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C-013-001

Thank you for your comments describing the cultural importance of the

Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church to the Latvian community in

western Canada.  See Section 2.5.1 for a description of the refined

Segment A alternatives that avoid displacing the church.
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C-014-001

Thank you for your comments describing the cultural importance of the

Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church.  Please see Section 2.5.1 of the

Final EIS for a description of the refined Segment A alternatives that

avoid displacing the church.
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C-015-001

Thank you for your comments describing the cultural importance of the

Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church.  See Section 2.5.1 for a

description of the refined Segment A alternatives that avoid displacing

the church.

 

C-015-002

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound

Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential

displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment A

alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the

church hall.  With the realigned street, access to the property has been

maintained, although a portion of land on the church property would be

acquired for the Preferred Alternative and other at-grade alternatives. 

Elevated alternatives would also require a portion of the church

property.   

Several sections in the Final EIS have been updated to address these

changes:  Section 2.5.1 describes the Preferred Alternative and the

refinements in other alternatives for Segment A; Section 4.1 describes

the acquisition impacts; Section 4.4 describes impacts to community

facilities and neighborhoods. In addition, Appendix F presents revised

conceptual engineering plans for the refined Segment A alternatives;

Appendix I-4.1 contains detailed maps and tables concerning acquisition,

displacement, and relocation requirements for each Segment A

alternative, and Appendix G has visual simulations. 

As noted in Section 4.1, any acquisition of property, including a portion of

a property, would require fair compensation to the property owner in

accordance with Sound Transit policy and federal and state law.
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C-016-001

Thank you for your comments describing the cultural importance of the

Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church. See Section 2.5.1 for a description

of the refined Segment A alternatives that avoid displacing the church.

Construction of the light rail guideway in proximity to the Latvian

Evangelical Lutheran Church would take approximately 1 to 2 years.

Construction work would predominantly occur between 8 am and 6 pm

during weekdays with occasional nighttime and weekend construction.

Near-term construction activities would be communicated to adjacent

property owners through a proactive community outreach plan and may

include newsletters, Internet postings, community meetings, and direct

contact by a Sound Transit representative. Reconstruction of the noise

wall on the west edge of the church property would require negotiation of

a temporary construction easement that would be negotiated prior to the

start of construction. Sound Transit's intent is to maintain access to the

church and community center during construction, although the access

may shift as the realigned city street is constructed.  Please see the

following sections of the Final EIS regarding noise:  Section 4.7.3 long

term impacts, Section 4.7.4 construction impacts, and Section 4.7.7 for

proposed mitigation measures.
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C-017-001

The proposed parking facility at the NE 185th Street site was developed

considering the project's objectives of good multi-modal connections to

fast, frequent and reliable two-way transit service serving the corridor

communities.  The 500-space parking garage would be one element of

access for a station expected to serve 6,600 daily riders, most of which

are expected to be coming from the surrounding community via transit,

biking or walking.  Other proposed stations for the corridor at about 2

mile intervals also help distribute the need for parking.  The overall

station site for the Preferred Alternative features a parking garage that is

adjacent to and west of I-5 and across the freeway from the station

area.  Other alternatives include a parking garage to the east of I-5,

adjacent to the station.  Sound Transit has also worked closely with the

City of Shoreline, which has undergone its own station planning study

and environmental review focusing on the areas surrounding the station.
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C-017-002

Access to the proposed light rail stations for non-motorized users

and feeder bus lines is described in Section 3.2 of the Final EIS. 

Features include pedestrian and bicycle access to and from feeder bus

lines, park-and-ride facilities, and surrounding streets.  Each station

would include bicycle storage.  Section 2.5.1 of the Final EIS describes

factors affecting the range of alternatives, one of them being the

maximization of existing transit infrastructure.  Analysis of the existing

regional transit including service characteristics, ridership, and travel

times; transit level of service; and local and sub-regional transit is

provided in Section 3.1.2.  Section 3.2.2 provides an overview of long-

term impacts to regional transit. 

