the aluminum strips has been clad with two 
narrow columns of unpainted horizontal wood siding. The exterior window treatments are modern 
additions to the house. The north elevation contains a small louvered attic vent and three windows, two 
of which on the west side have modern exterior window treatments identical to those on the façade. The 
south elevation contains two windows and an attic vent. The double pitched roof over the rear (east) 
elevation extends into a shed overhang supported on narrow posts. A detached garage with a gabled roof, 
which was constructed in 1950, is located behind the house. The garage is also clad in non-original vertical 
wood siding and the west elevation contains a replacement pedestrian door, one replacement fixed, 
single-light window, and one wood frame window with several lights that may be original.

Description of 
Physical 
Appearance:



Historic Inventory Report

Tuesday, June 10, 2014 Page 5 of 5

2013
Southwest corner

Photos

Northwest corner
2013

West elevation
2013



Historic Inventory Report

Tuesday, June 10, 2014 Page 1 of 5

Identification

MaryNell Nolan-Wheatley

22606 30th Ave S

Survey Name: Date Recorded:

Field Recorder:

Owner's Name: GIANG LAN-XUAN

11/06/2013

City: Des Moines

Classification: Building

Resource Status: Comments:

State: WA Zip: 98198

Within a District? No

Contributing? No

National Register:

Local District:

National Register District/Thematic Nomination Name:

Owner Address:

Survey/Inventory

Eligibility Status:

Determination Date:

Determination Comments:

Not Determined - SHPO

1/1/0001

Sound Transit Federal Way

22606 30th Ave S, Des Moines, WA 98198

Location
Field Site No. DAHP No.

Historic Name:

Common Name: 22606 30th Ave S

2336-69

Property Address:

Comments:

King
County

T22R04E 16
Township/Range/EW Section 1/4 Sec 1/4 1/4 Sec

DES MOINES
Quadrangle

Tax No./Parcel No. 2500600311

Plat/Block/Lot

Acreage

Supplemental Map(s)

Coordinate Reference

Projection:

Datum:

Easting:

Northing:

HARN (feet)

Washington State Plane South

1196037

758346



Historic Inventory Report

Tuesday, June 10, 2014 Page 2 of 5

Description

Narrative

Historic Use: Domestic - Single Family House Current Use: Domestic - Single Family House

Plan: Irregular Stories: 1 Structural System: Platform Frame

Changes to Plan: Moderate Changes to Interior: Unknown

Changes to Original Cladding: Intact Changes to Windows: Extensive

Changes to Other:

Other (specify):

Style:

Form/Type:

Cladding:

Foundation:

Roof Type: Roof Material:

Architecture/Landscape Architecture
Study Unit Other

Date of Construction:

Architect:

Engineer:

Property appears to meet criteria for the National Register of Historic Places:No

Property is located in a potential historic district (National and/or local): No

Property potentially contributes to a historic district (National and/or local): No

Builder:

Veneer - BrickRanch Hip - Cross Hipped Asphalt / Composition - 
Shingle

Concrete - Poured Single Family

1955 Built Date



Historic Inventory Report

Tuesday, June 10, 2014 Page 3 of 5

The city of Des Moines is located approximately halfway between Seattle and Tacoma, on the eastern side 
of Puget Sound (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). The town started as a logging community and as a 
real estate venture of F. A. Blasher, who moved from Des Moines, Iowa, to King County in 1888 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007; Lange, 1998). After World War I, Des Moines’ popularity rose when the 
town expanded its dock and ferry service, attracting increased numbers of summer vacationers. The 
population grew quickly after World War II and Des Moines was incorporated as a city in 1959 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007). While some buildings in Des Moines date to the 1920s and 1930s, many 
commercial and residential buildings were constructed during a period of suburban development in the 
1950s and 1960s. On January 31, 1967, Interstate 5 (I-5), which passed through Des Moines on the route 
from Everett to Tacoma, Washington, was completed and established another transportation route, in 
addition to Pacific Highway S (SR 99), for commuters in the area (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007).
The property at 22606 30th Avenue South in Des Moines, Washington, which is a residential building 
constructed in 1955, is not eligible for listing in the NRHP. The property is not eligible for the NRHP under 
Criterion A, which applies to buildings that are associated with events that have made a significant 
contribution to the broad patterns of history, as no significant events are associated with this property. To 
be eligible for the NRHP under Criterion B, a property must be directly associated with a person 
considered significant within a historic context whose specific contribution to history has been both 
identified and documented. No such person who meets that definition is linked to this building. The 
property is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion C as it is a typical mid-twentieth century residential 
building and does not embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction; 
it is not the work of a master and does not possess high artistic value. The property is not eligible for the 
NRHP under Criterion D for information potential because the materials and construction methods of the 
buildings do not convey important information that could contribute to understanding history or 
prehistory. Therefore, the property is not eligible for listing in the NRHP because it does not meet any of 
the eligibility criteria. The building has been altered several times, including the replacement of most 
original windows and doors and a large east elevation addition. As a result, the property has lost integrity 
of materials and design. The building retains integrity of workmanship, setting, location, feeling and 
association.

Construction of the original Highway 1 in the state of Washington commenced in 1913. By October 1923, 
700 miles of a two-lane highway had been completed connecting Vancouver, British Columbia, to the 
Oregon-California border. Just after the highway was completed in 1924, however, plans were begun to 
reroute and improve the conditions of the highway. The project involved creating a new, wider, four-lane 
route further west that would connect Seattle and Tacoma, Washington, more directly (Kramak, 2010). 
The new roadway was completed in 1928 and acquired the title of Highway 1, while the original eastern 
route was renamed Highway 5 (Caster, 2007). The new Highway 1 became known as the Pacific Highway. 
Over the years, various parts of Highway 1 acquired alternative names, including the portion known as 
Pacific Highway S, which starts near Federal Way, Washington, and continues north, through Kent, Des 
Moines, and SeaTac, Washington (Kramak, 2010).
In 1926, Pacific Highway (HWY 1) was included as a numbered U.S. Highway (US 99) (U.S. Route 99, 2013). 
The following decades witnessed the rapid growth of businesses along the highway and the formation of a 
new auto-oriented roadside culture characterized by a proliferation of motels, restaurants, and rest stops 
(Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). Increased automobile ownership changed people’s perceptions 
about distance and allowed populations to sprawl around urban centers, increasing the number of 
residents in suburban towns and cities, including SeaTac, Des Moines, Kent, and Federal Way (Boyles, 
2010).
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22606 30th Avenue South is a one-story, residential, ranch style building with an irregular plan that was 
built in 1955. The house sits on a concrete slab foundation and most of the visible windows and doors are 
contemporary replacements. The wood frame house is clad in brick veneer and composite shingles cover 
the cross hipped roof, from which an interior, slope, concrete block chimney protrudes. The front (west) 
elevation is defined by three levels of façade. The first level of façade, which falls under the boxed eave of 
the primary roof, contains a replacement front door and a large, fixed, single-light picture window that 
wraps around the southwest corner of the house, which may be original. Protruding from the north side 
of this first portion of the façade, but still under the primary hipped roof, is another level of façade which 
contains a replacement, two-light, horizontal sliding window. The third level of façade protrudes from the 
north end of the west elevation and is topped by a hipped roof that crosses the primary roof. The west 
elevation of this larger protrusion also contains one, two-light, horizontal sliding window. Aerial images of 
the property indicate that a long addition extends from the northeast corner of the building. A flowerbed 
enclosed in a small brick wall with large bushes runs along the west elevation. The property includes a 
slightly raised front yard with bricks defining its perimeter, a gravel driveway, and a back yard enclosed by 
a tall wood fence. The pyramidal roof of a large accessory building in the rear of the property is barely 
visible from the public right-of-way.
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The city of Des Moines is located approximately halfway between Seattle and Tacoma, on the eastern side 
of Puget Sound (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). The town started as a logging community and as a 
real estate venture of F. A. Blasher, who moved from Des Moines, Iowa, to King County in 1888 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007; Lange, 1998). After World War I, Des Moines’ popularity rose when the 
town expanded its dock and ferry service, attracting increased numbers of summer vacationers. The 
population grew quickly after World War II and Des Moines was incorporated as a city in 1959 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007). While some buildings in Des Moines date to the 1920s and 1930s, many 
commercial and residential buildings were constructed during a period of suburban development in the 
1950s and 1960s. On January 31, 1967, Interstate 5 (I-5), which passed through Des Moines on the route 
from Everett to Tacoma, Washington, was completed and established another transportation route, in 
addition to Pacific Highway S (SR 99), for commuters in the area (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007).
The property at 22600 30th Avenue South in Des Moines, Washington, which contains two residential 
buildings—one constructed in 1946 and one constructed in the mid-1950s—is not eligible for listing in the 
NRHP. The property is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion A, which applies to buildings that are 
associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of history, as no 
significant events are associated with this property. To be eligible for the NRHP under Criterion B, a 
property must be directly associated with a person considered significant within a historic context whose 
specific contribution to history has been both identified and documented. No such person who meets that 
definition is linked to these buildings. The property is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion C as they 
are typical early to mid-twentieth century residential buildings and do not embody the distinctive 
characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction; they are not the work of a master and do not 
possess high artistic value. The property is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion D for information 
potential because the materials and construction methods of the buildings do not convey important 
information that could contribute to understanding history or prehistory. Therefore, the property is not 
eligible for listing in the NRHP because it does not meet any of the eligibility criteria. Both buildings have 
been altered several times, including the replacement of original doors and windows. As a result, the 
property has lost integrity of materials and design. The buildings retain integrity of workmanship, setting, 
location, feeling and association.

Construction of the original Highway 1 in the state of Washington commenced in 1913. By October 1923, 
700 miles of a two-lane highway had been completed connecting Vancouver, British Columbia, to the 
Oregon-California border. Just after the highway was completed in 1924, however, plans were begun to 
reroute and improve the conditions of the highway. The project involved creating a new, wider, four-lane 
route further west that would connect Seattle and Tacoma, Washington, more directly (Kramak, 2010). 
The new roadway was completed in 1928 and acquired the title of Highway 1, while the original eastern 
route was renamed Highway 5 (Caster, 2007). The new Highway 1 became known as the Pacific Highway. 
Over the years, various parts of Highway 1 acquired alternative names, including the portion known as 
Pacific Highway S, which starts near Federal Way, Washington, and continues north, through Kent, Des 
Moines, and SeaTac, Washington (Kramak, 2010).
In 1926, Pacific Highway (HWY 1) was included as a numbered U.S. Highway (US 99) (U.S. Route 99, 2013). 
The following decades witnessed the rapid growth of businesses along the highway and the formation of a 
new auto-oriented roadside culture characterized by a proliferation of motels, restaurants, and rest stops 
(Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). Increased automobile ownership changed people’s perceptions 
about distance and allowed populations to sprawl around urban centers, increasing the number of 
residents in suburban towns and cities, including SeaTac, Des Moines, Kent, and Federal Way (Boyles, 
2010).
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The ranch style house on the front side of the property has a rectangular plan and a cross gabled roof 
covered in rolled roofing material. The upper half of the exterior walls of the wood frame house are clad 
in vertical composite siding and the lower half of the walls are clad in wood clapboard. A replacement, 
wood paneled front door and a large, replacement, fixed, single-light window placed over two, narrow 
horizontal sliders, are positioned on the south end of the front (west) elevation under a front gable that 
crosses the house’s primary side gable. A small wood porch with a wood hand railing has been added to 
the front elevation in front of the main door. North of the front door are two, two-light, horizontal sliding 
windows. On the north end of the west elevation is an interior garage with a metal retractable door on 
the west elevation. There are no windows on the north elevation of the house. A large, exterior brick 
chimney defines the south elevation. A small window covered by a metal security grate is located just east 
of the chimney. The property includes a gravel driveway and a front yard area that is surrounded by a 
wood fence.

