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Associated Students of Highline College, Ruth Krizan 
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Response to Comment LC9-1 
Sound Transit has a formal process for naming stations that occurs during 
final design. This is a public process and students, along with other 
members of the public, will have an opportunity to have input on the 
station name.  

Please see response to Common Comment 4 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS. 



 

Letter FW181 
Associated Students of Highline College, Laura Yanez 
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Response to Comment LC1-1 
Sound Transit has a formal process for naming stations that occurs during 
final design. This is a public process and students, along with other 
members of the public, will have an opportunity to have input on the 
station name.  
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Response to Comment LC2-1 
Please see response to Common Comment 4 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS. 

Response to Comment LC2-2 
The City of Kent has been planning for denser mixed-use development in 
the Midway Subarea, east of the Highline College campus. Potential 
future land uses are described in Section 4.2, Land Use, of the Final EIS.  
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No Comments 
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Associated Students of Highline College, Latonya Brisbane 
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Response to Comment LC3-1 
Please see response to Common Comment 4 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS.  
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30th District Democrats 
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Response to Comment LC4-1 
Please see response to Common Comment 1 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS. Indirect effects from TOD are described in Section 4.2, Land 
Use, of the Final EIS. The Preferred Alternative is the lowest-cost 
alternative. 
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Response to Comment LC5-1 
Please see response to comment letter FW297. 
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Transportation Choices 
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No Comments 
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Response to Comment LC6-1 
Chapter 8, Alternatives Evaluation, includes a comparison of alternatives 
and shows the trade-offs between alternatives, including ridership, cost, 
and environmental impacts. 

Response to Comment LC6-2 
Please see responses to Common Comments 1 and 4 in Table 9-6 of 
Chapter 9 of the Final EIS. Without stations at S 216th and 260th Streets, 
these areas would still be accessible from RapidRide A Line. Commuters 
would be able to transfer between RapidRide A Line and light rail. 

Response to Comment LC6-3 
Please see responses to Common Comments 1 and 8. 
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Response to Comment LC6-4 
Please see response to Common Comment 1. 

Response to Comment LC6-5 
Please see response to Common Comment 4. 

Response to Comment LC6-6 
Your support for a Federal Way Transit Center station near SR 99 at 
S 316th Street due to TOD potential has been noted. Please see response 
to Common Comment 11. 

Response to Comment LC6-7 
Please see response to Common Comment 5. Sound Transit is not 
proposing to charge for parking as part of this project. The policy 
framework for parking management is in place, and both the Board-
adopted ST3 plan language and financial plan assume fully managed 
parking in the future. The 2016/2017 implementation of permit parking 
at 10 ST facilities is a first step in the broader parking management 
discussion. Further Board action and regional coordination will be 
required before a commitment to paid parking at FWLE and other 
facilities can be made. 

Response to Comment LC6-8 
Sound Transit offers low-income fares for all its forms of transit (light rail, 
bus, and Sounder train). Sound Transit's Transit-Oriented Development 
Policy includes goals for providing affordable housing in station areas. As 
described in Section 7.6.3 of Chapter 7, Environmental Justice recent 
state legislation authorizing Sound Transit to seek funding for ST3 created 
additional requirements intended to maximize opportunities for 
affordable housing. It requires Sound Transit to offer properties 
considered suitable for housing first to a defined class of qualified 
entities, including cities, housing authorities, and nonprofit housing 
developers. Because the requirement is contingent on the successful 
passage of the ST3 ballot measure, the Sound Transit Board of Directors 
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will determine how it will implement the law in late 2016 or early 2017. This will 
likely require amendments to the TOD and Surplus Property Disposition Policies, 
and new administrative procedures. Many of the future Sound Transit TOD parcels 
in FWLE station areas will likely need to be evaluated for suitability for housing; 
affordable housing may be a substantial programmatic element in all station areas. 

Response to Comment LC6-9 
Please see response to Common Comment 5. As described in Chapter 2, 
Alternatives Considered, of the Final EIS, the Preferred Kent/Des Moines Station 
would have approximately 1,000 parking spaces (500 surface, 500 in a new garage) 
if it is used as an interim terminus. Parking would then be reduced to 500 spaces at 
this station when the system is extended south, with additional parking at other 
stations. 

Response to Comment LC6-10 
Sound Transit completed a Sounder Station Access Study in 2012, and planning for 
access improvements at the Puyallup and Sumner stations has been underway 
since 2014. Planning for access improvements at the Auburn and Kent stations 
began in 2016 when funding became available. 

