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Appendix B Wildlife Function Field Date Form

Sound Transit East Link Wildlife Functions Field Data Form
(Adapted from WSDOT's Best Professional Judgment [BPJ] Characterization )

Project:
Date:

Site ID:
Biologist:

Likely or Not Likely to Provide
Function (State Your Rationale), Yes/No, or Number

F. General Habitat Suitability

1. Area is not fragmented by development.

2. Upland surrounding area is undeveloped.

3. Area has connectivity with other habitat types.

4. Diversity of plant species is high.

5. Evidence of wildlife use, e.g., tracks, scat, gnawed
stumps present.

6. Distance to disturbance source and type.

H. Habitat for Amphibians

1. Cover (i.e., woody debris, rocks, and leaf litter) present.

2. Woody debris present within area.

3. Proximity to wetland habitats — distance and type.

4. Lands within 1 km (0.6 mi) of area are > or = 40%
undeveloped.

5. Wetlands and/or an intermittent or perennial stream
within 1 km (0.6 mi) of area.

6. Presence of movement barrier between above wetland
or stream and site being evaluated

|. Habitat for Mammals

1. Permanent water present within the area.

2. Presence of emergent vegetation in areas of
permanent water.

3. Areas containing dense shrubs and/or trees are
present.

4. Interspersion between different strata of vegetation.

5. Presence of slopes / banks suitable for denning.

6. Evidence of wildlife use, e.g., dens, tracks, scat,
gnawed stumps, etc.

J. Habitat for Birds

1. Forested and scrub-shrub classes present within the
area.

2. Average tree height.

3. Average DBH.
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Likely or Not Likely to Provide
Function (State Your Rationale), Yes/No, or Number

4. Largest DBH and percent of trees in this class.

5. Relative tree species diversity (L, M, H).

6. Snags present in area.

7. Cavities present in trees.

8. Tree % canopy estimate.

9. Shrub % canopy estimate.

10. Adjacent area contains relatively undisturbed
grassland or wetland shrub and/or forest habitats.

11. Lands within 1 km (0.6 mi) of the area are greater
than or = 40% undeveloped.

L. Native Plant Richness

1. Dominant and co-dominant plants are native.

2. Area has three or more strata of vegetation.

3. Area has mature trees (conifer, deciduous?).

4. Number of species of trees.

5. Area has well developed shrub layer.

6. Number of species of shrubs.

N. Uniqueness and Heritage

1. Area contains documented occurrence of a state or
federally listed threatened or endangered species.

2. Area contains documented critical habitat, high quality
ecosystems, or priority species respectively designated
by the USFWS, the WDNR’s NHP, or WDFW's Priority
Habitats and Species Program.

3. Area has biological, geological, or other features that
are determined rare by the local jurisdiction.

4. Area has been determined significant by the local
jurisdiction because it provides functions scarce for the
area

B-2 East Link Profect Final EIS
July 2011



