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Welcome  Environmental review  Alternatives ~ Key impacts Next steps

What's the latest?

Sound Transit and the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) have published a
joint National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)/State Environmental Policy Act
(SEPA) Final Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the Operations and
Maintenance Facility (OMF) South project after holding public comment periods
for the 2021 SEPA Draft EIS and 2023 NEPA Draft/SEPA Supplemental Draft EIS.

Next steps for the project:

e \We expect the Sound Transit Board to select the project to be built as soon
as June 27.

* We expect FTA to issue its Record of Decision for the project in Q3 2024.

* After the Record of Decision, Sound Transit will begin final design and
construction for the project. Sound Transit is working towards an OMF
South opening date between 2032-2037, depending on the alternative
selected to be built.

o Sound Transit is pursuing measures to advance the scheduled opening
to as early as 2030. If the Midway Landfill alternative is selected as the
project to be built, the opening date would be between 2035 and 2037,
depending on the subsurface construction design option. We will share
an updated project schedule when we have more certainty.

What is an Operations and Maintenance Facility? -

An OMF is where Link light rail trains go for cleaning, storage, and
maintenance, 24 hours a day, 365 days a year. Sound Transit needs four
strategically located OMF facilities to ease our planned service expansion.
Two OMF facilities already exist (Seattle and Bellevue). We need this new
OMEF in the South Sound to receive, store, and service a larger train fleet to
support future light rail extensions to Tacoma and throughout the region.
To build this new facility, we need approximately 60-70 acres (for
reference, one football field is 1.3 acres) near the Federal Way Link
Extension (FWLE).

lWe service our current light rail trains at a central OMF
on South Forest Street in 5eattle

The benefits of OMF

South

¢ Creates high-skilled, living-
wage jobs for more than 610
people in South King County.
At our existing OMFs, the
average employee wage
is S45 per hour, or
$85,000/year

e [Ensures thousands of
passengers can rely on clean,
well-maintained trains.

V— Ls
A worker at the existing OMF in Seattle conducts
maintenance on a Link train.
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How did we get here? B

November 2016: Voter approval

Voters approved funding for 118 miles of Link light rail, including two new
OMFs—one in the north corridor and another in the South Sound—to serve
the growing light rail system.

Mid to late 2018: Initial community idea gathering and evaluation

After receiving community input during the early scoping outreach period
in April 2018, Sound Transit named 24 potential OMF South sites for further
analysis. After initial screening, we reduced the number of possible sites to
20. We assessed these 20 sites with a robust list of evaluation criteria,
including project schedule, long-term facility planning, operational
requirements, environmental impacts, and engineering risks, among other
standards.

February to April 2019: SEPA Scoping

Based on the results of the detailed screening, we identified six sites in
Kent and Federal Way for further consideration. The public had the
opportunity to share their thoughts on the six potential sites, as well as the
OMF South project Purpose and Need Statement and environmental
resources to evaluate in the Draft EIS during the scoping comment period
under the SEPA.

May 2019: Sound Transit Board action

After reviewing community feedback gathered during scoping and the
thorough evaluation on the six potential sites, the Sound Transit Board
identified three sites for further study in the Draft EIS:

e Midway Landfill alternative (Kent)

e South 336th Street alternative (Federal Way)

e South 344th Street alternative (Federal Way)



Summer 2019 to 2021: SEPA Draft EIS

Sound Transit prepared a Draft EIS under SEPA to evaluate the potential
impacts of the OMF South alternatives and share findings with tribes,
agency and jurisdictional partners, and the public. We published the SEPA
Draft EIS in 2021 and held a public comment period (engagement summary,

comment summa r}{).

December 2021: Sound Transit Board identified a preferred alternative

After the SEPA Draft EIS comment period, the Sound Transit Board
considered the SEPA Draft EIS analysis and comments received and then
identified the South 336th Street site in Federal Way as the preferred
alternative, with all three sites still to be evaluated in a Final EIS.

December 2021 to July 2023: Project refinements

After the Sound Transit Board identified the South 336th Street site in
Federal Way as the preferred alternative, we completed additional
fieldwork activities and environmental analysis. We made additional design
refinements to the preferred and South 334th Street alternatives.

