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11/15/2023

Ballard Link
Ballard Link Extension and South Downtown Hub Engagement Draft Timeline

General awareness building including media, social media posts, ethnic media

Focused engagement with residents and business owners

Interagency and consultant work

/SUPPORTING THE PROCESS

2024 20252023

TODAY
Open House

Workshop 1:
 Overall Concepts

Workshop 2: 
Focused Concepts

Workshop 3: 
Refined Concepts

Workshops 4 and 5: 
Putting it All Together (Timing TBD)

BLEBLE
BLE Draft EIS Publication and Comment PeriodBLE Draft EIS Publication and Comment Period

2026

BLEBLE
BLE FinalBLE Final

EISEIS

Board selects project to be built

* /*The above schedule is subject to change based on federal partner feedback, including adding scoping information

LEGEND

(Sound Transit)
Community Information Sessions (Sound Transit)

Ballard Link
Ballard Link Extension Project Milestones

Sound Transi
South Downtown Hub Plan Engagement Series 
(Sound Transit, City of Seattle, King County)
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St Joseph St Joseph

Lynnwood

Tacoma
Dome

Tacoma
Dome

Ballard

Mariner

West
Seattle SODO

Federal
Way

West
Seattle

Redmond Redmond

Everett

Bellevue

Tacoma

Seattle

Everett

Bellevue

Tacoma

Seattle

Link service plan: 2032 Link service plan: 2039

Ballard–Tacoma

Mariner–Redmond*

Everett–West Seattle*

Lynnwood–Federal Way

Lynwoood–Redmond

West Seattle–SODO

Tacoma Dome–
St Joseph

Tacoma Dome–
St Joseph

Transfer Transfer

2032 2039
Ballard Link

6
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King Street StationKiKinng StStrtrereeeetet StStatatatitioioonKing Street Station

Union StationUnioioon StStatatatitioioonUnion Station

1st Ave S1st Ave S

2nd Ave Ext S

2nd Ave Ext S

To RedmondTo Redmond

To Tacoma DomeTo Tacoma Dome

To West SeattleTo West Seattle

To BallardTo Ballard

To EverettTo Everett

To Tacoma DomeTo Tacoma Dome

90 Preferred alternative

Other alternatives

Link
Existing Link

EIS ALTERNATIVES

N

北

Tunnel

Station

What we're studying in the Draft EIS

11/2023

Diagrams are an approximate representation of station configuration for illustrative purposes only.
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5th Ave S
5th Ave S

4th Ave S
4th Ave S

6th Ave S
6th Ave S

Seattle Blvd S
Seattle Blvd S

S Dearborn St
S Dearborn St

S Jackson St
S Jackson St

S Weller St
S Weller St

S King StS King St

7th Ave S

7th Ave S

M
aynard Ave S

M
aynard Ave S

S Lane StS Lane St

5

Airport Way

Airport Way

90

S Royal Brougham Way

S Royal Brougham Way

6th Ave S

6th Ave S

Existing Stadium
station entrance
Existing Stadium
station entrance

StadiumStadium

S Charles St
S Charles St

S Plummer St
S Plummer St

5-8 mins walk to Hing Hay Park
and existing station in CID

Occidental Square
13-17 mins walk to
Occidental Square

T-Mobile Park
8-13 mins walk to

T-Mobile Park
Stadium

2-3 mins walk to
Existing Stadium station

Inscape
Arts

Inscape
Arts

Existing International District/
Chinatown station entrance

Existing International District/
Chinatown station entrance

N

Investigate a station entrance north 
of Seattle Boulevard S, closer to 
Chinatown-International District

Consider opportunities for new 
public space

Improve streets in station area for 
walking and rolling access

Explore opportunities for equitable 
development that serves the community

Dearborn Street Station

Diagrams are an approximate representation of station configuration for illustrative purposes only.

Key priorities and refinements
for study based on community 

feedback to date

Participate!
Give us feedback on related ideas 

at the South Downtown Hub section

1

12
3

4 2

3

4

Potential station entrance

Existing station entrance

Potential station

/
Public plaza/landscape

Park/open space

Potential future TOD

Major pedestrian movement

Existing bicycle facility

Bus route and stop

Walk destination
(with walk time when applicable)
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Occidental Square
13-17 mins walk to
Occidental Square

