
Individuals 





Letter FW001 
Huxtable, Branden 
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Response to Comment I1-1 
Station access improvements, both transit and non-motorized, are 
described in Chapters 2 and 3 of the Final EIS. A bridge across S 240th 
Street is not proposed as part of the FWLE. 

 



Letter FW002 
Hobbs, Michael 

Page 1 

 

 

Response to Comment I2-1 
Please see response to Common Comment 1 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS. 



Letter FW003 
Anonymous 

Page 1 

 

 

Response to Comment I3-1 
Please see response to Common Comment 11 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS.  

Response to Comment I3-2 
Ridership and accessibility were factors considered by the Sound Transit 
Board in identifying the Preferred Alternative. The Board will also 
consider ridership in selecting the project to build. Sound Transit 
modified the Preferred Kent/Des Moines Station location to have access 
and projected ridership similar to the SR 99 Alternative. 



Letter FW004 
Brooks, Walter 
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Response to Comment I4-1 
All FWLE alternatives include two stations between the Angle Lake 
Station and the Federal Way Transit Center, including one at Highline 
College. Both the Kent/Des Moines and Federal Way Transit Center 
stations are in areas where transit-oriented development (TOD) is 
planned for by local governments. There are currently no plans to 
provide service to the Weyerhaeuser property on the east side of I-5. 

Response to Comment I4-2 
Please see responses to Common Comments 1 and 5 in Table 9-6 of 
Chapter 9 of the Final EIS. 

Response to Comment I4-3 
All FWLE alternatives would have a Kent/Des Moines Station that would 
provide access to Highline College. Please see Chapter 2, Alternatives 
Considered, for a description of all the alternatives. 

Response to Comment I4-4 
Please see response to Common Comment 1. 

Response to Comment I4-5 
Please see response to Common Comment 10.  

Response to Comment I4-6 
Please see response to Common Comment 10. Sound Transit is 
evaluating the potential for federal funding for the FWLE. As described in 
Section 2.5.1, Project Funding, additional funding sources could include 
Federal Transit Administration (FTA) grants. Energy needs to operate the 
FWLE and the fuel source mix of the energy supplier in the study area are 
described in Section 4.10, Energy Impacts. 

  



Letter FW005 
Walter, Christopher 
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Response to Comment I5-1 
Please see response to Common Comment 1 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS. 



Letter FW006 
Pines, Roger 
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Response to Comment I6-1 
No comments provided. 



Letter FW007 
Clark, Justin 
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Response to Comment I7-1 
Please see response to Common Comment 1 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS.  



Letter FW008 
Schuler, Eric 
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Response to Comment I8-1 
Please see response to Common Comment 11 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS 

Response to Comment I8-2 
Express service as suggested here is not part of this project and is not 
proposed by Sound Transit at this time. Please see the project Purpose 
and Need described in Chapter 1 of the Final EIS.  

Response to Comment I8-3 
Please see response to Common Comment 5. 



Letter FW009 
Stephenson, Andrew 

Page 1 

 

 

Response to Comment I9-1 
Please see response to Common Comment 1 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS. Section 4.6.1, Non-motorized Elements, of Appendix G1, 
Transportation Technical Report of the Final EIS, describes improvements 
Sound Transit would implement near stations to ensure safe pedestrian 
access. 

Response to Comment I9-2 
Express service as suggested here is not part of this project and is not 
proposed by Sound Transit at this time. Please see the project Purpose 
and Need described in Chapter 1 of the Final EIS. 

Response to Comment I9-3 
Section 4.6.1, Non-motorized Elements of Appendix G1, Transportation 
Technical Report of the Final EIS, describes improvements Sound Transit 
would implement near stations to ensure safe pedestrian access. 

  



Stephenson, Andrew  
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No comments 



Letter FW010 
Brooks, Ben 
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Response to Comment I10-1 
Please see response to Common Comment 1 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS. All FWLE alternatives would be grade-separated and have 
stations at Kent/Des Moines (to serve Highline College), S 272nd Street, 
and the Federal Way Transit Center. Chapter 8 of the Final EIS discusses 
the various trade-offs among the alternatives.  

Response to Comment I10-2 
Please see response to Common Comment 3. 

Response to Comment I10-3 
Please see Section 4.1, Acquisitions, Displacements, and Relocations, of 
the Final EIS for additional information on property acquisition, 
relocations, and displacements. 

Response to Comment I10-4 
Please see response to Common Comment 5. Section 3.4.2 of the Final 
EIS describes changes in bus routes to provide access to the FWLE 
stations and Section 3.4.6 of the Final EIS describes planned 
improvements for non-motorized users to facilitate access. 



Letter FW011 
Karnes, Chris 
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Response to Comment I11-1 
The SR 99 Alternative would have the same travel time as the Preferred 
Alternative and the I-5 to SR 99 Alternative. Travel times for each 
alternative and station option are presented in Section 4.2.3, Transit 
Travel Time, of Appendix G1, Transportation Technical Report, of the 
Final EIS. Please see response to Common Comment 6 in Table 9-6 of 
Chapter 9 of the Final EIS. 

Response to Comment I11-2 
Please see response to Common Comment 11.  

Response to Comment I11-3 
The travel time for the Preferred Alternative would the same as the SR 99 
Alternative. Travel times for each alternative and station option are 
presented in Section 4.2.3, Transit Travel Time, of Appendix G1, 
Transportation Technical Report, of the Final EIS. Please see response to 
Common Comment 11. 

Response to Comment I11-4 
Please see response to Common Comment 11.  

Response to Comment I11-5 
Please see response to Common Comment 6. 



Letter FW012 
Young, Levi 

Page 1 

 

 

Response to Comment I12-1 
Please see Chapter 5, Construction, for a description of construction 
methods, impacts, and mitigation. Section 5.2.1, Transportation, 
describes potential closures of SR 99 to construct the SR 99 Alternative. 



Letter FW013 
Wasiewicz, Leon 

Page 1 

 

 

Response to Comment I13-1 
Chapter 2, Alternatives Considered, and Chapter 3, Transportation, of the 
Final EIS describes the parking associated with each station. 

Response to Comment I13-2 
The Sound Transit Board considers input from all stakeholders, including 
members of the public, when identifying the Preferred Alternative and 
selecting the project to be built. 



Letter FW014 
Coleman, Nikole 
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Response to Comment I14-1 
Please see response to Common Comment 1 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS. 

Response to Comment I14-2 
Please see response to Common Comment 5.  

Response to Comment I14-3 
Please see response to Common Comment 11.  

Response to Comment I14-4 
Section 3.5.2 of the Final EIS provides travel times between the FWLE and 
several regional destinations. The greatest travel time savings will be 
between Federal Way Transit Center and Sea-Tac Airport. Please see also 
response to Common Comment 8. 



Letter FW015 
NewPort Village 
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Response to Comment I15-1 
Please see response to Common Comment 1 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS. 

Response to Comment I15-2 
Please see response to Common Comment 3. 

Response to Comment I15-3 
Please see response to Common Comment 11.  

Response to Comment I15-4 
Please see response to comment I15-2 above. 



Letter FW017 
Weerts, Jon 
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Response to Comment I16-1 
Please see response to Common Comment 1 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS.  

Response to Comment I16-2 
Section 4.5, Visual and Aesthetic Resources, of the Final EIS describes 
visual impacts of the FWLE. Existing vegetation on the east side of I-5 
between the freeway and residences to the east would screen views of 
these residences. 

Response to Comment I16-3 
As described in Section 4.12, Hazardous Materials, of the Final EIS, the 
landfill has been closed for over 20 years and contamination at the site 
was to groundwater. Monitoring of groundwater is ongoing but would 
not affect station users. 

Response to Comment I16-4 
This option is not designed to connect to SR 99. 

Response to Comment I16-5 
Please see response to Common Comment 7. 



Letter FW018 
Osborne, Kerry 
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Response to Comment I17-1 
Please see response to Common Comment 2 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS. 



Letter FW019 
Thompson, Mike 

Page 1 

 

 

Response to Comment I18-1 
Please see response to Common Comment 6 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS. 

Response to Comment I18-2 
Please see response to Common Comment 11.



Letter FW020 
Hagen-Lillevik, Severin 
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Response to Comment I19-1 
Please see response to Common Comment 1 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS. 

Response to Comment I19-2 
Please see response to Common Comment 11. 

Response to Comment I19-3 
Please see Section 4.9, Ecosystems, of the Final EIS, which documents the 
amount of vegetation affected.  

 

 



Letter FW021 
Smith, Suzanne 
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Response to Comment I20-1 
Please see response to Common Comment 11 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS. 