 

C-017-003

The Draft EIS considered TOD potential in the comparison of

alternatives and impacts analysis, particularly in the assessment of

potential indirect impacts related to the project.   As noted in your letter,

Sound Transit’s TOD policy states that the agency will assess TOD

during project development to help determine the potential for future

development in and around a proposed station location. Assessments

were conducted at all proposed station locations based on existing

conditions. When the assessment was conducted for the Draft EIS,

zoning around the NE 185th Street Station was primarily single-family

residential. Shoreline has subsequently conducted a station area

planning and environmental review process for the area, examining

potential changes in the types of development that could be allowed in

the station area, with the city's final plan updates occurring in 2015.  For

the Final EIS, Sound Transit updated the TOD report, which is available

on the project web site.  Implementation of TOD policy continues through

final design, construction, and post construction.  Implementation

includes identifying TOD opportunities and strategies as well as

partnerships with public and private interests as noted in Section 4.2.4 of

the Draft EIS. 
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C-017-004

Your preference for Option 1 for the NE 185th Street Station design is

noted.

 

C-017-005

Section 2.4 of the Final EIS describes the typical features of light rail

alternatives, including accommodations for pedestrians, bicyclists, and

feeder bus services at light rail stations. Section 2.2 of the Final EIS has

updates for the Preferred Alternative. Section 3.2 of the Final EIS

discusses features of the proposed project as it relates transit features

and non-motorized facilities, and describes the effects that are

associated with the different alternatives.  Further details are shown in

the Conceptual Plans (Appendix F) and the Transportation Technical

Report, both provided on CD with the Draft and Final EIS and available

on the project website. 

 

C-017-006

Thank you for your comments and recommendations for improved

circulation and safety near the NE 185th Street Station.  Design for the

NE 185th Street Station area would include intersection traffic control to

manage the many travel modes and access to the station.

 

C-017-007

Your preference for Option 1 is noted.

 

C-017-008

Thank you for your comment regarding transit-oriented development

(TOD). Overbuilding of a station or parking garage to provide

development opportunities involves a number of trade-offs. As you

mentioned, the option to develop the stations in this way is allowed in

Sound Transit’s TOD Policy, and the current designs do not preclude the

opportunity.  Sound Transit will consider a joint development project if a
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number of conditions are met, including having an interested

development partner. Currently, there have been no proposals from

parties interested in joint development at the Lynnwood Link Extension

stations, but Sound Transit will continue to investigate possibilities.

 

C-017-009

In Section 4.5.2 of the Draft EIS, it states that Sound Transit would

develop design criteria with input from local jurisdictions and WSDOT;

and Sound Transit would adhere to the local jurisdiction's design

standards in station areas, if applicable, to promote visual unity in these

areas. 

 

C-017-010

Sound Transit will comply with all applicable tree protection standards in

City of Shoreline Municipal Code 20.50 Subchapter 5.  Sound Transit

would minimize vegetation clearing, as noted in Section 4.8.6 of the Draft

EIS.

 

C-017-011

In the Final EIS, all alternatives include a station at NE 185th Street to

the north.  Because siting of a station requires a straight track, an

alignment south of NE 185th Street is infeasible. The Final EIS Chapter

2 has more detail on the Preferred Alternative.
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C-018-001

Your preference for stations at NE 145th Street and NE 185th Street,

and support for further consideration of a station at NE 130th Street is

noted. In November 2013, the Sound Transit Board identified an at-

grade and elevated alignment with stations at NE 145th and NE 185th

streets (Alternative A1 with modifications) as the Preferred Alternative in

Segment A. The Board also directed further study of options to add a

station at NE 130th Street or to make provisions for a future station. The

Sound Transit Board identified an elevated station crossing over NE

236th Street east of I-5 as the station alignment for the Preferred

Alternative in Segment B.  The freeway station remains part of

Alternative B4.  The 130th Street Station remains part of the other A

alternatives (A5, A7, A10, A11) aside from the Preferred Alternative.

