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Letter FW030 
General Transmission 

Page 1 

 

 

Response to Comment BU1-1 
In developing alternatives, Sound Transit avoided and minimized impacts 
where possible, but some displacements would be unavoidable. Sound 
Transit will work closely with each displaced business to determine its 
needs and help it find a new site if the owner chooses to relocate. Section 
4.1, Acquisitions, Displacements, and Relocations, of the Final EIS 
describes the property acquisition and relocation processes, and the 
relocation assistance and benefits that Sound Transit will provide. 
Information about affected properties is provided in Appendix D4.1. 



Letter FW044 
Bjorneby 

Page 1 

 

 

Response to Comment BU2-1 
Please see Response to Common Comment 2 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS.  



Letter FW066 
Pete's Welding and Fabrication  

Page 1 

 

 

Response to Comment BU3-1 
Please see Response to Common Comments 2 and 4 in Table 9-6 of 
Chapter 9 of the Final EIS. The Preferred Alternative would have more 
trenches than the other alternatives, although elevated options added in 
the Final EIS could replace two of the trenches.  

Response to Comment BU3-2 
Please see Response to Common Comment 2. All of the build alternatives 
would operate in exclusive right-of-way, outside of traffic, to avoid 
operating and safety conflicts. Chapter 3, Transportation, of the Final EIS 
describes traffic impacts in more detail.  



Letter FW067 
Pete's Towing Service  

Page 1 

 

 

Response to Comment BU4-1 
Please see response to comment BU3-1 in letter FW066.  

Response to Comment BU4-2 
Please see response to comment BU3-1 in Letter FW066.  



Letter FW128 
Gateway Center 

Page 1 

 

 

Response to Comment BU5-1 
In developing alternatives, Sound Transit avoided and minimized impacts 
where possible, but some displacements would be unavoidable. Section 
4.1, Acquisitions, Displacements, and Relocations, describes the property 
acquisition and relocation processes, and the relocation assistance and 
benefits that Sound Transit will provide. Appendix D4.1. Potentially 
Affected Parcels, identifies properties that could be affected by the FWLE 
and includes the properties noted in the comment. As described in 
Appendix D4.1, impacts on individual properties could change as the 
design is refined.  

  



Gateway Center 
Page 2 

 

 

No comments 



Letter FW361 
Gateway Center 

Page 1 

 

 

Response to Comment BU27-1 
In developing alternatives, Sound Transit avoided and minimized impacts 
where possible, but some displacements would be unavoidable. Section 
4.1, Acquisitions, Displacements, and Relocations, describes the property 
acquisition and relocation processes, and the relocation assistance and 
benefits that Sound Transit will provide. 



 
Letter FW168 
Gateway Center 

Page 1 
 

 

Response to Comment BU13-1 
Section 4.3, Economics, of the Final EIS describes business and employee 
displacements and their potential effects on the local economy. In 
developing alternatives, Sound Transit avoided and minimized impacts 
where possible, but some displacements would be unavoidable. Section 
4.1, Acquisitions, Displacements, and Relocations, describes the property 
acquisition and relocation processes, and the relocation assistance and 
benefits that Sound Transit will provide. If the theater were displaced, 
other nearby land uses could potentially remain in business.  

An alignment on the north side of S 317th Street was not included in the 
Final EIS because it would have greater displacements, impact Truman 
High School, and require more road crossings to get to the station at 
Federal Way Transit Center. Chapter 2, Alternatives Considered, of the 
Final EIS describes how alternatives were identified for evaluation in the 
EIS.  

  

FW168 



Gateway Center 

Page 2 

 

 

  

  



Gateway Center 
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Letter FW280 
McDonald's (John Jackson) 

Page 1 

 

 

Response to Comment BU18-1 
Please see response to comments BU6-1 and BU6-2 in letter FW129.  

  



McDonald’s (John Jackson) 

Page 2 

 

 



 
Letter FW316 
McDonald's USA, LLC 

Page 1 

 

 

Response to Comment BU21-1 
This property would only be acquired with the Federal Way I-5 Station 
Option.  