Response to Comment LC6-11 
Sound Transit is committed to working with the local jurisdictions, including the 
cities and King County Metro, to improve access to the FWLE stations. Sound 
Transit held stakeholder workshops that included local jurisdictions and King 
County Metro, which helped identify needs for improved non-motorized access to 
station areas and clarify zones of responsibility for funding and building such 
improvements. The Conceptual Transit Plan for this project was also updated in 
coordination with King County Metro and includes new routes and more frequent 
service for existing routes to improve access to the Preferred Alternative stations. 
The transit analysis in Appendix G1 and Chapter 3 of the Final EIS reflects this.  
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Response to Comment LC6-12 
Section 4.6, Air Quality, of the Final EIS describes existing air quality in the 
corridor. The SR 99 and Preferred alternatives both have Kent/Des 
Moines stations near SR 99 and both have Federal Way Transit Center 
stations near the transit center. The S 272nd Station associated with the 
Preferred Alternative and SR 99 to I-5 Alternative would be closer to I-5 
than the S 272nd Redondo Station associated with the SR 99 and I-5 to SR 
99 alternatives.  

Response to Comment LC6-13 
Please see responses to Common Comments 4 and 6 and response to 
comment LC6-8 in this letter. A station west of SR 99 would not require 
crossing SR 99 to access Highline College; however, the majority of riders 
at this station are expected to be transit transfers from the station or 
from RapidRide A Line on SR 99. Riders transferring from RapidRide A 
Line would need to cross SR 99 for one direction of their travel regardless 
of the station location.  

Sound Transit has reached out to minority and low-income populations 
throughout the FWLE project. It will continue to reach out to provide 
information and opportunities to comment, and to implement new 
opportunities to ensure minority and low-income populations are 
engaged, and remain engaged, in the project. Chapter 7, Environmental 
Justice, and Appendix B, Public Involvement and Agency Coordination, of 
the Final EIS describe the outreach that Sound Transit has performed and 
the efforts moving forward. Section 4.4, Social Impacts, Community 
Facilities, and Neighborhoods, and Chapter 7 describe Sound Transit’s 
Transit-Oriented Development Policy related to affordable housing in 
station areas. Jurisdictions along the FWLE corridor have adopted 
affordable-housing goals and policies in their comprehensive plans.  

Section 7.7, Project Benefits, in Chapter 7 describes how all of the 
alternatives would provide benefits to transit-dependent populations, 
such as improved access to transit and employment and increased 
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reliability of transit service. Studies have shown that these benefits can accrue to a 
higher degree for minority and low-income populations.  

Response to Comment LC6-14 
This hybrid was not analyzed in the Draft or Final EIS because it would be very 
similar to the SR 99 to I-5 Alternative. To cross from SR 99 to I-5 south of Lowe’s 
would increase business and/or residential displacements and potentially increase 
the length of guideway in the Midway Landfill. The vacant property directly south 
of Lowe’s is currently in permitting for an affordable housing project, and other 
properties in this area are developed with commercial uses, a mobile home park, 
and the Midway Landfill. See Appendix C, Alternatives Analysis Reports, for 
additional information on the development of the SR 99 to I-5 Alternative.  

Locating the station on the west side of SR 99 instead of the east side of 30th 
Avenue S (where it is with the SR 99 to I-5 Alternative) would not substantially 
change ridership. It would be less optimal for supporting planned TOD in the 
Midway Subarea. 
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No Comments 
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Response to Comment LC7-1 
Sound Transit initiated an early scoping process for the FWLE in 2012. 
Early scoping provided the first opportunity for the public to learn about 
the project and provide their comments at the early planning stage. The 
information gathered from the public and stakeholders helped form the 
Purpose and Need as described in Chapter 1 of the Final EIS. Sound 
Transit also held stakeholder workshops, described in Section 2.1 of 
Chapter 2 in the Final EIS, which helped identify needs for improved non-
motorized access to station areas and clarify zones of responsibility for 
Sound Transit, local jurisdictions, and others in funding and building such 
improvements. Sound Transit’s System Access Policy establishes a 
framework for how the agency invests in, manages, and supports 
infrastructure and facilities to help riders access Sound Transit services. 
Sound Transit tries to encourage and improve all forms of access to its 
transit services, focusing on the properties it owns, and works 
cooperatively with local jurisdictions to promote access from surrounding 
communities.  

Response to Comment LC7-2 
Please see response to comment LC7-1 in this letter.  

