WELCOME

FEDERAL WAY TRANSIT EXTENSION

Meeting Purpose

Today, you will have the opportunity to:

* Learn about the project purpose and
need.

 Review potential alternatives.

* Tell us how the project could affect
people and the environment.

* Ask questions of project stafft.
* Tell us what you think.

This scoping open house is an important
part of the environmental review process.

Thank you for coming!
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SOUND TRANSIT CURRENT SERVICE AND APPROVED PROJECTS

FEDERAL WAY TRANSIT EXTENSION
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WHAT IS THE PROJECT FUNDING STATUS?

FEDERAL WAY TRANSIT EXTENSION

Sound Transit is in the process ot delivering Project Funding Status
major voter-approved high capacity transit
investments throughout the region. The national ElS and ¥OLer Sutficient
_ T _ Record of approved funding for
recession has significantly reduced funding, Decision under ST2 construction
including a projected 41 percent reduction AnglsetaLt?(')‘ﬁ
in in South King County revenues through
2023. Currently, project funding is available for
construction to Kent/Des Moines.
Your help identitying light rail alternatives in Kent/
. .. Des Moines
South King County is vital to:
 Extending light rail from S. 200th Street to
Kent/Des Moines.
* Developing a shovel-ready plan to extend S. 272nd
services all the way to the heart of
Federal Way.
Federal Way

Transit Center
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FEDERAL WAY TRANSIT EXTENSION CORRIDOR

FEDERAL WAY TRANSIT EXTENSION
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WHAT IS THE PROJECT PURPOSE?

FEDERAL WAY TRANSIT EXTENSION

A purpose and need statement will help guide decisions about the project.

The project purpose Is:

* Provide an alternative to traveling on
congested roadways.

* Improve mobility and access to transit.

* Provide more reliable and convenient
public transportation to jobs and
key destinations.

* Support local and regional land
use, transportation and economic
development plans.

* Preserve and promote a healthy
environment.
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PROJECT PURPOSE: TELL US WHAT YOU THINK

FEDERAL WAY TRANSIT EXTENSION

Understanding your priorities helps us evaluate alternatives.

The project Place a dot next to the issues

purpose IS: that are most important to you.

Provide an alternative
to traveling on
congested roadways.

Improve mobility and
access to transit.

Provide more reliable
and convenient public
transportation to jobs
and key destinations.

Support local and regional
land use, transportation
and economic
development plans.

Preserve and promote a
healthy environment.
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WHAT IS THE PROJECT NEED?

FEDERAL WAY TRANSIT EXTENSION

A purpose and need statement will help guide decisions about the project.

This project is needed because:

Demand for transit service

40%

—l -

2012 2035

* More people will be living and
working in the project area.

* Traffic congestion on |-5 will
continue to worsen.

ore hours of bumper

bumper traffic each day by 2035.

In 2035, Seattle
it will take
2 50 / to drive between
0 B, e Travel times will increase.
Ionger during rush hour.

Federal Way

= Limited evening and
weekend service.

= Does not connect
to jobs and key
destinations.

OO
e Existing transit service does not meet

the needs of people in the corridor.

= Requires too much time
and too many transfers.
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PROJECT NEED: TELL US WHAT YOU THINK

FEDERAL WAY TRANSIT EXTENSION

Understanding your priorities helps us evaluate alternatives.

The project Place a dot next to the topics

Is needed because: that are most important to you.

More people will be living
and working in the project
area.

Traffic congestion on |-5
will continue to worsen.

Travel times will increase.

Existing transit service does
not meet the needs of
people in the corridor.
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TIMELINE/PROCESS

FEDERAL WAY TRANSIT EXTENSION

Currently there is sufficient funding to build light rail to Kent/Des Moines

Early Scoping Environmental Final onstruction Start
& Alternatives | Review - Design of
Analysis w Service
Analyze a range of transit Describe the benefits and 2017 — 2018 2019 — 2022 2022 — 2023 2023
modes and alignment adverse effects of each
alternatives. Narrow these alternative. Outline ways
to a range of alternatives to avoid, minimize or
to consider. mitigate negative effects.
Late 2014
Oct 2012 Draft EIS
Public comment
Late 2014
June 2013 :
Alternatives Public comment

Analysis Report

- Early 2015
Determine the range of :
alternatives and “scope”of ~ ©ound Transit Board

issues to study in the identifies preferred
Environmental Impact alternative
Statement (EIS).

June 2013 Mid 2016

Final EIS

Respond to comments
received on the Draft EIS.