Response to Comment BU21-2 
This property would be permanently incorporated into the station with 
the Federal Way I-5 Station Option. Tail tracks are tracks that extend past 
a terminus station far enough to allow layover of a four-car train – 
typically 850 feet beyond the end of the station platform. They also 
enable trains to approach terminal stations at higher speed because they 
extend safe breaking distances. They are necessary at all terminus 
stations, even interim ones, and must be in line with the rest of the track. 
Due to this, the tail track associated with the Federal Way I-5 Station 
Option could not be located elsewhere. 

  



McDonald’s USA, LLC 

Page 2 

 

 

Response to Comment BU21-3 
Please see response to comment BU21-1 in this letter. Your opposition to 
any option that would impact this property has been noted. 

Response to Comment BU21-4 
Ridership numbers have been updated and are included in Chapter 3 of 
the Final EIS. All alternatives would have a similar number of riders at this 
station. 

Response to Comment BU21-5 
Travel time has been updated and is provided in Chapter 3 of the Final 
EIS. All alternatives would have a similar travel time. 

Response to Comment BU21-6 
The Transit Oriented Development Study has been updated for the Final 
EIS and is summarized in Section 4.2, Land Use. 

  



McDonald’s USA, LLC 

Page 3 

 

 

Response to Comment BU21-7 
Please see Response to Common Comment 11 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 
of the Final EIS.  

Response to Comment BU21-8 
A modified version of the City's proposal has been incorporated in the 
Final EIS as the Preferred Federal Way Transit Center Station.  

Response to Comment BU21-9 
Please see responses to comments BU21-1 and BU21-8 in this letter. 



 
Letter FW343 
McDonald’s (Willie Cho Enterprises, Inc.) 

Page 1 

 

 

Response to Comment BU24-1 
Please see Response to Common Comment 11 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 
of the Final EIS.  



McDonald’s (Willie Cho Enterprises, Inc.) 

Page 2 

 

 

Response to Comment BU24-2 
Please see response to comment BU6-1 in letter FW129. 

Response to Comment BU24-3 
Please see response to comment BU6-2 in letter FW129.   



McDonald’s (Willie Cho Enterprises, Inc.) 

Page 3 

 

 

Response to Comment BU24-4 
A modified version of the City's proposal has been incorporated in the 
Final EIS as the Preferred Federal Way Transit Center Station.  

Response to Comment BU24-5 
Please see Response to Common Comment 11. 

  



McDonald’s (Willie Cho Enterprises, Inc.) 
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No comments 
 



 
Letter FW347 
McDonald's (Willie Cho Enterprises, Inc.) 

Page 1 

 

 

Response to Comment BU25-1 
Please see responses to Letter FW343. 

  



McDonald’s (Willie Cho Enterprises, Inc.) 

Page 2 

 

 

  



McDonald’s (Willie Cho Enterprises, Inc.) 
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Letter FW129 
McDonald's (William Cho) 

Page 1 
 

 

Response to Comment BU6-1 
In developing alternatives, Sound Transit avoided and minimized impacts 
where possible, but some displacements would be unavoidable. Sound 
Transit will work closely with each displaced business to determine its 
needs and help it find a new site if the owner chooses to relocate. Section 
4.3, Economics, of the Final EIS describes business and employee 
displacements. It also evaluates the potential economic effects from 
displacement of local businesses and employees due to land acquisition 
for the FWLE. Sound Transit is aware of and appreciates the role of your 
restaurant in the community. 

  

FW129 



McDonald’s (William Cho) 
Page 2 

 

 

Response to Comment BU6-2 
In developing alternatives, Sound Transit avoided and minimized impacts 
where possible, but some displacements would be unavoidable. 
Information about affected properties is included in Appendix D4.1. 
Section 4.1, Acquisitions, Displacements, and Relocations, describes the 
property acquisition and relocation processes, and the relocation 
assistance and benefits that Sound Transit will provide Sound Transit will 
work closely with each displaced business to determine its needs and 
help it find a new site. 