Response to Comment LC7-3 
Please see response to comment LC7-1 in this letter.  
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Response to Comment LC7-4 
Each station will have a bicycle storage area with space for expansion. 
Specific bike facilities at each station will be finalized during final design. 
Sound Transit projected land uses and planned facilities in 2035 to 
estimate trip generation by mode. Section 3.5.2, Transit Service and 
Operations, of the Transportation Technical Report (Appendix G1 of the 
Final EIS) describes how the mode of access for each station was 
determined. The walk/bike mode of access for the Federal Way Transit 
Center Station was updated to 50 people per hour for the Final EIS based 
on changes in the ridership model.  

Response to Comment LC7-5 
Please see response to Common Comment 4 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS. A service road along the entire guideway is not needed for 
operation of the FWLE. 
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No Comments 
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Response to Comment LC8-1 
Chapters 3 through 7 of the Final EIS describe the benefits and impacts of 
the FWLE alternatives. Chapter 8, Alternatives Evaluation, focuses on the 
trade-offs among the alternatives in meeting the project’s purpose and 
need and describes how the benefits and impacts associated with each 
alternative relate to other alternatives. The Sound Transit Board will 
consider the impact analysis in the Final EIS, along with several other 
factors, in selecting the project to build.  
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Response to Comment LC8-2 
TOD potential was one of the factors considered by the Sound Transit 
Board when identifying a Preferred Alternative. An updated summary of 
TOD potential is included in Section 4.2, Land Use, and the Executive 
Summary. Local jurisdictions determine zoning regulations and design 
guidelines for development, including transit-oriented development and 
requirements for non-motorized improvements. Please see response to 
Common Comment 8 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of the Final EIS regarding 
investment in disadvantaged communities. 

Response to Comment LC8-3 
 Please see response to Common Comment 11.  

Response to Comment LC8-4 
Please see responses to Common Comments 1 and 8. Section 4.2, Land 
Use, summarizes the TOD analysis updated for the Final EIS. Chapter 8, 
Alternatives Evaluation, compares the alternatives and shows the trade-
offs among them, including ridership, cost, and environmental impacts. 
Section 3.5.2, Transit Service and Operations, contains updated ridership 
data. 
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Response	to	Comment	LC8‐5	
As described in Chapter 3, Transportation Environment and 

Consequences, and Section 4.6, Air Quality and Greenhouse Gases, all 

FWLE alternatives would have similar reductions in greenhouse gas 

emissions, reduction in traffic congestion, and increasing regional 

mobility. 

Response	to	Comment	LC8‐6	
Please see response to Common Comment 1. All of the alternatives 

increase transit access and support the TOD potential planned for in 

Kent’s Midway Subarea Plan and the Federal Way City Center Element of 

Federal Way’s Comprehensive Plan.  

   



Futurewise 
Page 5 

 

 

Response to Comment LC8-7 
All FWLE alternatives would include improvements in station areas for 
access. Chapter 5, Construction, of the Final EIS describes how the SR 99 
Alternative would include street reconstruction to widen the existing 
SR 99 roadway on one or both sides in some locations to allow space in 
the median for construction of the guideway columns. This street 
reconstruction would also include rebuilding sidewalks to maintain their 
current width.  

Response to Comment LC8-8 
Please see response to Common Comment 1. 

  



Futurewise 
Page 6 

 

 

Response to Comment LC8-9 
Please see response to Common Comment 1. The Preferred Kent/Des 
Moines Station and Federal Way Transit Center Station would be in the 
same general locations for all alternatives. The RapidRide A Line would 
continue to provide access to businesses along SR 99 between these 
stations. 
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Response	to	Comment	LC8‐10	
Section 4.6, Air Quality, of the Final EIS describes existing air quality in the 

corridor. The SR 99 and Preferred alternatives both have Kent/Des 

Moines stations near SR 99 and both have Federal Way Transit Center 

stations near the transit center and therefore would not differ in 

exposure to air pollution. The S 272nd Station associated with the 

Preferred Alternative and SR 99 to I‐5 Alternative would be slightly closer 

to I‐5 than the S 272nd Redondo Station associated with the SR 99 and I‐5 

to SR 99 alternatives. The period of time that riders would be at the S 

272nd Star Lake Station waiting for a train would be 15 minutes or less, 

and adverse health effects would not be expected from this short 

duration.  

Response	to	Comment	LC8‐11	
Please see response to Common Comment 1. Sound Transit updated the 

TOD analysis in Section 4.2, Land Use, of the Final EIS.  

Response	to	Comment	LC8‐12	
Please see response to Common Comment 1. 
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