Letter FW022 
Biddlecom, Mark 
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Response to Comment I21-1 
Please see response to Common Comment 4 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS.  

Response to Comment I21-2 
Please see response to Common Comment 11.  

Response to Comment I21-3 
Please see response to Common Comment 4. 



Letter FW023 
Gemmill, Matthew 
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Response to Comment I22-1 
Please see response to Common Comment 1 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS. 

Response to Comment I22-2 
Based on additional data collected during preliminary design after the 
Draft EIS was published, the Preferred Alternative could be constructed 
across the landfill. Please see response to Common Comment 1.  

Response to Comment I22-3 
Please see response to Common Comment 11.  

Response to Comment I22-4 
Please see response to Common Comment 11. 

Response to Comment I22-5 
Sound Transit is committed to mitigating project impacts. Details about 
proposed mitigation are provided in Appendix H. 



Letter FW024 
Kuznetsov, Alexey 
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Response to Comment I23-1 
Please see response to Common Comment 1 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS. 



Letter FW025 
Condon, William 
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Response to Comment I24-1 
Please see response to Common Comment 4 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS. 

Response to Comment I24-2 
Please see response to Common Comment 10. 



Letter FW026 
Wayne, Jason 
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Response to Comment I25-1 
Please see response to Common Comment 1 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS. 

Response to Comment I25-2 
Please see response to Common Comment 1. Section 2.2.3.5 in Chapter 
2, Alternatives Considered, describes that the Landfill Median Alignment 
Option was developed during the Draft EIS to address uncertainties about 
geologic conditions under the landfill and regulatory requirements for 
construction. Geotechnical borings completed to date confirm that 
crossing the landfill is feasible.  



Letter FW027 
Whalen, David 
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Response to Comment I26-1 
Please see response to Common Comment 1 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS. 

Response to Comment I26-2 
Sound Transit is committed to mitigating project impacts. Details about 
proposed mitigation are provided in Appendix H. 

Response to Comment I26-3 
 Please see response to Common Comment 11. All alternatives have 
grade-separated crossings. 

 



Letter FW028 
Cathcart, Richard 
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Response to Comment I27-1 
See Section 4.1, Acquisitions, Displacements, and Relocations, for a 
discussion of business and residential displacements, as well as the 
relocation process and benefits provided to displaced residents.  

Response to Comment I27-2 
 Please see response to Common Comment 4 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS. 

Response to Comment I27-3 
Please see response to Common Comment 1.  

Response to Comment I27-4 
Please see response to Common Comment 1.



Letter FW029 
Nunez, Angela 
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Response to Comment I28-1 
Please see response to Common Comment 1 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS. 

Response to Comment I28-2 
Please see response to Common Comment 5. 

Response to Comment I28-3 
Please see response to Common Comment 5. Improved bus service to 
access each station is included as part of the FWLE and is described in 
Chapter 3, Transportation, of the Final EIS. Ordinances to reduce parking 
are determined by local jurisdictions. 

Response to Comment I28-4 
The FWLE EIS has been funded by taxes collected as part of the ST2 voter-
approved tax package. Sound Transit would surplus properties acquired 
for project construction but not needed for operation of the FWLE (such 
as staging areas outside of highway right-of-way) in accordance with 
Sound Transit’s Real Property Excess, Surplus, and Disposition Policy. 
Redevelopment of the property would depend on several factors 
including local land use plans, policies, and regulations. 

Response to Comment I28-5 
All of Sound Transit’s notices and literature for the FWLE offer translation 
services. Project fact sheets, as well as articles for newsletters, websites, 
and other communication tools are translated into other languages, and 
interpreters were available at many of the public meetings/outreach 
events. Additional information on Sound Transit’s outreach to non-
English-speaking populations is provided in Chapter 7, Environmental 
Justice, of the Final EIS.  



Letter FW031 
Bardwell, Tyron 
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Response to Comment I29-1 
Please see response to Common Comment 2 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS. 



Letter FW032 
Fagan-Schmieder, Kellie 

Page 1 

 

 

Response to Comment I30-1 
In developing alternatives Sound Transit avoided and minimized impacts 
where possible, but some displacements would be unavoidable. 
Appendix D4.1 identifies parcels that could potentially be acquired by the 
FWLE alternatives. Section 4.1, Acquisitions, Displacements, and 
Relocations, describes the property acquisition and relocation processes, 
and the relocation assistance and benefits that Sound Transit will 
provide.  



Letter FW033 
Anonymous 
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Response to Comment I31-1 
Please see response to Common Comment 1 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS. 

Response to Comment I31-2 
Please see response to Common Comment 11.  



Letter FW034 
Lasersohn, Jim 
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Response to Comment I32-1 
Please see response to Common Comment 1 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS. 



Letter FW035 
Anonymous 

Page 1 

 

 

Response to Comment I33-1 
Please see response to Common Comment 1 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS. 



Letter FW036 
Deriugin, Alex 
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Response to Comment I34-1 
Please see response to Common Comment 1 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS. 



Letter FW037 
Robertson, Gary 
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Response to Comment I35-1 
Please see response to Common Comment 11 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS. 



Letter FW038 
M, Eric 
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Response to Comment I36-1 
Please see responses to Common Comments 1 and 4 in Table 9-6 of 
Chapter 9 of the Final EIS.  



Letter FW039 
Condon, William 
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Response to Comment I37-1 
Please see response to Common Comment 1 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS. Section 4.5, Visual and Aesthetic Resources, of the Final EIS 
describes potential visual impacts of the FWLE. 

Response to Comment I37-2 
Section 4.5, Visual and Aesthetic Resources, of the Final EIS discusses 
visual impacts from all FWLE alternatives as well as potential 
minimization and mitigation measures. 

Response to Comment I37-3 
Sound Transit evaluated and screened out tunnel profiles during the 
alternatives analysis phase of the project. More information on why 
tunnel profiles were not carried forward can be found in the Level 1 
Alternatives Screening Report available on Sound Transit’s website. The 
guideway is elevated in front of Federal Way High School and near the 
Federal Way Transit Center instead of at-grade to allow for grade-
separated road crossings, which ensure reliability and avoid potential 
conflicts between cars and pedestrians. 

Response to Comment I37-4 
Please see response to Common Comment 10. 



Letter FW040 
Gostisha, Zachery 

Page 1 

 

 

Response to Comment I38-1 
Please see response to Common Comment 2 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS. 

Response to Comment I38-2 
Section 4.5, Visual and Aesthetic Resources, of the Final EIS discusses 
visual impacts from all FWLE alternatives as well as potential 
minimization and mitigation measures. Some of the SR 99 Alternative 
station options include trench profiles where the trackway is cut into the 
ground with a retaining wall on one or both sides. These options are 
described in Chapter 2, Alternatives Considered, and include: the 
Potential Additional S 216th West Station Option, Kent/Des Moines 
Highline Campus Station Option, and the S272nd Redondo Trench Station 
Option. 

Response to Comment I38-3 
Please see response to Common Comment 3. Section 4.4, Social Impacts, 
Community Facilities, and Neighborhoods, of the Final EIS describes the 
impacts on neighborhoods from all alternatives, including acquisitions, 
noise, vibration, and visual impacts. The Kent/Des Moines and Federal 
Way stations would be in the same general location (within 1,000) feet 
for all alternatives. Sound Transit, in partnership with various 
stakeholders, will examine ways to improve access in the Preferred 
Alternative’s S 272nd station area. After the Draft EIS was published 
Sound Transit made refinements to the Preferred Alternative to improve 
station access as described in Chapter 2, Alternatives Considered.  

Response to Comment I38-4 
Please see response to Common Comment 11. 



Letter FW041 
Lopez, Jesus 

Page 1 

 

 

Response to Comment I39-1 
Please see response to Common Comment 1 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS.  

Response to Comment I39-2 
Please see response to Common Comment 11. Factors considered when 
determining the profile of light rail are described in Chapter 2, 
Alternatives Considered, of the Final EIS. 

Response to Comment I39-3 
Please see response to Common Comment 11. 

  



 
Letter FW042 
Hassen, Bill 
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Response to Comment I40-1 
TOD is an abbreviation for "transit-oriented development." Transit-
oriented development is defined in the Glossary in Appendix A4. 
Additional information about TOD as part of the FWLE can be found in 
Section 4.2, Land Use. 

  



 
Letter FW043 
Mitchell, Ben 
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Response to Comment I41-1 
Please see response to Common Comment 1 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS. 



Letter FW045 
Mead, Alek 
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Response to Comment I42-1 
Please see response to Common Comment 11 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS.  