September to November 2023: NEPA Draft/SEPA Supplemental Draft
EIS

The Federal Transit Administration (FTA) and Sound Transit published a
NEPA Draft/SEPA Supplemental Draft EIS that evaluated the same three
alternatives as the 2021 SEPA Draft EIS with the design refinements. Sound
Transit shared the Draft EIS with tribes, agency and jurisdictional partners,
and the public through a 45-day public comment period (engagement

summary, comment summary).

We are here: Final EIS

Sound Transit and FTA reviewed and responded to substantive comments
received on the 2021 and 2023 Draft EIS comment periods and has
published the Final EIS. The Sound Transit Board will select the project to
be built as soon as June 27. After that, FTA will issue a Record of Decision to
conclude the environmental review process.



Environmental review

What is an Environmental Impact Statement?

Before Sound Transit builds projects, we assess the potential effects of each project alternative on the natural and built
environment in a document called an Environmental Impact Statement. The EIS helps decision-makers, the public, and our
project partners evaluate the possible environmental impacts of each potential site during construction and operation. The
EIS also compares the effects of each alternative to inform the public, agencies, and the Sound Transit Board.

In the OMF South Draft EIS (2021, 2023), we looked at how the Midway Landfill, South 344th Street, and South 336th Street
alternatives would affect air and water quality, historical and cultural resources, property acquisition and land use, economic
effects, hazardous materials, ecosystem resources, environmental justice, cost, schedule, and more. In addition to the EIS, we
also conducted a Title VI Facility Equity Analysis to determine whether any of the facility location options would result in a
disparate impact to populations based on race, color, or national origin (2021, 2024 addendum).

Equitable community engagement is integral to the success of the OMF South project. Read our OMF South Draft EIS
Engagement Summaries (2021, 2023) to learn more about how we collected community input during both Draft EIS comment
periods.

Final EIS now available

The Final EIS includes analysis of the alternatives studied in the Draft EIS and responds to substantive comments received on
the Draft EIS. Learn how each alternative could affect air and water quality, historical and cultural resources, nearby
properties, ecosystem resources, cost, schedule, and more.

The Final EIS is available for public review in a variety of formats and locations.

e Online: soundtransit.org/OMFSdocuments

* Paper copies available for review at the following locations:

o Federal Way Library, 34200 1st Way S, Federal Way

o Federal Way 320th Library, 848 S 320th St, Federal Way

o Federal Way Community Center, 876 S 333rd St, Federal Way
o Federal Way City Hall, 33325 8th Ave S, Federal Way

o Kent Library, 212 2nd Ave N, Kent

o Kent Commons Community Center, 525 4th Ave N, Kent

o Kent City Hall, 220 4th Ave S, Kent

o Sound Transit Office, Union Station 401 S Jackson St, Seattle. Please call Sound Transit librarian at (206) 398-5344 from
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. to arrange an appointment.

* Request a copy: For a free copy of the executive summary, flash drive of the documents, or to purchase a printed copy
of the Final EIS and appendices, please contact Dominique Jones at (206) 683-4783 or dominique.jones@soundtransit.org.

After publication of the Final EIS, the Sound Transit Board considers the EIS analysis, comments received for the 2021 and
2023 Draft EIS documents, and other factors, then selects the project to be built. After the selection, we expect the Federal
Transit Administration to issue a Record of Decision. Sound Transit will then begin the next phase of the project—design and
construction of the facility!

How to find the response to your Draft EIS comment in the Final EIS

To find your comment and the associated response, please visit the Final EIS documents webpage, navigate to "Appendix L,"

and click the document that corresponds to you (2021, 2023).

If you provided your name or organization name with your comment, you can find your comment by finding your name in the
table of contents, or:

* Windows, PC: Typing CTRL + “F", typing the name provided with your comment, pressing “Enter”.

e Mac: Typing CMD + “F”, typing the name provided with your comment, pressing “Enter”.



Alternatives

This section provides key features about each of the three alternatives, detailed in the Final EIS. Scroll through this section

to learn key features for all alternatives and review key impacts in the next section of this website.
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Preferred alternative (South 336th Street)

On Dec. 16, 2021, the Sound Transit Board identified the South 336th Street ——— P —
alternative in Federal Way as the preferred alternative for OMF South. OEER,) aeme oo /
Key features § 5,

e The preferred alternative is in Federal Way, between South 336th Street and E‘,WT
South 341st Place, and between I-5 and SR 99.

* The site footprint is approximately 66 acres.