  



McDonald’s (William Cho) 
Page 3 

 

 



 
Letter FW138 
McDonald's (John Jackson) 

Page 1 
 

 

Response to Comment BU9-1 
Please see response to comment BU6-2 in letter FW129.  

 

  

FW138 



McDonald's (John Jackson) 
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Response to Comment BU9-2 
Chapter 3, Transportation, discusses transportation impacts from the 
FWLE. 

  



McDonald's (John Jackson) 
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Letter FW139 
McDonald's (James Evans) 

Page 1 
 

 

Response to Comment BU10-1 
 Please see response to comment BU6-1 in letter FW129. 

  

FW139 



McDonald’s (James Evans) 
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Letter FW196 
McDonald's (William Cho) 
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No comments 
 

 

  

FW196 



McDonald’s (William Cho) 
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Response to Comment BU17-1 
Please see responses to comments BU6-1 and BU6-2 in letter FW129. 

  



McDonald’s (William Cho) 

Page 3 

 

 



 
Letter FW130 
Llewellyn Real Estate 
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No comments 
 

  

FW130 



Llewellyn Real Estate 
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Response to Comment BU7-1 
Please see Response to Common Comment 2 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS.  

  



Llewellyn Real Estate 

Page 3 

 

 



 
Letter FW154 
Federal Way Chamber of Commerce 

Page 1 
 

 

Response to Comment BU11-1 
Section 4.3, Economics, of the Final EIS describes the positive and 
negative economic effects of the FWLE. Section 4.2 and Appendix D4.2 of 
the Final EIS describe consistency with long-range local and regional 
plans. Chapter 8 discusses the trade-offs among the alternatives.  



 
Letter FW135 
Federal Way Chamber of Commerce 

Page 1 
 

 

Response to Comment BU8-1 
Section 4.3, Economics, of the Final EIS describes the positive and 
negative economic effects of the FWLE. Section 4.2 and Appendix D4.2 of 
the Final EIS describe consistency with long-range local and regional 
plans. Chapter 8 discusses trade-offs among the alternatives.  

  

FW135 



Federal Way Chamber of Commerce 

Page 2 

 

 

  



Federal Way Chamber of Commerce 

Page 3 

 

 



 
Letter FW299 
Greater Federal Way Chamber of Commerce 

Page 1 

 

 

No comments 
 

  



Greater Federal Way Chamber of Commerce 

Page 2 

 

 

Response to Comment BU19-1 
All FWLE alternatives would serve a similar number of riders, and bus 
service would be added or modified to provide access to stations.  

Response to Comment BU19-2 
The Final EIS includes an updated analysis of potential transit-oriented 
development for each station area in Section 4.2, Land Use, of the Final 
EIS. Your comment about TOD opportunity and local development 
purview has been noted. 

  



Greater Federal Way Chamber of Commerce 

Page 3 

 

 

Response to Comment BU19-3 
Please see Chapter 1, Purpose and Need for Federal Way Link Extension, 
in the Final EIS. It describes the regional growth trends and the need for 
the project, including north-south transit demand and connections to 
regional growth centers. Sound Transit developed the FWLE in 
coordination with regional and local transit agencies. A Conceptual 
Transit Service Plan for all FWLE alternatives was coordinated with King 
County Metro and would add a new local route between Des Moines and 
Federal Way. All FWLE alternatives would serve a similar number of 
riders, and bus service would be added or modified to provide access to 
stations. Chapter 8, Alternatives Evaluation, includes a comparison of 
alternatives and shows the trade-offs between alternatives, including 
ridership, cost, and environmental impacts. Chapter 3, Transportation 
Environment and Consequences, discusses the existing freight mobility 
and access in Section 3.4.7 and potential impacts on freight from the 
project in Section 3.5.7. Chapter 5, Construction, describes impacts on 
freight during construction in Section 5.2.1.7. 

