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Executive Summary

The Operations and Maintenance Facility (OMF) South project is in the planning phase. Sound Transit
and the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) held a public comment period from September 22 to
November 6, 2023, to invite comments on the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) Draft/ State
Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) Supplemental Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). The NEPA
Draft/'SEPA Supplemental Draft EIS evaluates the same three possible OMF South sites as the 2021
SEPA Draft EIS and their potential impacts to the natural and built environment and identifies potential
mitigation measures. We provided information about the NEPA Draft/ SEPA Supplemental Draft EIS in
English, Spanish, Korean, and Russian, and invited comments through an online comment form, by mail,
by email, by voicemail, and through two public meetings and hearings. 2021 SEPA Draft EIS comments
remain valid and did not need to be resubmitted; we invited new comments on project changes and
updated analysis. More than 1,300 people visited the online open house during the comment period,
including more than 75 visitors to our in-language sites, and we received more than 50 comments. This
document summarizes outreach activities and public participation during the NEPA Draft/SEPA
Supplemental Draft EIS comment period. For a summary of public comments submitted, please read the
NEPA Draft/SEPA Supplemental Draft EIS Comment Summary Report. The Final EIS will include
responses to substantive comments from both the 2021 and 2023 Draft EIS comment periods and is
anticipated to be issued in 2024.