Response to Comment I42-2 
See Section 3.5.2, Transit Service and Operations, of the Final EIS for a 
discussion of ridership and mode of access. 

Response to Comment I42-3 
Please see response to Common Comment 3. The Kent/Des Moines and 
Federal Way stations would be in the same general location (within 
1,000) feet for all alternatives. Sound Transit, in partnership with various 
stakeholders, will examine ways to improve access in the Preferred 
Alternative’s S 272nd station area. After the Draft EIS was published 
Sound Transit made refinements to the Preferred Alternative to improve 
station access as described in Chapter 2, Alternatives Considered.  

Response to Comment I42-4 
Please see response to Common Comment 11.  

Response to Comment I42-5 
Please see response to Common Comment 11.  

Response to Comment I42-6 
Chapter 8, Alternatives Evaluation, of the Final EIS provides a comparison 
of key environmental impacts among the FWLE alternatives. Section 4.2 
of Appendix G1, Transportation Technical Report, of the Final EIS 
describes proposed changes in transit operations with the FWLE and 
discusses impacts on transit level of service, including service frequency 
and hours of service. 

Response to Comment I42-7 
Please see response to Common Comment 10. 



Letter FW046 
Pina, E Gary 

Page 1 

 

 

Response to Comment I43‐1 
Please see responses to Common Comments 1 and 3 in Table 9‐6 of 

Chapter 9 of the Final EIS. 

Response to Comment I43‐2 
As described in Section 5.2.13, Hazardous Materials, asbestos or lead 

could be released while demolishing, removing, and disposing of 

structures. Sound Transit will adhere to applicable regulations regarding 

hazardous materials handling during construction.  

Response to Comment I43‐3 
Please see response to Common Comment 11.    



Letter FW047 
Boosman, Frank 
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Response to Comment I44-1 
Please see response to Common Comment 1 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS. 

Response to Comment I44-2 
Please see response to Common Comment 11. 



 
Letter FW048 
Ojeda II, Reyes 
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Response to Comment I45-1 
Please see response to Common Comment 1 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS. All FWLE stations would be accessible by bus because bus 
service is planned at each station. Sound Transit continues to coordinate 
with King County Metro and Pierce Transit regarding transit integration at 
FWLE stations. See Section 3.5.2, Transit Service and Operations, of the 
Final EIS for a discussion of planned transit improvements. 

Response to Comment I45-2 
Please see response to Common Comment 11.  

Response to Comment I45-3 
Please see response to Common Comment 11. 

  



 
Letter FW049 
Reidy, Cornelius 
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Response to Comment I46-1 
Please see response to Common Comment 11 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS.  

Response to Comment I46-2 
The Federal Way SR 99 Station Option for the SR 99 and I-5 to SR 99 
alternatives includes a station to the south of the property mentioned.  

Response to Comment I46-3 
Please see response to Common Comment 5. 

  



 
Letter FW050 
Anderson, Matthew 
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Response to Comment I47-1 
Please see response to Common Comment 1 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS.  

Response to Comment I47-2 
Please see Section 5.2.1 of Chapter 5, Construction, of the Final EIS for 
information on potential traffic impacts from construction of the Landfill 
Median Alignment Option. As described in Section 3.5.2, Transit Service 
and Operations, bus service would complement the FWLE, and transit 
agencies have identified conceptual bus service plans that could be 
integrated with light rail.  

Response to Comment I47-3 
Please see response to Common Comment 11.  

Response to Comment I47-4 
Sound Transit is required to comply with the National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA) if federal funding is used for a project as well as for any 
federal permits needed for the project. The Sound Transit Long-Range 
Plan does not currently include Link extensions to Kent or Auburn, but 
does include an extension south to Tacoma that could occur on SR 99 or 
I-5. 

  



 
Letter FW051 
West, Ken 
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Response to Comment I48-1 
Please see response to Common Comment 5 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS. 

  



 
Letter FW052 
Gutschmidt, Jeffrey 
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Response to Comment I49-1 
Please see response to Common Comment 11 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS.   



 
Letter FW053 
Taratuta, Iryna 
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Response to Comment I50-1 
Please see response to Common Comment 1 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS. 

  



 
Letter FW054 
Strader, Ian 
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Response to Comment I51-1 
Please see response to Common Comment 1 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS. 

  



 
Letter FW055 
Williams, Ricky 
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Response to Comment I52-1 
Please see response to Common Comment 11 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS.  



 
Letter FW056 
DePoppe, Richard 
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Response to Comment I53-1 
The FWLE would operate within its own (exclusive) right-of-way, so it 
would not conflict with vehicular traffic. An accident on SR 99 would not 
impact the operation of light rail vehicles. Sections 4.2, Land Use, and 4.3, 
Economics, provide information on TOD potential around the stations.  

Response to Comment I53-2 
Section 2.2.7 of the Final EIS provides the operating schedule expected 
for the FWLE. The capacity of Link trains could be expanded by increasing 
the number of cars.  



 

Letter FW057 
Vandehey, Kevin 
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Response to Comment I54-1 
Mass transit will continue to be critical during the evolution and ultimate 
implementation of future automated vehicle technology. With 
automated vehicle technology there would still be fixed constraints on 
how many vehicles, automated or standard, can fit into the region’s most 
congested areas. 

Although automated vehicle technology is moving quickly, the timeline 
for fully-automated (including completely unoccupied) cars is very 
uncertain and requires the resolution of numerous policy issues. The 
technology will also not necessarily or automatically have a net positive 
impact on congestion or transportation system capacity. Gains could 
easily be cancelled by unoccupied cars returning to other locations after 
dropping off passengers rather than parking, or by people sending cars 
on trips that would not have otherwise occurred if an occupant had to 
endure the congestion.  

At such time that fleets of fully automated vehicles do become feasible, 
mass transit will be complementary, providing potential improvements to 
last-mile connections between transit centers where people can access 
congestion-free travel without sending more vehicles into high-demand 
areas. 

Response to Comment I54-2 
As described in Section 3.5.2.4 of Chapter 3, Transportation, of the Final 
EIS, FWLE alternatives are projected to have ridership ranging from 
31,000 to 39,500 daily riders. Chapter 1, Purpose and Need, of the Final 
EIS describes the purpose and need for the FWLE.  

Sound Transit has coordinated with Washington State Department of 
Transportation and the Federal Highway Administration about the use of 
highway right-of-way and to ensure the FWLE would not conflict with 
future uses of the right-or-way. Funding for this project would be from 



Vandehey, Kevin 
Page 1 (continued) 
tax levies specifically for this purpose and possibly federal grants for transit 

projects, and would not take funding from roadway projects. 

Section 4.14, Public Services, Safety, and Security, provides information on crime 

and how crime at transit facilities is not anticipated to increase, along with 

information on measures to minimize crime. Section 4.3, Economics, describes 

potential indirect impacts of the FWLE on property values. Section 4.5, Visual and 

Aesthetic Resources, describes visual impacts and proposed mitigation. Section 

4.13, Electromagnetic Fields, provides information on radio wave impacts. 

 



 
 

Letter FW058 
Emiley, Mark 
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Response to Comment I55-1 
Please see response to Common Comment 1 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS. 

Response to Comment I55-2 
Please see response to Common Comment 5. 

  



 
Letter FW059 
Uhrich, Lisa 
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Response to Comment I56-1 
Please see response to Common Comment 11 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS.  

Response to Comment I56-2 
Please see response to Common Comment 10. 

  



 
Letter FW060 
Dodge, Adam 
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Response to Comment I57-1 
Please see response to Common Comment 1 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS. 

  



 
Letter FW061 
Estes, Kenneth 
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Response to Comment I59-1 
Please see response to Common Comment 11 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS.  

Response to Comment I59-2 
Please see response to Common Comment 1. 



 
Letter FW062 
Estes, Kenneth 
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Response to Comment I58-1 
Your comment regarding the naming of Sound Transit Link stations has 
been noted. 

  



Estes, Kenneth 
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No comments 



 
Letter FW063 
Bellinghausen, Jeff 
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Response to Comment I60-1 
Please see response to Common Comment 2 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS.  



 
Letter FW064 
Hrisko, Cynthia 
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Response to Comment I61-1 
Please see response to Common Comment 11 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS.   



 
Letter FW065 
Petersen, Gary & Adele 
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Response to Comment I62-1 
Please see responses to Common Comments 2 and 4 in Table 9-6 of 
Chapter 9 of the Final EIS. All of the build alternatives would operate in 
exclusive right-of-way, outside of traffic. 
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Response to Comment I63-1 
Please see responses to letter FW065.  
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Response to Comment I64-1 
Please see response to Common Comment 1 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS. 

