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COMMENT LETTERS 
Scoping comment letters were received from several businesses, community groups, and 
members of the public. Letters are included in this appendix in alphabetical order:  

 AAA Contractors  
 Alan Holt 
 Arnold and Sue DeWalt 
 Cairncross & Hempelmann (representing Dick’s, Gresham, Midway Mobile Homes) 
 Garage Town 
 Gresham Transfer 
 James Hollatz 
 Janet Vahala 
 John and Adelaide Haferbecker 
 Julie Beffa 
 Kent Downtown Partnership 
 Madison Hibbard 
 Malcom and Mary Klug 
 Mark Hentges 
 Mark Howlett 
 McCarthy & Causseaux (representing Ellenos) 
 McCullough Hill Leary PS (representing Guardian, Lowe’s) 
 Michael Jugwilon 
 Patricia Pugnetti 
 Paul Griggs 
 Rene Lambion 
 Sound Services 
 US Towing 
 Washington Retail Association 



















 

 
 

 PHONE FAX E-MAIL 

51 W Dayton Street, Suite 201, Edmonds, WA 98020 206-947-9416 425-582-8061 brad@garagetown.com 

 

GarageTown Federal Way 

         March 27, 2019 

Sound Transit  
Environmental Planner 
Mr. Hussein Rehmat 
401 South Jackson Street 
Seattle, WA 98104 
 
Dear Mr. Rehmat, 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments for the Sound Transit Operations and Maintenance Facility South (OMF South) 
scoping process.  I am the President of, the Garage Town Federal Way Condominium Association, and the developer of the of Garage 
Town Federal Way, which is a 67 unit condominium storage facility, with 56 individual owners.  Garage Town consists of four 
concrete tilt-up industrial buildings totaling 72,000 Sq.-Ft.  Our 4.22 acre property is included in Site 10A, which is under 
consideration as a possible location for the OMF South.  Site 10A was evaluated in the OMF South Alternatives Evaluation Technical 
Memorandum dated February 18, 2019.  I am very concerned that the evaluation of Site 10A in the memorandum is not accurate 
and that Site 10A does not meet the criteria for the OMF South.  Therefore Site 10A should be removed from consideration and not 
included in the group of sites evaluated in the Environmental Impact Statement phase. Below is a summary of the areas where Table 
B-1 of the OMF South Alternative Evaluation Matrix incorrect and possibly misleading. 

Economic: Site 10A includes several businesses that are major economic generators: Ellenos Yogurt World HQ, Garage Town Federal 
Way 56 owners including 6 businesses, Trinity Broadcasting Television station, Large crane company, Towing company, and many 
others. This should be scored as a high level of Economic generating activity, RED on the matrix, not moderate as scored. Site 10 and 
10A should have the same score on this criteria; Site 10 was scored RED and was removed from consideration in the early scoping. 

Streets and Roads: Site 10 A was incorrectly scored as having access via major arterial or highway and should have been scored as 
having access via local roads.   

Topography:  Site 10A should be scored as requiring major grading.  The change in elevation on the site is close to 40 feet. 

Wetlands and Streams:  Site 10A was scored as “ moderate disruption of under 2 acres”. The Hylebos Creek runs through Site 10A, 
and with the associated wetlands, the area exceeds 2 acres.  In addition there is a large WDOT retention pond on the site which may 
not be able to be relocated. 

Historic and Archaeological:  The Puyallup and Muckleshoot Tribes may consider the Hylebos Creek as important sites and at your 
open house on March 12, Sound Transit Staff did not confirm discussion with the Tribes. This will likely be an adverse impact. 

Size and configuration:  Site 10A is listed at 44.3 acres, when you consider site loss due to sensitive areas, wetlands, streams, 
required setbacks, and topography the site will not meet minimum size requirements. 