El proyecto de la Unidad de Operaciones y Mantenimiento (Operations and Maintenance Facility, OMF)
Sur se encuentra en la fase de planificacién. Sound Transit y la Administracion Federal de Transito
(Federal Transit Administration, FTA) tuvieron un periodo de discusion publica del 22 de septiembre al 6
de noviembre de 2023, para recibir comentarios sobre el borrador de la Ley de Politica Ambiental
Nacional (National Environmental Policy Act, NEPA) /borrador de la Declaracion de Impacto Ambiental
(Draft Environmental Impact Statement, EIS) suplementario de la Ley de Politicas Ambientales del
Estado (State Environmental Policy Act, SEPA). El borrador de la Ley de Politica Ambiental
Nacional/borrador de la Declaracién de Impacto Ambiental suplementario de la Ley de Politicas
Ambientales del Estado evalla los mismos tres sitios de la Unidad de Operaciones y Mantenimiento Sur
gue el borrador de la Declaracién de Impacto Ambiental de la Ley de Politicas Ambientales del Estado de
2021, y sus posibles impactos en el entorno natural y construido, e identifica posibles medidas de
mitigacion. Brindamos informacion sobre el borrador de la Ley de Politica Ambiental Nacional/borrador
de la Declaracién de Impacto Ambiental suplementario de la Ley de Politicas Ambientales del Estado en
inglés, espafiol, coreano y ruso, y solicitamos que nos proporcionaran comentarios a través de un
formulario de comentarios en linea, por correo, por correo electronico, por correo de voz y a través de
dos reuniones y audiencias publicas. Los comentarios sobre el borrador de la Declaraciéon de Impacto
Ambiental de la Ley de Politicas Ambientales del Estado de 2021 aln son validos y no es necesario
volver a presentarlos; invitamos a proporcionar nuevos comentarios sobre los cambios del proyecto y los
andlisis actualizados. Mas de 1,300 personas visitaron la jornada de puertas abiertas en linea durante el
periodo de comentarios, incluidos mas de 75 visitantes de nuestros sitios de idiomas distintos, y
recibimos mas de 50 comentarios. Este documento resume las actividades de divulgacion y participacion
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publica durante el periodo de comentarios del borrador de la Ley de Politica Ambiental Nacional/borrador
de la Declaracion de Impacto Ambiental suplementario de la Ley de Politicas Ambientales del Estado.
Para consultar un resumen de los comentarios publicos presentados, lea el resumen de los comentarios
de la Ley de Politica Ambiental Nacional/borrador de la Declaracion de Impacto Ambiental suplementario
de la Ley de Politicas Ambientales del Estado. La Declaracion de Impacto Ambiental final incluira las
respuestas a los comentarios sustanciales de ambos periodos de comentarios sobre los borradores de la
Declaracion de Impacto Ambiental de 2021 y 2023, y se prevé su publicacién para 2024.
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MpoekT basa akcnnyataumm n TexHudeckoro obenyxusanuna "HOr" (Operations and Maintenance
Facility, OMF) HaxoauTcs Ha aTane nnaHmpoBaHuda. AreHtctBom Sound Transit n
depepanbHbiM ynpasneHnem obuiectseHHoro TpaHenopTa (Federal Transit Administration,
FTA) 6bin yctaHoBneH nepuop obLiecTBeHHOro obcyxaeHunst ¢ 22 ceHTabps no 6 Hosbpsa 2023
roga ans npeacrtaBneHns 3aMmeyaHnii oT obLLECTBEHHOCTI MO NPOEKTY OTYETa O BO3AENCTBUN
Ha okpyxatowyto cpeany (Environmental Impact Statement, EIS) B cootBeTcTBMM C 3akOHOM O
HauMoHanbHOW nonuTuke B obnactun okpyxatowen cpepl (National Enviromental Policy Act,
NEPA)/gononHuTensHOMY NPOEKTY OTYETa B COOTBETCTBUM C 3aKOHOM O MOSIMTUKE LUTaTa B
obnactu okpyxatowen cpeapbl (State Enviromental Policy Act, SEPA). lNpoekT otyeTa o
BO3AENCTBUN Ha OKpY>KatoLLyto cpeny B cooTBeTcTBUM ¢ NEPA/gononHMTENbHBIN NPOEKT
oTyeTa B cooTBETCTBUM C SEPA gaeT oueHKy TeM XKe TPpeM BO3MOXHbIM MecTaMm A4S
ctpoutenbctea OMF "HOr", koTopble oueHMBaNMCb B MPOEKTE OTYETa O BO34ENCTBUN Ha
okpyxatowyto cpeay 2021 roga B cootBeTcTBUM ¢ SEPA, 1 nx noteHumansHOMy BO34ENCTBUIO
Ha NPUPOOHYIO N aHTPOMOreHHy0 cpealy, a Takke onpeaenseT BO3MOXHbIE Mepbl MO
CMSArYeHMI0 HeraTMBHbIX nocneacTsunii. Mbl npegocTaBunmn MHOPMaLMIo O NPOeKTe oT4eTa O
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BO3ENCTBUN Ha OKpYy>atoLLyto cpey B cooTBeTcTBUM ¢ NEPA/OONONHMTENBEHOM NpoekTe
oTyeTa B cooTBeTCTBUM C SEPA Ha aHIMUNCKOM, MCMAHCKOM, KOPENCKOM M PYCCKOM S3blkaxX U
npeanoXxunun obLecTBeHHOCTM NPeaCcTaBUTL CBOM 3aMeyaHnsi Yepes OHNanH oopmy, no nouyTe,
Mo 3NEKTPOHHOW NoYTE, NO rOfIOCOBOM NOYTE, a Takke B Xo4e ABYX NyGNMYHbIX COBELLaHWI 1
cnywaHun. 3amevaHunsi No NPOEKTy oT4YeTa O BO3AENCTBMM Ha OKpyXatoLwyto cpegy 2021 roga B
cooTtBeTCTBMM ¢ SEPA no-npexHemy 4eACTBUTENbHbI, K UX MOBTOPHOIO NPeACTaBeHns He
TpeboBanock; Mbl NPEANIOXUN BbiCKa3aTb HOBblE 3aMeYaHNsi N0 BHECEHHBIM B NPOEKT
n3mMeHeHnsaM n obHoBneHHomy aHanuay. bonee 1300 yenoBek noceTunu cobpaHune B pexnme
OHJTalNH B Te4eHune nepuoga obLiecTBeHHOro obcyxaeHus, Bknovas bonee 75 nocetutenen
HaLLMX CaWTOB Ha MUX POAHbLIX A3blkax, U Mbl nony4unu 6onee 50 koMmeHTapueB. B aTom
AOKYMEHTe COAepXUTCS KpaTkasa nHdopmMauusa o paboTe, NnpoBegeHHON C HaceneHnem, n o6
y4yacTum obLLEeCTBEHHOCTM B OOLLECTBEHHbIX ODCY)XAEHUSIX MPOEKTa O BO3AENCTBMM Ha
oKpy>xaroLyto cpeay B cootBetcTBumn ¢ NEPA/gononHUTENBLHOro NpoekTa otyeTa B
cootBeTcTBMM ¢ SEPA. KpaTkyto MH(popmaL Mo 0 npeacTaBneHHbIX 3aMeyaHnsax
06LLEeCTBEHHOCTU Bbl MOXXETE HaWTK B CBOAHOM OTYETE O NONYYEHHbIX KOMMEHTapUaX Mo
NPOEKTY OTYeTa O BO3AENCTBUN Ha OKPYXKAaIOLLLYIO cpefly B COOTBETCTBUM C
NEPA/oononHutensHOMy NpoekTy oT4eTa B cooTBeTCTBMM ¢ SEPA. 3aknioyeHune o
BO3AENCTBUN HA OKPY>KaloLLyto cpey OyaeT BknNtovaTb OTBEThI HA 3aMeYaHUs Mo CyLLecTBy No
obovM npoekTam OT4eTa O BO3AENCTBMM Ha OKpyxatoLlyto cpeay (2021 roga n 2023 roga) u
oXxuagaeTcs, YTo oHo ByaeT onybnukosaHo B 2024 roay.
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Overview Engagement by the numbers