  



Greater Federal Way Chamber of Commerce 

Page 4 

 

 

Response to Comment BU19-4 
Section 4.3, Economics, describes the potential economic impacts of 
displaced businesses as well as the potential for economic benefits from 
the project. Chapter 5, Construction, describes economic impacts from 
FWLE construction in Section 5.2.4. Section 4.1, Acquisitions, 
Displacements, and Relocations, describes the property acquisition and 
relocation processes, and the relocation assistance and benefits that 
Sound Transit will provide.  

Response to Comment BU19-5 
After the Sound Transit Board identified the Preferred Alternative, Sound 
Transit held stakeholder workshops with local jurisdictions and 
stakeholders to help identify improved access to the Preferred 
Alternative station areas. Sound Transit also coordinated further with 
King County Metro on transit restructuring to serve these stations. Sound 
Transit will continue to work with the local jurisdictions and transit 
agencies in the FWLE corridor regarding access. Section 4.2, Land Use, 
describes the potential for redevelopment near station areas. Access to 
each station location was one of the four categories used to assess which 
station locations would be most supportive of transit-oriented 
development.  

  



Greater Federal Way Chamber of Commerce 

Page 5 

 

 



 
Letter FW165 
Yang, David 

Page 1 

 

 

Response to Comment BU12-1 
Please see Response to Common Comment 3 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS. 

Response to Comment BU12-2 
In developing alternatives, Sound Transit avoided and minimized impacts 
where possible, but some displacements would be unavoidable. Section 
4.1, Acquisitions, Displacements, and Relocations, describes the property 
acquisition and relocation processes, and the relocation assistance and 
benefits that Sound Transit will provide.  

Response to Comment BU12-3 
In developing alternatives, Sound Transit avoided and minimized impacts 
where possible, but some displacements would be unavoidable. Section 
4.1, Acquisitions, Displacements, and Relocations, describes the property 
acquisition and relocation processes, and the relocation assistance and 
benefits that Sound Transit will provide, including for mobile home 
owners. Please see Response to Common Comment 3.  

Response to Comment BU12-4 
Please see Response to Common Comment 3.   



Yang, David 

Page 2 

 

 

No comments 
 



 
Letter FW179 
Shamseldin, Shannon 

Page 1 
 

 

No comments 
 

  

FW179 



Shamseldin, Shannon 

Page 2 

 

 

Response to Comment BU14-1 
Please see Response to Common Comment 2 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS. 

Response to Comment BU14-2 
Please see Response to Common Comment 11. Section 4.3, Economics, of 
the Final EIS describes the positive and negative economic effects of the 
FWLE. 

  



Shamseldin, Shannon 

Page 3 

 

 



Letter FW180 
La Plaza Center LLC (Travis Farrell) 

Page 1 

Response to Comment BU15-1 
The Preferred Kent/Des Moines Station would be on the west side of 
30th Avenue S. Please see Response to Common Comment 2 in Table 9-6 
of Chapter 9 of the Final EIS.  

FW180 



La Plaza Center LLC (Travis Farrell) 

Page 2 

Response to Comment BU15-2 
Sound Transit continues to work closely with all the cities in the FWLE 
corridor regarding the FWLE.  



 
Letter FW581 
La Plaza Center LLC 

Page 1 

 

 

No comments 
 

  



La Plaza Center LLC 

Page 2 
 

 

Response to Comment BU40-1 
After considering the Draft EIS and the public and agency comments 
received, the Sound Transit Board identified the I-5 Alternative with the 
Kent/Des Moines SR 99 East Station Option as the Preferred Alternative.  

Response to Comment BU40-2 
In developing alternatives, Sound Transit avoided and minimized impacts 
where possible, but some displacements would be unavoidable. Sound 
Transit is committed to mitigating project impacts. Sound Transit would 
compensate affected property owners according to the provisions 
specified in Sound Transit’s adopted Real Estate Property Acquisition and 
Relocation Policy, Procedures, and Guidelines. Section 4.1, Acquisitions, 
Displacements, and Relocations, describes the property acquisition and 
relocation processes, and the relocation assistance and benefits that 
Sound Transit will provide. The other sections of Chapter 4 include details 
about proposed mitigation for other long-term FWLE impacts. Proposed 
mitigation for the Preferred Alternative is described in detail in 
Appendix H. 