Co
lum

bia
 St
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bia
 St

Ch
err

y S
t
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err

y S
t

Je
ffe

rso
n 

St
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n 

St

Ja
m

es
 St

Ja
m

es
 St

5th Ave
5th Ave

3rd Ave
3rd Ave

4th Ave
4th Ave

6th Ave
6th Ave

Yesler W
ay

Yesler W
ay

5th Ave S

5th Ave S

4th Ave S

4th Ave S

6th Ave S

6th Ave S

5

3rd Ave S

3rd Ave S

Existing Pioneer Square
station entrance

Existing Pioneer Square
station entrance

Seattle
City Hall
Seattle

City Hall

Columbia CenterColumbia Center
King County Jail

City Hall
Park

Smith TowerSmith Tower

Fire StationFire Station

Harborview
Medical Center

Harborview
Medical Center

2nd Ave
2nd Ave

S W
ashington St

S W
ashington St

S M
ain St

S M
ain St

Pioneer SquarePioneer Square

Existing Pioneer Square
station entrance

Existing Pioneer Square
station entrance

Pioneer SquarePioneer Square

Planned future
development

by others

Planned future
development

by others

6-9 mins walk to
Central Library

Occidental Square
6-9 mins walk to
Occidental Square

Pioneer Square/
Colman

To Pioneer Square/
Colman Dock

4-6 mins walk to
Historic Station Hub

8-11 mins walk to
Hing Hay Park

To Yesler Terrace

Key priorities and refinements
for study based on community 

feedback to date

Explore refinements to underground
transfer path to improve transfer times

Consider opportunities to thoughtfully 
integrate with City Hall Park

Collaborate with King County on new 
transit-oriented development above and 
integrated with the station

Pioneer Square/Midtown
Pioneer Square/Midtown Station

Diagrams are an approximate representation of station configuration for illustrative purposes only.

Participate!
Give us feedback on related ideas 

at the South Downtown Hub section

1

2

3
1

1

2

3

3

Potential station entrance

Existing station entrance

Potential station

/
Public plaza/landscape

Park/open space

Potential future TOD

Major pedestrian movement

Existing bicycle facility

Bus route and stop

Walk destination
(with walk time when applicable)

N
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S Jackson St
S Jackson St

10 14 mins walk to
Little Saigon

Lumen Field
4-6 mins walk to

Lumen Field

Occidental Square
7-10 mins walk to
Occidental Square4t

h 
Av

e S

4t
h 

Av
e S

Union StationUnion Station
King Street StationKing Street Station

Hing Hay ParkHing Hay Park Chinatown
Gate

Chinatown
Gate

LinkLink

5th
 Ave

 S

5th
 Ave

 S

6th Ave 
S

6th Ave 
S

S Main St
S Main St

S Weller St
S Weller St

S King St
S King St

2nd Ave S Ext
2nd Ave S Ext

Weller Street Ped BridgeWeller Street Ped Bridge

Potential new Sounder entrancePotential new Sounder entrance

AmtrakAmtrak
AmtrakAmtrak

LinkLink

4-5 mins walk from
Weller Street Ped Bridge

to Hing Hay Park,
2-3 mins walk from

Union Station to Hing Hay Park

4-5 mins walk from
Weller Street Ped Bridge

to Hing Hay Park,
2-3 mins walk from

Union Station to Hing Hay Park

Further study a shallower 4th Ave Station 
as part of ongoing environmental review

Explore ways to minimize/eliminate 
construction impacts to CID

Explore ways to significantly reduce the 
duration of construction

4th Ave Shallow Station

Diagrams are an approximate representation of station configuration for illustrative purposes only.

Key priorities and refinements
for study based on community 

feedback to date

Participate!
Give us feedback on related ideas 

at the South Downtown Hub section

1

2

3

1

2

3

N

Potential station entrance

Existing station entrance

Potential station

/
Public plaza/landscape

Park/open space

Potential future TOD

Major pedestrian movement

Existing bicycle facility

Bus route and stop

Walk destination
(with walk time when applicable)
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How we got here and where we are going

/LEGEND

2018 2 -3

Feb - Mar 2018
Early scoping 
comment period 
and open houses

2016

Sound Transit 3

2016
Sound Transit 3 
(ST3) voter 
approved

2018 3 -4

Mar 2018 - April 2018
Alternative refinements based on 
technical evaluations and 
public feedback

2023 3

Sound Transit

March 2023
ST Board identifes preferred alternative 
for BLE (including CID) and requests 
Sound Transit work with community and 
agency partners on South Downtown 
Hub planning

/SUPPORTING THE PROCESS

2024 *
BLE

Late-2024*
BLE Draft EIS 
publication and 
comment period

2019 2 -3
West Seattle Ballard Link

Feb - Mar 2019
West Seattle and Ballard Link Extensions 
Draft EIS Scoping comment period 
and open houses

2019 5 10
West Seattle Ballard Link

May & Oct 2019
ST Board identifies route and station location 
alternatives to be studied in West Seattle and 
Ballard Link Extensions Draft EIS

2022 1 -4
West Seattle Ballard Link

Jan - Apr 2022
West Seattle and Ballard Link Extensions 
Draft EIS publication and comment period