 

C-018-002

Sound Transit designed the project to provide good access for all

modes, and worked with local jurisdictions and transit agencies to

identify effective station sites and access plans for the proposed

alternatives.  Access to the proposed light rail stations for non-motorized

users and feeder bus lines is described in Section 3.2 of the Draft EIS. 

Features include pedestrian and bicycle access to and from feeder bus

lines, park-and-ride facilities, and surrounding streets.  Each station

would have bicycle storage.  Section 2.6.1 of the Draft EIS describes

factors affecting the range of alternatives, one of them being the

maximization of existing transit infrastructure.  Analysis of the existing

regional transit including service characteristics, ridership, and travel

times; transit level of service; and local and sub-regional transit is

provided in Section 3.1.2.  Section 3.2.2 provides an overview of long-

term impacts to regional transit.

Implementation of TOD policy continues through final design,

construction, and post construction. Implementation includes identifying
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TOD opportunities and strategies as well as partnerships with public and

private interests as noted in Section 4.2.4 of the Draft EIS.
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C-019-001

After the publication of the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board

subsequently directed Sound Transit to explore a Preferred Alternative

that would avoid displacing the church.  The Final EIS describes the

results of additional engineering Sound Transit undertook to avoid the

potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment

A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or

the church hall (also called the cultural center).  Access to the property

and its functions have been maintained, although a small portion of land

on the property's edge would be acquired for the Preferred Alternative

and other at-grade alternatives.  Elevated alternatives would also require

a portion of the church property, but an elevated design by the church is

not the Preferred Alternative.   

Several sections in the Final EIS have been updated to address these

changes including:  Section 2.5.1 describing the refined alternatives for

Segment A; Section 4.1 describes the acquisition impacts; Section 4.4

describes impacts to community facilities and neighborhoods; Appendix

F presents revised conceptual engineering plans for the refined Segment

A alternatives; Appendix I-4.1 contains detailed maps and tables

concerning acquisition, displacement, and relocation requirements for

each Segment A alternative, and Appendix G has visual simulations. 
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C-020-001

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound

Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential

displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment A

alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the

church hall.  With the realigned street, access to the property has been

maintained, although a portion of land on the church property would be

acquired for the Preferred Alternative and other at-grade alternatives. 

Elevated alternatives would also require a portion of the church property.

Several sections in the Final EIS have been updated to address these

changes including:  Section 2.5.1 describing the refined alternatives for

Segment A; Section 4.1 describes the acquisition impacts; Section 4.4

describes impacts to community facilities and neighborhoods; Appendix

F presents revised conceptual engineering plans for the refined Segment

A alternatives; Appendix I-4.1 contains detailed maps and tables

concerning acquisition, displacement, and relocation requirements for

each Segment A alternative, and Appendix G has visual simulations. 

Section 4.7.3 of the Final EIS discusses noise and vibration impacts and

Section 4.7.7 describes the proposed mitigation measures that would be

applied.
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C-021-001

The Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit to explore a Preferred

Alternative that would avoid displacing the church.  The Final EIS

describes the results of additional engineering that Sound Transit

undertook to avoid the potential displacement of the church.  As a result,

none of the Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would

displace the church or the church hall (also called the cultural center). 

Access to the property and its functions have been maintained, although

a small portion of land on the property's edge would be acquired for the

Preferred Alternative and other at-grade alternatives.  Elevated

alternatives would also require a portion of the church property, but the

existing roadway access would remain in place.   

