Q Operations and Maintenance Facility South

Fall 2025
20th Avenue South Street Vacation
Public Engagement Summary
Overview Engagement by the numbers

In order to construct the new Operations and
Maintenance (OMF) South facility, Sound Transit
has proposed permanently closing 20th Avenue
South from South 336th Street to South 341st
Place. The agency would use this area for
constructing and operating the facility, where light
rail vehicles will go for cleaning, storage, and Reached over 10,000 people
maintenance. Sound Transit hosted an online through Sound Transit

open house from Aug. 29 to Oct. 6, 2025, Facebook ads

providing updates on the street vacation timeline

and offering opportunities to comment online and O
in person. This followed a round of public

engagement in the spring of 2024 around the Over 500 users participated in
potential street vacation application. Read an online open house

the engagement summary to learn more about
what we heard. @ 11 attendees came to two
public drop-in sessions

In June 2024, the Sound Transit Board selected

the South 336th Street site as the project to be

built for the OMF South. In January 2025, Sound Transit submitted a street vacation petition to
the City of Federal Way.

Public feedback opportunities
From Aug. 29 to Oct. 6, 2025, the public provided feedback in the following ways:
e Submitting feedback through the online survey form on our website.
e Attending one of two drop-in sessions:
e September 9, 12:30 p.m. to 1 p.m., Federal Way Library 320th
e September 16, 3:30 p.m. to 5 p.m., Federal Way City Hall

Summary of feedback

The engagement period included an open-ended comment box where participants were
encouraged to share their feedback with Sound Transit, with six optional demographic
questions. Respondents shared concerns about the maintenance of public spaces, construction
, and traffic. In-person drop-in session attendees had questions about the OMF South
construction timeline, what the new proposed public space could look like, traffic impacts during
construction, and the final configuration of adjacent roadways once OMF South is in service.

There were six (6) online survey responses recorded, which can be found in Appendix F, with
the survey questions.


https://www.soundtransit.org/system-expansion/operations-maintenance-facility-south
https://www.soundtransit.org/system-expansion/operations-maintenance-facility-south
https://www.soundtransit.org/sites/default/files/documents/OMF-south-street-vacation-summary.pdf
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Demographics

The survey included six optional demographic questions with 100% of respondents (14 people)
opting to answer them. Most respondents who answered the optional demographic questions
identified as above 50 years old, white, and reported a total household income above $35,000.
A full review of the responses to the demographic questions can be found in Appendix F.

Outcomes and next steps

We have shared this summary of feedback with the City of Federal Way. The OMF South
project is now in the final design and construction phase of the project. The Board has identified
an in-service date of 2031 (date subject to change). Sound Transit is currently in a procurement
process to select a contractor.

To stay informed

Sound Transit Community Outreach
¢ Phone: 206-398-5453
e Email: OMFSouth@soundtransit.org
e Web: soundtransit.org/omfs

Para informacioén acerca del proyecto llame al: 1-800-823-9230.
ZWRARIE A EEA, FHECGE ;- 1-800-823-9230.

3BoHuTe 1-800-823-9230, 4TobbI NONYYNTH MHAOPMALINIO O NMPOEKTE.
EZAE #eE GR = o o2 A5 A] 20 1-800-823-9230.
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Appendix A: Existing Conditions Map

Existing Conditions
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Appendix B: Proposed Street Changes Map

Proposed Street Changes
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Appendix C: Proposed Public Benefits

Proposed Public Benefits
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Appendix D: Mailer
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Changes to 20th Ave S § 333rd 5t
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Appendix E: Online Open House

OMF South: Petition to Close 20th Avenue South

Welcome Latest Comment now Nextsteps

Potential changes to the street network

In order to construct the new Operations and Maintenance (OMF) South facility, Sound Transit has
proposed permanently closing 20th Avenue South from South 336th Street to South 3495t Place, The agency
wiuld use this area for constructing and operating the facility, where light rail vehicles will go for cleaning,
storage, and maintenance.

Permanently closing 20th Avenue South requires submitting a street vacation petition to the City of
Federal Way.
The street vacation petition is a formal request made to the City of Federal Way by Sound Transit to

permanantly close a public street and transfer ownershig of the land to Sound Transit.

To support access and circulation in the area, Sound Transit would make improvements to nearby roads,
including extending 18th Place South from South 340th Street to South 336th Street.
Sound Transit would also extend Zist Avenue South to connect to South 344th Street to avoid a dead-end

street and provide more local connections for emergency vehicles.

Existing Conditions Proposed Sireet Changes
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Before and after images of the street network. The first map shows the current footprint of the streets, while
the second shows the proposed changes in the Sound Transit street vacation petition, including the closure
of 20th Avenue South from South 336th Street to South 341st Place,
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What’s the latest?

* In March 2024, we hosted a round of public engagement around the potential street vacation petition,
gathering community feedback and sharing our findings with the City of Federal Way. Read the
engagement summary to learn more about what we heard.

* |n June 2024, the Sound Transit Board selected the South 336th Street site as the project to be built for

the OMF South.
* |n January 2025, Sound Transit submitted a street vacation petition to the City of Federal Way.

Proposed Public Benefits
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Public benefits are required for the Federal Way City Council to consider approval of the permanent closure

of a street like 20th Avenue South.

The proposed public benefits include:

* Building a pedestrian and bicycle multi-use path along the west side of the 18th Place South roadway

20th Avenue South Street Vacation Engagement Summary
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* The illuminated multi-use path would be wide enough for twao-way travel by people walking, rolling,
and biking, and would be separated from the road by a curb and a planting strip.