22600 30th Avenue South contains two, one-story residential buildings with rectangular floor plans 
constructed on concrete foundations. The building in the rear (east side) of the property, which is not 
visible from the public right-of-way, was constructed in 1946. Located in the front of the property, and the 
only building visible from the street, is a one-story, residential, ranch style building with a rectangular plan 
that was built in the mid-1950s. According to photos on the King County Assessor’s website, the 1946, 
wood frame building in the back of the property has a side gabled roof covered in composite shingles and 
is one and half units deep. The windows on the west and south elevations are replacement, one-over-one 
sash windows and the building is clad in horizontal wood siding. The raised concrete foundation is clad in 
vertical composite siding. A small porch extends from the front (west) elevation and is covered by a front 
gabled overhang supported by two wood pillars. The front entrance is flanked on each side by a window. 
The south elevation contains two replacement sash windows and a small louvered attic vent. Two small 
additions protrude from the rear (east) elevation of the building. The first has a lower height front gabled 
roof that runs perpendicularly to the primary roof and contains one small sash window on the south 
elevation. Attached to the east elevation of this addition is a smaller, shed roof addition that contains a 
replacement door flanked by two, three-light windows with horizontal wood muntins on its east elevation 
that are likely original to the property.
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The city of Des Moines is located approximately halfway between Seattle and Tacoma, on the eastern side 
of Puget Sound (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). The town started as a logging community and as a 
real estate venture of F. A. Blasher, who moved from Des Moines, Iowa, to King County in 1888 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007; Lange, 1998). After World War I, Des Moines’ popularity rose when the 
town expanded its dock and ferry service, attracting increased numbers of summer vacationers. The 
population grew quickly after World War II and Des Moines was incorporated as a city in 1959 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007). While some buildings in Des Moines date to the 1920s and 1930s, many 
commercial and residential buildings were constructed during a period of suburban development in the 
1950s and 1960s. On January 31, 1967, Interstate 5 (I-5), which passed through Des Moines on the route 
from Everett to Tacoma, Washington, was completed and established another transportation route, in 
addition to Pacific Highway S (SR 99), for commuters in the area (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007).
The property at 22624 30th Avenue South in Des Moines, Washington, which is a residential property 
built in 1954, is not eligible for listing in the NRHP. The property is not eligible for the NRHP under 
Criterion A, which applies to buildings that are associated with events that have made a significant 
contribution to the broad patterns of history, as no significant events are associated with this property. To 
be eligible for the NRHP under Criterion B, a property must be directly associated with a person 
considered significant within a historic context whose specific contribution to history has been both 
identified and documented. No such person who meets that definition is linked to this building. The 
property is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion C as it is a typical residential building from the mid-
twentieth century and does not embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of 
construction; it is not the work of a master and does not possess high artistic value. The property is not 
eligible for the NRHP under Criterion D for information potential because the materials and construction 
methods of the building do not convey important information that could contribute to understanding 
history or prehistory. Therefore, the property is not eligible for listing in the NRHP because it does not 
meet any of the eligibility criteria. In addition the building is altered including changes to the size and style 
of window openings, the replacement of original doors and siding, and several additions. As a result, the 
property has lost integrity of materials, design, and workmanship. The building retains integrity of feeling, 
setting, location, and association.

Construction of the original Highway 1 in the state of Washington commenced in 1913. By October 1923, 
700 miles of a two-lane highway had been completed connecting Vancouver, British Columbia, to the 
Oregon-California border. Just after the highway was completed in 1924, however, plans were begun to 
reroute and improve the conditions of the highway. The project involved creating a new, wider, four-lane 
route further west that would connect Seattle and Tacoma, Washington, more directly (Kramak, 2010). 
The new roadway was completed in 1928 and acquired the title of Highway 1, while the original eastern 
route was renamed Highway 5 (Caster, 2007). The new Highway 1 became known as the Pacific Highway. 
Over the years, various parts of Highway 1 acquired alternative names, including the portion known as 
Pacific Highway S, which starts near Federal Way, Washington, and continues north, through Kent, Des 
Moines, and SeaTac, Washington (Kramak, 2010).
In 1926, Pacific Highway (HWY 1) was included as a numbered U.S. Highway (US 99) (U.S. Route 99, 2013). 
The following decades witnessed the rapid growth of businesses along the highway and the formation of a 
new auto-oriented roadside culture characterized by a proliferation of motels, restaurants, and rest stops 
(Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). Increased automobile ownership changed people’s perceptions 
about distance and allowed populations to sprawl around urban centers, increasing the number of 
residents in suburban towns and cities, including SeaTac, Des Moines, Kent, and Federal Way (Boyles, 
2010).
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22624 30th Avenue South is a one-story, wood frame, ranch style, residential building with an irregular 
plan constructed in 1954. The building, which sits on a concrete slab foundation, is topped by a cross 
gabled roof with deep open eaves covered in rolled roofing material. An internal slope brick chimney 
protrudes from the center of the roof. All of the visible windows are contemporary replacements and the 
residence’s exterior walls are clad non-original horizontal composite siding. The size of most of the visible 
windows have also been altered. A replacement front door, which is protected by a metal and glass storm 
door, is located in the center of the front (west) elevation. A flat roof overhang extends from the eaves of 
the primary side gabled roof to cover the small porch in front of the main entrance. The overhang is 
supported by two simple wood posts and an open framework wood railing wraps around the perimeter of 
the concrete porch. North of the main entrance there is a large, two-light horizontal sliding window 
flanked on either side by a single-light, rectangular window. A large, three-light horizontal sliding window 
is located south of the front door on the façade. A rectangular plan addition that was constructed at an 
unknown date projects from the south end of the rear (east) elevation and is covered by a front gabled 
roof that crosses the primary side gabled roof. Four, identical, two-light horizontal sliding windows are 
located on the south elevation. A pedestrian door with a metal and glass storm door is located in the 
center of the north elevation and is shaded by a large, non-original overhang with a front gabled roof 
covered in rolled roofing material. The front of the overhang is supported by two, rectangular, wood 
columns that rest on large rectangular posts clad in horizontal composite siding. East of the side entrance 
on the north elevation is a two-light horizontal sliding window. A detached, 720-square foot, two-car 
garage was constructed on the northwest corner of the property at the end of a gravel driveway circa 
2005. The garage is clad in vertical vinyl siding and has a front gabled roof with gable ends clad in 
horizontal composite siding. Two vehicle bays with retractable metal doors are located on the garage’s 
front (west) elevation. The residence is mostly surrounded by grass and includes a large front yard.
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The city of Des Moines is located approximately halfway between Seattle and Tacoma, on the eastern side 
of Puget Sound (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). The town started as a logging community and as a 
real estate venture of F. A. Blasher, who moved from Des Moines, Iowa, to King County in 1888 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007; Lange, 1998). After World War I, Des Moines’ popularity rose when the 
town expanded its dock and ferry service, attracting increased numbers of summer vacationers. The 
population grew quickly after World War II and Des Moines was incorporated as a city in 1959 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007). While some buildings in Des Moines date to the 1920s and 1930s, many 
commercial and residential buildings were constructed during a period of suburban development in the 
1950s and 1960s. On January 31, 1967, Interstate 5 (I-5), which passed through Des Moines on the route 
from Everett to Tacoma, Washington, was completed and established another transportation route, in 
addition to Pacific Highway S (SR 99), for commuters in the area (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007).
The property at 22706 30th Avenue South in Des Moines, Washington, which contains two residential 
buildings constructed in 1960, is not eligible for listing in the NRHP. The property is not eligible for the 
NRHP under Criterion A, which applies to buildings that are associated with events that have made a 
significant contribution to the broad patterns of history, as no significant events are associated with this 
property. To be eligible for the NRHP under Criterion B, a property must be directly associated with a 
person considered significant within a historic context whose specific contribution to history has been 
both identified and documented. No such person who meets that definition is linked to these buildings. 
The property is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion C as they are typical mid-twentieth century 
residential buildings and do not embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of 
construction; they are not the work of a master and do not possess high artistic value. The property is not 
eligible for the NRHP under Criterion D for information potential because the materials and construction 
methods of the buildings do not convey important information that could contribute to understanding 
history or prehistory. Therefore, the property is not eligible for listing in the NRHP because it does not 
meet any of the eligibility criteria. Both buildings have been heavily altered, including the replacement of 
original doors, windows, and siding. The building in the rear of the property has a large second floor 
addition. As a result, the property has lost integrity of materials, design and workmanship. The buildings 
retain integrity of setting, location, feeling and association.

Construction of the original Highway 1 in the state of Washington commenced in 1913. By October 1923, 
700 miles of a two-lane highway had been completed connecting Vancouver, British Columbia, to the 
Oregon-California border. Just after the highway was completed in 1924, however, plans were begun to 
reroute and improve the conditions of the highway. The project involved creating a new, wider, four-lane 
route further west that would connect Seattle and Tacoma, Washington, more directly (Kramak, 2010). 
The new roadway was completed in 1928 and acquired the title of Highway 1, while the original eastern 
route was renamed Highway 5 (Caster, 2007). The new Highway 1 became known as the Pacific Highway. 
Over the years, various parts of Highway 1 acquired alternative names, including the portion known as 
Pacific Highway S, which starts near Federal Way, Washington, and continues north, through Kent, Des 
Moines, and SeaTac, Washington (Kramak, 2010).
In 1926, Pacific Highway (HWY 1) was included as a numbered U.S. Highway (US 99) (U.S. Route 99, 2013). 
The following decades witnessed the rapid growth of businesses along the highway and the formation of a 
new auto-oriented roadside culture characterized by a proliferation of motels, restaurants, and rest stops 
(Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). Increased automobile ownership changed people’s perceptions 
about distance and allowed populations to sprawl around urban centers, increasing the number of 
residents in suburban towns and cities, including SeaTac, Des Moines, Kent, and Federal Way (Boyles, 
2010).
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Northeast of the front property is a two-story, wood frame, residential building with a butterfly roof 
covered in rolled roofing material. Originally, the house was a one-story cottage with a side gabled roof 
and exposed rafter tails, similar to the adjacent house. At some point, the gabled roof was removed and a 
modern second floor was added. The square footage of the second floor addition is slightly larger than the 
original building, creating shallow overhangs where the top of the ground floor meets the second floor. 
Currently, the ground floor is clad in vertical wood siding and the second floor is clad in horizontal wood 
clapboard. The house is difficult to see from the public right-of-way due to heavy vegetation, but most of 
the visible windows appear to be contemporary replacements. A replacement plywood pedestrian door is 
visible on the ground floor of the west elevation. A large balcony extends from the second floor of the 
west elevation and is supported by wood pillars. Overlooking the balcony on the west elevation is a row of 
three large, fixed, single-light windows topped by a row of three narrow, horizontally oriented, fixed, 
single-light windows. South of the deck, positioned just under the eave overhang are four, small square, 
fixed, single-light windows. The north and south elevations contain several, replacement, horizontal 
sliding windows. Under the angle of the inverted gabled on the south and north elevations are fixed, 
single-light, irregularly shaped quadrilateral windows. The two houses on the property are surrounded by 
gravel and some grass.

