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Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)
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What’s an Environmental 
Impact Statement? 
or EIS for short
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What is typically studied in 
an EIS?
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Provides agencies and the public an understanding of 
environmental consequences and assists in decision-
making.

•	 Scope

•	 Range of alternatives

•	 Potential impacts

•	 Potential mitigation

%ì•`•ß›—
Transportation

‚�b†h«5ß
Natural 

Environment
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Built Environment
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What is typically studied in an EIS?

Transportation
�‡Regional transportation
�‡Transit services
�‡Arterial and local street systems
�‡Parking
�‡Non-motorized facilities
�‡Navigation
�‡Freight

Natural  environment
�‡Air quality and greenhouse

gas emissions
�‡Ecosystems
�‡Water resources
�‡Geology and soils

Built  environment
�‡Acquisitions, displacements and relocations
�‡Noise and vibration
�‡Economic effect
�‡Visual resources
�‡Parks and recreation
�‡Land use
�‡Energy
�‡Hazardous materials
�‡Public services
�‡Historic and archaeological resources
�‡Social resources, community facilities and 

neighborhoods
�‡Electromagnetic fields
�‡Utilities
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EIS studies: 
Environmental Justice

20

Environmental justice  means the just treatment and meaningful 
involvement of all people, regardless of income, race, color, national 
origin, Tribal affiliation, or disability, in agency decision making and other 
Federal activities that affect human health and the environment so that 
people:

(1) Are fully protected from disproportionate and adverse human health 
and environmental effects . . . including those related to climate change, 
the cumulative impacts of environmental and other burdens, and the 
legacy of racism or other structural or systemic barriers; and

(2) Have equitable access to a healthy, sustainable, and resilient 
environment in which to live, play, work, learn, grow, worship, and 
engage in cultural and subsistence practices.

(Council on Environmental Quality, National Environmental Policy Act 
implementing regulation, 2023)
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Equity and inclusion
Environmental justice focus 
within each area of the EIS and 
considers operational, 
construction, and cumulative 
effects. 

Transportation

Natural
Environment

Built      
Environment
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Equity tools and community 
engagement


¶�¹�d
½�ô&k���h+Å



 3/2024

���°?¿�³87�Z�¶Fb��

���������¤ ���������¤���������¤�� ���������¤���������¤ ���������¤-��}L¾!å���������¤ ���������¤ ���������¤���������¤

���������¤
F¨"AFJF~���6�R�X�Q�G��
�7�U�D�Q�V�L�W����<•A �x

���������¤���8�����8
�M!•F¨
pA�@’�O
87*.�dA�@’�3

���������¤
�,	�6�R�X�Q�G���7�U�D�Q�V�L�W�����3�ì���������¤���8.ê�Ê��

�0�L�G�W�R�Z�Q���-�D�P�H�V���6�W�U�H�H�WDú1	
¼�&�,�'�@�ê>‡��

;LË	pF�FÖ>‡�'�H�D�U�E�R�U�Q���6�W�U�H�H�WDú1	�Œ&ê
�%�D�O�O�D�U�G���/�L�Q�N�$�…N5-������%�/�(���]�&�,�'�@�ê
>‡��
;LË	p	p!å��,´OÆF¨�é�x�Ä

�,	���W�K���6�K�D�O�O�R�Z�H�U�¯FSFJ�p�9	p����
`
�é,´�œ�¡�ÔFJ Q�?,¬���0�W�x,ú

�,	�7�í���=�&�,�',´�¡N/L}8#�0�~��$KEE
�í���¡N/

�,	4^.��í���O'QA�Dú1	
`U��}�ì�…
<…�È�Ò0¦�2�]�ó	‡	p,´
�7-�i�´�Ú
�í

�,		q�0�8���" ���Í�
�5�(�7#q0;
¼�&�,�'���§	5�È
�

���������¤
�,	�$�à�5�(�7�a
z�Ö*à�³@…��L¾!å

�7�xF„	£�7�*@],´N5-�"ª1†
�,	�$�à1†+•�È���óFb •�3�È��	ú

�7�"@HI4,´�ç�ãL}8#�0�~�È�V

XF™+¦�rKÃK»�û���í�Ä�14¼
�W�Å

���������¤
�,		‡�2�]�ó�]�ó.D@>�33+�GK»�û
�,	/n	pB÷@:A�@’�3�ÈAÃ/n	p&ê	£�7�œ�x,´

�%�D�O�O�D�U�G���/�L�Q�N�$�…N5-��É*à�³�¡N/�a
�,	
z9y�x�Ê�Š�­$Æ�É
�,	0^�ÿ�£1y���§	5�����5�D�F�L�D�O���(�T�X�L�W�\���7�R�R�O�N�L�W����

�5�(�7�����a
z�Ö*à�³@…��L¾!å�$�à�È3=�•�à�ÉF¨
�é�x,´�6�À
¼N}�F,´/n	p�??»
�O{�È�V87"A
-n
¼�6�R�X�Q�G���7�U�D�Q�V�L�W�����3�6�Û�,.ê0û%‹
X1†
+•�È���óFb •�3�V�7�ç�ãL}8#�0�~

���������¤���887�����8
�6�7�����3.ê�Ê?±
X�:�H�V�W���6�H�D�W�W�O�H87
�%�D�O�O�D�U�G���/�L�Q�N�$�…N5-�*à�³�¡N/�a
z
9y�x�].D0¦,´D�4
87Dú1	�}5ž�ÉF¨�é

���������¤���8�����������¤���8
�6�7�����3?±"rFb�0!•.D0¦�%�/�(

���������¤�

N@@8,¬�x�%�D�O�O�D�U�G���/�L�Q�N�$
�…N5-�*à�³�¡N/�a
z3r
�x�Ä�����3F¨�÷	£�7�*@]

���������¤
N@@8�%�/�(N5-�
���
K»�û���Ë�=		

���������¤���8�����8
�:�H�V�W���6�H�D�W�W�O�H87�%�D�O�O�D�U�G��
�/�L�Q�N�$�…N5-�*à�³�¡N/�a
z
9y�xF¨
pA�@’�O87A�@’�3

���������¤���8�����8
�:�H�V�W���6�H�D�W�W�O�H87�%�D�O�O�D�U�G���/�L�Q�N�$�…
N5-�*à�³�¡N/�a
z9y�x,¬�x87A�@’

���������¤���8�����8
�*�ì�°>ƒ@…�`
¼�œ-n�?
?»
�O{�È@ï�¤�ÉF¨�é�x

���������¤ ��
�6�R�X�Q�G���7�U�D�Q�V�L�W	ú�6�H�D�W�W�O�H�2���Œ�ê��3t�@0^
�ÿ�£1y���§	5�����5�(�7�������Œ�?3t�Ä-(L��@�Ì�_
F{+X/n	p	ó87>|	�
¼�5�(�7#q0;.D��6<�@�È
��x
F„N5-�,¬�…(ð"ñ
¼/n	p	ó87>|	�

���������¤
�,	�i�
N}�F,´/n	p	ó87>|	�
¼�??»
�O{�¶@ï�¤�@�Ì��
�,	,¬�x�5�(�71\��L¾!å�ÉF¨�é�x�È�¦GýU�L�#�
X.D0¦�]

,´�ÉF¨�é�x,´%‹
X,ú<…��BÐ��
�,	�6�R�X�Q�G���7�U�D�Q�V�L�W�����3�Z�7�>�&�,�'	p!å,´OÆF¨�é�x

���������¤�¤�[�����������¤ ��
�É*à�³�¡N/�a
z9y�x�Ê�6�À�È	5��
*à�³!“5Ù�6�À�ÄFS
<�5�(�7#q0;�0�¥�¼
�@�Å�È���xF„N5-�,¬�…(ð"ñ	ú/n	p	ó

���������¤
�,	�¼�8���� ���5�(�7�a
z9y�x�Ö,¬�x*à�³@…��L¾!å�È�¦Gý

U�L�#�%‹
X,ú<…��BÐ���È�VG}
80^�ÿ�£1y�@�Ì
�,	�3�8������ �5�(�7�a
z�Ö,¬�x*à�³@…��L¾!å�È3=�•�É*à

�³�¡N/�a
z9y�x�Ê�??»�å@’�O�fLö�`,´/n	p�??»

�O{�Ä��

�,	�6�R�X�Q�G���7�U�D�Q�V�L�W�����3?±"r�ŠFb�0!•,´.D0¦�È	5��
.D0¦/n	p���*,´�##��È�V@ï�¤���W�K$*�”�È���7/n	p

��`,´�¡N/L}8#�0�~�È�VAÃ/n	p7-�P)¢�Ç�0�W,´
,ú<…�Ä

�,	/û�“������ �6�R�X�Q�G���7�U�D�Q�V�L�W	ú?¯Lõ
F�2�Í�
�5�(�7#q0;
¼
�&�,�'���§	5
�K»�¶�0FS�b,´/n	p.D@>�3	ú�¦��	ó87
#k	��È��+|�Ê���¼,´.D0¦1ô+·
¼�¼4¼!•P•��



 3/2024

��How we got here and where we are going

2017 20222018 20232019 2026We are here2020 2021 20392016

2016 
Sound Transit 
3 (ST3) voter 
approved

Feb - Mar 2018  
Early scoping comment 
period and open houses

2023
•	ST Board identi�ed Dearborn Street Station and 

Midtown (James Street) as preferred alternative 
and directed staff to study concepts

•	4th Shallower, maximizing connections to 
all regional/local transit modes

•	minimizing/ eliminating construction 
impacts to CID

•	 reduce duration of construction  
Regardless of station locations, explore 
potential improvements in south 
downtown

•	Nov – Guided by RET process and CID 
Toolkit, hosted open house and designed 2024 
engagement series

2026
•	Update RET Report: Environmental Review 

Phase will inform Project to be Built decision
•	Update strategies to advance opportunity 

and minimize harm documented and begin 
implementation as appropriate (ongoing)

2024
•	South Downtown Hub workshop series starts
•	Community Information Sessions to prepare 

community for upcoming Ballard Link Extension 
Draft EIS

•	RET Report: Environmental Review Phase 
update to include analysis of new alternatives 
and additional community feedback and share 
with the public and Sound Transit Board

•	 Identify potential strategies to advance 
opportunity and minimize harm

May & Oct 2019  
ST Board identi�es route and 
station location alternatives to 
be studied in West Seattle and 
Ballard Link Extensions Draft EIS

Jul 2022 - Feb 2023  
ST Board requests 
further studies for BLE

2026* 
Ballard Link Extension Final EIS 
anticipated to be published. 
Board selects project to be built

2039 
Anticipated start of 
service for the BLE

Feb - Mar 2019  
West Seattle and Ballard Link 
Extensions Draft EIS Scoping 
comment period and open houses

Jan - Apr 2022  
West Seattle and Ballard Link 
Extensions Draft EIS publication 
and comment period

Mar - Apr 2018  
Alternative re�nements based 
on technical evaluations and 
public feedback

2018 
Racial Equity Toolkit (RET) working group of 
staff from Sound Transit and City of Seattle 
formed. Outcomes drafted using input from 
previous community engagement and RET 
process informs project development and 
community engagement

2019
•	Outcomes re�ned based on additional 

community engagement and feedback 
•	RET Level 3 Alternatives Report published, 

highlighting potential bene�ts/burdens of 
alternatives being studied

•	Sound Transit Board does not identify a 
preferred alternative in the CID segment

Late 2019 - 2021  
Draft EIS analysis, including draft 
environmental justice analysis, completed 
alongside RET process to inform project 
development and community engagement

2022
•	February - Draft RET Report: Environmental 

Review Phase published, highlighting potential 
bene�ts/burdens and alignment with racial equity 
outcomes

•	July - RET Report: Environmental Review Phase 
published, incorporating community feedback 
from Draft EIS comment period. Sound Transit 
Board requests further studies, including 
studying concepts requested by community and 
re�ning 4th Shallow, minimizing impacts and 
maximizing community bene�ts.

•	Fall – Guided by RET process and CID Toolkit, 
Sound Transit and the City of Seattle host 
a series of community workshops and other 
engagement to shape further study scope and 
next steps 
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The Racial Equity Toolkit (RET) is designed to integrate an explicit consideration of racial equity in 
decision-making related to projects, policies, programs and practices. It is both a product and a process.

Step 2

Involve Stakeholders and 
Analyze Data
Gather information from community 
and staff on how the issue bene�ts 
or burdens the community in terms 
of racial equity. 

•	 What data should we collect?

•	 Whose voices need to be heard?

Step 5

Evaluate, Raise 
Awareness, Be 
Accountable 
Track impacts on 
communities of color 
overtime. Continue to 
communicate with and 
involve stakeholders. 
Document unresolved 
issues. 

Step 1

Outcomes
Establish key 
community 
outcomes for 
racial equity to 
guide analysis.

Step 4

Advance 
Opportunity or 
Minimize Harm
Develop 
strategies to 
create greater 
racial equity 
or minimize 
unintended 
consequences.

Step 3

Determine 
Bene�ts and/or 
Burdens
Analyze issue 
for impacts and 
alignment with 
racial equity 
outcomes.

Step 6

Report Back
Share 
information 
learned from 
analysis and 
unresolved 
issues

How does the RET inform decision-making 
for the Ballard Link Extension project?
During project planning, the RET de�nes outcomes for racial 
equity, examines route and station locations and how they 
perform relative to those outcomes, emphasizes meaningful 
community engagement  on potential bene�ts and burdens and 
how to advance opportunity or minimize harm, and elevates key 
considerations for the public and decision-makers. These results are 
shared with the community and Sound Transit Board at key project 
milestones to inform actions. 

What is the Racial Equity Toolkit? 














