
Peer Comparison: National Transit 
Database
Community Oversight Panel



• Created in 1974 to serve as data repository for all US transit systems

• Collects data on financial, operating and asset conditions using 
consistent methodology for all agencies

• Statistics used by FTA to allocate Federal formula funding and provide a 
source for peer comparison.

What is the National Transit Database?



Why do we do it?

Sound Transit receives about

$74 million annually
in Federal funds based on NTD data

15%

Sound Transit Operating Expenses

NTD Generated Funding All Other Sources

• From 2017 – 2046, FTA formula funds are 
projected to total just under $2.7 billion

• This is about 18% of the total $15.3 billion in 
grant funding in the financial plan



How does the FTA ensure data is accurate?
ST-Hired 

Independent Auditor
FTA-Hired 
Consultant



What data are we submitting? 
Federal Funding 
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Link Rail Insights

• Nearly full recovery 
since 2019 (COVID) 
in terms of boardings

• Boardings doubled 
from 2021 to 2022



Link Rail Insights

• Consistently higher 
boardings per 
revenue hour than 
peers (outside of 
COVID)



Link Rail Insights

Total Boardings



Link Rail Insights

• Higher operating 
expenses per 
revenue hour than 
peers



Link Rail Insights

• Consistent growth 
in facility 
maintenance 
employees relative 
to peers (>2x since 
2016)



Link Rail Insights

• Most escalators in 
light rail stations 
compared to peers



Commuter Bus Insights

• Passenger miles fell as a result of COVID
• Trip length (i.e. passenger miles per boarding) also fell slightly 

from 2021 to 2022



Commuter Rail Insights

• Passenger miles 
increased by 71% 
in 2022



Street Car Insights
• Total capital expenses 

increased in 
anticipation of the Hill 
Top Extension opening 
but went down in 2022



Link to the NTD Peer Comparison Tool

NTD Peer Comparison Tool

NTD Glossary
(Clickable only in slideshow mode)

https://www.soundtransit.org/ride-with-us/system-performance-tracker/peer-comparisons
https://www.transit.dot.gov/ntd/national-transit-database-ntd-glossary
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