The building at 22706 30th Avenue South contains two, residential structures with rectangular floor plans 
constructed on concrete foundations in 1960. The building closest to the main road (on the west side of 
the property) is a one-story dwelling with a side gabled roof covered in composite shingles. Two exposed 
rafter tails are visible under the north and south gables. The wood frame house is clad in non-original 
horizontal composite siding and has replacement doors and windows. The replacement front door is 
positioned just south of the center of the front (west) elevation. A wood deck painted blue has been 
added to the west elevation in front of the main entrance. North of the main entrance are two identical 
window openings, with a fixed, single-light window flanked by horizontal sliders. South of the front door 
are a row of three large, replacement, fixed, single-light windows. The windows on the front of the house 
are placed high on the façade, just under the point where the eave overhang meets the exterior wall. The 
south elevation contains two, fixed, single-light windows. There are no windows on the north elevation.
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The city of Des Moines is located approximately halfway between Seattle and Tacoma, on the eastern side 
of Puget Sound (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). The town started as a logging community and as a 
real estate venture of F. A. Blasher, who moved from Des Moines, Iowa, to King County in 1888 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007; Lange, 1998). After World War I, Des Moines’ popularity rose when the 
town expanded its dock and ferry service, attracting increased numbers of summer vacationers. The 
population grew quickly after World War II and Des Moines was incorporated as a city in 1959 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007). While some buildings in Des Moines date to the 1920s and 1930s, many 
commercial and residential buildings were constructed during a period of suburban development in the 
1950s and 1960s. On January 31, 1967, Interstate 5 (I-5), which passed through Des Moines on the route 
from Everett to Tacoma, Washington, was completed and established another transportation route, in 
addition to Pacific Highway S (SR 99), for commuters in the area (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007).
The property at 3030 South 227th Street in Des Moines, Washington, which is a residential building 
constructed in 1963, is not eligible for listing in the NRHP. The property is not eligible for the NRHP under 
Criterion A, which applies to buildings that are associated with events that have made a significant 
contribution to the broad patterns of history, as no significant events are associated with this property. To 
be eligible for the NRHP under Criterion B, a property must be directly associated with a person 
considered significant within a historic context whose specific contribution to history has been both 
identified and documented. No such person who meets that definition is linked to this building. The 
property is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion C as it is a typical mid-twentieth century residential 
building and does not embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction; 
it is not the work of a master and does not possess high artistic value. The property is not eligible for the 
NRHP under Criterion D for information potential because the materials and construction methods of the 
buildings do not convey important information that could contribute to understanding history or 
prehistory. Therefore, the property is not eligible for listing in the NRHP because it does not meet any of 
the eligibility criteria. The building has been altered several times, including the replacement of all original 
windows and doors. Additionally, a large carport has been added to the south elevation. As a result, the 
property has lost integrity of materials, and design. The building retains integrity of workmanship, setting, 
location, feeling and association.

Construction of the original Highway 1 in the state of Washington commenced in 1913. By October 1923, 
700 miles of a two-lane highway had been completed connecting Vancouver, British Columbia, to the 
Oregon-California border. Just after the highway was completed in 1924, however, plans were begun to 
reroute and improve the conditions of the highway. The project involved creating a new, wider, four-lane 
route further west that would connect Seattle and Tacoma, Washington, more directly (Kramak, 2010). 
The new roadway was completed in 1928 and acquired the title of Highway 1, while the original eastern 
route was renamed Highway 5 (Caster, 2007). The new Highway 1 became known as the Pacific Highway. 
Over the years, various parts of Highway 1 acquired alternative names, including the portion known as 
Pacific Highway S, which starts near Federal Way, Washington, and continues north, through Kent, Des 
Moines, and SeaTac, Washington (Kramak, 2010).
In 1926, Pacific Highway (HWY 1) was included as a numbered U.S. Highway (US 99) (U.S. Route 99, 2013). 
The following decades witnessed the rapid growth of businesses along the highway and the formation of a 
new auto-oriented roadside culture characterized by a proliferation of motels, restaurants, and rest stops 
(Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). Increased automobile ownership changed people’s perceptions 
about distance and allowed populations to sprawl around urban centers, increasing the number of 
residents in suburban towns and cities, including SeaTac, Des Moines, Kent, and Federal Way (Boyles, 
2010).
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The structure at 3030 South 227th Street is a two-story residential building with a rectangular plan that 
was built in 1963. The house sits on a concrete slab foundation and the visible windows and doors are 
contemporary replacements. The wood frame house is clad in wood clapboard and a composite shingle 
covers the side gabled roof, from which an interior ridge brick chimney protrudes. The roof extends over 
the front (west) elevation and creates a deep eave overhang that is supported by five simple, tall wood 
posts. The replacement paneled front door with a glazed semicircle is protected by a screen door and 
located just north of center on the west elevation. North of the main entry, on the first floor is a large, 
two-light, horizontal sliding window. South of the main entry are two very narrow, horizontally 
orientated, two-light sliding windows. On the second floor of the west elevation are four windows: one 
small, two-light horizontal sliding window directly above the front door; two larger, two-light horizontal 
sliding windows on the north and south ends of the elevation; and a fixed, single-light window flanked by 
two single-light horizontal sliders.  A large, attached, flat roof, single carport extends from the south 
elevation. The roof of the carport serves as a second floor, exterior balcony with a wood railing that wraps 
around the edges of the flat roof. An exterior wood staircase on the south side of the carport allows 
access to the balcony from the driveway. In front of the house is a raised front lawn that is surrounded by 
a low concrete block wall. Concrete steps bisect the knee-height wall and lead to the front porch. The 
house is set off the main road and is accessed by a long gravel driveway.
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The city of Des Moines is located approximately halfway between Seattle and Tacoma, on the eastern side 
of Puget Sound (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). The town started as a logging community and as a 
real estate venture of F. A. Blasher, who moved from Des Moines, Iowa, to King County in 1888 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007; Lange, 1998). After World War I, Des Moines’ popularity rose when the 
town expanded its dock and ferry service, attracting increased numbers of summer vacationers. The 
population grew quickly after World War II and Des Moines was incorporated as a city in 1959 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007). While some buildings in Des Moines date to the 1920s and 1930s, many 
commercial and residential buildings were constructed during a period of suburban development in the 
1950s and 1960s. On January 31, 1967, Interstate 5 (I-5), which passed through Des Moines on the route 
from Everett to Tacoma, Washington, was completed and established another transportation route, in 
addition to Pacific Highway S (SR 99), for commuters in the area (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007).
The property at 3027 South 231st Street in Des Moines, Washington, which is a residential building 
constructed in 1958, is not eligible for listing in the NRHP. The property is not eligible for the NRHP under 
Criterion A, which applies to buildings that are associated with events that have made a significant 
contribution to the broad patterns of history, as no significant events are associated with this property. To 
be eligible for the NRHP under Criterion B, a property must be directly associated with a person 
considered significant within a historic context whose specific contribution to history has been both 
identified and documented. No such person who meets that definition is linked to this building. The 
property is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion C as it is a typical mid-twentieth century residential 
building and does not embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction; 
it is not the work of a master and does not possess high artistic value. The property is not eligible for the 
NRHP under Criterion D for information potential because the materials and construction methods of the 
buildings do not convey important information that could contribute to understanding history or 
prehistory. Therefore, the property is not eligible for listing in the NRHP because it does not meet any of 
the eligibility criteria. The building has been altered several times, including the replacement of all original 
windows and doors and the addition of a flat roofed east elevation garage. As a result, the property has 
lost integrity of materials and design. The building retains integrity of workmanship, setting, location, 
feeling and association.

Construction of the original Highway 1 in the state of Washington commenced in 1913. By October 1923, 
700 miles of a two-lane highway had been completed connecting Vancouver, British Columbia, to the 
Oregon-California border. Just after the highway was completed in 1924, however, plans were begun to 
reroute and improve the conditions of the highway. The project involved creating a new, wider, four-lane 
route further west that would connect Seattle and Tacoma, Washington, more directly (Kramak, 2010). 
The new roadway was completed in 1928 and acquired the title of Highway 1, while the original eastern 
route was renamed Highway 5 (Caster, 2007). The new Highway 1 became known as the Pacific Highway. 
Over the years, various parts of Highway 1 acquired alternative names, including the portion known as 
Pacific Highway S, which starts near Federal Way, Washington, and continues north, through Kent, Des 
Moines, and SeaTac, Washington (Kramak, 2010).
In 1926, Pacific Highway (HWY 1) was included as a numbered U.S. Highway (US 99) (U.S. Route 99, 2013). 
The following decades witnessed the rapid growth of businesses along the highway and the formation of a 
new auto-oriented roadside culture characterized by a proliferation of motels, restaurants, and rest stops 
(Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). Increased automobile ownership changed people’s perceptions 
about distance and allowed populations to sprawl around urban centers, increasing the number of 
residents in suburban towns and cities, including SeaTac, Des Moines, Kent, and Federal Way (Boyles, 
2010).
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3027 South 231st Street is a one-story residential ranch style building with a rectangular plan that was 
built in 1958. The house sits on a concrete slab foundation and the visible windows and doors are 
contemporary replacements. The upper halves of the exterior walls of the wood frame house are clad in 
vertical composite siding and the lower halves of the walls are clad in asbestos shingles.  A composite 
shingle covers the side gabled roof. An extended shed roofed overhang clad in composite shingles is 
attached to the west end of the front (north) elevation and is supported by three simple wood posts, 
shading the front replacement plywood door and creating a partial porch. The other defining feature of 
the north elevation is a large, exterior eave wall chimney that passes through the eave overhang and 
extends from the roof.  Between the front door and the chimney is a pair of replacement one-over-one 
sash windows with highly reflective glass. On the east end of the north elevation is a replacement, two-
light horizontal sliding window. Attached to the east elevation is an adjacent shed room unit clad in 
vertical composite siding and asbestos shingles that originally served as an attached garage. The original 
vehicle opening on the north elevation has been replaced with a two-light horizontal sliding window. A 
flat roofed attached garage with a retractable door on the north elevation has been added to the east 
elevation of the shed room. The property includes a short paved driveway and a small front yard 
surrounded by a chain link fence.
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The city of Des Moines is located approximately halfway between Seattle and Tacoma, on the eastern side 
of Puget Sound (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). The town started as a logging community and as a 
real estate venture of F. A. Blasher, who moved from Des Moines, Iowa, to King County in 1888 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007; Lange, 1998). After World War I, Des Moines’ popularity rose when the 
town expanded its dock and ferry service, attracting increased numbers of summer vacationers. The 
population grew quickly after World War II and Des Moines was incorporated as a city in 1959 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007). While some buildings in Des Moines date to the 1920s and 1930s, many 
commercial and residential buildings were constructed during a period of suburban development in the 
1950s and 1960s. On January 31, 1967, Interstate 5 (I-5), which passed through Des Moines on the route 
from Everett to Tacoma, Washington, was completed and established another transportation route, in 
addition to Pacific Highway S (SR 99), for commuters in the area (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007).
The property at 3026 South 231st Street in Des Moines, Washington, which is a residential building and a 
detached garage constructed in 1950, is not eligible for listing in the NRHP. The property is not eligible for 
the NRHP under Criterion A, which applies to buildings that are associated with events that have made a 
significant contribution to the broad patterns of history, as no significant events are associated with this 
property. To be eligible for the NRHP under Criterion B, a property must be directly associated with a 
person considered significant within a historic context whose specific contribution to history has been 
both identified and documented. No such person who meets that definition is linked to this building. The 
property is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion C as it is a typical mid-twentieth century residential 
building and does not embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction; 
it is not the work of a master and does not possess high artistic value. The property is not eligible for the 
NRHP under Criterion D for information potential because the materials and construction methods of the 
buildings do not convey important information that could contribute to understanding history or 
prehistory. Therefore, the property is not eligible for listing in the NRHP because it does not meet any of 
the eligibility criteria. The building has been altered several times, including the replacement of all original 
windows and doors and some siding. Additionally, the sizes of several window openings on the front 
facade have been changed to accommodate replacement windows. As a result, the property has lost 
integrity of materials, and design. The building retains integrity of workmanship, setting, location, feeling 
and association.