Several sections in the Final EIS have been updated to address these

changes including:  Section 2.5.1 describing the refined alternatives for

Segment A; Section 4.1 describes the acquisition impacts; Section 4.4

describes impacts to community facilities and neighborhoods; Appendix

F presents revised conceptual engineering plans for the refined Segment

A alternatives; Appendix I-4.1 contains detailed maps and tables

concerning acquisition, displacement, and relocation requirements for

each Segment A alternative, and Appendix G has visual simulations. 
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C-022-001

Thank you for your comments describing the cultural importance of the

Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church.  Please see Section 2.5.1 of the

Final EIS for a description of the refined Segment A alternatives that

avoid displacing the church.
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C-023-001

Traffic impacts and multi-modal conflicts were addressed in the Draft EIS

and updated in the Final EIS. The Sound Transit Board identified the NE

145th Street Station as part of the Preferred Alternative rather than the

NE 155th Street Station, although the Final EIS continues to evaluate all

of the alternatives.  The Sound Transit Board will ultimately determine

the alternative to implement and the project to be built after the Final EIS

has been issued.
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C-023-002

As described in Section 2.3 of the Final EIS, station access is intended

to serve a variety of user types including non-motorized users, those

commuting by automobile, and those arriving on bus.  Park-and-ride

spaces are part of a balanced approach to access, and they can help

minimize parking impacts to neighborhoods while providing access to

light rail for areas transitioning from suburban to urban densities.

Consistent with its adopted System Access Policy, Sound Transit will

continue to refine the station access plans for the project during final

design. 

 

C-023-003

In the areas that you reference, the potential for cut-through traffic may

exist with or without the light rail project and parking garages.  Along N

145th Street, the potential would be related to how existing signals

operate (and where left-turn pockets are available) for southbound traffic

accessing N 145th Street; as well as the reverse movement, i.e.,

northbound traffic from N 145th Street accessing Meridian Avenue.

General traffic could seek cut-through routes between these two points,

not just light rail station traffic.  Likewise, the second location noted on

Corliss at N 160th is a location with a pre-existing issue related to cut

through traffic.

At NE 148th Street between 5th and 8th Avenues, near the 145th Street

station, there is the potential for cut through traffic more directly related

to station traffic. 

In Section 3.6.4, the EIS notes that in areas where cut-through traffic due

to the stations may occur, signage as well as more active calming

treatments could be considered, and Sound Transit would coordinate

with the City to determine the most appropriate measures.
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C-023-004

The streets reconstructed with the project would meet applicable city

standards, which typically include sidewalks providing for pedestrian and

bicycle use; station access plans also are considering all modes of

access, including bicycling and walking.  The Draft EIS Transportation

Technical Report includes an inventory of pedestrian facilities within 1/2

mile of stations and bicycle facilities within 1 mile of stations.  This

inventory helped Sound Transit work with local jurisdictions on

pedestrian and bicycle access planning in the station areas. 

 

C-023-005

The NE 155th Street Station is one of the alternative station locations

with the lowest forecasted ridership and therefore one of the lower

pedestrian volume estimates.  The estimated future PM peak hour period

volume leaving the NE 155th Street Station is estimated at

approximately 40 pedestrians per hour, based on the ridership forecasts

(other riders are assumed to transfer to bus or are park-and-ride

patrons). The pedestrians will primarily walk to the east and west from

the station.  While many pedestrian amenities are desirable near

stations, the volume at the NE 155th Street Station is not anticipated to

result in an impact to existing facilities. 

The station garage is expected to accommodate the projected demand

for park-and-ride; however, if the demand for transit increases, it is

possible that all day parking of transit riders could occur where on-street

parking is available within walking distance of the station.  Section 3.6.7

of the EIS identifies measures that could be applied to discourage

parking by transit users in the station areas  For example, signs

restricting parking duration could be installed at Twin Ponds Park and

along 1st Avenue NE. 

 

C-023-006

Sound Transit appreciates your suggestions for park, trail and other
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neighborhood amenities that could complement the regional investment

in a light rail station serving the area.  However, such improvements are

beyond the scope of the proposed project. 