Ej"-":‘"h!_.-a

¢ The preferred alternative includes about 1.4 miles of mainline light rail tracks.
These tracks are necessary for the proposed Tacoma Dome Link Extension
(TDLE) light rail alignment, which is undergoing environmental review.

10T Aww 5

* The preferred alternative includes a test track to prepare new vehicles for

service. The test track would run parallel to the mainline tracks. Braterred Aernative
(Sauth 336th Sirest Alternative)

;]
r't'« .i._l_:-.:—m - CMF South Site Layiout

Site layout of the preferred alternative at
South 336th Street. This site layout includes
an extension of 18th Place South. | Click to
enlarge PDF

Why do the sites in Federal Way require light rail tracks? -

We would need to construct 1.4-1.8 miles of additional track (also called
“mainline” tracks) between the end of the Federal Way Link Extension
(currently in construction) to the potential OMF sites in Federal Way—the
preferred alternative at South 336th Street and the South 344th Street
alternative—to transport light rail cars from the regional system to the OMF

South.

If the Board selects to build the Midway Landfill alternative, we might build
the mainline tracks in Federal Way later, if TDLE is constructed as proposed.

TDLE is currently under environmental review.

The Midway Landfill site is next to the Federal Way Link Extension route, so
aside from short connecting tracks to the facility (also called “lead” tracks),
there would be no added light rail track needed for that alternative.



What’s a test track?

Before a new light rail vehicle can start carrying passengers, we test how it
performs on the track. Since we have light rail service running on the
mainline tracks most of the day, we currently do all vehicle testing during
the short service window, generally between 1-5 a.m. Building a test track
will allow us to test vehicles faster, readying them for service. After
analyzing the best location for a test track in our system, we found that
placing it near OMF South was the best fit technically and operationally.

Test Track and Access Road
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A test track would run parallel to the connecting light rail tracks for the preferred
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South 344th Street alternative

Key features

e The South 344th Street alternative is in Federal Way, between South 336th
Street and South 344th Street, and between I-5 and 18th Place South.

® The site footprint is approximately 64 acres.

e The South 344th Street alternative includes about 1.8 miles of mainline light
rail tracks, which would be necessary for the TDLE.

e This site would include a test track. The test track would run parallel and on
the east side of the connecting light rail tracks.

Why do the sites in Federal Way require light rail tracks? -

We would need to construct 1.4-1.8 miles of additional track (also called
“mainline” tracks) between the end of the Federal Way Link Extension
(currently in construction) to the potential OMF sites in Federal Way—the
preferred alternative at South 336th Street and the South 344th Street
alternative—to transport light rail cars from the regional system to the OMF
South.

If the Board selects to build the Midway Landfill alternative, we might build
the mainline tracks in Federal Way later, if TDLE is constructed as proposed.
TDLE is currently under environmental review.

The Midway Landfill site is next to the Federal Way Link Extension route, so
aside from short connecting tracks to the facility (also called “lead” tracks),
there would be no added light rail track needed for that alternative.
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What’s a test track?

Before a new light rail vehicle can start carrying passengers, we test how it
performs on the track. Since we have light rail service running on the
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analyzing the best location for a test track in our system, we found that
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Midway Landfill alternative

Key features

e The Midway Landfill alternative is in Kent, between South 246th Street and
South 252nd Street, and between I-5 and SR 99.

® The site footprint is approximately 68 acres.

¢ Due to its location along the Federal Way Link Extension line, the Midway
Landfill does not include mainline tracks.

e This site would not include atest track because of varying grades. We need
the test track at street level and on relatively straight and flat terrain,
making this location unsuitable for meeting minimum operational and
construction requirements.

How do you build on a landfill? -

Building on top of a landfill is a unique and complex challenge. Sound
Transit must address the likelihood that this ground will continue shifting
and settling over time, which could affect the tracks, equipment and other
infrastructure. To prevent settlement, Sound Transit is considering three
methods to prepare the Midway Landfill site for possible OMF construction:
Platform, Hybrid, and Full Excavation. Due to contaminated material,
material removed from the Midway Landfill during construction would
require disposal at another landfill facility equipped to accept
contaminated waste. The material would be hauled by truck to a regional
transfer facility and sent on by rail for disposal.

