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Office of the
SUPERINTENDENT

April 1, 2019

Hussein Rehmat,
Sound Transit, Environmental Planner
401 S. Jackson Street, Seattle, WA 98104

Dear Mr. Hussein Rehmat,

Federal Way Public Schools is closely woven into the surrounding community, and we
continually take steps to strengthen these ties. As a result, we have developed long
lasting relationships which extend beyond the city of Federal Way and throughout the 35
square miles we serve.

As we looked over all the optional locations for the Sound Transit Operations Maintenance
Facility (OMF), we can’t help but see the number of residents, businesses, and faith-based
organizations that these options will negatively impact. However, there are two options,
both of which use the Midway Landfill site, that we feel would have the least impact to our
community and surrounding neighbors.

We understand the challenges Sound Transit is facing to complete the project, however,
we cannot support a decision that displaces members of our community. Federal Way
Public Schools serves student-scholars who come from a variety of backgrounds, including
60 percent who qualify for Free and Reduced Lunch and 20 percent who are currently
learning the English language. Our families and scholars do not need the additional
challenges a relocation would create.

In summary, Federal Way Public Schools would like to recommend Sound Transit focus on
two possible locations for the future OMF. Those locations are represented as Midway
Landfill and 1-5 and Midway Landfill and SR99. We see these two locations as having the
least potential for impact compared to the other site options presented.

Sincerely,

Dr. Tammy Campbell, Superintendent

Federal Way Public Schools | Each Scholar: A voice. A dream. A BRIGHT Future.
33330 8™ Avenue South, Federal Way, WA 98003 | p.253.945.2000 | f.253.945.2011] www.fwps.org



OMF South

From: Greene, John <jgreene@kingcounty.gov>

Sent: Friday, March 29, 2019 2:32 PM

To: OMF South Scoping

Cc: Burchett, Lori; Zacharias, Gillian; Turner, Sally

Subject: Sound Transit Operations and Maintenance Facility South Project EIS Scoping

Thank you for the opportunity to participate in the EIS scoping process for the Sound Transit Operations
and Maintenance Facility South (OMFS) Project. The King County Metro Transit team has the following
comments.

1.  The EIS should discuss coordination between the OMFS and Federal Way Link Extension (FWLE)
projects since both projects are on the same timeline for construction and opening.

2.  The EIS should evaluate the impacts of both the OMFS and FWLE, as well as other, concurrent
projects on the affected jurisdictions’ ability to review, permit, and conduct construction
inspections.

3.  The EIS should evaluate the cumulative impacts of the OMFS and FWLE on the impacted
communities and built environment during and following construction.

Metro Staff Responsibilities
Going forward, Lori Burchett will continue to be the lead participant and main point of contact for

Metro. John Greene will be responsible for Metro’s internal coordination in support of its role during the
SEPA environmental review process. Their contact information is as follows:

Lori Burchett John Greene

Transportation Planner Il Senior Environmental Planner
King County Metro Transit King County Metro Transit
King Street Center King Street Center

201 S. Jackson St, KSC-TR-0413 201 S. Jackson St, KSC-TR-0431
Seattle, WA 98104-3856 Seattle, WA 98104-3856
206-263-3086 206-263-0506
Lori.Burchett@kingcounty.gov jgreene@kingcounty.gov

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on the alternatives and scope of the EIS.

John Greene, PMP

Senior Environmental Planner

King County Metro Transit

201 South Jackson St., MS KSC-TR-0431
Seattle, WA 98104-3856

(206) 263-0506
jgreene@kingcounty.gov
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Dave Upthegrove
Councilmember, District 5
Metropolitan King County Council

