
2012 - 2014: 
Environmental Review & Preliminary Engineering

2017 - 2023: 
Construction & Service Startup

Prepare draft EIS

Apply for FTA grant

Build project

Prepare preliminary 

2010 - 2011: Alternatives Analysis

Secure FTA grant

Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) alternatives

preferred 
alternative

ST selects project 

operated

2015 - 2017: 
Final Design & Permitting

2023: Target 
Start of Service

FTA issues record of 
decision (ROD) and 
grants permission to 

FTA: Federal Transit Administration
ST: Sound Transit

Public comment:
Early public scoping
(Oct. 2010)

Public comment: 
Environmental scoping on 

(Oct. 2011)

Issue draft EIS for 
public comment WE ARE 

HERE
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PROJECT PROCESS AND 
SCHEDULE
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Early Public Scoping (October 2010)

Initial broad range of alternative concepts 
from public and agency outreach

for Level 1 screening

 

detailed screening

Alternatives Analysis 
Report (July 2011)

EIS Public Scoping 
(October 2011)

Draft EIS released

Sound Transit Board Motion 
M-2012-17

Sound Transit Board Motion 
M-2011-87

Alternatives 

Not Advanced:
Lake City Way

Not Advanced:
15th Avenue NE Light Rail Concepts
SR 99 Fully At-Grade Light Rail Alignment
SR 99 Light Rail Sub-Alternative Alignments

Not Advanced:
I-5 Bus Rapid Transit Alternavite

Not Advanced:
Multi-Corridor Bus Rapid Transit Alternative

Not Advanced:
Transportation Systems Management

SR 99 Elevated Light Rail

Not Advanced:
Segment A
Alternatives with:

NE 185th Street west side alignment and 
west side stations

NE 175th Street Station
Segment B
Alternatives with:

West side alignments from NE 185th Street 
to Mountlake Terrace

East side alignments from Mountlake 
Terrace to Lynnwood

Pre-screening

Initial screening: 
meets purpose & need?

Level 1 screening

Level 2 screening
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COMMUNITY FACILITIES IN  
THE STUDY AREA
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PROJECT FUNDING AND COMPARISON 
OF ALTERNATIVE CAPITAL COSTS

Capital Cost 2012 dollars (in millions)                     

$100 $200 $300 $400 $500 $600 $700 $800 $900

A1 $670 to $770 M

A3 $700 to $810 M

A5 $650 to $750 M      

A7 $740 to $850 M

A10 $660 to $750 M

A11 $750 to $870 M

B1 $340 to $390 M

B2 $390 to $450 M

B2A $450 to $520 M

B4 $310 to $360 M

C1 $300 to $350 M

C2 $270 to $310 M

C3 $270 to $340 M
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COSTS OF ALTERNATIVESFUNDING
The Lynnwood Link 
Extension was part of the 
ST2 system expansion 
program approved by 
voters in 2008. Sound 
Transit’s financial plan 
assumes that at least 
$600 million in New Starts 
funding will be needed 
for the Lynnwood Link 
Extension. Building any 
of the Lynnwood Link 
Extension alternatives 
requires federal funding.

Total capital cost of the 
project is estimated to 
be $1.2 - $1.7 Billion. 

ESTIMATED TOTAL CAPITAL  
COST OF THE PROJECT

One Segment  
A alternative

One Segment  
B alternative

One Segment  
C alternative = + +

Minimum 
Cost

Maximum 
Cost

Cost Range
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TYPICAL LIGHT RAIL 
GUIDEWAYS AND STATIONS
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P
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N 175TH ST
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99

Option 1:
At-grade station 
east of I-5 with 
500-space
garage to the 
west, realigns 
parts of 5th and
7th Avenues NE
and rebuilds
N 185th Street
bridge.

Option 1:
Elevated station 
with 500-space 
garage to the 
north.
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NE 117th Street 

bridge.
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A3: MOSTLY ELEVATED TO NE 145th 
AND NE 185th STATIONS
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99
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P

145th Station

185th
Station

N 175TH ST

Option 2:
Elevated station 
with 500-space 
garage to the 
east.

Option 2:
Elevated station 
with 500-space 
garage to the 
east, revises 
interchange.

N

Elevated

At-grade

Station
P

City Boundary

Parking Structure

Legend Figure 2-3
Alternatives A1 and A3

Crosses under
NE 185th

Street bridge.

Reconfigures
NE 130th Street
interchange and
ramps.

A1 A3

AT-GRADE/ELEVATED TO NE 145TH AND 
NE 185TH STATIONS

MOSTLY ELEVATED TO NE 145TH AND 
NE 185TH STATIONS
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SEGMENT A ALTERNATIVES 
(A1 AND A3)
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AND NE 185TH STATIONS
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(A10 AND A11)
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SEGMENT A STATION ALTERNATIVES

NE 130th St. Station – Option 1

A

B

NE 130th St. Station – Option 2

Platform
Plaza

Vertical Circulation

Ticketing/Information
Ancillary Area

Bike StorageBus Load/Unload B

T
Bus Layover

Legend
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SEGMENT A STATION ALTERNATIVES

A

B

NE 145th St. Station – Option 1
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I-5
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PARKING GARAGE FOR UP TO 500 CARS
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LEVEL 1 +315'-0"
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RELOCATED I-5 ON RAMP

RELOCATED I-5
ON RAMP

NE 145th St. Station – Option 2

155th St. Station
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Ticketing/Information
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T
Bus Layover

Legend
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SEGMENT A STATION ALTERNATIVES

NE 185th St. Station – Option 2

NE 185th St. Station - Option 1

Platform
Plaza

Vertical Circulation

Ticketing/Information
Ancillary Area

Bike StorageBus Load/Unload B

T
Bus Layover
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SEATTLE CITY LIGHT PROPERTY
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ELEVATOR, TYP
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PARKING

TPSS / SIGNALS / COMM

NE 185th St. Station - Option 3

SURFACE PARKING
UP TO 205 SPACES

APPROX LOCATION OF
EXISTING POWER
TRANSMISSION POLES

SURFACE PARKING
UP TO 205 SPACES

APPROX LOCATION OFFF
EXISTING POWER
TRANSMISSION POLES

Legend
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The Draft EIS includes visual simulations and illustrations showing existing 
views and computer-generated simulations that illustrate what the 
alternatives would look like if they were constructed.
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VIEWSHEDS
The viewsheds represent distinct landscape units that provide views of the 
alternatives. They encompass the travel lanes of I-5 for most of the route, and 
they also include areas on either side of the project corridor where people could 
see the project alternatives. 
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