Construction of the original Highway 1 in the state of Washington commenced in 1913. By October 1923, 
700 miles of a two-lane highway had been completed connecting Vancouver, British Columbia, to the 
Oregon-California border. Just after the highway was completed in 1924, however, plans were begun to 
reroute and improve the conditions of the highway. The project involved creating a new, wider, four-lane 
route further west that would connect Seattle and Tacoma, Washington, more directly (Kramak, 2010). 
The new roadway was completed in 1928 and acquired the title of Highway 1, while the original eastern 
route was renamed Highway 5 (Caster, 2007). The new Highway 1 became known as the Pacific Highway. 
Over the years, various parts of Highway 1 acquired alternative names, including the portion known as 
Pacific Highway S, which starts near Federal Way, Washington, and continues north, through Kent, Des 
Moines, and SeaTac, Washington (Kramak, 2010).
In 1926, Pacific Highway (HWY 1) was included as a numbered U.S. Highway (US 99) (U.S. Route 99, 2013). 
The following decades witnessed the rapid growth of businesses along the highway and the formation of a 
new auto-oriented roadside culture characterized by a proliferation of motels, restaurants, and rest stops 
(Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). Increased automobile ownership changed people’s perceptions 
about distance and allowed populations to sprawl around urban centers, increasing the number of 
residents in suburban towns and cities, including SeaTac, Des Moines, Kent, and Federal Way (Boyles, 
2010).
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3026 South 231st Street is a one-story residential building with an essentially rectangular plan that was 
built in 1950. Constructed on a raised concrete slab foundation, the wood frame building has a cross 
gabled roof clad in composite shingles. The windows are contemporary replacements. The house is clad in 
horizontal wood siding, the foundation is clad in vertical T 1-11, and the gable ends are clad in vertical 
vinyl siding. A small entrance wing extends from just west of the center of the front (south) elevation and 
is covered by a front gable that crosses the primary side gabled roof. The south elevation of the entrance 
wing contains a replacement glass and metal storm door, reached by six concrete steps with a metal hand 
railing. The outer storm door accesses a small vestibule area that contains the main front door. West of 
the front door is a replacement, two-light horizontal sliding window. An identical window is located on 
the west elevation of the entrance wing. Two very tall trees are planted on either side of the front steps. 
West of the front entrance wing is a replacement one-over-one sash window. East of the entrance is a 
pair of one-over-one sash windows. On the east end of the south elevation is a two-light horizontal sliding 
window. Originally, a larger window opening was located in this position. Currently, the outline of the first 
window opening is still visible, although it has been filled in by replacement horizontal wood siding. A 
small raised porch protrudes from the east elevation and is covered by a gabled overhang supported by 
two simple posts. The west elevation contains one pair of sash windows and one single sash window that 
are identical to those on the front elevation. Southeast of the house is a detached garage with a front 
gable roof covered in composite shingles. The garage is original to the property. The front (west) elevation 
of the garage is clad in vertical vinyl siding and contains a retractable metal door and a small fixed, 
replacement, single-light window. The property includes a small side yard.
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The city of Des Moines is located approximately halfway between Seattle and Tacoma, on the eastern side 
of Puget Sound (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). The town started as a logging community and as a 
real estate venture of F. A. Blasher, who moved from Des Moines, Iowa, to King County in 1888 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007; Lange, 1998). After World War I, Des Moines’ popularity rose when the 
town expanded its dock and ferry service, attracting increased numbers of summer vacationers. The 
population grew quickly after World War II and Des Moines was incorporated as a city in 1959 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007). While some buildings in Des Moines date to the 1920s and 1930s, many 
commercial and residential buildings were constructed during a period of suburban development in the 
1950s and 1960s. On January 31, 1967, Interstate 5 (I-5), which passed through Des Moines on the route 
from Everett to Tacoma, Washington, was completed and established another transportation route, in 
addition to Pacific Highway S (SR 99), for commuters in the area (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007).
The property at 23116 30th Avenue South in Des Moines, Washington, which is a residential building 
constructed in 1956, is not eligible for listing in the NRHP. The property is not eligible for the NRHP under 
Criterion A, which applies to buildings that are associated with events that have made a significant 
contribution to the broad patterns of history, as no significant events are associated with this property. To 
be eligible for the NRHP under Criterion B, a property must be directly associated with a person 
considered significant within a historic context whose specific contribution to history has been both 
identified and documented. No such person who meets that definition is linked to this building. The 
property is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion C as it is a typical mid-twentieth century residential 
building and does not embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction; 
it is not the work of a master and does not possess high artistic value. The property is not eligible for the 
NRHP under Criterion D for information potential because the materials and construction methods of the 
building do not convey important information that could contribute to understanding history or 
prehistory. Therefore, the property is not eligible for listing in the NRHP because it does not meet any of 
the eligibility criteria. The building has been altered several times, including the replacement of all original 
doors and windows, the enclosure of a carport on the south end of the house, and a large detached 
garage addition. As a result, the property has lost integrity of materials and design. The building retains 
integrity of workmanship, setting, location, feeling and association.

Construction of the original Highway 1 in the state of Washington commenced in 1913. By October 1923, 
700 miles of a two-lane highway had been completed connecting Vancouver, British Columbia, to the 
Oregon-California border. Just after the highway was completed in 1924, however, plans were begun to 
reroute and improve the conditions of the highway. The project involved creating a new, wider, four-lane 
route further west that would connect Seattle and Tacoma, Washington, more directly (Kramak, 2010). 
The new roadway was completed in 1928 and acquired the title of Highway 1, while the original eastern 
route was renamed Highway 5 (Caster, 2007). The new Highway 1 became known as the Pacific Highway. 
Over the years, various parts of Highway 1 acquired alternative names, including the portion known as 
Pacific Highway S, which starts near Federal Way, Washington, and continues north, through Kent, Des 
Moines, and SeaTac, Washington (Kramak, 2010).
In 1926, Pacific Highway (HWY 1) was included as a numbered U.S. Highway (US 99) (U.S. Route 99, 2013). 
The following decades witnessed the rapid growth of businesses along the highway and the formation of a 
new auto-oriented roadside culture characterized by a proliferation of motels, restaurants, and rest stops 
(Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). Increased automobile ownership changed people’s perceptions 
about distance and allowed populations to sprawl around urban centers, increasing the number of 
residents in suburban towns and cities, including SeaTac, Des Moines, Kent, and Federal Way (Boyles, 
2010).
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23116 30th Avenue South is a one-story, ranch style, residential building with a rectangular plan that was 
built in 1956. The house sits on a concrete slab foundation and the visible windows and doors are 
contemporary replacements. The house is primarily clad in non-original vertical composite siding, with 
most of the lower half of the front (west) elevation clad in the original brick veneer. A composite shingle 
covers the side gabled roof from which an interior slope concrete block chimney protrudes. The 
replacement front door, protected by a 12-light storm door, is located south of the center of the west 
elevation. The brick veneer begins north of the front door and is placed below three replacement 
windows: a fixed, 18-light window under a row of three small rectangular windows, two of which are 
horizontal sliders; and two, two-light horizontal sliders. Originally, the house had a carport that was 
covered by the south end of the primary roof. The southwest corner of the roof was supported by one 
plain pillar. The main entry was located on the south elevation of the main living space and was accessed 
through the carport. At some point, the carport was enclosed and converted to interior living space. The 
main entry was relocated to the west elevation and an 18-light window under three smaller horizontally 
oriented windows identical to the window on the north side of the current entry was installed on the 
south end of the façade.  In 1968, a 790-square foot detached garage addition was constructed on the 
property. The garage is not visible from the public right-of-way. The areas in front and on the side of the 
house are paved and used for parking.
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The city of Des Moines is located approximately halfway between Seattle and Tacoma, on the eastern side 
of Puget Sound (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). The town started as a logging community and as a 
real estate venture of F. A. Blasher, who moved from Des Moines, Iowa, to King County in 1888 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007; Lange, 1998). After World War I, Des Moines’ popularity rose when the 
town expanded its dock and ferry service, attracting increased numbers of summer vacationers. The 
population grew quickly after World War II and Des Moines was incorporated as a city in 1959 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007). While some buildings in Des Moines date to the 1920s and 1930s, many 
commercial and residential buildings were constructed during a period of suburban development in the 
1950s and 1960s. On January 31, 1967, Interstate 5 (I-5), which passed through Des Moines on the route 
from Everett to Tacoma, Washington, was completed and established another transportation route, in 
addition to Pacific Highway S (SR 99), for commuters in the area (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007).
The property at 23124 30th Avenue South in Des Moines, Washington, which is a residential building 
constructed in 1956, is not eligible for listing in the NRHP. The property is not eligible for the NRHP under 
Criterion A, which applies to buildings that are associated with events that have made a significant 
contribution to the broad patterns of history, as no significant events are associated with this property. To 
be eligible for the NRHP under Criterion B, a property must be directly associated with a person 
considered significant within a historic context whose specific contribution to history has been both 
identified and documented. No such person who meets that definition is linked to this building. The 
property is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion C as it is a typical mid-twentieth century residential 
building and does not embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction; 
it is not the work of a master and does not possess high artistic value. The property is not eligible for the 
NRHP under Criterion D for information potential because the materials and construction methods of the 
building do not convey important information that could contribute to understanding history or 
prehistory. Therefore, the property is not eligible for listing in the NRHP because it does not meet any of 
the eligibility criteria. The building has been altered several times, including the replacement of the 
original doors, windows, and roof, and an east elevation addition. As a result, the property has lost 
integrity of materials and design. The building retains integrity of workmanship, setting, location, feeling 
and association.

