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For information in alternative formats,

call 1-800-201-4900/
TTY Relay: 711 or email
accessibility@soundtransit.org.

Lldmenos al 1-800-823-9230 para averiguar mas detalles
acerca de la Extensioén de Transito a Federal Way y
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Extending link light rail to
Federal Way

Sound Transit is evaluating alternatives to extend light rail
from the future Angle Lake light rail station on

South 200th Street in SeaTac to the Federal Way Transit
Center, a distance of about 7.6 miles. Currently, there is
projected funding to build the extension

to Kent/Des Moines.

Project Funding

In 2008 voters approved the extension of light rail from
Sea-Tac International Airport to South 272nd Street at the
northern edge of Federal Way as part of the

Sound Transit 2 package. Based on current revenue
forecasts, Sound Transit has enough funding to build light
rail from South 200th to Kent/Des Moines and is working
to ensure that the segment to the Federal Way Transit
Center is ready for construction once funding is secured.

Purpose and Need Statement

The Purpose and Need Statement is intended to briefly
explain the underlying purpose and need for the project
(see Purpose and Need Statement insert). The scoping
process provides an opportunity for public and agency
comments about the Purpose and Need statement
through July 15, 2013.
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Sound Transit plans, builds and operates regional transit systems and services to improve mobility for Central Puget Sound.
Sound Transit | 401 S. Jackson St. | Seattle, WA 98104-2826 | 1-800-201-4900/ TTY Relay: 711 | main@soundtransit.org | www.soundtransit.org




Alternatives Analysis

Sound Transit and the Federal Transit Administration (FTA)
have conducted an Alternatives Analysis (AA) to start the
public planning and environmental phases for this project.
An AAis a way to evaluate costs, benefits, and impacts
of a range of alternatives designed to meet the purpose
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and need of the people and community in the
project corridor.
Multiple alternatives are being considered to study in
the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) including
a No-Build alternative and five light rail alternatives.
Potential alternatives came from regiona| and local Currently there is sufficient funding to build light rail to Kent/Des Moines
planning studies and from the public and agencies
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Purpose and Need Statement

The following is a Purpose and Need Statement for review during this Scoping process. After

considering the Scoping comments received, the Federal Transit Administration under the National
Environmental Policy Act and Sound Transit under the State Environmental Policy Act will finalize
the Purpose and Need Statement and determine the range of alternatives to be evaluated in the
EIS.

The purpose of the Federal Way Transit Extension is to expand the Sound Transit Link light rail system from
SeaTac to the cities of Des Moines, Kent, and Federal Way in King County in order to meet the following
objectives:

e Provide a rapid, reliable, accessible, and efficient alternative for travel to and from the corridor and other
urban growth and activity centers in the region with sufficient capacity to meet projected demand.

e Expand mobility alternatives to traveling on congested roadways and improve connections to the
regional multimodal transportation system with peak and off-peak service.

¢ Provide the high-capacity transit (HCT) infrastructure to support adopted regional and local land use,
transportation, and economic development plans.

* Advance the long-range vision, goals, and objectives for transit service established by the Sound Transit
Long-Range Plan for high-quality regional transit service connecting major activity centers in King, Pierce,
and Snohomish counties.

¢ Implement a financially feasible system that seeks to preserve and promote a healthy environment.

The following conditions within the project corridor demonstrate the need for the project:
e North-south transit demand is expected to grow by 30 to 40 percent by 2035 as a result of residential and
employment growth in the FWTE corridor and regionally.

e The FWTE corridor population is a highly transit-dependent population with needs for efficient, reliable
regional connectivity.

e Congestion on I-5 and on the key corridor arterials leading in and out of the study area will increase and
further degrade existing transit performance and reliability.

e Thereis a lack of reliable and efficient peak and off-peak transit service connecting persons in the FWTE
corridor with the region’s growth centers.

e Regional and local plans call for HCT in the corridor consistent with PSRC’s VISION 2040 and the Regional

Transit Long-Range Plan.

¢ Implementing the project will help meet environmental and sustainability goals of the state and region,
including reduced vehicle miles traveled and greenhouse gas emissions.
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What alignment alternatives are being considered?
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About the five alignment alternatives
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Steps in preparing an EIS
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What is the environmental review process?

We are
. here
D aisis  Scoping Draft EIS Final EIS -
y (2013) (2013-2014) (2015-2016)

(2012-2013)

Analyze a range
of transit modes
and alignment

Determine
the range of
alternatives and

Describe
the benefits
and adverse

Respond to
comments
received on the

(2016)

Document what
project Sound
Transit will build

alternatives. "“scope” of issues effects of each Draft EIS. and how it will
Narrow these to study in the alternative. . avoid, minimize
down to a range EIS. . Identify and mitigate for
of alternatives 0ut!|ne vya_ys_to preferre_d environmental
‘& @b avoid, minimize alternative. impacts.

or mitigate
negative effects.

Outline
mitigation for
unavoidable
environmental
impacts.

Public review and comment

Sound Transit and the Federal Transit
Administration will prepare an
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)
under the National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA) and the Washington
State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA).
In the EIS, Sound Transit will evaluate

What is typically studied in an EIS?

Transportation: Community impacts:
e Transit * Noise and vibration
* Traffic * Visual effects
* Land use and economic activity
* Acquisitions, displacements

Natural environment: >
and relocations

. * Air quality
how the.prOJect could a.ffect the « Greenhouse gas emissions * Energy use .
community and the environment. * Ecosystems * Hazardous materials
« Water resources * Public services and utilities
. * Impacts on low-income and

Geology and soils e X
minority populations

* Cultural, historic and
archaeological resources

* Parks

* Construction impacts