Response to Comment I64-2 
Section 4.5, Visual and Aesthetic Resources, and Section 4.9, Ecosystems, 
have been updated to provide further analysis of impacts from 
vegetation removal.  

Response to Comment I64-3 
Please see response to Common Comment 4. Section 4.2, Land Use, of 
the Final EIS describes the consistency of all FWLE alternatives with local, 
regional, and state land-use plans.  
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Response to Comment I65-1 
Please see response to Common Comment 7 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS. 

Response to Comment I65-2 
All FWLE alternatives would have a station near Highline College.  

Response to Comment I65-3 
Please see response to Common Comment 11. 

Response to Comment I65-4 
Sound Transit serves the urban areas of King, Pierce, and Snohomish 
Counties. Amtrak provides rail service linking the Puget Sound region to 
Canada and Oregon. 
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Response to Comment I66-1 
Please see response to Common Comment 2 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS. Section 3.5.4, Safety, in Chapter 3, Transportation 
Environment and Consequences, provides information on traffic safety. 
Visual impacts are described in Section 4.5, Visual and Aesthetic 
Resources, of the Final EIS. 
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Response to Comment I67-1 
Please see response to Common Comment 1 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS. 

Response to Comment I67-2 
Please see response to Common Comment 11. 
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Response to Comment I68-1 
Section 4.6, Air Quality and Greenhouse Gases, describes reductions in 
emissions and greenhouse gases and improvements in air quality. Section 
4.14, Public Services, Safety, and Security, describes how crime is not 
anticipated to increase at transit facilities and that there are no 
differences among the alternatives in terms of safety. The FWLE 
alternatives operate in exclusive right-of-way, outside of traffic. 

Response to Comment I68-2 
Improvements to I-5 would not meet the purpose and need for the 
project. As described in Chapter 1, Purpose and Need for Federal Way 
Link Extension, of the Final EIS, the purpose of the project includes 
providing a rapid, reliable, accessible, and efficient alternative for travel 
and expanding mobility by improving connections to the regional 
multimodal transportation system. 

Response to Comment I68-3 
Please see response to Common Comment 11 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS.  

Response to Comment I68-4 
Please see response to Common Comment 11. Updated ridership 
information is provided in Section 3.5.2, Transit Service and Operations, 
of the Final EIS. 
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No comments  
No comments provided. 

  



 
Letter FW075 
Maney, Mary Ann 

Page 1 

 

 

Response to Comment I70-1 
Please see response to Common Comment 1 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS. 
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Response to Comment I71-1 
Please see responses to Common Comments 1 and 4 in Table 9-6 of 
Chapter 9 of the Final EIS. 

Response to Comment I71-2 
Section 4.7, Noise and Vibration, provides information on the potential 
noise and vibration impacts during operation of the FWLE and proposed 
mitigation. All noise impacts could be mitigated.   
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Response to Comment I72-1 
Please see response to Common Comment 1 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS. 

Response to Comment I72-2 
Section 3.5.2, Transit Service and Operations, provides information on 
the ridership forecasts for the FWLE alternatives.  

Response to Comment I72-3 
Please see response to comment 172-2 above and response to Common 
Comment 3.  

Response to Comment I72-4 
 Please see response to Common Comment 11.  

Response to Comment I72-5 
Please see response to Common Comment 11. 
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Response to Comment I73-1 
Please see response to Common Comment 1 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS. 
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Response to Comment I74-1 
Please see response to Common Comment 1 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS. 
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Response to Comment I75-1 
Please see response to Common Comment 11 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS.  
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Respuesta al Comentario I76-1 
Respuesta al comentario frecuente 1: El Capítulo 8 de la Declaración Final 
de Impacto Ambiental (Environmental Impact Statement, EIS) compara 
las alternativas, incluye los intercambios entre los pasajeros, el costo y el 
impacto ambiental. Las alternativas del I-5 son más específicas que los 
lineamientos de la Ruta Estatal 99 (State Route, SR 99) de muchos de los 
desarrollos residenciales multifamiliares con mayor densidad y los usos 
comerciales del SR 99. Sin embargo, las estaciones Kent/Des Moines y 
Federal Way se ubicarían en los mismos lugares (a 1,000 pies), 
independientemente de las alternativas. Estas estaciones también se 
encuentran en áreas que las ciudades han identificado con el mayor 
aumento de densidad, crecimiento y desarrollo orientado al transporte 
(Transit-Oriented Development, TOD). El área de la estación Kent/Des 
Moines es donde Kent y Des Moines apuntan a urbanizaciones de alta 
densidad, mientras que Federal Way planifica una urbanización de mayor 
uso mixto cerca de la estación Federal Way.  

La Alternativa SR 99 incluye posible estaciones adicionales en las calles S 
216th y S 260th. Aunque estas estaciones adicionales incrementarían la 
valoración general del TOD para la SR 99 y aumentarían el acceso 
peatonal en el sistema de tren ligero, actualmente, no existen fondos 
disponibles para desarrollar estas estaciones.  

En la estación S 272nd Redondo, las alternativas de SR 99 e I-5 hasta SR 
99 tendrían mayor posibilidad de TOD y acceso peatonal hacia la 
urbanización de uso mixto potencial futuro que las preferidas o las 
alternativas I-5 hasta SR 99. No obstante, Federal Way se concentra más 
en que su crecimiento y desarrollo suceda en el centro de la ciudad. Los 
pantanos impedirán futuros desarrollos cerca de esta estación.  

Sound Transit, conjuntamente con varias compañías interesadas, 
estudiará las formas de mejorar el acceso y las oportunidades de 
desarrollo en el área de la calle S 272nd. El personal de Sound Transit 
evaluará las formas de mejorar el potencial para el TOD en las estaciones 



Bernal, Gerardo 
Page 1 (continued) 
a lo largo de la ruta, incluyendo la Calle S 272nd. Los ejemplos podrían comprender 

el servicio de tránsito mejorado este‐oeste y mejoras en el servicio RapidRide en 

SR 99 para facilitar las conexiones con las estaciones de tren ligero, el acceso 

peatonal y de bicicletas, las iniciativas de creación del lugar y las oportunidades de 

desarrollo.  

Sound Transit y Metro King County elaboraron un Plan de Servicio de Tránsito 

Conceptual para todas las alternativas de Extensión de Conexión de Federal Way 

(Federal Way Link Extension, FWLE). Se incluirá una nueva ruta local entre Des 

Moines y Federal Way. Para la Alternativa Preferida, esta ruta brindará acceso 

entre SR 99 y la Estación Star Lake S 272nd cada 15 minutos durante las horas 

principales y cada 30 minutos al mediodía. 

La Alternativa SR 99 tendrá la menor cantidad de desalojos residenciales, pero 

ocasionará el desalojo de la mayoría de los negocios, ya que SR 99 se encuentra, en 

su mayoría, rodeada de propiedades comerciales. 

Respuesta al Comentario I76‐2 
Todas las alternativas de construcción de la FWLE se realizarán en una vía 

exclusiva, fuera del tráfico, para evitar conflictos de seguridad y operativos. 

Respuesta al Comentario I76‐3 
Respuesta al comentario frecuente 5: Sound Transit ubicó la provisión de 

estacionamientos de la FWLE, de acuerdo con la demanda de estacionamientos 

prevista y con la información de los centros de tránsito similares en la Región de 

Puget Sound y más ampliamente en otros sistemas de trenes de Estados Unidos. 

Tal como se presentó en la Sección 3.5.5 del Capítulo 3, Sound Transit evaluó, en 

su totalidad, las necesidades de estacionamiento a lo largo de la ruta y, luego, 

desarrolló estacionamientos en las estaciones a fin de satisfacer la necesidad 

estimada de acuerdo con factores, tales como: uso del terreno circundante, 

proximidad al sistema de transporte regional, acceso a las calles locales, 

congestión y ubicación de las estaciones. 

En todas las estaciones de la FWLE se dispondrá de casilleros y estacionamientos 

para bicicletas. Por favor, vea la Sección 4.14, Servicios Públicos, Protección y 

Seguridad, para una descripción completa de los servicios de seguridad 

que se ofrecen en las estaciones.  
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Response to Comment I76-1 
Please see response to Common Comment 1 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS.  

Response to Comment I76-2 
All FWLE build alternatives would operate in exclusive right-of-way, 
outside of traffic, to avoid operating and safety conflicts. 

Response to Comment I76-3 
Please see response to Common Comment 5. Parking and bike lockers 
would be provided at all FWLE stations. Please see Section 4.14, Public 
Services, Safety, and Security, for a description of security provided at 
stations.  
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Response to Comment I77-1 
Please see response to Common Comment 11 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS.  