 

C-023-007

Thank you for your comments on the Lynnwood Link Extension Draft

EIS. Sound Transit acknowledges your preference for a station at NE

145th Street and your discussion of the pros and cons associated with

the Segment A station alternatives. The Final EIS evaluates all the

alternatives evaluated in the Draft EIS (with updated analysis when

needed). The Final EIS also evaluates the Preferred Alternative the

Sound Transit Board identified in November 2013, with a station at NE

145th Street.
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C-024-001

Your reasons for favoring a station at 155th Street are noted.

 

C-024-002

Your reasons favoring a NE 145th Street Station location are noted.
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C-024-003

As described in Chapter 2, Alternatives Considered (Section 2.6.1),

Sound Transit's planning of the alternatives emphasized opportunities to

minimize environmental impacts, particularly property acquisitions

and displacements.  

 

C-024-004

Sound Transit will comply with all applicable tree protection standards in

City of Shoreline Municipal Code 20.50 Subchapter 5 and minimize

vegetation and tree removal to the extent practical.

 

C-024-005

Mitigation measures to reduce impacts to residential streets during

construction are described in Section 3.6 of the Draft EIS.  The

members' preference for 155th Station due to better access to existing

businesses is noted.

 

C-024-006

Sound Transit would mitigate impacts on NE 145th Street or NE 155th

Street as a result of additional traffic using the park-and-ride garages.

 Please refer to the Final EIS. 

 

C-024-007

Sound Transit maintains all of its stations to ensure they remain clean

and safe. The stations will be well lit, feature security cameras, and are

regularly monitored in person by security personnel. As described in

Section 4.14 of the Draft EIS, crime is not expected to increase as a

result of operation of the stations, in part because of project design and

because most areas in the project corridor have low crime rates.

Presence on station platforms requires proof of fare payment and fare-

paid areas will be regularly patrolled by fare inspectors and security

personnel.
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None of the alternatives would have an operating school close by and

they would not affect travel times or routes for school buses.  Lakeside

School is the closest school to a station (NE 145th Street Station). As

described in Section 4.14.2 of the Draft EIS, the safety-related

improvements (sidewalks and protected crossings) to serve all

pedestrians accessing the station would also improve the walking

environment for Lakeside students.  Section 3.6.9 of the Draft EIS

discusses notification and communication with school officials so they

may provide advanced and ongoing notice to students and parents

concerning construction near schools.      

 

C-024-008

As described in Section 3.6.4 of the Draft EIS, measures to address cut-

through traffic impacts could include signage, traffic calming measures or

other cut-through restrictions, and would be determined in conjunction

with local jurisdictions.

 

C-024-009

Sound Transit evaluated the potential for disruption or separation of the

community in the Draft EIS in Section 4.4 Social Impacts, Community

Facilities, and Neighborhoods. In Section 4.4.1, the point is made that

the City of Shoreline is currently bisected by I-5, which limits the east-

west street network.  Tall trees, sound barriers, and the noise of

vehicular traffic further define this existing line in the city.  The light rail

project would not remove east-west connection points over the freeway. 

Stations at major arterial crossings is more likely to encourage east-west

movements within the community.  Please see Section 4.4.2 for more

information.

 

C-024-010

Please see response to C-024-008.
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C-024-011

As described in Section 3.2.5 of the Final EIS, Sound Transit would

provide pedestrian and bicycle improvements at Lynnwood Link

Extension stations consistent with its current System Access Policy to

safely accommodate projected increases in pedestrian and bicycle travel

associated with the project.  Sound Transit would also work with local

agencies to determine which pedestrian and bicycle improvements

would be most appropriate to support station access and safety.  Any

new facilities would be designed and constructed to meet or exceed local

jurisdictional standards for pedestrian and bicycle mobility. 

 

C-024-012

Tree loss was discussed in the Draft EIS discussion (loss of mature

vegetation in Viewshed 5) on pages 4-77 and 4-78.  Mitigation measures

such as preserving trees and replanting vegetation is discussed in the

Draft EIS on page 94.  Planting of mature trees is generally not

recommended due to lower levels of survival of larger specimens, but

other measures to help soften the initial impacts as replacement

vegetation matures are available.   See section 4.5.6 of the Final EIS for

an updated discussion of the mitigation measures proposed. As

described in Section 4.7, severe to moderate noise impacts due to the

project will be mitigated.