Monday, March 18, 2019

Peter Rogoff

CEO, Sound Transit
401 S. Jackson Street
Seattle, WA 98104

Dear Mr. Rogoff,

| am writing to convey my concerns regarding the S 240%™ St. and SR 99 site on the list of alternatives for
the Operating and Maintenance Facility (OMF) South. After meeting with Sound Transit staff on several
occasions to better understand the capital and operational needs, as well as hearing from elected
leaders and constituents in my district who have valid concerns about the viability of the S 240™" St. and
SR 99 site, | share their concerns. Based on the information | have at this point, | don’t believe this
alternative merits further consideration as an OMF site.

| understand this has been a multi-year effort by Sound Transit to identify potential sites for an OMF in
the southern corridor as a necessary component of delivering the light rail service promised in ST3.
Understanding that there are no ideal sites in this largely built-out corridor, there is one site on the list
of proposed areas where an OMF is simply not appropriate. Specifically, siting such a facility on the S
240%™ St. and SR 99 site could harm a rare opportunity for transit-oriented development (TOD) adjacent
to a light rail station. Blocking the opportunity to improve the economy and quality of life in this diverse
low-income area fails to realize our own Board-adopted equitable transit oriented development vision,
which reads “equitable transit communities are mixed-use transit served neighborhoods that
provide...greater social and economic opportunity for current and future residents.”

The construction of a light rail station in the Kent/Des Moines Corridor has long held the promise of
revitalizing the local neighborhood in a way that supports an exciting community vision. The Kent/Des
Moines Station area has been a multi-jurisdictional priority for transit oriented development and can
provide much needed housing, employment and services for this area. The City of Kent has been a
supportive partner in Federal Way Link Extension and has taken all of the needed steps to plan for
future redevelopment of the station area to maximize ridership potential and livability along the
corridor. In 2011, the City of Kent completed its Midway Subarea Plan which included the prioritization
of high-density development to compliment the anticipated future transit in the area. Taking thirty to
fifty acres of this station area for an OMF site would hinder such potential development.

Not only would locating this facility at the S 240%™ St. and SR 99 site reduce the capacity for affordable
housing near the Kent/Des Moines Station, it would also displace thirty families currently living in a
mobile home park within the site footprint. As we see the demand for affordable housing continue to
rise — especially in South King County — | find it unacceptable to eliminate thirty affordable housing units.

King County Courthouse, 516 Third Avenue Suite 1200, Seattle, WA 98104
206-477-1005 dave.upthegrove@kingcounty.gov www.kingcounty.gov/upthegrove



Dave Upthegrove
Councilmember, District 5
Metropolitan King County Council

Even if this site were not to be selected eventually by the Board as the Preferred Alternative, simply
remaining on the list of alternatives during the environmental review phase will significantly delay
development opportunities. | appreciate the efforts the agency has taken to-date to ensure that transit-
oriented development is not an after-thought at the Kent/Des Moines station area, but rather a
concurrent planning opportunity.

The Federal Way Link Extension will open in 2024. | believe the universal desire of Sound Transit, the
City of Kent, and King County is to be well into the redevelopment planning process of the Kent/Des
Moines station area before that date. Should the S. 240%" St. and SR 99 site be advanced by the Sound
Transit Board in May to move forward into the multi-year Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)
process, our shared goal to move the redevelopment planning process forward will be significantly
delayed.

Finally, and very importantly, | do not believe my constituents in Kent and Des Moines want the facility
built at this location. As a public agency, we have a responsibility to listen to the needs and desires of
the citizens who have authorized and funded our regional transit system. As an elected official, it is my
duty to speak on behalf of and act upon the interests of the people | represent.

In reviewing the Alternatives Evaluation Technical Memorandum, | believe there are other more
promising sites for Sound Transit to take into the environmental review phase of the project. Based on
the information presented so far, | will be asking my fellow board members to join me in support of a
motion that the S. 240%™ St. and SR 99 site not be advanced into the EIS.

Thank you,

Dave

Dave Upthegrove
Sound Transit Board of Directors

King County Courthouse, 516 Third Avenue Suite 1200, Seattle, WA 98104
206-477-1005 dave.upthegrove@kingcounty.gov www.kingcounty.gov/upthegrove
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