Response to Comment I77-2 
Sound Transit uses elevated structures to cross over geographic or 
physical barriers to accommodate higher train frequencies. Coordination 
with WSDOT and the local cities during the Alternatives Analysis process 
determined that an at-grade alignment on SR 99 was not preferable due 
to traffic impacts and restrictions on left turns and u-turns. 
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Response to Comment I78-1 
Please see response to Common Comment 2 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS.  

Response to Comment I78-2 
The Federal Way Link Extension is part of the “spine” of the light rail 
system that extends north to Lynnwood, south to Federal Way, and east 
to Redmond. Driverless technology cannot be used safely on the spine 
itself, because it includes several at-grade signalized intersections north 
of Angle Lake Station, which are also used by passenger vehicles and 
pedestrians.  
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Response to Comment I79-1 
Please see response to Common Comment 1 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS. 

Response to Comment I79-2 
See Section 4.5, Visual and Aesthetic Resources, and Section 4.8, 
Ecosystem Resources, for a discussion of impacts on vegetation. 
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Response to Comment I80-1 
Please see response to Common Comment 1 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS. 

Response to Comment I80-2 
Please see Section 4.6, Air Quality and Greenhouse Gases, for a 
discussion of air quality benefits. 
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Response to Comment I81-1 
 All FWLE build alternatives would operate in exclusive right-of-way, 
outside of traffic, to avoid operating and safety conflicts.  

Response to Comment I81-2 
Sections 4.7, Noise and Vibration; 4.14, Public Services, Safety, and 
Security; and 4.17, Parklands and Open Space, discuss potential impacts 
on schools.  
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Bartholomew, Mary Ann 

Page 1 

 

 

Response to Comment I82-1 
Please see Section 3.5.3, Arterial and Local Street Operations, in Chapter 
3 of the Final EIS for a description of traffic impacts. All FWLE build 
alternatives would operate in exclusive right-of-way, outside of traffic, to 
avoid operating and safety conflicts. 

Response to Comment I82-2 
Please see response to Common Comment 2 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS. 
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Response to Comment I83-1 
Section 2.5, Estimated Project Costs and Funding, in Chapter 2 of the 
Final EIS provides a comparison of costs for all FWLE alternatives. 

Response to Comment I83-2 
Please see response to Common Comment 11 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS. 

Response to Comment I83-3 
Please see response to Common Comment 3. Refer to Section 4.7, Noise 
and Vibration, for information on potential noise impacts and mitigation. 
For all FWLE alternatives, noise impacts could be mitigated. 

Response to Comment I83-4 
Please see response to Common Comment 11.   
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Response to Comment I84-1 
Please see response to Common Comment 1 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS. 

Response to Comment I84-2 
Please see response to Common Comment 11.  
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Response to Comment I85-1 
Please see responses to Common Comments 2 and 3 in Table 9-6 of 
Chapter 9 of the Final EIS. 
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Response to Comment I86-1 
Please see response to Common Comment 11 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS.   
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Response to Comment I86-2 
Please see response to Common Comment 2. 
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Response to Comment I86-3 
Please see Section 3.5.6 in Chapter 3, Transportation, for a description of 
non-motorized access to stations. 

Response to Comment I86-4 
Please see response to Common Comment 2. Please see Section 4.9, 
Ecosystems, of the Final EIS regarding impacts on wildlife and Massey 
Creek. Chapter 8 of the Final EIS discusses trade-offs among the 
alternatives.  
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Response to Comment I86-5 
Please see Appendix D4.1, Potentially Affected Parcels, of the Final EIS for 
a list of parcels that might be affected by the FWLE. Sound Transit would 
pay fair market value for property needed for the project and would 
provide relocation assistance for those displaced. Section 4.1, 
Acquisitions, Displacements, and Relocations, describes the property 
acquisition and relocation processes, and the relocation assistance and 
benefits that Sound Transit will provide. Sound Transit evaluated 
potential impacts on wildlife and habitat. These impacts and potential 
avoidance, minimization, and mitigation measures are described in 
Section 4.9, Ecosystem Resources. 

Response to Comment I86-6 
Please see response to Common Comment 11.  



 
Letter FW092 
Peffer, Doug 
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Response to Comment I87-1 
Please see response to Common Comment 11 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS.  
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Response to Comment I88-1 
Please see responses to Common Comments 2 and 3 in Table 9-6 of 
Chapter 9 of the Final EIS.  

Response to Comment I88-2 
Chapter 2, Alternatives Considered, and Section 3.5.6, Non-motorized 
Facilities, of the Final EIS describe proposed facilities to provide local 
access to the FWLE stations. Chapter 2 also describes how Sound Transit, 
in partnership with stakeholders, modified the Preferred Alternative to 
provide better access to the station areas.  
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Response to Comment I89-1 
Please see Appendix D4.1, Potentially Affected Parcels, of the Final EIS for 
a list and maps of parcels that might be affected by the FWLE. Sound 
Transit would pay fair market value for property needed for the project, 
and would provide relocation assistance for those displaced. Section 4.1, 
Acquisitions, Displacements, and Relocations, describes the property 
acquisition and relocation processes, and the relocation assistance and 
benefits that Sound Transit will provide.   
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Response to Comment I90-1 
Please see response to Common Comment 11 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS. 

Response to Comment I90-2 
Construction impacts are described in Chapter 5, Construction of the 
Final EIS. Please see Section 5.2.1 of Chapter 5 for transportation-related 
impacts, including access.  

Response to Comment I90-3 
Please see Chapter 1, Purpose and Need, of the Final EIS for a discussion 
of the purpose and need for extending light rail from S 200th to Federal 
Way. 
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Response to Comment I91-1 
Please see response to Common Comment 2 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS.  

Response to Comment I91-2 
Please see Section 4.7, Noise and Vibration, for a discussion of noise 
impacts and proposed mitigation. All impacts could be mitigated. 

Response to Comment I91-3 
All FWLE alternatives would travel along existing transportation corridors. 
Impacts from loss of vegetation are described in Section 4.5, Visual and 
Aesthetic Resources, and Section 4.9, Ecosystems. Sound Transit would 
mitigate removal of trees in accordance with the Washington State 
Department of Transportation (WSDOT) and local jurisdiction 
requirements. Section 4.5 also describes the visual impacts of all of the 
alternatives and identifies areas where the SR 99 Alternative would 
intrude on views that residents have of the Puget Sound.  

Response to Comment I91-4 
Please see response to Common Comment 11. 
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No comments 
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Deppe, Rober 
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Response to Comment I92-1 
Please see response to Common Comment 5 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS.  
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Response to Comment I93-1 
Please see response to Common Comment 11 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS.  
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Response to Comment I94-1 
Please see response to Common Comment 2 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS. 

Response to Comment I94-2 
Please see responses to Common Comments 1 and 5. 
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Response to Comment I95-1 
Please see Section 5.2.1, Transportation, of the Final EIS, for a description 
of lane closures needed for construction of each alternative and the 
impacts from these closures. 

Response to Comment I95-2 
Please see Section 4.5, Visual and Aesthetic Resources, of the Final EIS for 
a discussion of visual impacts and potential mitigation measures for all 
FWLE alternatives. 

Response to Comment I95-3 
Please see responses to Common Comments 2, 5, and 6 in Table 9-6 of 
Chapter 9 of the Final EIS. 
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No comments 
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Response to Comment I96-1 
Please see response to Common Comment 4 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS. 
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Response to Comment I97-1 
Please see response to Common Comment 11 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS.  

Response to Comment I97-2 
All build alternatives would maintain RapidRide A Line service along 
SR 99. This service would provide access to the FWLE stations.  

Response to Comment I97-3 
Section 4.7, Noise and Vibration, provides information noise impacts 
from all FWLE alternatives. All noise impacts could be mitigated. 

Response to Comment I97-4 
Please see response to Common Comment 2.   
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Response to Comment I98-1 
Please see response to Common Comment 10 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS.  
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Response to Comment I99-1 
The number of units in a building determines the number of displaced 
businesses or residences. Please see Section 4.1, Acquisitions, 
Displacements, and Relocations, of the Final EIS for additional 
information on business displacements. 
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Response to Comment I100-1 
Please see response to Common Comment 2 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS. 

  



Letter FW107 
Hosick, Dave 

Page 1 

 

 

Response to Comment I101-1 
Please see response to Common Comment 11 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS. 