Your preference for an at grade design is noted.

 

C-024-013

The potential for air quality and greenhouse gas emission impacts was

examined by modeling the emissions at several of the

more congested and high volume locations along the corridor, including

near stations, as discussed in Section 4.6.3.  Sound Transit found no

violations of federal air quality standards in these locations.  Design for

the station and parking facility will be based on Sound Transit Design

Standards and local agency input and review, as well as by WSDOT and
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FHWA.  Direct access to an interstate from a park and ride structure is

not being considered because new access points to I-5 are not allowed

by FHWA, but modified ramp access is being considered for several

alternatives that would provide effective connections to the

freeway.  Access plans and designs for the station will address all

modes, including the provision of bicycle facilities and storage.

 

C-024-014

Foliage, if dense, can provide slight reductions in noise levels.  There

is up to a 3-dBA reduction in transportation noise for locations with at

least 100 feet of dense foliage that contains leaves all year. Also, a 3-dB

reduction in noise level is barely perceptible to most people;

therefore, foliage in virtually all areas of this project corridor will have

little overall effect on light rail or traffic noise. On the subject of replanting

removed foliage, please see the response to C-024-12. 

 

C-024-015

Managing stormwater volumes and pollutant discharges to natural water

bodies is a priority for Sound Transit. Sound Transit’s policy [Executive

Order No. 1, Establishing a Sustainability Initiative for Sound Transit

(2007)] on ecosystem mitigation is to avoid impacts on environmentally

sensitive resources (including water resources) to the maximum extent

practicable and to provide adequate mitigation to ensure no net loss of

ecosystem function and acreage as a result of agency projects. The

project would be designed to comply with all federal, state, and local

regulations to remove pollutants and control potential risks to water

resources through project planning, design, and the application of best

management practices.

 

C-024-016

Sound Transit requires all projects to consider low-impact development

(LID) methods, such as permeable pavement, as a first choice for
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stormwater treatment (Design Criteria Manual, July 2012). As

summarized in Section 4.9.1 of the Draft EIS, the most common soil

group in the project area is Type C, which is predominantly till-type soil

that has a low infiltration and high runoff potential, generally not

compatible with many LID approaches such as permeable pavement that

require soil to infiltrate. However, some other locations in the project

area contain Soil Types A and B, which have high to moderate infiltration

potential, respectively, and are generally compatible with many types of

LID stormwater facilities. Sound Transit will evaluate the feasibility of

permeable pavement throughout the project area.

 

C-024-017

As described in Section 4.15.2 of the Draft EIS, power connections for

the traction power substations to the nearest existing power source

would be either overhead or underground.  Section 4.15.3 of the Draft

EIS describes existing utilities that may be relocated where they intersect

the alternative alignments. The method of relocation would be consistent

with Sound Transit's policy of replacing existing utilities in-kind when the

relocation is to be funded by Sound Transit.  The potential for using solar

energy or other renewable energy sources is consistent with Sound

Transit's Sustainability Policy, and would be reviewed during final design.

 

C-024-018

A geotechnical evaluation of the potential impacts of this project on

Ridgecrest Park was completed as a component of design development.

At both Twin Ponds Park and Ronald Bog Park, the preferred alignment

is located on the east side of the freeway.  Due to the distance of the

project from the park, the vibrations during construction and operation of

light rail are unlikely to affect the soils below the parks.  Vibration

monitoring equipment will also be routinely deployed along the alignment

during construction to assess vibrations.  If potentially damaging

vibrations associated with construction activities are recorded, mitigation
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measures (such as different types of equipment, protection at receptor

locations, etc.) would be implemented.