As part of voter-approved funding for
regional light rail expansion, Sound Transit Sent nearly 5,200 mailers to

homes, apartments, and
businesses along the project

needs to build a new Operations and
Maintenance Facility in the South Sound to
accommodate additional vehicles for the
future 116-mile light rail system. Sound corridor
Transit will also extend Link light rail from
the future Federal Way Transit Center .
station (estimated opening in 2026) to the Received 55 formal comments

Tacoma Dome (estimated opening in 2035). " on the Draft EIS

We launched the Operations and
Maintenance Facility South project in 2018
in conjunction with the Tacoma Dome Link
Extension. After multiple rounds of
engagement, the Sound Transit Board
identified a set of alternatives to carry into
environmental review. We published a Draft
EIS under SEPA in 2021 that evaluated
three possible sites for the OMF South
facility: the Midway Landfill Alternative, the
South 336th Street Alternative, and the
South 344th Street Alternative. The Midway
Landfill Alternative is located in Kent and the
other two alternatives are located in Federal
Way (see Appendix A). After a public

Www
comment period (engagement summary, 0

Over 1,300 users participated

in an online open house

More than 45 attendees came
to two public meetings and
hearings (one online, one
in-person)

Sent four project email
updates to more than 4,800
recipients

Placed print and online display
advertisements in six local
publications

comment summary), the Sound Transit
Board identified the South 336th Street site
as the preferred alternative in December
2021.

To align federal and state processes, we
published a NEPA Draft/SEPA
Supplemental Draft EIS on September 22,
2023, that evaluates the same alternatives
studied in the 2021 SEPA Draft EIS. Based
on its transit expertise and federal funding
opportunities, FTA is the lead federal
agency. Sound Transit and FTA held a

Held briefings with two partner
agencies and two property
owner and resident groups

Reached over 200 people

through Sound Transit
public comment period from September 22 Facebook ads

to November 6 to invite comments on the
SEPA Draft/NEPA Supplemental Draft EIS
findings.

Draft EIS Engagement Summary
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Comment opportunities
From September 22 — November 6, 2023, the public provided comments in the following ways:
Submitting comments through the online form on our website: omfsouth.participate.online
Attending one of two public meetings and hearings:
o Online: October 19, 11:30 a.m. — 1:30 p.m., Zoom
o In-person: October 24, 5:30-7:30 p.m., Federal Way Performing Arts & Events Center
e Emailing comments to OMFSouth@soundtransit.org
e Leaving a voicemail comment at 206-257-2141
e Mailing a letter to: OMF South c/o Erin Green, Sound Transit, 401 S Jackson Street, Seattle, WA
98104

Outreach activities

Community input is integral to the success of the OMF South project. Sound Transit is committed to
equitable community engagement and actively reflects on public input to incorporate lessons learned to
improve future conversations. Sound Transit values building stronger relationships with historically
underserved communities in the OMF South project area.