Public comment

Sept 2013 Outline mitigation for
Sound Transit unavoidable environmental
Board identifies Impacts.

alternatives for EIS
Late 2016

Sound Transit Board
selects project to build

Late 2016
Federal Transit
Administration issues

Record of Decision
Document what project
Sound Transit will build and
how it will avoid, minimize and
mitigate for environmental
impacts.

6/13

| ™
o SOUNDIRANSIT

RIDE THE WAVE



WHAT IS THE ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW PROCESS?

FEDERAL WAY TRANSIT EXTENSION

Steps In preparing an EIS

We are
_
Early Scoping and

Alternatives Analysis ?Zc 8 f ;r)lg
(2012-2013)
Analyze a range Determine

of transit modes
and alignment
alternatives.

the range of
alternatives and
“scope” of issues

Narrow these to study in the
down to a range EIS.

of alternatives

to consider.

Public review and comment

Sound Transit and the Federal Transit Administration will prepare an Environmental
Impact Statement (EIS) under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and the

Draft EIS
(2013-2014)

Describe

the benefits
and adverse
effects of each
alternative.

Outline ways to
avoid, minimize
or mitigate

negative effects.

Final EIS
(2015-2016)

Respond to
comments
received on the
Draft EIS.

Identify
preferred
alternative.

Outline
mitigation for
unavoidable
environmental
Impacts.

Record of
Decision
(2016)

Document what
project Sound
Transit will build
and how it will
avoid, minimize
and mitigate for
environmental
Impacts.

Washington State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA). In the EIS, Sound Transit will
evaluate how the project could affect the community and the environment.
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What is typically
studied in an EIS?

Transportation:

Transit
Traffic

Natural environment:

Air quality

Greenhouse gas emissions
Ecosystems

Water resources

Geology and soils

Community impacts:

Noise and vibration

Visual effects

Land use and economic activity
Acquisitions, displacements
and relocations

Energy use

Hazardous materials

Public services and utilities
Impacts on low-income and
minority populations
Cultural, historic and
archaeological resources
Parks

Construction impacts
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WHAT IS AN ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS?

FEDERAL WAY TRANSIT EXTENSION

Sound Transit Early Scoping — Public Comment g
conducted an

_ _ Initial Range of
alternatives analysis Alternatives

process to:

e Examine bus and light rall Pre-screening
transit modes, potential 4 Results
alignments within the project
area and station locations

| ' Level 1
* Incorporate public comments. Alternatives
* |dentify the most promising

alternatives to evaluate in the Level 1

Draft EIS. Evaluation
* Help to secure potential Results

federal funding.
B |evel 2
Alternatives

A Level 2
‘ Evaluation

Results

Alternatives Analysis

We are Here
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WHAT DID WE HEAR DURING ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS?

FEDERAL WAY TRANSIT EXTENSION

| think elevated light
rail will be safer.
| think at-grade

light rail will make

for a slower trip. Light rail should be

faster than travel
by bus or car.

What people said...

| think elevated light

rail will cause less
disruption. Consider bikes
and pedestrians.

| think elevated \
light rail will cost
less to build.

What will this
project do
to traffic?

Will this
project affect
the value of
my property?

How will buses
connect to
new stations?

)/

What about an

alignment along

30th Ave S. Build light rail

all the way to

How will
this project
affect our

4
| think at-grade light neighborhoods?
rail will make traffic \\ I
congestion worse.
We prefer
light rail.
We are concerned \_\
about impacts to ‘

Tacoma.

We are
concerned
about noise.

Wht else
should we
consider?

What about an
alignment along

natural resources.

24th Ave S.
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WHAT EVALUATION CRITERIA DID WE USE?

FEDERAL WAY TRANSIT EXTENSION

For each alignment under consideration, we asked
these questions. Would this alignment;

v Increase transit ridership? v Minimize impacts to the natural
environment (such as wetlands,

v" Improve connections to reqional
P : streams and lakes)?

transit?
v Minimize impacts to the built
environment (such as parks,

| community facilities or private
v Serve an area that is home to many broperty)?

low-income and/or minority residents?

v  Improve transit service for people who
do not have access to a car?

o | v Minimize or avoid traffic, noise and
v Connect to existing neighborhoods or visual impacts?

| tivit ters?
Mdjor activity Centers v Be affordable to build?
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WHAT ALIGNMENT ALTERNATIVES DID WE STUDY?

FEDERAL WAY TRANSIT EXTENSION

Evaluation Results

Transportation System Management

-5 BRT

aCI Mixed ixe EaSt . Mixed Mixed
rt . |-5 .West Side edian ide . I 5 .West Side. Median .