Response to Comment I101-2 
See Section 2.6, Relationship to RapidRide A Line and SR 509 Extension 
Project, of the Final EIS for a discussion of the relationship between the 
FWLE and the SR 509 Extension. The Preferred Alternative has been 
designed to not conflict with the SR 509 Extension. As design progresses 
on both projects, Sound Transit will coordinate with WSDOT to identify 
opportunities to coordinate construction and reduce costs for both 
projects. 
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Response to Comment I102-1 
Section 4.5, Visual and Aesthetic Resources, describes how visual impacts 
for all FWLE alternatives could be mitigated. 

Response to Comment I102-2 
Chapter 8, Alternatives Evaluation, includes a comparison of alternatives 
and shows the trade-offs among alternatives, including ridership, cost, 
and environmental impacts. The Preferred Alternative would minimize 
some types of impacts, such as visual impacts, noise impacts, and 
business displacements, but would have greater vibration impacts, 
ecosystem impacts, and residential displacements.  
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Response to Comment I103-1 
Chapter 3, Transportation, of the Final EIS describes traffic impacts 
associated with all FWLE alternatives. The project would reduce the 
amount of vehicle miles traveled (VMT) at the regional level, as described 
in Section 3.5.1 of the Final EIS. As described in Section 3.5.3, near all 
proposed stations, traffic is expected to increase due to additional 
vehicles and buses accessing the station. 

Response to Comment I103-2 
All FWLE alternatives would provide access to Highline College. 
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Response to Comment I104-1 
Please see response to Common Comment 11 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS. 

Response to Comment I104-2 
Thank you for your comment. 
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Response to Comment I105-1 
All FWLE alternatives would provide access to Highline College with the 
Kent/Des Moines Station. Please see response to Common Comment 5 in 
Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of the Final EIS. The Preferred Alternative includes 
a Kent/Des Moines Station located on the west side of 30th Avenue S. 
The Federal Way Transit Center Station would be located at the Federal 
Way Transit Center and would add 400 new parking spaces to the 1200 
that are now there. See Appendix C, Alternatives Analysis Reports and 
Scoping Summary, of the Final EIS for a description of how alternatives 
and their stations were developed. 

Response to Comment I105-2 
Sound Transit is committed to mitigating project impacts. Details about 
proposed mitigation are provided in Appendix H. 

Response to Comment I105-3 
Please see response to Common Comment 5. 
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Response to Comment I106-1 
Please see responses to Common Comments 1 and 3 in Table 9-6 of 
Chapter 9 of the Final EIS. Chapter 8, Alternatives Evaluation, includes a 
comparison of alternatives and shows the trade-offs among alternatives, 
including ridership, cost, and environmental impacts. 

Response to Comment I106-2 
The Preferred Alternative would be located primarily along the I-5 
corridor. 

Response to Comment I106-3 
The Midway Landfill is owned and managed by Seattle Public Utilities. 
Parking on this property would be too far from the Kent/Des Moines 
station. 

Response to Comment I106-4 
Please see response to Common Comment 5. 
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Response to Comment I107-1 
Please see response to Common Comment 1 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS. 

Response to Comment I107-2 
The S 272nd Redondo Station for the SR 99 and I-5 to SR 99 alternatives 
would be located at the Redondo Heights Park-and-Ride, which is near 
this shopping center. Due to the area needed for a station and staging 
during construction, a station at this shopping center would require 
displacing many of the businesses there. 
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Response to Comment I108-1 
The Preferred Kent/Des Moines Station would be located on the west 
side of 30th Avenue S. Please see response to Common Comment 4 in 
Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of the Final EIS regarding access to Highline 
College. Please see response to Common Comment 6 regarding 
connections south to Tacoma. Although a potential additional station at S 
216th Street is evaluated in the EIS, it is not funded under ST2 or 
proposed for funding under ST3. Chapter 8, Alternatives Evaluation, of 
the Final EIS describes the trade-offs among the FWLE alternatives.  
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Response to Comment I109-1 
See response to letter FW115. 
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No comments 
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Response to Comment I110-1 
The requested booklet was mailed by Sound Transit at the time this 
request was received. 
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Response to Comment I111-1 
Please see response to Common Comment 11 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS. 

Response to Comment I111-2 
Please see response to Common Comment 1. 
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Response to Comment I112-1 
Although a potential additional station at S 216th Street is evaluated in 
the EIS, it is not funded under ST2 or proposed for funding under ST3. The 
FAA facility at S 216th Street would be accessible via light rail from the 
Angle Lake or Kent/Des Moines Station with a transfer to RapidRide A 
Line. 

Response to Comment I112-2 
Please see response to Common Comment 8 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS. 

Response to Comment I112-3 
See Section 4.14, Public Services, Safety, and Security, for information on 
security at stations and how Crime Prevention Through Environmental 
Design (CPTED) principles would be incorporated. 

Response to Comment I112-4 
Please see response to Common Comment 8. 

Response to Comment I112-5 
See responses to comments I112-1 to I112-4 in this letter. 

  



Frangello, Jeri  
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Letter FW121 
Shasha, Emmanuella 

Page 1 

 

 

Response to Comment I113-1 
Please see response to Common Comment and 11 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 
9 of the Final EIS. 

  



 
Letter FW122 
Olsen, Elizabeth 

Page 1 

 

 

Response to Comment I114-1 
The FWLE to Kent/Des Moines is expected to open in 2023, regardless of 
the alternative selected. The I-5 Alternative, which was the lowest cost 
Draft EIS alternative, was identified as the Preferred Alternative by the 
Sound Transit Board. Travel times to the airport from south King County 
would improve with the project. Please see response to Common 
Comment 10 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of the Final EIS. 

Response to Comment I114-2 
Sound Transit has been coordinating with WSDOT and FHWA throughout 
the FWLE project on use of the I-5 right-of-way and this process is not 
expected to delay the project. 

Response to Comment I114-3 
Please see response to Common Comment 11. 

  



 
Letter FW123 
Avelar, Eduardo 

Page 1 

 

 

Response to Comment I115-1 
Please see response to Common Comment and 11 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 
9 of the Final EIS. 



Letter FW124 
Wills, Michelle 

Page 1 

 

 

Response to Comment I116-1 
Please see response to Common Comment 2 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS. The Preferred Kent Des Moines Station would be on the 
west side of 30th Avenue, closer to Highline College and SR 99 than it was 
with the I-5 Alternative in the Draft EIS. Section 4.1, Acquisitions, 
Displacements, and Relocations, describes the property acquisition and 
relocation processes, and the relocation assistance and benefits that 
Sound Transit will provide. 

Potential tax impacts on businesses are discussed in Section 4.3, 
Economics, of the Final EIS. Appendix D4.3 shows commercial property 
acquisitions and tax impacts by city.  

Response to Comment I116-2 
The Kent/Des Moines HC Campus Station Option would require an 
elevated crossing of Massey Creek and its associated wetlands, as 
described in Section 4.9, Ecosystems, of the Final EIS. 

Response to Comment I116-3 
Noise and vibration impacts would occur at locations along all FWLE 
alternatives. Section 4.7, Noise and Vibration, and the Noise and 
Vibration Technical Report (Appendix G3) provide information on where 
noise and vibration impacts would occur and how they would be 
mitigated. 

Response to Comment I116-4 
In developing alternatives Sound Transit avoided and minimized impacts 
where possible, but some displacements would be unavoidable. 
Appendix D4.1 to the Final EIS shows specific property acquisitions and 
displacements. 

  



Wills, Michelle 
Page 2 

 

 

No comments 
 



Letter FW125 
Stacey, Anna Maria 

Page 1 

 

 

Response to Comment I117-1 
Chapter 3, Transportation, of the Final EIS describes how the project 
would affect traffic on regional and local roadways with all alternatives. 
The project would reduce the amount of vehicle miles traveled (VMT) at 
the regional level, as described in Section 3.5.1 of the Final EIS. Near all 
proposed stations, traffic is expected to increase due to additional 
vehicles and buses accessing the station. Mitigation for these impacts is 
described in Section 3.7.2. 



Letter FW126 
Pasta, Diane 

Page 1 

 

Response to Comment I118-1 
Please see response to Common Comment 1 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS. 

Response to Comment I118-2 
As described in Section 4.9, Ecosystems, of the Final EIS, the Preferred 
Alternative and the SR 99 to I-5 Alternative would have greater wetland 
and stream impacts. The Preferred Alternative has been modified to 
allow Bingaman Creek to remain in an open channel where it passes 
under the guideway. All wetland impacts can be mitigated. 

Response to Comment I118-3 
Section 4.16, Historic and Archaeological Resources, provides information 
about impacts on historic resources. All FWLE alternatives would provide 
access to Highline College. 