Online open house (omfsouth.participate.online)
An online open house was live for the duration of the comment period. The public could visit the website
to review what had changed since the 2021 SEPA Draft EIS, review a summary of the findings of the
NEPA Draft/SEPA Supplemental Draft EIS and supporting materials, along with submitting comments via
an online comment form. In addition to English, the website was also available in Korean, Russian, and
Spanish. The website contained accessibility features including screen reader-friendly content and
detailed alternative text. Digital factsheets and documents throughout the site were made into accessible
PDFs. A total of 1,321 people visited the online open house including:

e 1,241 visitors to the English site

e 72 visitors to the Spanish site

e Two visitors to the Korean site

e Six visitors to the Russian site
Public meetings and hearings
Sound Transit hosted one online public meeting and one in-person public meeting to provide general
information about the Draft EIS and offer attendees the opportunity to provide public comment.

The online public meeting was held on Zoom on Thursday, October 19, from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
More than 20 people attended the meeting. The first portion of the virtual meeting consisted of a
presentation and a live question-and-answer segment. The presentation provided an overview of the
OMF South project and the NEPA Draft/SEPA Supplemental Draft EIS comment period. The Q&A
segment offered the public the opportunity to submit written questions for answers from a panel of Sound
Transit staff who represented different disciplines on the project team, including engineering and design,
environmental, and property acquisition and relocation. The second portion of the online meeting
consisted of a public hearing with a representative of Sound Transit listening to attendees who wanted to
provide a public comment. Public hearing comments were captured by a court reporter.

The in-person meeting was held at the Federal Way Performance Arts & Events Center on Tuesday,
October 24, from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. More than 25 people attended the meeting. The in-person meeting
included an open house where members of the public could browse displays with information on the
environmental review process and Draft EIS findings. Sound Transit subject-matter experts were
available to answer questions from the public. The event also included an overview presentation on the
OMF South and NEPA Draft/SEPA Supplemental Draft EIS comment period. Following the presentation,

Draft EIS Engagement Summary
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members of the public could return to the open house or participate in the public hearing, with a
representative of Sound Transit listening to attendees who wanted to provide a public comment. Public
hearing comments were captured by a court reporter and attendees were also able to fill out a written
comment form at the meeting.

Left: Participants view project materials and speak with staff during the October 24 public meeting and hearing.
Right: Participants at the October 24 public meeting and hearing watching an overview presentation. The same
presentation was provided during the online public meeting and hearing on October 19.

Both meetings utilized standard accessibility features. The online meeting featured live captioning (in
English) and was screen-reader accessible. Sound Transit offered simultaneous interpretation in
American Sign Language, Spanish, Korean, and Russian at the online and in-person meetings. The in-
person meeting also included translated materials in Spanish, Korean, and Russian. Sound Transit staff
communicated the language and accessibility features throughout the public meetings and hearings to
ensure attendees understood how to fully participate. Languages available for interpretation were based
on the demographic data of the study area.

Mailers

The project team sent 5,170 mailers to residences and businesses within a half-mile of site alternatives.
The mailer included translations in Korean, Russian, and Spanish. The content included information
about the comment period, an overview of site locations, directions on how to comment, and resources
where recipients could find more information about the OMF South environmental review process and
access the NEPA Draft/SEPA Supplemental Draft EIS.

Posters

To increase awareness of the comment period, the project team distributed posters to eight community
gathering spaces and other areas where the public is likely to congregate in Kent and Federal Way. The
poster included information on the online open house, public meeting and hearing dates, and how to
submit a comment. The poster included translations in Korean, Russian, and Spanish (see Appendix B).