LRV Site Access:  Due to the fact that the rail alignment may follow Hwy 99 or I-5, site 10A should be scored the same as Site 10 
which was scored as “somewhat complex and a medium distance from the site. If the Hwy 99 rail alignment is used, site 10A will be 
“most complex and a long distance to the site.   Choosing site 10A is not in the best interest of Sound Transit without knowing which 
rail alignment will be used.  
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Schedule Risk:  Schedule Risk for Site 10 A should be “Highest Risk” due to permit requirements from Army Corps of Engineers, The 
State Department of Fish and Wildlife, State Department of Ecology or requirements from The City of Federal Way due to the large 
increase of vehicle trips on the small streets to and from the site.  Federal Way may require substantial road improvements. 

Operating Estimates:  Site 10A should be scored just like Site 10. The track alignment has not been decided to follow Hwy 99 or I-5.  
Site 9 would be a better choice because it has good access from Hwy 99 and I-5. 

Capital Estimates:  Site 10 and 10A should score the same on this issue at a minimum, Sound Transit Staff did not fairly or accurately 
value the costs of Site 10A.  

Property Values:  Sound Transit Staff did not properly value several of the individual properties within Site 10A; Garage Town, 
Ellenos facility, Trinity Broadcast TV facility, and the crane yard.  Site 10 and Site 10A should be scored “greater than 100 million”. 

In addition, there has not been consideration given to Transit Oriented Development (TOD) near the Federal way stations that will 
be close to Site 10A. In evaluating Site 10A the cost of extending the rail line south of the Federal Way Transit Center was not 
included in the evaluation; what budget will the funds for this work come from?  The Businesses located in Site 10A employ a large 
number of people who pay Taxes and the Businesses generate revenue that supports B & O Taxes, and Real Estate Taxes. Loosing 
this revenue for the 100 year life of the OMF South, is a large dollar amount that was not considered in the evaluation process for 
site 10A.   

Based on the information provided above I hope you can agree that Site 10A was not evaluated fairly and accurately. Site 10A does 
not fit the criteria as well some of the other five sites under consideration to move forward into the EIS process.  Please consider 
recommending the following sites to be evaluated in the EIS process: 

Site 3 and 3A, the Midway Landfill   Site 7,  S 316th and Military Rd.  Site 9, S 336th and I-5 

Garage Town Federal Way is the only condominium storage facility in King County, and many of the owners have moved into high 
density housing where personal storage is very limited.  The Garage Town concept supports public land use policy by allowing 
owners to live in higher density areas. It will be very difficult for Garage Town Owners to find alternatives if the facility is destroyed. 

I encourage each one of you to fully learn all you can about the 6 sites that are under consideration for the OMF South, by personally 
driving to each of the sites and get a first hand view.  During my 30 year career as a commercial real estate broker and developer 
working in King County, I understand the complexity and difficult decision you will make. I am available to meet you at Garage Town 
anytime to show you our very unique and special facility, and share my professional knowledge about the sites under consideration. 

Thank you for your time and consideration on this issue. 

Sincerely, 

Brad Thorson, President 
Garage Town Federal Way Condominium Association. 

 



City Pacific Land Co. 
Gresham Transfer, Inc. 
24300 Pacific Hwy south 
Kent Wa. 
 
March 29, 2019 
 
City Pacific Land Co. and Gresham Transfer, Inc. own and operate a family business at 24300 Pacific Hwy. 
South in Kent WA. 
 
Our property is used for the operation of trucking services.  We have operated out of this location since 
1980 after acquiring the trucking operations from the Widing Family. 
 
Our business is transportation and the operating location determines the distance and cost of travel to 
service our accounts.  The rates we establish are based on the time, miles and operating cost we incur.  
This location is central to our customers and service lanes of each load we haul.  An increase in distance, 
miles, labor, hours and fuel consumption and other operating cost could grossly alter our success.  
Without the knowledge of where and what impact an alternate location would have this presents a real 
possibility of failure to our business operations and success.   
 
This property is zoned MCR for growth and opportunity within the City of Kent’s OPPORTUNITY ZONE for 
future property growth.  We do not see the benefit to the community and land owners of a thirty plus 
acre OMF Facility take over and protest any action to acquire our property.  
 
David Ulmer  
Rick Ulmer  
Gresham Transfer Inc. 
City Pacific Land Co. 
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