Response to Comment BU40-3 
Please see response to comment BU40-1 in this letter and Common 
Comment 2 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of the Final EIS. 

  



La Plaza Center LLC 

Page 3 

 

 

Response to Comment BU40-4 
Section 4.3, Economics, describes the business and employee 
displacements as well as property tax impacts from all FWLE alternatives. 
Section 5.2.4 in Chapter 5, Construction Impacts, of the Final EIS 
describes effects of construction on local businesses and the local tax 
base and identifies mitigation measures. In developing alternatives, 
Sound Transit avoided and minimized impacts where possible, but some 
impacts would be unavoidable. Please see Response to Common 
Comment 2. The Preferred Kent/Des Moines Station would be on the 
west side of 30th Avenue S, which is consistent with the proposal from 
the City of Kent.  

Response to Comment BU40-5 
Appendix D4.1, Potentially Affected Parcels, of the Final EIS presents the 
likely property acquisitions based on the conceptual designs and existing 
conditions at the time the analysis was conducted. The information 
provided is intended to show the magnitude of potential impacts 
associated with each alternative and allow for a comparison among 
alternatives. As described in Appendix D4.1, impacts on individual 
properties could change as the design is refined. Appendix F, Conceptual 
Design Drawings, provides more detail on potential impacts on specific 
properties from each alternative. Section 4.1, Acquisitions, 
Displacements, and Relocations, describes the property acquisition and 
relocation processes, and the relocation assistance and benefits that 
Sound Transit will provide. 

  



La Plaza Center LLC 

 

Page 4  
 

 

Response to Comment BU40-6 
Sound Transit does consider the viability of businesses remaining on 
properties where partial acquisitions are proposed when assessing the 
type of property impact. The amount of information available makes that 
assessment approximate. The actual type and amount of property 
acquisition is determined when the property acquisition process begins, 
which is some period of time after the Final EIS is published, FTA has 
issued a Record of Decision, and project design has advanced further. 
Sound Transit acknowledges that the loss of one business can affect the 
operation of another business and would consider this during the 
acquisition process. 

Response to Comment BU40-7 
All FWLE alternatives would affect the SR 99/Kent-Des Moines 
intersection for access to the Kent/Des Moines Station. The traffic 
analysis in Chapter 3 of the Final EIS describes impacts on this 
intersection and the proposed mitigation. In most cases, the proposed 
mitigation measures would improve delay and volume-to-capacity (v/c) 
ratios in the AM and PM peak hour to meet level of service (LOS) 
standards; in all cases, it would attain the same or better vehicle delay 
and v/c ratios as under the No Build Alternative. As the project design 
advances, Sound Transit will continue to work with affected 
jurisdictions/agencies to evaluate potential mitigation strategies for safe, 
efficient operations.  

Response to Comment BU40-8 
Please see Section 5.2.4 in Chapter 5, Construction, of the Final EIS for a 
discussion of potential impacts on businesses during construction and the 
mitigation that Sound Transit would provide. Please see Response to 
Common Comment 2. 

  



La Plaza Center LLC 

Page 5 
 

 

Response to Comment BU40-9 
Section 4.7, Noise and Vibration, describes the noise impacts from the 
FWLE, and Chapter 5, Construction, describes impacts related to 
disruption during construction. Both chapters also discuss how Sound 
Transit would mitigate the impacts. The cost of noise mitigation is 
included in the FWLE cost estimates in Chapter 8 of the Final EIS. Noise 
mitigation for the SR 99 Alternative elevated guideways includes sound 
walls on the guideways. The installation of sound walls on the guideway 
would not increase construction disruption to adjacent properties. 

Response to Comment BU40-10 
Please see Response to Common Comment 11. 