2022 7 -2023 2
ST
Jul 2022 - Feb 2023
ST Board requests further 
studies for BLE

2026 *
Ballard Link

2026*
Ballard Link Extension 
Final EIS anticipated to be 
published. Board selects 
project to be built

2039

2039
Anticipated start of 
service for the BLE

South Downtown 
Open House

(Nov 15) Workshops 4 and 5: 
Putting it All Together

(Timing TBD)

Workshop 1:
 Overall Concepts

Workshop 2: 
Focused Concepts

Workshop 3: 
Refined Concepts

*
*The above schedule is subject to change based on federal partner feedback, including adding scoping information

General awareness building including media, social media posts, ethnic media

Focused engagement with residents and business owners

Interagency and consultant work

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 20392026

2023 2024 2025

(Sound Transit)
Community Information Sessions 
(Sound Transit)

Ballard Link
Ballard Link Extension Project Milestones

(Sound Transit )
South Downtown Hub Plan Engagement Series 
(Sound Transit, City of Seattle, King County)
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What we're studying in
South Downtown Hub

Sound Transit

Pioneer 
Square CID

Sound Transit, King County, and the City of 
Seattle are partnering together with the 
community to define potential investments in 
connections and places in South Downtown, 
including the historic transit hub at S Jackson 
St and potential light rail station locations 
near Pioneer Square and CID. We will focus 
on improvements to streets and public 
spaces that help connect neighborhoods and 
regional transit modes, as well as explore 
opportunities to activate historic buildings 
and guide new development with 
community-serving uses. Join us and help 
shape these possibilities!
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Stadium
Existing Stadium Station

CID

Existing International 
District-Chinatown Station

Pioneer Square
Existing Pioneer Square 
Station

Dearborn Street Station 
(Preferred Alternative)

4th Ave Shallow and 
Shallower Station (Other Draft 
EIS alternatives)

Pioneer Square/Midtown

Pioneer Square/Midtown 
Station (Preferred Alternative)
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South Downtown Hub

11/2023

Diagrams are an approximate and
for illustrative purposes only.
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South Downtown Hub Plan Engagement Process

11/15/2023

Process 
informed by 
CID Engagement 
Toolkit and 
discussions 
with community

What hasn’t worked with 
previous engagement?

Key Questions

Iterative, facilitated, and responsive process to engage and serve community

WHAT COULD THIS PROCESS LOOK LIKE?

2023 11
November 2023

2024 2
Late February 2024

Workshop 1:
 Overall Concepts

Big picture visioning

Develop overall concepts
for community and hub 
connections

Open House

2024
Spring/Summer 2024

Workshop 2: 
Focused Concepts

Area-specific 
opportunities and issues

Develop concepts for 
connections and places

Workshop 3: 
Refined Concepts

Refine and visualize 
specific project concepts

Confirm concepts for
connections and places

2024
Winter 2024

Workshop 4 and 5: Putting it All Together

Assemble and prioritize project concepts into a 
cohesive plan

Develop and endorse approach to implementation

2025
2025 TBD

South Downtown 
Hub opportunities 
and issues

COORDINATION WITH OTHER AREA PROJECTS AND INITIATIVES

Answer community
questions

General awareness building including media, social media posts, ethnic media

Focused outreach and engagement with residents and business owners

Interagency and consultant work

Community info sessions/office hours

SUPPORTING THE PROCESS

What does a transparent 
process look like?

What would you like 
to see in the process?

19



11/15/2023

Review and Prioritize Community Themes

2020/2021

Other 
comments?

Retain historic and 

20



11/15/2023

Tell us what these community themes mean to you
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11/15/2023

Tell us what these community themes mean to you
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11/15/2023

Tell us what these community themes mean to you
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11/15/2023

Tell us what these community themes mean to you
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南焦点地区南焦点地区
South Focus Area

中央焦点地区
Central Focus Area
中央焦点地区

Central Focus Area

北焦点地区北焦点地区
North Focus Area
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Explore ideas for places and 
connections

Many ideas have been shared in past 
plans done by the City, community, and 
other partners that identify places and 
connections that could improve the 
experience of the South Downtown Hub. 
New stations in the area provide more 
opportunities for connections and 
investment in places. We've mapped these 
ideas and would like to hear from you 
about which of these ideas resonate, or if 
we're missing something important to you.  