Response to Comment I118-4 
Section 4.3, Economics, describes the potential positive and negative 
impacts from the FWLE. It includes information on the immediate 
negative impacts on businesses, employees, and the local tax base, and 
the potential for benefits for some businesses and the community. 

Response to Comment I118-5 
Chapter 8, Alternatives Evaluation, of the Final EIS describes the trade-
offs that exist among the FWLE alternatives.  

Response to Comment I118-6 
The potential additional stations at S 216th and S 260th streets are not 
funded or approved by voters. Chapter 8 of the Final EIS summarizes 
information on cost and ridership for these stations. 

Response to Comment I118-7 
Please see response to Common Comment 11.  



Pasta, Diane 
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No comments 
 



 
Letter FW127 
Adair, Marie 

Page 1 

 

 

Response to Comment I119-1 
Please see response to Common Comment 11 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS. 

  



 
Letter FW131 
Saeed, Muhamad 

Page 1 
 

 

Response to Comment I120-1 
In developing alternatives, Sound Transit avoided and minimized impacts 
where possible, but some displacements would be unavoidable. 
Appendix D.1 to the Final EIS shows specific property acquisitions. 
Section 4.1, Acquisitions, Displacements, and Relocations, describes the 
property acquisition and relocation processes, and the relocation 
assistance and benefits that Sound Transit will provide. 

FW131 



Letter FW132 
Eustaquio, I.J. 

Page 1 
 

 

Response to Comment I121-1 
Section 4.7, Noise and Vibration, in the Final EIS describes potential 
vibration impacts and potential mitigation measures for FWLE 
alternatives.  
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Eustaquio, I.J. 
Page 2 

 

 



Letter FW133 
Pond, Bob 

Page 1 
 

 

Response to Comment I122-1 
Please see response to Common Comment 1 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS. Chapter 8, Alternatives Evaluation, of the Final EIS describes 
the trade-offs that exist among the FWLE alternatives. 
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Pond, Bob 
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Letter FW136 
Hills, Tracy 

Page 1 
 

 

Response to Comment I123-1 
Please see response to Common Comment 11 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS. 

  

FW136 



Hills, Tracy 
Page 2 

 

 



Letter FW137 
Kari, Elizabeth 

Page 1 
 

 

Response to Comment I124-1 
Chapter 1, Purpose and Need, of the Final EIS, describes why the FWLE is 
needed and what it will achieve. Please also see response to Common 
Comment 5 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of the Final EIS. 

  

FW137 



Kari, Elizabeth 
Page 2 

 

 



Letter FW140 
Henry, Craig 

Page 1 
 

 

Response to Comment I125-1 
Please see response to Common Comment 2 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS. Section 3.5 of Chapter 3, Transportation, of the Final EIS 
describes how the alternatives are grade-separated and how they would 
affect traffic. Section 4.3, Economics, discusses impacts on property 
values. 

  

FW140 



Henry, Craig 
Page 2 

 

 

Response to Comment I125-2 
The FWLE would begin construction prior to the SR 509 Extension Project 
and therefore Sound Transit would be responsible for the property 
acquisition and relocation of residents in this area. 

  



Henry, Craig 
Page 3 

 

 

Response to Comment I125-3 
Please see response to Common Comment 11. 

Response to Comment I125-4 
Section 4.9, Ecosystems, of the Final EIS, describes the potential impacts 
on wetlands, habitat, and wildlife from the FWLE alternatives and 
potential mitigation measures.  

Response to Comment I125-5 
All Kent/Des Moines stations would be within a quarter mile of Highline 
College. Sound Transit and the stakeholders involved in identifying the 
Preferred Alternative location for this station did consider the needs of all 
users when deciding on the station location, which is on the west side of 
30th Avenue S. As described in Section 4.1, Acquisitions, Displacements, 
and Relocations, of the Final EIS, the SR 99 Alternative would have the 
lowest number of residential displacements, but the HC Campus Station 
Option would increase residential displacements. As described in Section 
4.5, Visual and Aesthetic Resources, of the Final EIS, visual impacts would 
also occur north of Highline College with this option, but with mitigation 
the visual quality could be restored after several years. 



Letter FW141 
Carter, Reginald 

Page 1 
 

 

Response to Comment I126-1 
Please see response to Common Comment 11 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS. 

FW141 



Letter FW142 
Raak, Cherie 

Page 1 
 

 

Response to Comment I127-1 
Please see response to Common Comment 1 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS. 

Response to Comment I127-2 
Please see responses to Common Comments 5 and 7. 

  

FW142 



Raak, Cherie 
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Letter FW143 
Koistinen, Heather 

Page 1 
 

 

Response to Comment I128-1 
Please see response to Common Comment 1 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS. 

Response to Comment I128-2 
As described in Appendix B, Sound Transit has conducted extensive 
outreach for the FWLE, including tabling at public places such as grocery 
stores, neighborhood meetings, and one-on-one meetings with property 
owners in their homes when requested. Sound Transit also mailed about 
25,000 postcards to residents and businesses in the corridor inviting 
them to various meetings, and ran ads in local media. Every 
communication includes a phone number for more information. 
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Letter FW144 
Kim, Albert 

Page 1 
 

 

Response to Comment I129-1 
Please see response to Common Comment 2 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS. Chapter 5, Construction, of the Final EIS describes impacts 
on businesses during construction. Section 4.3, Economics, discusses 
impacts on businesses during operation. Sound Transit would work with 
business owners on alternative signage if their signage would be blocked 
by the light rail guideway. 
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Letter FW145 
Walker, Janine 

Page 1 

 

 

Response to Comment I130-1 
Only the S 272nd Redondo Trench Option would travel on 16th Avenue S. 
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No comments 
 



Letter FW146 
Elliott, William R. 

Page 1 

 

 

Response to Comment I131-1 
Please see response to Common Comment 11 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS. 

  



Elliott, William R. 
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No comments 
 



Letter FW147 
Abbott, Lee 

Page 1 
 

 

Response to Comment I132-1 
Please see response to Common Comment 11 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS. 

Response to Comment I132-2 
Section 4.11, Geology and Soils, and Section 5.12, of Chapter 5, 
Construction, discuss construction of the Preferred Alternative through 
the Midway Landfill. 

Response to Comment I132-3 
All FWLE alternatives would be grade-separated from traffic to avoid any 
potential conflicts between trains and surface traffic. 

Response to Comment I132-4 
Chapter 3, Transportation Environment and Consequences, describes the 
traffic impacts that would occur for all FWLE alternatives. This chapter 
also describes how these impacts would be mitigated. 

  



Abbott, Lee. 
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No comments 
 



Letter FW148 
Hills, Jennie M. 

Page 1 

 

 

Response to Comment I133-1 
Please see response to Common Comment 11 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS. 

  



Hills, Jennie M. 
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No comments 
 



Letter FW149 
Borden, Alan 

Page 1 

 

 

Response to Comment I134-1 
Please see response to Common Comment 11 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS. 

Response to Comment I134-2 
All FWLE alternatives have a station near the Federal Way Transit Center.  

  



Borden, Alan 
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No comments 
 



Letter FW150 
Jordan, Rufina 

Page 1 

 

 

Response to Comment I135-1 
Please see response to Common Comment 2 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS. 

Response to Comment I135-2 
Please see response to Common Comment 11. 

Response to Comment I135-3 
Please see response to Common Comment 11. 

Response to Comment I135-4 
Chapter 3, Transportation Environment and Consequences, describes the 
traffic impacts that would occur for all FWLE alternatives. This chapter 
also describes how these impacts would be mitigated. 

Response to Comment I135-5 
Section 4.5, Visual and Aesthetic Resources, summarizes the visual 
impacts that would occur with each FWLE alternative.  

  



Jordan, Rufina 
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No comments 
 



Letter FW151 
Anonymous 

Page 1 

 

 

Response to Comment I136-1 
Please see response to Common Comment 11 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS. 

  

  



Anonymous 
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No comments 
 



Letter FW152 
Henry, Craig 

Page 1 

 

 

Response to Comment I137-1 
Please see response to Common Comment 2 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS. 

Response to Comment I137-2 
Please see response to Common Comment 11. 

Response to Comment I137-3 
Section 4.9, Ecosystems, of the Final EIS, discusses the ecosystem 
resources in the study area and impacts on them, including wetlands, 
habitat, and wildlife.  

Response to Comment I137-4 
Please see response to Common Comment 11. The Sound Transit Board 
of Directors identified the I-5 Alternative with the Kent/Des Moines SR 99 
East Station Option as the Preferred Alternative in July 2015. The Board 
will select the project to build after considering the analysis in the Final 
EIS, including public and agency comments and responses.  