Online and print display ads for South Sound publications

Sound Transit ran print display ads and online ad campaigns in six publications throughout the comment
period. Ad placements included English, Spanish, Korean, and Russian publications to reach audiences
in the project area and region. Online ads were geo-targeted, when possible, to focus on audiences in
Kent and Federal Way. The ad messaging communicated learning more about the NEPA Draft/SEPA
Supplemental Draft EIS and providing new comments on it. The project team placed ads in the following

Draft EIS Engagement Summary 6
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publications: Kent Reporter, Federal Way Mirror, International Examiner, El Siete Dias, Korean Times
Seattle, Russian Town Seattle, and Facebook (geotargeted ads in English, Spanish, and Russian).

Legal notices

Sound Transit ran a legal notice about the availability of the NEPA Draft/SEPA Supplemental Draft EIS
for public comment in the Seattle Times, the Tacoma News Tribune, and the Daily Journal of Commerce.
Legal notices were run on September 22, September 29, and October 6. The legal notice provided
information on the project, availability of the SEPA Draft/NEPA Supplemental Draft EIS, public meeting
times and locations, and how to comment.

Sound Transit project listserv updates

The project team sent four email updates regarding the NEPA Draft/SEPA Supplemental Draft EIS
comment period to over 4,800 subscribers of the OMF South project listserv. The purpose of these
listserv updates was to announce publication of the document and the comment period, direct recipients
on how to access the document and submit comments and invite people to the online public meetings
and hearings.

Social media

Sound Transit promoted the OMF South project Draft EIS comment period and online open house
through content on Sound Transit's Facebook account. This included posts and events for the two public
meetings and hearings on Facebook reaching 224 people.

Sharing physical materials

To increase accessibility for the community, project staff mailed physical copies of the NEPA Draft/SEPA
Supplemental Draft EIS to frequently visited community hubs, including the Federal Way Library, Federal
Way 320th Library, Federal Way Community Center, Federal Way City Hall, Kent Library, Kent Commons
Community Center, and Kent City Hall, and to other locations by community request.

Outreach toolkits

During the comment period, the project team distributed four outreach toolkits to local organizations and
governments so they could amplify the EIS comment period and the opportunity to comment to their
respective networks. The outreach toolkit included a digital flyer and social media posts.

Briefings to agencies in the project corridor
Sound Transit sought briefings with agency partners to continue building relationships. Discussion topics
included the EIS process, updated Draft EIS findings, and next steps for the OMF South project. Sound
Transit met with the following groups:

e City of Federal Way

e City of Kent

Property owner engagement

Outreach and engagement with property owners has continued following the publication of the SEPA
Draft EIS in April 2021. Property owners have had the opportunity to request briefings with the project
team through an online scheduling tool. Briefings with property owners included project updates and
information on the property acquisition and relocation process.

Sound Transit met with the following property owner and resident groups during the comment period to
speak about NEPA Draft/SEPA Supplemental Draft EIS findings, and answer questions, and share how
to comment on the Draft EIS:

e GarageTown, two people attended the briefing

e Belmor Park, 59 people attended the briefing

Draft EIS Engagement Summary
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Outcomes and next steps

The NEPA Draft/SEPA Supplemental Draft EIS Comment Summary Report, or a summary of all
comments we received, is available on the project website. The Final EIS will include responses to all
substantive comments received from the SEPA Draft EIS in 2021 and the 2023 NEPA Draft/SEPA
Supplemental Draft EIS. The Final EIS is anticipated to be published in mid to late 2024. Once the Final
EIS is issued, the Sound Transit Board will select a project to be built, and FTA will issue a Record of
Decision under NEPA.

Draft EIS Engagement Summary
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Appendix A: Draft EIS Alternatives Overview Map
Midway Landfill Alternative
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Appendix B: Draft EIS poster

Sound Transit is planning a new light rail

maintenance facility in your area. Do you have new
comments to share on our environmental analysis?
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Mbi nnaHupyem nocTPOUTEL B BaweM palioHe HOBYIO PEMOHTHO-
3KCnnyaTauMoHHY o Basy nerkopenbcoBOro TpaHcnoprta. ¥ Bac ectb
HOBble KOMMEHTapuM Mo NOBoAY NPOBOANMOrO HaMU 3KONOrMYECcKoro
aHanu3a?

Estamos planificando una nueva unidad de mantenimiento del tren
ligero en su drea. cDesea compartir nuevos comentarios
sobre nuestros analisis ambientales?