Construction of the original Highway 1 in the state of Washington commenced in 1913. By October 1923, 
700 miles of a two-lane highway had been completed connecting Vancouver, British Columbia, to the 
Oregon-California border. Just after the highway was completed in 1924, however, plans were begun to 
reroute and improve the conditions of the highway. The project involved creating a new, wider, four-lane 
route further west that would connect Seattle and Tacoma, Washington, more directly (Kramak, 2010). 
The new roadway was completed in 1928 and acquired the title of Highway 1, while the original eastern 
route was renamed Highway 5 (Caster, 2007). The new Highway 1 became known as the Pacific Highway. 
Over the years, various parts of Highway 1 acquired alternative names, including the portion known as 
Pacific Highway S, which starts near Federal Way, Washington, and continues north, through Kent, Des 
Moines, and SeaTac, Washington (Kramak, 2010).
In 1926, Pacific Highway (HWY 1) was included as a numbered U.S. Highway (US 99) (U.S. Route 99, 2013). 
The following decades witnessed the rapid growth of businesses along the highway and the formation of a 
new auto-oriented roadside culture characterized by a proliferation of motels, restaurants, and rest stops 
(Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). Increased automobile ownership changed people’s perceptions 
about distance and allowed populations to sprawl around urban centers, increasing the number of 
residents in suburban towns and cities, including SeaTac, Des Moines, Kent, and Federal Way (Boyles, 
2010).
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23124 30th Avenue South is a one-story, ranch style, residential building with an L-shaped plan that was 
built in 1956. The house sits on a concrete slab foundation and the visible windows and doors are 
contemporary replacements. The house is primarily clad in horizontal wood siding, with the lower half of 
the front (west) elevation clad in brick veneer painted white. A composite shingle roof covers the steeply 
pitched side gabled, non-original roof from which an interior slope brick chimney protrudes. The original 
roof had a much lower pitch. Currently, the large gable ends are clad in vertical T 1-11 siding. A carport is 
located under the south end of the primary roof. The south end of the roof is supported by seven wood 
posts, clad in corrugated plastic. The front door, which is protected by a modern storm door, is accessed 
under the carport, on the south elevation of the main living space. East of the front door on the south 
elevation is a replacement, two-light horizontal sliding window. On the west elevation, placed just above 
the brick veneer, are three replacement windows, including two, two-light horizontal sliding windows and 
one, fixed, single-light picture window. A dropped, front gabled roof addition extends from the south end 
of the east elevation (on the rear of the carport) and is barely visible from the public right-of-way due to a 
high wood fence that surrounds the property. The addition, which forms the bottom of the L shape, is 
clad in vertical composite siding. The property includes a small front and back yard and a paved driveway 
that leads into the carport.
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The city of Des Moines is located approximately halfway between Seattle and Tacoma, on the eastern side 
of Puget Sound (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). The town started as a logging community and as a 
real estate venture of F. A. Blasher, who moved from Des Moines, Iowa, to King County in 1888 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007; Lange, 1998). After World War I, Des Moines’ popularity rose when the 
town expanded its dock and ferry service, attracting increased numbers of summer vacationers. The 
population grew quickly after World War II and Des Moines was incorporated as a city in 1959 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007). While some buildings in Des Moines date to the 1920s and 1930s, many 
commercial and residential buildings were constructed during a period of suburban development in the 
1950s and 1960s. On January 31, 1967, Interstate 5 (I-5), which passed through Des Moines on the route 
from Everett to Tacoma, Washington, was completed and established another transportation route, in 
addition to Pacific Highway S (SR 99), for commuters in the area (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007).
The property at 23214 30th Avenue South in Des Moines, Washington, which is a residential building 
constructed in 1950, is not eligible for listing in the NRHP. The property is not eligible for the NRHP under 
Criterion A, which applies to buildings that are associated with events that have made a significant 
contribution to the broad patterns of history, as no significant events are associated with this property. To 
be eligible for the NRHP under Criterion B, a property must be directly associated with a person 
considered significant within a historic context whose specific contribution to history has been both 
identified and documented. No such person who meets that definition is linked to this building. The 
property is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion C as it is typical mid-twentieth century residential 
building and does not embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction; 
it is not the work of a master and does not possess high artistic value. The property is not eligible for the 
NRHP under Criterion D for information potential because the materials and construction methods of the 
building do not convey important information that could contribute to understanding history or 
prehistory. Therefore, the property is not eligible for listing in the NRHP because it does not meet any of 
the eligibility criteria. The building has been altered several times, including the replacement of all the 
original siding, windows, and doors. As a result, the property has lost integrity of materials and 
workmanship. The building retains integrity of design, setting, location, feeling and association.

Construction of the original Highway 1 in the state of Washington commenced in 1913. By October 1923, 
700 miles of a two-lane highway had been completed connecting Vancouver, British Columbia, to the 
Oregon-California border. Just after the highway was completed in 1924, however, plans were begun to 
reroute and improve the conditions of the highway. The project involved creating a new, wider, four-lane 
route further west that would connect Seattle and Tacoma, Washington, more directly (Kramak, 2010). 
The new roadway was completed in 1928 and acquired the title of Highway 1, while the original eastern 
route was renamed Highway 5 (Caster, 2007). The new Highway 1 became known as the Pacific Highway. 
Over the years, various parts of Highway 1 acquired alternative names, including the portion known as 
Pacific Highway S, which starts near Federal Way, Washington, and continues north, through Kent, Des 
Moines, and SeaTac, Washington (Kramak, 2010).
In 1926, Pacific Highway (HWY 1) was included as a numbered U.S. Highway (US 99) (U.S. Route 99, 2013). 
The following decades witnessed the rapid growth of businesses along the highway and the formation of a 
new auto-oriented roadside culture characterized by a proliferation of motels, restaurants, and rest stops 
(Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). Increased automobile ownership changed people’s perceptions 
about distance and allowed populations to sprawl around urban centers, increasing the number of 
residents in suburban towns and cities, including SeaTac, Des Moines, Kent, and Federal Way (Boyles, 
2010).
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23214 30th Avenue South is a one-story residential building with a square plan that was built in 1950. 
Constructed on a poured concrete foundation, the wood frame building has a built-up shed roof with a 
deep eave overhang and exposed rafters. The visible windows and doors are replacements. The building is 
clad in non-original horizontal vinyl siding. Built on land that changes grade, the house has a look-out 
basement that is accessible from the rear of the building but is not visible from the front (west) elevation. 
The replacement front door, protected by metal and glass storm door, is located in the center of the west 
elevation. Three concrete steps with a metal hand railing lead to the front entrance. South of the front 
door is a large, fixed light with a smaller horizontal sliding window. North of the front door is a two-light 
horizontal sliding window. The south elevation contains two, horizontal sliding windows, one of which is 
larger than the other. The north elevation is obscured by shrubbery. A large front lawn slopes down 
towards 30th Avenue South and is adjacent to a paved driveway that leads to the rear of the house.
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The city of Des Moines is located approximately halfway between Seattle and Tacoma, on the eastern side 
of Puget Sound (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). The town started as a logging community and as a 
real estate venture of F. A. Blasher, who moved from Des Moines, Iowa, to King County in 1888 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007; Lange, 1998). After World War I, Des Moines’ popularity rose when the 
town expanded its dock and ferry service, attracting increased numbers of summer vacationers. The 
population grew quickly after World War II and Des Moines was incorporated as a city in 1959 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007). While some buildings in Des Moines date to the 1920s and 1930s, many 
commercial and residential buildings were constructed during a period of suburban development in the 
1950s and 1960s. On January 31, 1967, Interstate 5 (I-5), which passed through Des Moines on the route 
from Everett to Tacoma, Washington, was completed and established another transportation route, in 
addition to Pacific Highway S (SR 99), for commuters in the area (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007).
The property at 23208 30th Avenue South in Des Moines, Washington, which is a residential building and 
an accessory outbuilding constructed in 1946, is not eligible for listing in the NRHP. The property is not 
eligible for the NRHP under Criterion A, which applies to buildings that are associated with events that 
have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of history, as no significant events are 
associated with this property. To be eligible for the NRHP under Criterion B, a property must be directly 
associated with a person considered significant within a historic context whose specific contribution to 
history has been both identified and documented. No such person who meets that definition is linked to 
these buildings. The property is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion C as they are typical early to mid
-twentieth century residential buildings and do not embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, 
period, or method of construction; they are not the work of a master and do not possess high artistic 
value. The property is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion D for information potential because the 
materials and construction methods of the buildings do not convey important information that could 
contribute to understanding history or prehistory. Therefore, the property is not eligible for listing in the 
NRHP because it does not meet any of the eligibility criteria. The building has been altered several times, 
including the replacement of all the original siding and windows. Several small shed roofed additions have 
been attached to the main building and the accessory building altering their floor plans. As a result, the 
property has lost integrity of materials, workmanship, and design. The building retains integrity of setting, 
location, feeling and association.

Construction of the original Highway 1 in the state of Washington commenced in 1913. By October 1923, 
700 miles of a two-lane highway had been completed connecting Vancouver, British Columbia, to the 
Oregon-California border. Just after the highway was completed in 1924, however, plans were begun to 
reroute and improve the conditions of the highway. The project involved creating a new, wider, four-lane 
route further west that would connect Seattle and Tacoma, Washington, more directly (Kramak, 2010). 
The new roadway was completed in 1928 and acquired the title of Highway 1, while the original eastern 
route was renamed Highway 5 (Caster, 2007). The new Highway 1 became known as the Pacific Highway. 
Over the years, various parts of Highway 1 acquired alternative names, including the portion known as 
Pacific Highway S, which starts near Federal Way, Washington, and continues north, through Kent, Des 
Moines, and SeaTac, Washington (Kramak, 2010).
In 1926, Pacific Highway (HWY 1) was included as a numbered U.S. Highway (US 99) (U.S. Route 99, 2013). 
The following decades witnessed the rapid growth of businesses along the highway and the formation of a 
new auto-oriented roadside culture characterized by a proliferation of motels, restaurants, and rest stops 
(Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). Increased automobile ownership changed people’s perceptions 
about distance and allowed populations to sprawl around urban centers, increasing the number of 
residents in suburban towns and cities, including SeaTac, Des Moines, Kent, and Federal Way (Boyles, 
2010).
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23208 30th Avenue South is a one-story residential building with a rectangular plan that was built in 1946. 
Constructed on a concrete slab foundation, the wood frame building has a front gabled roof clad in 
replacement composite shingles, from which an interior slope brick chimney protrudes. The visible 
windows are replacement, two-light, horizontal sliding windows. There are two such windows on the 
north elevation and two on the south elevation. The building is clad in non-original asbestos shingles. 
Small, dropped, shed roofed additions have been attached to the west, north, and east elevations. All of 
the roofs of the additions are covered in composite shingles. The full width addition on the front (west) 
elevation is clad in corrugated metal and contains a pedestrian door opening with a temporary plywood 
door that appears to serve as the main entrance. The door opening is shaded by a small shed roofed 
overhang. One replacement window is visible on the south elevation of the front addition. A very small 
shed with a pedestrian opening clad in vertical vinyl siding extends from the east side of the north 
elevation and appears to be used as storage space. Another full width shed roofed addition has been 
attached to the rear (east) elevation, although it is barely visible from the public right-of-way. The south 
elevation of the rear addition contains one window identical to the other replacements. Northeast of the 
main building is an accessory building that also appears to be currently used as a residence and has 
undergone several additions. The building, which is clad in vertical composite siding and some vinyl siding, 
has a side gabled roof covered in composite shingles with an extended secondary shed roof overhang 
addition on the north elevation. The front overhang is supported by four wood posts with knee braces 
that rest on an open framework porch railing. Aerial images indicate that two more, shed roofed additions 
have been attached to the accessory building’s east elevation. The property is surrounded by grass, 
gravel, and several other detached shed buildings, most of which are hidden by a high wood fence.
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Construction of the original Highway 1 in the state of Washington commenced in 1913. By October 1923, 
700 miles of a two-lane highway had been completed connecting Vancouver, British Columbia, to the 
Oregon-California border. Just after the highway was completed in 1924, however, plans were begun to 
reroute and improve the conditions of the highway. The project involved creating a new, wider, four-lane 
route further west that would connect Seattle and Tacoma, Washington, more directly (Kramak, 2010). 
The new roadway was completed in 1928 and acquired the title of Highway 1, while the original eastern 
route was renamed Highway 5 (Caster, 2007). The new Highway 1 became known as the Pacific Highway. 
Over the years, various parts of Highway 1 acquired alternative names, including the portion known as 
Pacific Highway S, which starts near Federal Way, Washington, and continues north, through Kent, Des 
Moines, and SeaTac, Washington (Kramak, 2010).
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The city of Des Moines is located approximately halfway between Seattle and Tacoma, on the eastern side 
of Puget Sound (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). The town started as a logging community and as a 
real estate venture of F. A. Blasher, who moved from Des Moines, Iowa, to King County in 1888 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007; Lange, 1998). After World War I, Des Moines’ popularity rose when the 
town expanded its dock and ferry service, attracting increased numbers of summer vacationers. The 
population grew quickly after World War II and Des Moines was incorporated as a city in 1959 (Des 
Moines Historical Society, 2007). While some buildings in Des Moines date to the 1920s and 1930s, many 
commercial and residential buildings were constructed during a period of suburban development in the 
1950s and 1960s. On January 31, 1967, Interstate 5 (I-5), which passed through Des Moines on the route 
from Everett to Tacoma, Washington, was completed and established another transportation route, in 
addition to Pacific Highway S (SR 99), for commuters in the area (Des Moines Historical Society, 2007).