 
Letter FW226 
Best Western 

Page 1 

 

 

Response to Comment BU63-1 
In developing alternatives, Sound Transit avoided and minimized impacts 
where possible, but some displacements would be unavoidable. The 
alternatives studied in the EIS would affect your property differently. The 
Preferred Alternative would avoid impacts to the property, but the SR 99 
Alternative and SR 99 to I-5 Alternative would impact the eastern portion 
of it affecting some parking and part of the building. Section 4.1, 
Acquisitions, Displacements, and Relocations, of the Final EIS describes 
the property acquisition and relocation processes and benefits Sound 
Transit would provide. Chapter 4, Affected Environment and 
Environmental Consequences, and Chapter 5, Construction, describe 
project-related impacts.  

  



Best Western 

Page 2 

 

 

No comments 
 

 



 

Letter FW303 
Green Acres Mobile Home Park 

Page 1 

 

 

Response to Comment BU20-1 
In developing alternatives, Sound Transit avoided and minimized impacts 
where possible, but some displacements would be unavoidable. Section 
4.1, Acquisitions, Displacements, and Relocations, describes the property 
acquisition and relocation processes, and the relocation assistance and 
benefits that Sound Transit will provide, including for mobile home 
owners. See Section 4.1.6 of the Final EIS for additional information. 
Please see Response to Common Comment 3 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS.  

Chapter 7, Environmental Justice, describes how the project would affect 
low-income and minority populations, and Chapter 4, Section 4.3, 
Economics, evaluates the potential local and regional economic effects 
from the FWLE. 



 
Letter FW333 
Harsch Investment Properties 

Page 1 

 

 

No comments 
 

  



Harsch Investment Properties 
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Response to Comment BU22-1 
Section 3.5.3 in Chapter 3, Transportation Environment and 
Consequences, of the Final EIS describes impacts on property access. 

Response to Comment BU22-2 
Please see Section 4.3.4 in Section 4.3, Economics, for indirect economic 
impacts on businesses from an elevated guideway.  

  



Harsch Investment Properties 

Page 3 

 

 



 
Letter FW341 
Woodstone Credit Union 

Page 1 

 

 

Response to Comment BU23-1 
Chapter 8, Alternatives Evaluation, of the Final EIS includes a comparison 
of alternatives and shows the trade-offs among alternatives, including 
ridership, cost, and environmental impacts. 

Response to Comment BU23-2 
Please see Response to Common Comment 2 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS. Section 4.7 discusses noise impacts and mitigation, and 
Chapter 5 discusses construction impacts and mitigation. 

Response to Comment BU23-3 
In developing alternatives, Sound Transit avoided and minimized impacts 
where possible, but some displacements would be unavoidable. Sound 
Transit will work closely with each displaced business to determine its 
needs and help it find a new site if the owner chooses to relocate. Section 
4.1, Acquisitions, Displacements, and Relocations, describes the property 
acquisition and relocation processes, and the relocation assistance and 
benefits that Sound Transit will provide.  

  



Woodstone Credit Union 

Page 2 
 

 

Response to Comment BU23-4 
High-capacity transit is called for in the City’s plans for the Federal Way 
City Center. Chapter 1, Purpose and Need for Federal Way Link Extension, 
in the Final EIS explains that one purpose of the FWLE is to connect Puget 
Sound Regional Council regional growth centers, including the Federal 
Way City Center. Section 4.2, Land Use, describes how light rail stations 
can catalyze future development consistent with local zoning regulations, 
which could help the City meet planning goals. 

Response to Comment BU23-5 
All FWLE alternatives would be grade-separated for all road crossings.  

Response to Comment BU23-6 
Please see Response to Common Comment 2. Section 4.3, Economics, 
describes the economic impacts of displaced businesses as well as the 
potential for economic benefits from the project. Chapter 5, 
Construction, describes short-term construction-period impacts.  

Response to Comment BU23-7 
Please see Response to Common Comment 11. 



 
Letter FW380 
Woodstone Credit Union 

Page 1 

 

 

Response to Comment BU28-1 
Please see Response to Common Comment 2 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS. 

Response to Comment BU28-2 
Your opposition to impacting the Woodstone Credit Union has been 
noted. 

Response to Comment BU28-3 
Please see Response to Common Comment 11. 
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