
WELCOME
FEDERAL WAY LINK EXTENSION

Planning for light 
rail to Federal Way
•	Learn about the Draft 

Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) process

•	See the alignment 
alternatives and potential 
station locations

•	Learn about upcoming public 
meetings and the comment 
period

Information Session



FEDERAL WAY LINK EXTENSION

WHAT IS THE FEDERAL WAY LINK EXTENSION?

This voter-approved project will 
extend light rail from the Angle 
Lake Station at S. 200th Street in 
SeaTac (opening 2016) to Kent/Des 
Moines by 2023. 

It will also develop a shovel-ready 
plan to reach the Federal Way 
Transit Center near S. 320th Street 
when additional funding is secured. 
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FEDERAL WAY LINK EXTENSION

WHAT IS AN ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT (EIS)?

What is an EIS?
• Describes project alternatives

• Studies potential impacts

• Informs decision-making

7/14



FEDERAL WAY LINK EXTENSION

TIMELINE/PROCESS

Analyze a range of transit 
modes and alignment 
alternatives. Narrow these 
to a range of alternatives 
to consider.

Early Scoping 
& Alternatives 
Analysis

Environmental 
Review

Final 
Design

Construction
(Kent/Des
Moines)

Testing & 
Pre-operations

Start
of 

Service

Oct 2012
Public comment 

June 2013
Alternatives 
Analysis Report
Determine the range of 
alternatives and “scope” of 
issues to study in the EIS.

June  2013
Public comment

Sept 2013
Sound Transit 
Board identifies 
alternatives for EIS

Late 2014 or early 2015
Draft EIS
Public comment

Early 2015
Sound Transit Board 
identifies preferred 
alternative

Mid 2016
Final EIS
Respond to comments 
received on the Draft EIS. 
Outline mitigation for 
unavoidable environmental 
impacts. 

Late 2016
Sound Transit Board 
selects project to build

Late 2016
Federal Transit 
Administration issues 
Record of Decision 
Document the project 
Sound Transit will build and 
how it will avoid, minimize 
and mitigate environmental 
impacts. 

2017 – 2018 2019 – 2022 2022 – 2023 2023Describe the benefits and 
adverse effects of each 
alternative. Outline ways 
to avoid, minimize or 
mitigate negative effects. 

We are 
here

Sign up for email updates at 
soundtransit.org/subscribe

Mark your calendar!
Sound Transit will release the Draft EIS in 
late 2014 or early 2015. We invite you to get 
involved in this important milestone:

•	Review the Draft EIS

•	Attend a public open house

•	Submit comments 

Your comments on the Draft EIS will help 
the Sound Transit Board identify a preferred 
alternative.
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FEDERAL WAY LINK EXTENSION

ALTERNATIVES OVERVIEW
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Exhibit 2-1
FWLE Alternatives

Federal Way Link Extension

Elevated guideway would extend 
south from Angle Lake Station

Elevated guideway would extend 
south from Angle Lake Station  
and turn east along the south  
side of the proposed SR 509 
extension to I-5

Could transition to the east or 
west side of SR 99 to access 
potential station at S. 216th Street

Would run along the west side of 
I-5 into Federal WayWould transition off of SR 99 to 

access station options

Includes an alignment option that 
would avoid the Midway Landfill

Could transition to the east or 
west side of SR 99 to access 
potential station at S. 260th Street

Would turn west toward the 
Federal Way Transit Center

Would transition to the east side 
of SR 99 to access station option 
at S. 272nd Street

Includes an alignment option west 
of SR 99

Would turn east toward the 
Federal Way Transit Center
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FEDERAL WAY LINK EXTENSION

ALTERNATIVES OVERVIEW
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Exhibit 2-1
FWLE Alternatives

Federal Way Link Extension

Elevated guideway would extend 
south from Angle Lake Station and 
transition to the SR 99 median

Would turn east toward the 
Federal Way Transit Center

Includes an alignment option that 
would avoid the Midway Landfill

Could transition to the east or 
west side of SR 99 to access 
potential station at S. 216th Street

Would turn east to transition to 
the west side of I-5

Would continue south along the 
west side of I-5

Would turn west toward the 
Federal Way Transit Center

Would turn west to transition to 
the median of SR 99

Could transition to the east side of 
SR 99 to access station option at 
S. 272nd Street

Includes an alignment option west 
of SR 99

Could transition to the east or 
west side of SR 99 to access 
potential station at S. 260th Street

Would run along the west side  
of I-5 to approximately Kent- 
Des Moines Road

Elevated guideway would extend 
south from Angle Lake Station  
and turn east along the south  
side of the proposed SR 509 
extension to I-5
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FEDERAL WAY LINK EXTENSION

WHAT INFORMATION WILL BE AVAILABLE FOR REVIEW?
Federal Way Link Extension
Draft EIS Alternatives

Next Steps

P.14

June 2014

Alignments

Stations

Access

Development
Readiness

Redevelopment
Potential

Parking

P

Visual

Noise Environmental
Justice

Right of
Way

Cost

Ridership

Travel Time Economic
Activity

Traffic

Conceptual
Design

Transit Oriented
Development

Potential

Environmental
Effects

Cost &
Performance

Additional environmental effect topics to be studied in the EIS include: Air Quality, Greenhouse Gas Emissions,
Ecosystems, Water Resources, Geology, Energy, Hazardous Materials, Public Services, Cultural/Historic Resources, Parks.See June 2014 project folio for a complete list of topics to be studied in the EIS. 
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FEDERAL WAY LINK EXTENSION

NEXT STEPS IN THE EIS PROCESS
Federal Way Link Extension
Draft EIS Alternatives

Next Steps

P.13

June 2014

Identify Preferred Alternative

Publish Draft EIS

Publish Final EIS

Select Project to Build

Record of Decision

Cost &
Performance

Conceptual
Design

Public
Input

Council
Input

Transit Oriented
Development

Potential

Environmental
Effects

2012
2013

2014

2015
2016

Publish Draft EIS

Sign up for project email updates at
soundtransit.org/subscribe

Questions?

Tralayne Myers
Community Outreach Specialist
206-398-5014
tralayne.myers@soundtransit.org
Online: www.soundtransit.org/FWextension
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FEDERAL WAY LINK EXTENSION

HOW WILL SOUND TRANSIT WORK WITH PROPERTY OWNERS? 

           Late 2016  2018

Board selects 
project to be built

ST contacts 
potentially 
impacted 
property 
owners

ST assesses 
alternatives

 

Construction

Sound Transit purchases property.

Property 
Acquisition 

Board identifies 
a preferred 
alternative

1. ST identifies full/partial acquisitions

2. Board authorizes property purchases

3. Appraiser contacts property owner

4. Property owner receives offer

5. ST purchases property    

Late 2014           Early 2015 2019 – 2023
Ongoing property owner outreach

During final design After Final EIS publicationAfter Draft EIS publicationBefore Draft EIS publication
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The voter-approved ST2 Plan included stations at Kent/Des Moines and S. 272nd.  Additional funding and satisfaction of voter-approved standards would be required for stations not identified in the ST2 Plan. 
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SR 99 to I-5 Alternative Overview
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