Comment on the OMF South NEPA Draft/SEPA Supplemental Draft EIS by Nov. 6:

118 6U4HX| HIZE OMF South 27} £ X% ¥(National Environmental Policy Act, NEPA) %0t/3
£tZ 3™ ¥(State Environmental Policy Act, SEPA) 2t EtAH S ILA EoHEIS X0H)0j 23t o)A
HO 6 HOHGPH NPUHUMAKOTCA KOMMEHTapUK NO NPOEKTY 3aABNeHUA O BO3AEUCTBUMN Ha
OKPYXalouyio cpey PeMOHTHO-3KCNyaTaunoHHon 6a3ei (Operations and Maintenance
Facility, OMF) South, nogroroBnesHomy cornacHo npoekty HauuoHnanbHoro 3akoHa o6
oxpaHe okpyxatowen cpeasi (National Environmental Policy Act, NEPA) u 3akoHy 06 oxpaxe
oKpyxaiouei cpeasbl wrara Washington (Washington State Environmental Policy Act, SEPA).

Comparta sus comentarios sobre el borrador de la EIS contemplado en la NEPA y un borrador de la

EIS suplementario contemplado en la SEPA de la Unidad de Operaciones y Mantenimiento (OMF) Sur
antes del 6 de noviembre:

omfsouth.participate.online

® SoUNDTRANSIT
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Provide new comments by Nov. 8, 2023
‘Submit your new camments in the folowing waye:
Website: omfsouth.participate.online
Public meetings and hearings:

* Online meeting | Oct. 19 | 11:30 am-1:30 pm.

For more information, please visit omfeouth particpate cnline
* In-person meeting | Federal Way Performing Arts and Events Center |
Oct. 24 | 5:30-7:30 pam.
31510 Pete von Reichbauer Way S, Federal Way, WA
Emall o volcemall: OMFSouthDEIS @scundtransil.org or 208-267-2141
Mail: OMF South, c/o Elma Borbe, St. Environmental Planner
Sound Transit, 401 S, Jackson Street, Seattle, WA 98104
Envie nuevos comentarios antes del 6 de noviembre de 2023
Envie sus nuevos comentarios de las siguientes maneras
Sitio web: online
Reuniones y audiencias pablicas:

* Reunién en inea | 19 de octubre | de 11 30a = 30u m,
Para obtener més informacidn, wsite omiso

+ Federal Way Performing Arts and Events Center | 24 de octubre | de 5:30 a
7:30 p. m. 31510 Pete von Reichbauer Way S, Federal Way, WA

Com elacnﬂnlw © mensaje de vo.

OME: .3uo?05 257-2141

Correo: OMF South, c/o Eima Borbe, Sr. Environmental Planner

Sound Transit, 401 S Jackson Streat, Seattlo, WA 98104

KaeM BaUuX KOMMEHTapHeR A0 6 HoAGpA 2023 roaa
Hitke yKaIaHO, KBK MOXHO NOAEIVITACE KOMMENTSPUAMA
Be6-cair: omfsouth-russian.participate.online
OBluecTBeNHLI BCTPeuH U CryWwaHWA:
« Ownain-sctpeva | 19 oxrabps | 11:30-13:30
BoARe N0APOBHaR MHGORMALINR NPHBRAEHa Ha CaTe
on articipate onlin
« Uewrp Federal Way Performing Arts and Events Center | 24 oktabpa

| 17:30-19:30 no agpecy
31510 Mt dou Paixbaysp ¥ai S, Gegepan Yait, Bawnnrron
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Operations and Maintenance Facility South

Appendix C: Comments Received by Comment Method

The table below shows the number of public comments on the Draft EIS that were received for each
comment method. For a summary of all public comments submitted on the Draft EIS, please read the
Draft EIS Comment Summary Report.

Method Number of comments

Online open house 23
Email 5
Letter 9
Voicemail 2
Written comment forms 6
Public hearing comments 10
Total 55

Draft EIS Engagement Summary


https://www.soundtransit.org/sites/default/files/documents/operations-and-maintenance-facility-south-deis-comment-summary-report-202404.pdf