Platform

Construct an approximately 3.5-foot thick, 35-acre concrete platform on
top of a new landfill cap to support the facility. The platform option would
require removing some of the landfill and drilling approximately 700
concrete support shafts roughly 120-180 feet deep.
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Hybrid

Excavate almost all the landfill and replace it with soil and a T-foot thick, 30-
acre concrete slab supported by beams to provide a new surface to build
the OMF. The Hybrid option would also require approximately 300 drilled
concrete support shafts roughly 140 feet deep.

Midway Landfill
HYBRID

Finished Site Surface [} Remove Material OMF Building

—  Concrete Base Remove & Replace | | | Drilled Shafts

Existing Landfill Surface . Fill s Compact Exisiting Material

= = = Bottom of Landfill

Click to enlarge

Full Excavation

Remove and dispose of virtually all the landfill material and backfll with
new soil. The Full Excavation option would not include concrete support
shafts.
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Midway Landfill
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Click to enlarge

There are three different site preparation options, each with varying
impacts. These variations are why the Midway Landflll site has three values
listed in the next section.



Key impacts

You can explore this information as a downloadable PDF (available in English, Korean, Spanish, and Russian) in the Final EIS
Executive Summary (English), and in the Final EIS (English). These documents are accessible for screen readers. Please contact
us at OMFSouth@soundtransit.org or 206-398-5453 for additional accessibility resources.

Because of the need for the mainline tracks, the environmental impacts for the preferred and South 344th Street alternatives
are shown as two numbers, representing the impacts for the site and the mainline tracks.

B Preferred Alternative Midway Landfill

Construction Options
South 344th St t
_ ou ree P Platform

B Midway Landfill H Hybrid
T Mainline E Full Excavation

@ Opinion of Annual Operating

Probable Cost* Cost Estimate*
(Billions) (Millions)
Preferred Alternative EIRERIE:] Preferred Alternative 3k

South 344th Street EIFR-EE-3E] South 344th Street

Midway Landfill Midway Landfill 3K

Platform Option EYEEERXE]

Hybrid Option EPREREPR:]

Full Excavation Option EFRE R

Click to enlarge Click to enlarge

*Estimates are to be used for comparisons between alternatives only and do not represent the project budget. The preferred
alternative and South 344th Street alternative estimates are for the sites only and do not include costs for mainline tracks.

224, Residential 1L Business
n Displacements ﬁﬁi Displacements
(Units) (Units)

Preferred Alternative RERE 71-77** Preferred Alternative

South 344th Street PRI South 344th Street

Midway Landfill | 0 Midway Landfill

Click to enlarge Click to enlarge

** |f neither Federal Way alternative (the preferred alternative or South 344th Street alternative) is selected to be built and
the Tacoma Dome Link Extension (TDLE) is constructed as proposed, impacts from the mainline tracks could occur later in

time. TDLE is currently under environmental review.

"Includes GarageTown, comprised of ~60 owners.



Community and
Social Resource
Impacts

(Churches, schools, daycares)
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Click to enlarge

| Wetland
Impacts

(Acres of long-term impacts)

Preferred Alternative 1.6**
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Click to enlarge

Forest
Impacts
(Acres mature native forest)
Preferred Alternative 3
South 344th Street 4**

Midway Landfill |0

Click to enlarge

** If neither Federal Way alternative (the preferred alternative or South 344th Street alternative) is selected to be built and
the Tacoma Dome Link Extension (TDLE) is constructed as proposed, impacts from the mainline tracks could occur later in

time. TDLE is currently under environmental review.
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What comes next for OMF South

The Sound Transit Board is scheduled to select the project to be built as soon
as June 27. The decision will be based on findings from the Final EIS, public and

agency comments on the 2021 and 2023 Draft EIS documents, and other factors.

Board meetings are open to the public and public comment is accepted on
action items. The Federal Transit Administration (FTA) is anticipated to issue a

Record of Decision later in 2024 under NEPA. After this, the project will begin Link light rail trains are parked on maintenance
detailed design work and construction planning. platforms in the Link Storage Building.

OMF South schedule*

O June 7
¢ Final EIS published

® As soon as June 27

¢ Sound Transit Board selects the project to be built

® Q3 2024

¢ FTA issues Record of Decision

® 2025

e Begin final design and construction

@ 2032-2037*

* Forecasted in-service date
*Subject to change.

**Sound Transit is pursuing measures to advance the scheduled opening to as early
as 2030. If the Midway Landfill alternative is selected as the project to be built, the
opening date would be between 2035 and 2037, depending on the subsurface
construction design option. We will share an updated project schedule when we
have more certainty.
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