* Currently, 20th Avenue South has bike sharrows (road markings to indicate a shared lane for cars and
bicycles), sidewalks, and planting strips.

» Creating public space along South 336th Street.

* This would involve creating a small area — about 40 feet wide — for public use along the north side of
the new OMF.

* Design for the public space may include a pathway, overlook to the train yard of the OMF property, and
other amenities, such as seating, landscaping, artwork, and/or educational signage.

e — ]
, e —

Possible public space features: examples of public seating.

We want to hear from you

Do you live, work, own a business, or travel through this area often? We want to hear from you about the
proposed changes to the street network and public benefits. Fill out the form below by Oct. 6 to share your
thoughts directly with Sound Transit project staff. Your feedback will also be summarized and shared with
the City of Federal Way.

Want to learn more in person? Come to one of our informational drop-in sessions to speak with project staff
and share your feedback. We hope to see you there.

Sept. 9, 12:30-2 p.m. Sept. 16, 3:30-5 p.m
Federal Way 320th Library Federal Way City Hall
848 5 320th 5t, Federal Way, WA 33325 8th Ave 5, Federal Way, WA

Add to calendar Add to calendar

Can't make it to a drop-in session? Sound Transit will be tabling at the Taste of Federal Way Festival on Sept.
28, hosted at the Federal Way Farmers Market. Stop by to speak with project staff and learn more.

Provide a comment

20th Avenue South Street Vacation Engagement Summary 10
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Provide a comment

Next steps for the project

We will close this public survey on Oct. 6 and prepare a summary of feedback to share with the City of

Federal Way.

The OMF South project is now in the final design and construction phase of the project. The Board has
identified an in-service date of 2031 (date subject to change). Sound Transit is currently in a procurement
process to select a contractor — stay tuned for more information and a meet-and-greet this fall.

Visit the OMF South project page to learn more.

Appendix F: Survey Questions & Responses

Do you have any comments about the potential changes to the street network or proposed public
benefits to share with Sound Transit or the City of Federal Way?

1.

I need bus 501 to get to s 330th and 20th Ave South. Many disabled people walk, use their
wheelchairs and ride their bikes. The only transit bus for my 13 yr old is the 501 to her
school. They should have never detoured the 501 with out an alternate detoured bus. 903
needs to be rerouted to accommodate this change to and from South 330th street and
20th ave South . Please call me for further comments.

Will the proposed public benefits include maintenance and security of the area or will it be
trashed/unsanitary and over run by homelessness, drug paraphernalia, and crime
opportunities?

I would love it if the public space is a place | could walk my dog that would have dog waste
bags and cans. But | hope this public space doesn't block off traffic on 336th going East
and West from 20™.

Looks great! The public amenities will do a good job of breaking up the insustrial feel of an
OMEF - so long as it feels welcoming to everyone. Hostile architecture in this space would
shun people who need rest and shelter most. Please keep the space inclusive!

The proposed "public space" is in an area where nobody will have any reason to be once a
rail yard is built in that location. It will be merely a wide sidewalk wedged between the
freeway and a rail yard. Why would anyone have any reason to use that space? It a walk
through space in a place no one will walk through and isn't big enough to be a destination
space for the neighborhood to use. Additionally this is a poor location to put this project
when there is a perfect large plot of land that can not be used for any other purpose where

20th Avenue South Street Vacation Engagement Summary 11
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the old landfill is. Why take usable land within the metro area off line this is yet another
example of short term thinking on a long term project by this agency.

6. Anything Sound Transit wants to do is to the detriment to the residents of South King

County. Sound Transit holds that only Seattle and Olympia matter and the rest of us are
Second class and subhuman.

Report for OMF South Street Vacation

Response Counts

Completion Rate: 92.9% e
Complete e ———— 13

Partial - 1

Totals: 14

1. Would you like to sign-up for email updates about the OMF South
project?

46% No

20th Avenue South Street Vacation Engagement Summary 12
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Value Percent Responses
Yes 54.5% 6
C—
No 45.5% 5
Ee=——
Totals: 11

2. Would you like to answer some demographic questions?

27% No
73% Yes
Value Percent Respbn ses
Yes 72.7% 8
]
No 27.3% 3
| =———]

Totals: 11

20th Avenue South Street Vacation Engagement Summary 13
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3. What s your age?

13% 18 or under

25% 55-64
13% 19-24
25% 45-54 \ 25% 35-44

Value Percent Responses

18 or under 12.5% 1
=

19-24 12.5% 1
C

35-44 25.0% 2
l——1

45-54 25.0% 2
===

55-64 25.0% 2

Totals: 8

20th Avenue South Street Vacation Engagement Summary 14



Operations and Maintenance Facility South

4. What race or ethnicity do you consider yourself? (check all that apply)

70
60
50
£ 40
[s1}
o
e
[sH]
& 30
20
10 —
0
Asian White More than
one race
or
ethnicity
Value Percent Responses
Asian 25.0% 2
L]
White 62.5% 5
More than one race or ethnicity 12.5% 1

20th Avenue South Street Vacation Engagement Summary 15
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5. What is your average household income?

38% $75,000 - $99,999 __—— 38% Less than $30,000

L 25% $30,000 - $49,999

Value Percent Responses
Less than $30,000 37.5% 3
—
$30,000 - $49,999 25.0% 2
om—
$75,000 - $99,999 37.5% 3
A
Totals: 8

20th Avenue South Street Vacation Engagement Summary 16
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