  



Henry, Craig 
Page 2 

 

 

No comments 
 



Letter FW153 
Rack, Perry 

Page 1 

 

 

Response to Comment I138-1 
Please see response to Common Comment 1 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS. 

Response to Comment I138-2 
Please see response to Common Comment 5. 

  



Rack, Perry 
Page 2 

 

 

No comments 
 



Letter FW156 
Hnin, Charis 

Page 1 

 

 

Response to Comment I140-1 
Please see response to Common Comment 1 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS. Section 3.5.6.1 describes the walk- and bikesheds for the 
Kent/Des Moines Station. 

Response to Comment I140-2 
Please see response to Common Comment 4. 



Letter FW157 
Jollimore, Jim 

Page 1 
 

 

Response to Comment I141-1 
Please see response to Common Comment 1 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS. 

Response to Comment I141-2 
Please see response to Common Comment 11.  

Response to Comment I141-3 
The SR 99 Alternative would have fewer impacts on many environmental 
resources, but would also have greater impacts on other resources. 
Chapter 8, Alternatives Evaluation, of the Final EIS describes the trade-
offs in benefits and impacts of all FWLE alternatives. 

Response to Comment I141-4 
Although a potential additional station at S 216th Street is evaluated in 
the Final EIS, it is not funded under ST2 or proposed for funding under 
ST3. This area would be accessible from light rail at the Angle Lake or 
Kent/Des Moines Station with a transfer to RapidRide A Line. 

Response to Comment I141-5 
Please see response to Common Comment 10. 

  



Jollimore, Jim 
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No comments 
 



Letter FW158 
Whisner, Jack 

Page 1 

 

 

Response to Comment I142-1 
Please see response to Common Comment 1 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS. Please see Chapter 1, of the Final EIS for the purpose and 
need for the project. 

Response to Comment I142-2 
Please see response to Common Comment 10. 



Letter FW159 
Ericksen, Parveen 

Page 1 
 

 

Response to Comment I143-1 
Please see response to Common Comment 1 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS. Although a potential additional station at S 216th Street is 
evaluated in the EIS, it is not funded under ST2 or proposed for funding 
under ST3. 

Response to Comment I143-2 
Please see response to Common Comment 8. 

Response to Comment I143-3 
Section 4.14, Public Services, Safety, and Security, provides additional 
information on security at stations and how Crime Prevention Through 
Environmental Design (CPTED) principles would be incorporated. 

Response to Comment I143-4 
Please see response to comment I149-2. 

  



Ericksen, Parveen 
Page 2 

 

 

No comments 
 



Letter FW160 
Rogers, Alena 

Page 1 

 

 

Response to Comment I144-1 
Please see response to Common Comment 3 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS. Chapter 8, Alternatives Evaluation, includes a comparison of 
alternatives and shows the trade-offs among alternatives, including 
ridership, cost, and environmental impacts. See Chapter 7, Environmental 
Justice, and Appendix B, Public Involvement and Agency Coordination, of 
the Final EIS for information on the outreach that Sound Transit has 
performed and the efforts moving forward. Section 4.4, Social Impacts, 
Community Facilities, and Neighborhoods, and Chapter 7 provide 
information on Sound Transit’s Transit-Oriented Development Policy 
related to affordable housing in station areas. Jurisdictions along the 
FWLE corridor have adopted goals and policies in their comprehensive 
plans related to the provision of affordable housing options. 

 



Letter FW161 
Talkington, Barbara 

Page 1 

 

 

Response to Comment I145-1 
The Preferred Kent/Des Moines Station would be located on the west 
side of 30th Avenue. Please also see response to Common Comment 7 in 
Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of the Final EIS. 

Response to Comment I145-2 
Please see response to Common Comment 1. The Preferred Kent/Des 
Moines Station would be located on the west side of 30th Avenue. 

Response to Comment I145-3 
This alternative was intended to avoid the impacts that would occur on 
SR 99 between the Angle Lake and Kent/Des Moines stations with the 
SR 99 Alternative.  
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Ferguson, Daniel 
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Response to Comment I146-1 
Please see response to Common Comment 1 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS. 

Response to Comment I146-2 
Please see response to Common Comment 11. 



Letter FW163 
Villiers, Ana 

Page 1 

 

 

Response to Comment I147-1 
In developing alternatives, Sound Transit avoided and minimized impacts 
where possible, but some displacements would be unavoidable. Section 
4.1, Acquisitions, Displacements, and Relocations, describes the property 
acquisition and relocation processes, and the relocation assistance and 
benefits that Sound Transit will provide. Appendix D4.1 identifies the 
parcels affected by each alternative and option. 



Letter FW164 
Harris, J.C. 

Page 1 

 

 

Response to Comment I148-1 
Please see responses to Common Comments 1 and 5 in Table 9-6 of 
Chapter 9 of the Final EIS. The FWLE will provide more reliable and 
frequent service to downtown Seattle for commuters in the FWLE 
corridor. 

Response to Comment I148-2 
Chapter 3, Transportation, of the Final EIS provides information on traffic 
operations within the local jurisdictions and how the build alternatives 
would improve the speed and reliability of travel for both autos and 
buses. Chapter 3 also includes information on the mitigation measures 
that would be implemented by Sound Transit to address any 
transportation-related impacts. Section 4.14, Public Services, Safety, and 
Security, provides information on public service providers including police 
and solid waste. It also describes how Sound Transit security works with 
local law enforcement at transit facilities. Section 4.3, Economics, 
provides information on property values. 
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Multiple (230 signatures) 

Page 1 

 

 

Response to Comment I149‐1 
Please see response to Comment I143‐1. 

Response to Comment I149‐2 
Please see response to Comment I143‐2. 

Response to Comment I149‐3 
Please see response to Comment I143‐3. 

Response to Comment I149‐4 
Please see response to Comment I143‐4.   
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No comments 
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Letter FW167 
Diaz, Rebecca 
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Response to Comment I150-1 
Please see response to Common Comment 4 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS.  
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Diaz, Rebecca 
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Letter FW169 
Rollins, Dana 

Page 1 
 

 

Response to Comment I151-1 
Please see response to Common Comment 1 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS. 
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Rollins, Dana 
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Letter FW170 
Krizan, Ruth 

Page 1 
 

 

Response to Comment I152-1 
Sound Transit has a formal process for naming stations that occurs during 
final design. This is a public process and students, along with other 
members of the public, will have an opportunity to provide input on the 
station name. Please see response to Common Comment 4 in Table 9-6 
of Chapter 9 of the Final EIS. 

FW170 



Letter FW171 
Almaroof, Frkad 
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Response to Comment I153-1 
Please see response to Common Comment 4 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS. 
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Letter FW172 
Bah, Abdul Aziz 

Page 1 
 

 

Response to Comment I154-1 
Please see response to Common Comment 4 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS. 

Response to Comment I154-2 
Student ridership for the Kent/Des Moines Station location would be 
similar for most Kent/Des Moines Station locations. Section 4.6, Air 
Quality, describes the air quality benefits associated with the FWLE. 
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Bah, Abdul Aziz 
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Response to Comment I154-3 
Please see response to Common Comment 11. 
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Evans, Kendall 
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No comments 
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Evans, Kendall 
Page 2 

 

 

Response to Comment I155-1 
Please see responses to Common Comments 4 and 7 in Table 9-6 of 
Chapter 9 of the Final EIS. Please refer to Section 4.14, Public Services, 
Safety, and Security, for information on crime and measures to address 
crime in the station areas.  
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Kim, Noory 
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No comments 
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Response to Comment I156-1 
Please see responses to Common Comments 1 and 3 in Table 9-6 of 
Chapter 9 of the Final EIS. 

Response to Comment I156-2 
Please see responses to Common Comments 4 and 8. 
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Letter FW175 
Hudson, Amy 

Page 1 
 

 

Response to Comment I157-1 
Section 4.1, Acquisitions, Displacements, and Relocations, describes the 
property acquisition and relocation processes, and the relocation 
assistance and benefits that Sound Transit will provide. 

FW175 



 
Letter FW176 
Renner, Cassandra 

Page 1 
 

 

Response to Comment I158-1 
Section 4.1, Acquisitions, Displacements, and Relocations, describes the 
property acquisition and relocation processes, and the relocation 
assistance and benefits that Sound Transit will provide. 
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Letter FW177 
Azeez, Nimotalai 

Page 1 
 

 

Response to Comment I159-1 
Please see response to Common Comment 1 in Table 9-6 of Chapter 9 of 
the Final EIS. 
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Azeez, Nimotalai 
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Response to Comment I159-2 
Please see response to Common Comment 11. 
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