Angle
Lake
Station

Federal

s
Transit
Center

8 SR99 @ Hybrid B

SR 99 BRT

At-Grade Elevate E est
24th Median East Side Median Side

Alternatives were not evaluated further it they:
* Would not meet the project purpose and need.
* Would cause substantial impacts to the
environment or communities.
* Would be too expensive to build compared
with other alternatives.
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WHAT ALIGNMENT ALTERNATIVES SHOULD WE STUDY IN THE DRAFT EIS?

FEDERAL WAY TRANSIT EXTENSION

Five alignment alternatives remain:

Way
Transit

\ Center
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ABOUT THE SR 99 HYBRID ALTERNATIVE

FEDERAL WAY TRANSIT EXTENSION

Federal

ansit )
Wetland Transit
Center

Potential
SeaTac/

connection
Airport 8 SRO99 B Hybrid B

Station

to Tacoma
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ABOUT THE FIVE ALIGNMENT ALTERNATIVES

FEDERAL WAY TRANSIT EXTENSION

Common characteristics™

: 35,000 to £\ 13,000 to
Daily 23,000 : 14to0 15 . ’ 11,000 to ’
Ridership M  Riders fravelTime > mins Population gy b 36,09 Employment > 14,000Jobs  Households p 14,000
/N people Households

Elevated Median )

Mixed West Side )

Existing roadway

.—'  g 70 g / .,}/,
Mixed West Side ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ | Median |
ROW TOD C@Y visual/ m .
- Traffi | _ C 4 , Complexit
L Hiah Residential Wok 15 Residential 15 E ) Landfill Moderate Moderate Residential Stronger 1.8 Residential East/ | Utilities, Hazmat,
ow 'gh residentia caner - esidentia Xpansion, Landhil, Effects and Commercial along SR 99 Billion West of SR99 | Major Intersections
Effects (north of 240th) along I-5 Billion along I-5 Water Tanks, Substation

Elevated West Side a

Elevated
West Side

Mixed West/
Median

ROW TOD C@Y visual m .
& Traffic m ROW TOD s Cost @/\‘f Visual/ m Complexity &\ Traffic m Effact &EEL'&LI Potential s Cost SR Noise Complexity
ff "9 WA Potential Noi : : : : . . I
. E. = . #ltBA S Potentia - OIS.e . . Moderate High Residential Stronger 1.8 Residential Utilities, Hazmat,
Low High Residential Weaker 1.6 Residential -5 Expansion, transitions Effects (along 30th) along SR 99 Billion |along 30th Ave. S.| Major Intersections
Effects (north of 240th) along I-5 Billion along I-5 to I-5 Median

*Population, employment and household o o w |&
. . . . m\. N Traffic Effoct MY Potential Cost SR Moise 'x x x x.; Complexity
data Wlthln 1/2 mi le Of Statlons' Low Moderate Residential, Stronger 1.8 Residential East/ | Utilities, Hazmat,
Effects High Commercial along SR 99 Billion West of SR 99 Topography
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WHAT STATION ALTERNATIVES DID WE STUDY?

FEDERAL WAY TRANSIT EXTENSION

SN

Sound Transit evaluated additional station locations
during alternatives analysis based on comments
received during early scoping.

Stations other than those identified in the voter-
approved ST2 Plan would require additional taxing
authority and funding.

The Sound Transit Board will decide which stations
to evaluate further when it identifies the EIS
alternatives in September 2013.
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WHAT WERE THE RESULTS OF THE STATION EVALUATION?

FEDERAL WAY TRANSIT EXTENSION

TOD* Potential Access ST2 Authorized
Kent-
Des Moines
272nd ]
along SR 99 Corridor
272nd )
along I-5 Corridor
Federal Way Additional
Transit Center Travel Time
per Station
Seconds
Additional
Cost
per Station
Dash Point Rd.)
216th ) Million
260th ]
288th ]
Potential Additional Station Potential Additional Station

Legend @ Station @ (along I-5 Corridor)

*TOD=Transit Oriented Development

@ (along SR 99 Corridor)
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YOUR COMMENTS ARE IMPORTANT!

FEDERAL WAY TRANSIT EXTENSION

Tell us what you think: How to comment:

* Fill out a comment form and drop it in a comment box or mail it from home.

* Are there changes * Online: Complete a scoping comment form at soundtransit.org/FWextension.
Sound Transit should * Email: FWTE@soundtransit.org
consider making to * Mail: Kent Hale, Sound Transit
the draft purpose and 401 S Jackson St., Seattle, WA 98104

need statement? _
How to stay involved:

* Sign up for the latest project updates by visiting soundtransit.org/subscribe.

* |s Sound Transit
considering the right
alternatives?

* \What social, economic,
environmental and
transportation Issues
are you concerned
about in the
project area?

Send us your comments by July 15, 2013
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