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OMF South

Appendix D. Scoping Comments from Tribes, Agencies, and
Elected Officials

Scoping comment letters were received from two tribal governments, one state agency, three
cities, one school district, two regional agencies, and one elected official. Letters are included in
this appendix in the following order:

Tribes

e Puyallup Tribe of Indians

e Muckleshoot Indian Tribe
State Agencies

¢ Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT)

Regional and Local Agencies

e City of Des Moines

o City of Federal Way (Office of the City Council)

o City of Federal Way (Public Works Director and Community Development Director)
o City of Kent (March 7, 2019)

e City of Kent (March 29, 2019)

o Federal Way Public Schools

e King County Metro

e Seattle Public Utilities

Elected Officials

¢ King County Metropolitan Councilmember Dave Upthegrove
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From: Charlotte Basch <Charlotte.Basch@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, March 13, 2019 2:34 PM

To: Chris Johnstone <cjohnstone@enviroissues.com>

Subject: Puyallup Tribe comment

Good afternoon,

The proposed project areas for the OMF South are on the ancestral lands of the Puyallup peoples and
are therefore of significance to the Puyallup Tribe of Indians. We intend to remain in the loop
throughout the OMF South project, and look forward to the Consultation process. Please consider me
the primary contact in the Puyallup Tribe’s Historic Preservation Office for this project.

Best,
Charlotte

Charlotte Basch

Assistant Tribal Historic Preservation Officer
Puyallup Tribe of Indians

Historic Preservation Department
253.573.6152
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From: Karen Walter <KWalter@muckleshoot.nsn.us>

Sent: Monday, April 1, 2019 11:15 AM

To: Rehmat, Hussein <hussein.rehmat@soundtransit.org>

Subject: RE: ST OMF South SEPA EIS Agency and Tribal Scoping Meeting Presentation- MITFD scoping
comments

Hussein,

| apologize that no one from the Muckleshoot Tribe Fisheries Division was able to attend the scoping
meeting for Sound Transit’s Operations and Maintenance Facility South project. | have reviewed the
available information on Sound Transit’s website and the agency/tribal presentation. We offer these
comments:

Most of the potential OMF south sites appear to be located away from streams. We'd like to remind
Sound Transit that some of the streams in or near the SR 99 and I-5 corridors are currently in pipes. For
those sites currently identified, Sound Transit should verify the location of piped sections of streams
which could affect the site assessment work to come. Also, based on other Sound Transit project’s, it
will be important to discuss further any piped streams in terms of how they will be avoided, or if they
need modification, the need to restore fish passage to accessible fish habitats that exist upstream, as
well as, how the project will avoid precluding any future culvert replacement projects to restore fish
passage. Itis likely that these issues may not apply for several of the sites, but since this is a scoping
opportunity, it is best that these issues be identified now so the project can plan accordingly.

We appreciate the opportunity to review the scoping notice and look forward to working with Sound
Transit as this project progresses. Please note that once the Draft EIS is available for distribution, it
should be sent to the Tribe’s Fisheries Division and Preservation Programs, in addition to any copy that is
sent to the Tribal chair. Staff will need as much review time as possible and cannot avoid time delays
because one copy was sent to the Tribe via the Tribal chair.

If you have any questions, please send me a reply to this email.

Thank you,
Karen Walter
Watersheds and Land Use Team Leader

Muckleshoot Indian Tribe Fisheries Division
Habitat Program

39015-A 172" Ave SE

Auburn, WA 98092

253-876-3116

Page D-3 | Scoping Summary Report May 2019


















\ CITY OF OFFICE OF Tﬂg City COUNCIL
33325 8" Avenue South
~= Federal Way Federal Wav, WA 9B005.6325

~ Centered on Opportunity 253- 835-2401

SRR, AL RECEIVED
MAR 05 2l
Sound Transit Board

48;l S Ja?llczzln S:)reet _—_l

Seattle, Washington 98104 —

Re: Operations and Maintenance Facility - South
Dear Sound Transit Board Members:

The Federal Way City Council conducted a study session on February 19, 2019 to further understand the
siting process for Sound Transit’s Operations and Maintenance Facility - South (OMF South). The
Council thanks Sound Transit staff for attending, presenting and answering questions. Following the
study session, the Council understands that February 19, 2019 marks the start of the scoping and public
comment period prior to selection of sites to study during the Draft Environmental Impact Statement
(Draft EIS) process. As part of the public comment period, the Council is writing to state that the City's
preferred site for the OMF South is at the Midway Landfill.

The City and Sound Transit have a shared interest in the success of the light rail system expansion, both
the physical construction of the stations and alignment, as well as creating vibrant, transit-oriented re-
development adjacent to the stations and otherwise minimizing and mitigating impacts to residents,
businesses and infrastructure. The City of Federal Way will be impacted by Sound Transit’s light rail
link extension projects from our northern border to our southern border parallel to Interstate 5 and Pacific
Highway 99, a total corridor length of over seven miles. Siting the OMF South at the Midway Landfill
will prevent further disruption and property loss within the City while locating the facility along tracks
that will already be constructed as part of the Federal Way Link Extension Project.

Six locations were presented as possible sites for the OMF South: Site 1 at the Kent Lowes, Sites 3 and
3A at the Midway Landfill, Site 7 at S 316™ St and Military Road, Site 9 at the Christian Faith Center, and
Site 10A at S 344" St and Interstate 5. Although Site 1 is north of the Midway Landfill and outside of the
City, we struggle to understand why Sound Transit would eliminate local businesses when other viable
options exist immediately south that do not impact local businesses. Site 7 is within unincorporated King
County and requires two crossings of Interstate 5 and relocating many single family homes in a residential
area. Sites 9 and 10A are within the City of Federal Way and will dramatically impact existing residents
and businesses. Although Sites 3 and 3A at the Midway Landfill have potentially higher initial
construction costs, the costs at other sites related to long-term impacts to existing businesses and
neighborhoods have been undervalued.

The Midway Landfill is already publicly owned, undeveloped and subject to limited possible reuse. An
operations and maintenance facility is a viable use for the property and is likely one of the few options to
utilize the otherwise idle landscape directly adjacent to Interstate 5 and Pacific Highway 99. The Council
prefers siting the OMF South at the Midway Landfill and strongly recommends that Sound Transit
continue to evaluate the Midway Landfill during the Draft EIS.



The City is further reviewing the materials provided for both the OMF and the TDLE under the scoping
period and will be providing additional comments under separate cover.

Sincerely,
y o
Susdn Honda, Deputy Mayor
r (] ——

Hoang V. ?raa Councilmember Mark Koppang, Councilmember
—-—— / > z -,
—Martin-Moore-Courciimember Dini Duclos, Councilmember

City of Federal Way
ce Peter Rogoff, Sound Transit CEO

Jim Ferrell, Federal Way Mayor
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