In 1926, Pacific Highway (HWY 1) was included as a numbered U.S. Highway (US 99) (U.S. Route 99, 2013). 
The following decades witnessed the rapid growth of businesses along the highway and the formation of a 
new auto-oriented roadside culture characterized by a proliferation of motels, restaurants, and rest stops 
(Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). Increased automobile ownership changed people’s perceptions 
about distance and allowed populations to sprawl around urban centers, increasing the number of 
residents in suburban towns and cities, including SeaTac, Des Moines, Kent, and Federal Way (Boyles, 
2010).
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The property at 23226 30th Avenue South in Des Moines, Washington, which was constructed in 1963 
and is currently occupied by the King’s Arms Motel, is not eligible for listing in the NRHP. The property is 
not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion A, which applies to buildings that are associated with events that 
have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of history, as no significant events are 
associated with this property. To be eligible for the NRHP under Criterion B, a property must be directly 
associated with a person considered significant within a historic context whose specific contribution to 
history has been both identified and documented. No such person who meets that definition is linked to 
this building. While the King’s Arms Motel is an example of a mid-century modern roadside motel, it is not 
a significant example. In order to be eligible under Criterion C, a building must illustrate, through 
distinctive characteristics, the pattern of features associated with a particular class of resources, the 
individuality or variation of features that occurs within the class, the evolution of that class, or the 
transition between classes of resources. The King’s Arms Motel, however, does not possess sufficient 
distinctive characteristics to be considered an important representative of a particular type, period or 
method of construction. While certain materials on the buildings are representative of mid-century 
buildings, including stucco and vertical siding, the use of these materials is common among buildings 
constructed during the era and their use alone does not make the property significant. Currently, the 
character defining features of the property are the swimming pool, the front gabled zig-zag roof, and the 
large expanses of glass. Other defining design features of the building were conceived from a need to 
create a convenient and accessible rest stop for guests arriving by car, including the multiple entrance 
facades, exterior hallways, and off-street parking. From the public right-of-way, exterior hallways are only 
visible on the west elevation of the east building, although it is also likely that exterior hallways are 
located on the east elevation of the west building. While these design elements and some of the 
building’s materials are characteristic of mid-century modern buildings, it is not enough for a building to 
be a typical example of a 1960s roadside motel in order to meet the NRHP criteria: it must also be an 
important example within its historic context. The building’s design features, even when combined, do 
not distinguish the building as expressing the ideals or design concepts of mid-century modern roadside 
motels as well as other similar properties. The property’s prominent features create an aesthetic that is 
associated with a particular era, but the property is not an aesthetic ideal. The motel is not a noteworthy 
or significant example of mid-century modern design when considered within its particular historic 
context and when compared to other motels constructed during the same period. Therefore, the property 
is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion C as it does not embody the distinctive characteristics of a 
type, period, or method of construction; it is not the work of a master and does not possess high artistic 
value. The property is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion D for information potential because the 
materials and construction methods of the building do not convey important information that could 
contribute to understanding history or prehistory. Therefore, the property is not eligible for listing in the 
NRHP because it does not meet any of the eligibility criteria. Additionally, the building has undergone 
several alterations, including the replacement of many original doors and windows. As a result, the 
property has lost integrity of materials. The building retains integrity of design, workmanship, setting, 
location, feeling and association.
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23226 30th Avenue South is occupied by The King’s Arms Motel and was constructed in 1963. The 
property is composed of two parallel, wood frame buildings with rectangular plans, set on top of high 
grade land. The north end of the front (west) building is three stories and the south end is two stories. The 
two ends of the building are connected by a swimming pool area that is only visible in aerial images. The 
east building is two stories. The west elevations, which are the long facades that face the main parking lot 
along 30th Avenue S for both buildings, are clad in vertical composite siding and the ends of the building 
(north and south elevations) are clad in pebbled stucco with thin vertical strips of wood painted blue. 
Constructed on poured concrete foundations, each building is covered in a series of parallel gables that 
form deep eave overhangs over the west elevations, giving it a zig-zag appearance. Each motel unit is 
positioned under a gable peak. On the front building, the façade of each motel room unit contains a pair 
of sliding doors with fixed sidelights positioned adjacent to a large, fixed, single-light window. The glass 
doors open onto individual balconies that are laterally attached along each floor, but are separated by 
wall partitions. The second and third floor balconies have horizontal wood railings. Pedestrian doors 
access the ground level motel rooms. The motel’s main office is located on the ground floor just north of 
the swimming pool and is shaded by a blue, convex, canvas awning with the motel’s name printed in 
white. On the west (rear) elevation of the east building the motel rooms are accessed by pedestrian doors 
on the ground and second floor levels. The full width second floor balcony does not have partitions 
dividing each motel room balcony from the neighboring room. Rather, the balcony is utilized as an 
exterior hallway. Each pedestrian door is flanked by an aluminum, two-light horizontal sliding window and 
an aluminum three-light, horizontal sliding window with a fixed center light. These windows are very 
narrow and horizontally oriented under the eave overhang. The motel is surrounded by a large paved 
parking lot.
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Kent started as an agricultural community before evolving into an industrial center. Early settlers in the 
area enjoyed prime farming due to rich deposits of alluvium in the valley that had made the soil especially 
fertile. Kent experienced a period of financial success in the second half of the nineteenth century, and on 
May 28, 1890, Kent incorporated as a city. Still primarily an agricultural community, Kent suffered from a 
lack of manual laborers after World War II (Stein, 2001). In 1962, the completion of the Howard A. Hanson 
Dam stopped flooding in the area, which attracted developers and manufacturing companies to relocate 
to Kent, accelerating the decline of farming. Three years later, Boeing established the Boeing Aerospace 
Center there. Over the next few decades, warehouses, industrial plants, and eventually technology firms 
came to dominate the local economy (Stein, 2001). This change in industry attracted new residents to 
Kent during the 1950s through the 1970s, and it was during these decades that much of the existing built 
environment was constructed.
The property at 23418 30th Avenue South in Kent, Washington, which is a commercial auto service 
building constructed in 1950, is not eligible for listing in the NRHP. The property, which is occupied by A to 
B Auto Sales, is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion A, which applies to buildings that are associated 
with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of history, as no significant 
events are associated with this property. To be eligible for the NRHP under Criterion B, a property must be 
directly associated with a person considered significant within a historic context whose specific 
contribution to history has been both identified and documented. No such person who meets that 
definition is linked to this building. The property is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion C as it is a 
typical mid-twentieth century auto service building and does not embody the distinctive characteristics of 
a type, period, or method of construction; it is not the work of a master and does not possess high artistic 
value. The property is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion D for information potential because the 
materials and construction methods of the building do not convey important information that could 
contribute to understanding history or prehistory. Therefore, the property is not eligible for listing in the 
NRHP because it does not meet any of the eligibility criteria. In addition, the building has been altered 
several times and has lost some integrity of materials, although it retains integrity of design, 
workmanship, setting, location, feeling and association.

Construction of the original Highway 1 in the state of Washington commenced in 1913. By October 1923, 
700 miles of a two-lane highway had been completed connecting Vancouver, British Columbia, to the 
Oregon-California border. Just after the highway was completed in 1924, however, plans were begun to 
reroute and improve the conditions of the highway. The project involved creating a new, wider, four-lane 
route further west that would connect Seattle and Tacoma, Washington, more directly (Kramak, 2010). 
The new roadway was completed in 1928 and acquired the title of Highway 1, while the original eastern 
route was renamed Highway 5 (Caster, 2007). The new Highway 1 became known as the Pacific Highway. 
Over the years, various parts of Highway 1 acquired alternative names, including the portion known as 
Pacific Highway S, which starts near Federal Way, Washington, and continues north, through Kent, Des 
Moines, and SeaTac, Washington (Kramak, 2010).
In 1926, Pacific Highway (HWY 1) was included as a numbered U.S. Highway (US 99) (U.S. Route 99, 2013). 
The following decades witnessed the rapid growth of businesses along the highway and the formation of a 
new auto-oriented roadside culture characterized by a proliferation of motels, restaurants, and rest stops 
(Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). Increased automobile ownership changed people’s perceptions 
about distance and allowed populations to sprawl around urban centers, increasing the number of 
residents in suburban towns and cities, including SeaTac, Des Moines, Kent, and Federal Way (Boyles, 
2010).
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23418 30th Avenue South is a one-story, wood frame commercial auto service building with an essentially 
rectangular plan that was built in 1950. Constructed on a concrete slab foundation and currently occupied 
by A to B Auto Sales, the building is covered by two flat roofs with deep eaves of different heights. The 
service building’s office is located in the lower height section on the south side of the building while the 
vehicle maintenance area is located in the higher roof section on the north side. A small entrance area 
protrudes from the middle of the front (west) elevation and has exterior walls clad in stucco with 
permastone veneer below. The south elevation of the protrusion contains the main pedestrian entry and 
a large, fixed, single-light replacement window. The west elevation contains a two-light rectangular 
window. The section to the south of the entrance area has painted concrete block exterior walls. The 
edges of the window openings on this section are all smoothly curved, unlike those on the entrance 
protrusion, which have likely been altered.  An original four-light awning window flanked by two-light 
fixed windows is located on the west elevation, south of the main entrance. The south elevation contains 
three original window bays, each of which contains a one-over-one light awning window flanked by fixed, 
one-over-one light windows. The west elevation of the north section contains two large vehicle bays with 
retractable metal doors. The building is surrounded by pavement.