Improvements for walking and biking

Potential place-keeping and placemaking ideas

New/strengthened connectionsNew/strengthened connections
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Stadium
Existing Stadium Station

CID

Existing International 
District-Chinatown Station

Pioneer Square
Existing Pioneer Square 
Station

Dearborn Street Station 
(Preferred Alternative)

4th Ave Shallow and 
Shallower Station (Other Draft 
EIS alternatives)

Pioneer Square/Midtown

Pioneer Square/Midtown 
Station (Preferred Alternative)
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B

C

South Downtown Hub

11/2023

Diagrams are an approximate and
for illustrative purposes only.
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Incorporate neighborhood identity and sense of place

Pioneer Square
Improve fountain and plaza at existing Pioneer Square Station entrance

Improve park design to provide opportunities for different uses, ensure light, air, and 
easy visibility to station entries

Activate buildings at street level around City Hall Park

Pioneer Square
Provide clear and easy access to existing Pioneer Square Station and potential new 
station

Partner with King County and others to seek opportunities for new development to 
serve community, including affordable housing and commercial space

Preserve views to the waterfront

1

22

23

24

25

26

27

1

22

23

24

25

26

27

5th Ave

5th Ave

Yesler W
ay

Yesler W
ay

4th Ave
4th Ave

6th Ave

6th Ave

3rd Ave
3rd Ave

2nd Ave
2nd Ave

Terrace St

Terrace St

James St

James St

Jefferson St

Jefferson St

Cherry St

Cherry St
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Seattle City HallSeSeeatattttlle CiCitityty HaHaalllSeattle City Hall

King County
Courthouse
KiKininng CoCooununtntyty
CoCoouurrththhoouusse
King County
Courthouse
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Potential place-keeping and placemaking ideas
(derived from Further Studies and past planning efforts)

Fire Station 10FFiirere SStataatitiioon 10Fire Station 10

北焦点地区
North focus area

11/2023

Pioneer Square/Midtown
Pioneer Square/Midtown Station entrance (Preferred Alternative) 
Pioneer Square/Midtown
Pioneer Square/Midtown Station entrance (Preferred Alternative) 

Pioneer Square
Existing Pioneer Square Station entrance N北

!
Participate!
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Design and site new streetscape elements that reflect the community and continuity 

Activate Union Station for community use

Update plaza to simplify overhead structures, provide more gathering space, allow 
space for vendors and community events, and incorporate public art

Improve neighborhood pedestrian scale lighting

Encourage adaptive reuse of historic buildings with street-level amenities that match the 
character of the historic district

Improve access to Union Station at the south end

Construct a lid over train tracks for public space, pedestrian amenities, and landscaping

Coordinate with King Street improvements for better connections to King Street Station
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Potential place-keeping and placemaking ideas
(derived from Further Studies and past planning efforts)
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4th Ave Shallow and Shallower Station entrance
(Other Draft EIS alternatives)

CID
Existing International District/Chinatown Station entrance Existing Streetcar Station N北

中央焦点地区
Central focus area

11/2023

!
Participate!
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Encourage thoughtful development that incorporates much-needed housing and ground 
floor activation while connecting to historic neighborhood form

Create welcoming public spaces that signify and celebrate the community

Explore opportunities for community participation at new development sites, 
incorporating affordable housing and a variety of housing options

Improve intersection for safety and mobility

Encourage pedestrian-friendly street frontages on new buildings

Minimize displacement of residents and legacy businesses

CID
Enhance lighting for safety and character; incorporate streetlights that reflect cultural 
identity of CID
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Potential place-keeping and placemaking ideas
(derived from Further Studies and past planning efforts)

南焦点地区
South focus area

11/2023

Dearborn Street Station (Preferred Alternative) Dearborn Street Station (Preferred Alternative) 
CID

Existing International District/Chinatown Station entrance N北

!
Participate!
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2nd Ave Ext S

Improve 2nd Ave Ext S streetscape, create safer 
crossings, and strengthen east-west connections

Create a new pedestrian connection across 4th 
Ave S at S King St

Explore addition or enhancement of structures over 
the train tracks that improve pedestrian 
connections and public space

Strengthen connections to adjacent neighborhoods 
for people walking, biking, and taking transit

Implement pedestrian improvements along main 
neighborhood streets

CID

Establish pedestrian connections to CID and 
Stadiums from Dearborn Station
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CID

Extend streetscape character of the CID core (red 
lanterns and art)

Improve intersection with pedestrian amenities such as 
plantings, wider sidewalks, benches, lighting, and art

S Washington St Pioneer Square
Connect Pioneer Square and Japantown along 
S Washington St

Improve intersection efficiency and crossing to connect 
corner plazas and City Hall Park

Add elements that accommodate comfortable access on 
steep slopes for a diversity of users & abilities (such as 
handrails, benches, etc.)

Improve historic alleys as public spaces

Protect and promote a walkable, accessible, 
pedestrian-first environment
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Potential place-keeping and placemaking ideas
(derived from Further Studies and past planning efforts)
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Hub and neighborhood connections
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Diagrams are an approximate and for illustrative purposes only.
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4

5

迪尔伯恩街�站
（首�方案）
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wsblink.participate.online

Español
Tagalog

 Interpreter
800-823-9230
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