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PROJECT BACKGROUND

The Lynnwood Link Extension is part of the voter-approved Sound Transit 2 
Plan to extend mass transit throughout the region. Once completed in 2023, the 
project will be the northern extension of a light rail system that will provide more 
than 50 miles of service to the north, south and east of Seattle. 

1

IN THIS ISSUE
Project name change

Route and station options 
for review 

Next steps and schedule

Opportunities for the public 
to learn more

Field observation and testing
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NEXT STEPS

With route and station alternatives identified, the project team will begin the 
analysis in order to develop the draft EIS document. This environmental review 
complies with state and federal law. The draft EIS will examine the potential 
environmental impacts and benefits of the project alternatives. Where adverse 
impacts are identified, the draft EIS will identify mitigation measures to avoid 
or minimize the impacts for each alternative. The draft EIS is anticipated to be 
published for public and agency review in mid-2013. You will have the opportunity 
to attend public meetings and provide formal comments on the draft EIS 
document. Stay tuned for more information as the project progresses. 

OPPORTUNITIES TO LEARN MORE 

Thank you to those who stopped by one of the 10 drop-in sessions held in March 
2012 from north Seattle to Lynnwood – we were able to speak with over 450 
people and collect more than 200 comments about stations and routes. The team 
received a lot of valuable input, which helped the Board identify route and station 
alternatives for further consideration. 

We will have project information booths at several events this summer to continue 
reaching out to nearby communities and share the latest details about the project. 
Stop by to learn more and ask questions. 

  Edmonds Summer Market – July 14
  Shoreline Swing Summer’s Eve – July 18 
  Tour de Terrace – July 28 & 29
  Celebrate Shoreline – August 18
  Shoreline Farmer’s Market – August 25
  Mountlake Terrace Farmer’s Market – September 7
  Ethnic Elder Resource Fair – September 29
  Community Information Tables in Lynnwood and Mountlake Terrace     

    (locations and dates to be determined)

Lynnwood Link Extension 

STAY INFORMED ABOUT THE LYNNWOOD LINK 
EXTENSION PROJECT:  

    Visit the project page on our website: 
 WWW.SOUNDTRANSIT.ORG/LLE 

  Sign up for project updates by email: 
 WWW.SOUNDTRANSIT.ORG/SUBSCRIBE

 Email the project: LYNNWOODLINK@SOUNDTRANSIT.ORG

SET UP A TIME TO LEARN MORE! 
We are always open to visiting a community or neighborhood group. 
Call or email Roger Iwata, Sound Transit Community Outreach, at 206-689-4904 
or ROGER.IWATA@SOUNDTRANSIT.ORG
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PROJECT NAME CHANGE

Why a new name? Early in the 
planning process, Sound Transit 
needed a project name that 
encompassed several modes 
of transit considered in the 
Alternatives Analysis phase. Now 
that light rail has been confirmed 
as the best transit mode to serve 
the Interstate 5 corridor between 
Northgate and Lynnwood, the 
new name appropriately includes 
Link light rail and the proposed 
line’s end point.

The project name change follows 
a recently approved policy for 
naming Sound Transit facilities 
and the Link light rail operating 
systems. 

For information in alternative formats, call 1-800-201-4900/ TTY Relay: 711 or email accessibility@soundtransit.org. 
Si usted desea hablar con Sound Transit en el idioma español acerca del riel ligero entre Northgate y Lynnwood llame al 1-800-823-9230. 
如果您想用粵語向 Sound Transit 查詢或反映有關 Northgate 和 Lynnwood 之間輕鐵的情況，請致電 1-800-823-9230。  
Если вы хотите поговорить с Sound Transit по-русски о маршруте электрички между Northgate и Lynnwood, позвоните по телефону 1-800-823-9230. 
Northgate와Lynnwood 간 라이트레일에 관하여한국어로 Sound Transit에 문의하시려면 1-800-823-9230으로 전화하시면 됩니다.   
 
 



ROUTE AND STATION ALTERNATIVES FOR ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW 

Sound Transit is moving ahead to study in-depth route and station options to extend 
light rail from Northgate to Lynnwood. Following 3 public scoping meetings in 
October 2011, 10 community drop-in sessions in March 2012 and additional technical 
analysis, the Sound Transit Board identified specific route and station alternatives for 
light rail along I-5 to be studied in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (draft 
EIS). The Lynnwood Link Extension is now entering the environmental review phase 
of the project and the project team will be preparing the draft EIS scheduled to be 
published in mid-2013.  

The draft EIS will identify the potential benefits and impacts associated with building 
the route and stations at the following locations along I-5: NE 130th St., NE 145th 
St., NE 155th St., NE 185th St., 236th St. SW, 220th St. SW, and the Lynnwood 
Transit Center. A total of 13 alternatives are being considered across three segments 
(see map to left). 

FIELD OBSERVATION AND TESTING BEGINS

Over the next several months residents may notice project staff conducting field 
observation and testing in neighborhoods along the I-5 corridor for the project. All 
work will be completed during normal business hours within the public right-of-way 
and if access to private property is necessary, property owners will be contacted 
ahead of time. Vehicular access will be maintained at all times and traffic disruption is 
not anticipated. Field activities during this period include:

  traffic observation and counts

  natural resource and land use study

  area photography

  noise monitoring 

This work is being completed as the project team begins preparing the draft EIS. 
Residents with questions about field observation and testing or the project are 
encouraged to contact Sound Transit and avoid approaching field staff with inquiries 
as they complete their work.  
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At-grade and 
elevated tracks or a combination 
of both will be evaluated for each 
route option.

ROUTE AND STATION ALTERNATIVES
ABOUT THE ROUTE AND 
STATION ALTERNATIVES

  At-grade and elevated tracks 
or a combination of both will 
be evaluated for each route 
alternative. 

  Each alternative serves the 
Northgate Transit Center and the 
Lynnwood Transit Center.

  Each alternative assumes a station 
that serves the Mountlake Terrace 
Transit Center area.

  Each alternative assumes a station 
at NE 185th St. on the east side 
of I-5.

  Potential station locations also 
include NE 130th St., NE 145th 
St., NE 155th St., and 220th St. 
SW. 

WHAT IS NO LONGER UNDER 
CONSIDERATION?

If you’ve been following the project, 
you may wonder what routes 
and stations were considered but 
removed from further consideration. 
After considering a number of 
additional stations and route 
alternatives, coordinating with cities 
and transit agencies in the project 
area, and talking with members of 
the public this past year, the following 
stations and routes have been 
removed from further consideration: 

  In Seattle: station at NE 125th St.

  In Shoreline: station at NE 175th St.

  In Shoreline: station on the west 
side of NE 185th St.

  In Shoreline: routes that travel 
along the west side of I-5

  Alignment: along SR 99 (Aurora 
Avenue)

  Alignment: along 15th Avenue NE

  Transit mode: bus rapid transit
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