Description of 
Physical 
Appearance:



Historic Inventory Report

Friday, July 11, 2014 Page 5 of 5

2013
West elevation

Photos

Southwest corner, detail
2013

Southwest corner
2013



Historic Inventory Report

Friday, July 11, 2014 Page 1 of 5

Identification

MaryNell Nolan-Wheatley

23448 30TH AVE S

Survey Name: Date Recorded:

Field Recorder:

Owner's Name: GENERAL TRANSIMISSION

11/13/2013

City: Kent

Classification: Building

Resource Status: Comments:

State: WA Zip: 98032

Within a District? No

Contributing? No

National Register:

Local District:

National Register District/Thematic Nomination Name:

Owner Address:

Survey/Inventory

Eligibility Status:

Determination Date:

Determination Comments:

Not Determined - SHPO

1/1/0001

Sound Transit Federal Way

23448 30th Ave S, Kent, WA 98032

Location
Field Site No. DAHP No.

Historic Name:

Common Name: 23448 30th Ave S

2363-113

Property Address:

Comments:

King
County

T22R04E 16
Township/Range/EW Section 1/4 Sec 1/4 1/4 Sec

DES MOINES
Quadrangle

Tax No./Parcel No. 2500600410

Plat/Block/Lot

Acreage .58

Supplemental Map(s)

Coordinate Reference

Projection:

Datum:

Easting:

Northing:

HARN (feet)

Washington State Plane South

1196529

755272



Historic Inventory Report

Friday, July 11, 2014 Page 2 of 5

Description

Narrative

Historic Use: Commerce/Trade - Warehouse Current Use: Commerce/Trade - Warehouse

Plan: Rectangle Stories: 1 Structural System: Platform Frame

Changes to Plan: Intact Changes to Interior: Unknown

Changes to Original Cladding: Intact Changes to Windows: Extensive

Changes to Other:

Other (specify):

Style:

Form/Type:

Cladding:

Foundation:

Roof Type: Roof Material:

Architecture/Landscape Architecture
Study Unit Other

Date of Construction:

Architect:

Engineer:

Property appears to meet criteria for the National Register of Historic Places:No

Property is located in a potential historic district (National and/or local): No

Property potentially contributes to a historic district (National and/or local): No

Builder:

Metal - Corrugated

Other - Industrial

Other - Utilitarian Flat with Parapet Asphalt / Composition - 
Built Up

Concrete - Poured

Industrial

Utilitarian

1965 Built Date



Historic Inventory Report

Friday, July 11, 2014 Page 3 of 5

Kent started as an agricultural community before evolving into an industrial center. Early settlers in the 
area enjoyed prime farming due to rich deposits of alluvium in the valley that had made the soil especially 
fertile. Kent experienced a period of financial success in the second half of the nineteenth century, and on 
May 28, 1890, Kent incorporated as a city. Still primarily an agricultural community, Kent suffered from a 
lack of manual laborers after World War II (Stein, 2001). In 1962, the completion of the Howard A. Hanson 
Dam stopped flooding in the area, which attracted developers and manufacturing companies to relocate 
to Kent, accelerating the decline of farming. Three years later, Boeing established the Boeing Aerospace 
Center there. Over the next few decades, warehouses, industrial plants, and eventually technology firms 
came to dominate the local economy (Stein, 2001). This change in industry attracted new residents to 
Kent during the 1950s through the 1970s, and it was during these decades that much of the existing built 
environment was constructed.
The property at 23448 30th Avenue South in Kent, Washington, which is a commercial transmission shop 
constructed in 1965, is not eligible for listing in the NRHP. The property is not eligible for the NRHP under 
Criterion A, which applies to buildings that are associated with events that have made a significant 
contribution to the broad patterns of history, as no significant events are associated with this property. To 
be eligible for the NRHP under Criterion B, a property must be directly associated with a person 
considered significant within a historic context whose specific contribution to history has been both 
identified and documented. No such person who meets that definition is linked to this building. The 
property is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion C as it is a typical mid-twentieth century warehouse 
for auto repairs and does not embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of 
construction; it is not the work of a master and does not possess high artistic value. The property is not 
eligible for the NRHP under Criterion D for information potential because the materials and construction 
methods of the building do not convey important information that could contribute to understanding 
history or prehistory. Therefore, the property is not eligible for listing in the NRHP because it does not 
meet any of the eligibility criteria. In addition, the building has been altered, including the replacement of 
original windows. As a result, the property has lost some integrity of materials. The building retains 
integrity of design, workmanship, setting, location, feeling and association.

Construction of the original Highway 1 in the state of Washington commenced in 1913. By October 1923, 
700 miles of a two-lane highway had been completed connecting Vancouver, British Columbia, to the 
Oregon-California border. Just after the highway was completed in 1924, however, plans were begun to 
reroute and improve the conditions of the highway. The project involved creating a new, wider, four-lane 
route further west that would connect Seattle and Tacoma, Washington, more directly (Kramak, 2010). 
The new roadway was completed in 1928 and acquired the title of Highway 1, while the original eastern 
route was renamed Highway 5 (Caster, 2007). The new Highway 1 became known as the Pacific Highway. 
Over the years, various parts of Highway 1 acquired alternative names, including the portion known as 
Pacific Highway S, which starts near Federal Way, Washington, and continues north, through Kent, Des 
Moines, and SeaTac, Washington (Kramak, 2010).
In 1926, Pacific Highway (HWY 1) was included as a numbered U.S. Highway (US 99) (U.S. Route 99, 2013). 
The following decades witnessed the rapid growth of businesses along the highway and the formation of a 
new auto-oriented roadside culture characterized by a proliferation of motels, restaurants, and rest stops 
(Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). Increased automobile ownership changed people’s perceptions 
about distance and allowed populations to sprawl around urban centers, increasing the number of 
residents in suburban towns and cities, including SeaTac, Des Moines, Kent, and Federal Way (Boyles, 
2010).
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23448 30th Avenue South is a large, one-story, wood frame, commercial warehouse with a rectangular 
plan that was built in 1965. Constructed on a concrete slab foundation, the building has a flat, built-up 
roof that is obscured by a parapet that is stair stepped on the front (west) and rear (east) elevations. The 
building is clad in corrugated metal and the facade is defined by two large vehicle bays with retractable 
metal doors that are located north of the center of the elevation. Between the two vehicle bays is a metal 
pedestrian door with a narrow, fixed, single-light window. The south end of the west elevation contains 
another metal pedestrian door with a fixed, single-light window and a replacement two-light horizontal 
sliding window. There are no windows or doors on the south elevation. The warehouse, which is currently 
used as a transmission shop, is located off of the main road at the end of a long paved and gravel 
driveway. As a result, only the west elevation is visible from the public right-of-way.
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Kent started as an agricultural community before evolving into an industrial center. Early settlers in the 
area enjoyed prime farming due to rich deposits of alluvium in the valley that had made the soil especially 
fertile. Kent experienced a period of financial success in the second half of the nineteenth century, and on 
May 28, 1890, Kent incorporated as a city. Still primarily an agricultural community, Kent suffered from a 
lack of manual laborers after World War II (Stein, 2001). In 1962, the completion of the Howard A. Hanson 
Dam stopped flooding in the area, which attracted developers and manufacturing companies to relocate 
to Kent, accelerating the decline of farming. Three years later, Boeing established the Boeing Aerospace 
Center there. Over the next few decades, warehouses, industrial plants, and eventually technology firms 
came to dominate the local economy (Stein, 2001). This change in industry attracted new residents to 
Kent during the 1950s through the 1970s, and it was during these decades that much of the existing built 
environment was constructed.
The property at 23454 30th Avenue South in Kent, Washington, which contains a light industrial, 
commercial service building constructed in 1968, is not eligible for listing in the NRHP. The property is not 
eligible for the NRHP under Criterion A, which applies to buildings that are associated with events that 
have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of history, as no significant events are 
associated with this property. To be eligible for the NRHP under Criterion B, a property must be directly 
associated with a person considered significant within a historic context whose specific contribution to 
history has been both identified and documented. No such person who meets that definition is linked to 
this building. The property is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion C as it is a typical mid-twentieth 
century light industrial building and does not embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or 
method of construction; it is not the work of a master and does not possess high artistic value. The 
property is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion D for information potential because the materials 
and construction methods of the building do not convey important information that could contribute to 
understanding history or prehistory. Therefore, the property is not eligible for listing in the NRHP because 
it does not meet any of the eligibility criteria. The property appears largely intact. As a result, the building 
retains integrity of materials, design, workmanship, location, setting, feeling, and association.

Construction of the original Highway 1 in the state of Washington commenced in 1913. By October 1923, 
700 miles of a two-lane highway had been completed connecting Vancouver, British Columbia, to the 
Oregon-California border. Just after the highway was completed in 1924, however, plans were begun to 
reroute and improve the conditions of the highway. The project involved creating a new, wider, four-lane 
route further west that would connect Seattle and Tacoma, Washington, more directly (Kramak, 2010). 
The new roadway was completed in 1928 and acquired the title of Highway 1, while the original eastern 
route was renamed Highway 5 (Caster, 2007). The new Highway 1 became known as the Pacific Highway. 
Over the years, various parts of Highway 1 acquired alternative names, including the portion known as 
Pacific Highway S, which starts near Federal Way, Washington, and continues north, through Kent, Des 
Moines, and SeaTac, Washington (Kramak, 2010).
In 1926, Pacific Highway (HWY 1) was included as a numbered U.S. Highway (US 99) (U.S. Route 99, 2013). 
The following decades witnessed the rapid growth of businesses along the highway and the formation of a 
new auto-oriented roadside culture characterized by a proliferation of motels, restaurants, and rest stops 
(Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). Increased automobile ownership changed people’s perceptions 
about distance and allowed populations to sprawl around urban centers, increasing the number of 
residents in suburban towns and cities, including SeaTac, Des Moines, Kent, and Federal Way (Boyles, 
2010).
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23454 30th Avenue South is a one-story, prefabricated steel, light industrial commercial service building 
constructed in 1968. The 12,300-square foot, rectangular plan building, constructed on a concrete slab 
foundation, is clad corrugated metal. A low-pitch, side gabled, corrugated metal roof tops the facility. A 
deep eave overhang shades the front (south) elevation. Five large vehicle bays with retractable metal 
doors used for loading and unloading trucks are located on the front elevation. Each retractable metal 
door contains a centered row of three, horizontally oriented, fixed, single-light windows. Between the 
vehicle bays are four pedestrian door entrances, each of which is positioned next to two, two-light 
horizontal sliding windows. There is no visible fenestration on the rear (north) or west elevations. Four 
large security lights are secured onto the rear elevation. The building is located at the end of a paved, 
private drive. The south side of the property is paved and used for vehicle parking.
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Construction of the original Highway 1 in the state of Washington commenced in 1913. By October 1923, 
700 miles of a two-lane highway had been completed connecting Vancouver, British Columbia, to the 
Oregon-California border. Just after the highway was completed in 1924, however, plans were begun to 
reroute and improve the conditions of the highway. The project involved creating a new, wider, four-lane 
route further west that would connect Seattle and Tacoma, Washington, more directly (Kramak, 2010). 
The new roadway was completed in 1928 and acquired the title of Highway 1, while the original eastern 
route was renamed Highway 5 (Caster, 2007). The new Highway 1 became known as the Pacific Highway. 
Over the years, various parts of Highway 1 acquired alternative names, including the portion known as 
Pacific Highway S, which starts near Federal Way, Washington, and continues north, through Kent, Des 
Moines, and SeaTac, Washington (Kramak, 2010).
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Kent started as an agricultural community before evolving into an industrial center. Early settlers in the 
area enjoyed prime farming due to rich deposits of alluvium in the valley that had made the soil especially 
fertile. Kent experienced a period of financial success in the second half of the nineteenth century, and on 
May 28, 1890, Kent incorporated as a city. Still primarily an agricultural community, Kent suffered from a 
lack of manual laborers after World War II (Stein, 2001). In 1962, the completion of the Howard A. Hanson 
Dam stopped flooding in the area, which attracted developers and manufacturing companies to relocate 
to Kent, accelerating the decline of farming. Three years later, Boeing established the Boeing Aerospace 
Center there. Over the next few decades, warehouses, industrial plants, and eventually technology firms 
came to dominate the local economy (Stein, 2001). This change in industry attracted new residents to 
Kent during the 1950s through the 1970s, and it was during these decades that much of the existing built 
environment was constructed.

In 1926, Pacific Highway (HWY 1) was included as a numbered U.S. Highway (US 99) (U.S. Route 99, 2013). 
The following decades witnessed the rapid growth of businesses along the highway and the formation of a 
new auto-oriented roadside culture characterized by a proliferation of motels, restaurants, and rest stops 
(Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). Increased automobile ownership changed people’s perceptions 
about distance and allowed populations to sprawl around urban centers, increasing the number of 
residents in suburban towns and cities, including SeaTac, Des Moines, Kent, and Federal Way (Boyles, 
2010).
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The property at 23454 30th Avenue South in Kent, Washington, which is occupied by an auto repair 
company called Life Safer and was constructed in 1962, is not eligible for listing in the NRHP. The property 
is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion A, which applies to buildings that are associated with events 
that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of history, as no significant events are 
associated with this property. To be eligible for the NRHP under Criterion B, a property must be directly 
associated with a person considered significant within a historic context whose specific contribution to 
history has been both identified and documented. No such person who meets that definition is linked to 
this building. In order to be eligible under Criterion C, a building must illustrate, through its distinctive 
characteristics, the pattern of features associated with a particular class of resources, the individuality or 
variation of features that occurs within the class, the evolution of that class, or the transition between 
classes of resources. While the building employs certain materials and design elements that were 
commonly used in the 1960s, the building does not contain enough distinctive characteristics to be 
considered a true or significant representative of a particular type, period, or method of construction. 
Overall, the property is an unremarkable auto repair shop with a small office. The character defining 
features of the property include the flat roof with deep eave overhangs, the shed roof carport, and the 
alternating use of brick veneer and wood siding to clad the building. However, flat roofs, carports, and the 
use of these cladding materials were common during the 1960s (and remain so) and do not establish the 
property as a significant example of a type or method of construction. The design is primarily utilitarian to 
allow an auto service business to function and the materials are not employed in a distinctive or 
significant way. When considered within the context of Kent and the development of Pacific Highway 
South, the building is not an important example of building practices in a particular time in history, but 
instead merely a utilitarian building that utilized design elements and materials that were popular at the 
time. When compared to other similar buildings from the 1960s, the Life Safer building does not express 
aesthetic ideals or design concepts as well as other properties. Some original windows and garage doors 
have been replaced, compromising the building’s integrity. Therefore, the property is not eligible for the 
NRHP under Criterion C as it is a typical mid-twentieth century auto repair building and does not embody 
the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction; it is not the work of a master 
and does not possess high artistic value. The property is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion D for 
information potential because the materials and construction methods of the building do not convey 
important information that could contribute to understanding history or prehistory. Therefore, the 
property is not eligible for listing in the NRHP because it does not meet any of the eligibility criteria. In 
addition, the building has been altered, including the replacement of some original windows and garage 
doors, and the addition of metal siding on the south elevation over what was likely a glass storefront. As a 
result, the property has lost integrity of materials and design. The building retains integrity of 
workmanship, setting, location, feeling and association.
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23454 30th Avenue South is a one-story, wood frame building occupied by an auto repair business called 
Life Safer. Constructed in 1962, the building has a rectangular plan and is constructed on a concrete slab 
foundation. The building is defined by a flat roof with deep eaves and exposed wood rafter tails. A glass 
pedestrian door is located on the front (west) elevation and serves as the company’s main entrance. 
Above the door, the glass from the transom window has been replaced with a piece of wood. North of the 
front door is a large vehicle bay with a retractable metal door that has two rows of windows, one of which 
has been painted over. The exterior wall of the west elevation around the retractable door is clad in 
corrugated metal siding. The exterior wall to the south of the front door is divided vertically into five 
sections which alternate between brick veneer siding and horizontal wood siding. Running along the very 
top edge of the exterior walls, just under the beginning of the eave, is a row of five windows – one 
window above each section of siding. The two outside windows are three-light, horizontal sliding windows 
with a fixed center light. The window in the middle of the row is a two-light horizontal sliding window. A 
large extended shed roof projects from the west end of the south elevation and is supported by three 
simple metal posts on either side. The south elevation under the overhang is clad in non-original 
corrugated metal siding which likely replaced a glass storefront that would have been under the 
overhang. The south elevation now has one pedestrian metal door and a wall-mounted air-conditioning 
unit. East of the overhang are two large vehicle bays with replacement retractable metal doors. The north 
elevation is clad in non-original corrugated metal and contains three, two-light horizontal sliding 
replacement windows. The ground surrounding the building on the west and south sides is paved and 
used for parking.
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Kent started as an agricultural community before evolving into an industrial center. Early settlers in the 
area enjoyed prime farming due to rich deposits of alluvium in the valley that had made the soil especially 
fertile. Kent experienced a period of financial success in the second half of the nineteenth century, and on 
May 28, 1890, Kent incorporated as a city. Still primarily an agricultural community, Kent suffered from a 
lack of manual laborers after World War II (Stein, 2001). In 1962, the completion of the Howard A. Hanson 
Dam stopped flooding in the area, which attracted developers and manufacturing companies to relocate 
to Kent, accelerating the decline of farming. Three years later, Boeing established the Boeing Aerospace 
Center there. Over the next few decades, warehouses, industrial plants, and eventually technology firms 
came to dominate the local economy (Stein, 2001). This change in industry attracted new residents to 
Kent during the 1950s through the 1970s, and it was during these decades that much of the existing built 
environment was constructed.
The property at 23608 30th Avenue South in Kent, Washington, which is occupied by Murray’s Collision 
Center and was constructed in 1962, is not eligible for listing in the NRHP. The property, which contains a 
front office building and large rear service building, is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion A, which 
applies to buildings that are associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad 
patterns of history, as no significant events are associated with this property. To be eligible for the NRHP 
under Criterion B, a property must be directly associated with a person considered significant within a 
historic context whose specific contribution to history has been both identified and documented. No such 
person who meets that definition is linked to these buildings. The property is not eligible for the NRHP 
under Criterion C as it is a typical mid-twentieth century service garage and office building and does not 
embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction; it is not the work of a 
master and does not possess high artistic value. The property is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion 
D for information potential because the materials and construction methods of the buildings do not 
convey important information that could contribute to understanding history or prehistory. Therefore, 
the property is not eligible for listing in the NRHP because it does not meet any of the eligibility criteria. In 
addition, both buildings are altered, including the replacement of original windows and doors and a 3,150
-square foot addition that was attached to the garage in 2000. As a result, the property has lost integrity 
of materials and design. The buildings retain integrity of workmanship, setting, location, feeling and 
association.

Construction of the original Highway 1 in the state of Washington commenced in 1913. By October 1923, 
700 miles of a two-lane highway had been completed connecting Vancouver, British Columbia, to the 
Oregon-California border. Just after the highway was completed in 1924, however, plans were begun to 
reroute and improve the conditions of the highway. The project involved creating a new, wider, four-lane 
route further west that would connect Seattle and Tacoma, Washington, more directly (Kramak, 2010). 
The new roadway was completed in 1928 and acquired the title of Highway 1, while the original eastern 
route was renamed Highway 5 (Caster, 2007). The new Highway 1 became known as the Pacific Highway. 
Over the years, various parts of Highway 1 acquired alternative names, including the portion known as 
Pacific Highway S, which starts near Federal Way, Washington, and continues north, through Kent, Des 
Moines, and SeaTac, Washington (Kramak, 2010).
In 1926, Pacific Highway (HWY 1) was included as a numbered U.S. Highway (US 99) (U.S. Route 99, 2013). 
The following decades witnessed the rapid growth of businesses along the highway and the formation of a 
new auto-oriented roadside culture characterized by a proliferation of motels, restaurants, and rest stops 
(Des Moines Historical Society, 2007). Increased automobile ownership changed people’s perceptions 
about distance and allowed populations to sprawl around urban centers, increasing the number of 
residents in suburban towns and cities, including SeaTac, Des Moines, Kent, and Federal Way (Boyles, 
2010).
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A large, warehouse service building clad in corrugated metal siding and surrounded by a high wood fence 
is located east of the front office building. The service building is composed of two sections: the original, 
wood frame, 4,800-square foot building and a 3,150-square foot prefabricated steel addition on the west 
elevation, constructed in 2000. Constructed on a poured concrete foundation, the front (north) elevation 
of the original building contains three large vehicle bays with retractable metal doors and one metal 
pedestrian door. The original building has a flat roof with a small parapet. The large addition on the west 
elevation has a low pitch side gabled roof that is higher than the adjacent flat roof of the original building. 
There are two large vehicle bays with retractable doors on the north elevation and one vehicle bay with a 
retractable door on the west elevation. The service building is surrounded by a tall wood fence and is 
mostly hidden from view from the public right-of-way. The front office building has some landscaping in 
front and several parking spots on the north and west elevations.

23608 30th Avenue South, occupied by Murray’s Collision Center, contains two buildings: a one-story, 
wood frame office building and a large, one-story service garage in the rear of the property. Constructed 
in 1964, the front office building sits on a raised concrete foundation and is clad in asbestos shingle siding. 
Defined by an irregular plan and a steeply pitched cross gabled roof with shallow boxed eaves, the 
building has a canvas, quarter barrel convex awning that wraps around the primary elevations.  A 
replacement metal and glass pedestrian door is located under a front gable on the south end of the front 
(west) elevation that intersects with the building’s primary side gabled roof. The entrance is slightly 
recessed under a gabled door surround. A small wood porch is positioned in front of the main door and is 
accessed by several wood steps or by a wooden side ramp that wraps around the building's northwest 
corner, both of which have open framework wood hand rails. South of the main entry, still under the front 
gable on the west elevation, is a pair of replacement, fixed, single-light windows in a wood frame. On the 
north side of the front elevation is a replacement, fixed, single-light window. The north elevation contains 
four, replacement, one-over-one metal sash windows and the south elevation contains one. A small 
hipped roof unit with no visible windows or doors projects from the center of the south elevation. Aerial 
images indicate that a gabled section of the building extends from the rear (east) addition and crosses the 
primary roof. A flat roof, single car garage addition clad in vertical wood siding has been attached to the 
east elevation of the rear gabled section. A large retractable metal door is located on the north elevation 
of the garage addition.
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