 

C-024-019

Thank you for sharing your concerns regarding Ridgecrest Park.  Sound

Transit is working closely with the City of Shoreline to minimize impacts

to Ridgecrest Park and mitigate unavoidable impacts.  Based on

preliminary design, a portion of the existing berm and trees will likely

need to be removed.  Sound Transit will coordinate with the City to

replace the screening and noise reducing function of the berm and trees

where possible.  No impacts to the playing fields are anticipated. 
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C-025-001

The Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit to explore a Preferred

Alternative that would avoid displacing the church.  The Final EIS

describes the results of additional engineering Sound Transit undertook

to avoid the potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none of

the Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the

church or the church hall (also called the cultural center).  Access to the

property and its functions have been maintained, although a small

portion of land on the property's edge would be acquired for the

Preferred Alternative and other at-grade alternatives.  Elevated

alternatives would also require a portion of the church property.   

Several sections in the Final EIS have been updated to address these

changes including:  Section 2.5.1 describing the refined alternatives for

Segment A; Section 4.1 describes the acquisition impacts; Section 4.4

describes impacts to community facilities and neighborhoods; Appendix

F presents revised conceptual engineering plans for the refined Segment

A alternatives; Appendix I-4.1 contains detailed maps and tables

concerning acquisition, displacement, and relocation requirements for

each Segment A alternative, and Appendix G has visual simulations. 
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C-026-001

The Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit to explore a Preferred

Alternative that would avoid displacing the church.  The Final EIS

describes the results of additional engineering Sound Transit undertook

so that none of the Segment A alternatives in the Final EIS would

displace the church or the church hall (also called the cultural center). 

Access to the property and its functions have been maintained, although

a small portion of land on the property's edge would be acquired for the

Preferred Alternative and other at-grade alternatives.  Elevated

alternatives would also require a small portion of the church property.   

Several sections in the Final EIS have been updated to address these

changes including:  Section 2.5.1 describing the refined alternatives for

Segment A; Section 4.1 describes the acquisition impacts; Section 4.4

describes impacts to community facilities and neighborhoods; Appendix

F presents revised conceptual engineering plans for the refined Segment

A alternatives; Appendix I-4.1 contains detailed maps and tables

concerning acquisition, displacement, and relocation requirements for

each Segment A alternative, and Appendix G has visual simulations. 
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C-027-001

As described in Section 1.4 of the Final EIS, the light rail alternatives,

including potential stations, are in response to the project's purpose and

need, as defined in Chapter 1.  While bicycle access remains an

important consideration for the project, further study and detailed

evaluations of bicycle access would not substantially differentiate the

alternatives under consideration.  All of the alternatives are designed to

provide for effective pedestrian and bicycle access, including to and from

the stations to feeder bus lines/stations, park-and-ride facilities, and to

the surrounding street system.  The project would be designed to satisfy

all applicable public access, facility design standards, and life safety

requirements.  As described in Section 3.2.5 of the Final EIS, Sound

Transit would provide for pedestrian and bicycle access at Lynnwood

Link Extension stations and on streets reconstructed as part of the

project, consistent with the agency's adopted System Access Policy. 

Finally, the Federal Transit Administration's rules and guidelines for a

New Start project EIS do not dictate a 3-mile radius study area for

bicycle facility inventories, but the project's EIS did include an inventory

of facilities within 1 mile of potential stations. 
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C-027-002

Alternative routes away from the I-5 corridor were considered during the

Alternatives Analysis and early EIS planning, with participation from the

public and jurisdictions.  This included alignments along Lake City Way,

15th Avenue NE, and SR 99.  Ultimately, the current station sites are in

locations that still provide good multimodal access to nearby centers, but

avoid higher impacts to the surrounding neighborhoods and the natural

environment. Section 2.5, Descriptions of Light Rail Alternatives by

Segment, gives further details on the planning, environmental,

transportation, engineering and cost considerations that shaped the EIS

alternatives, and the project's Alternative Analysis report is appended to

the EIS.   In Segment B, the Preferred Alternative has the station at the

transit center, nearer the areas Mountlake Terrace targets for transit-

oriented development.  In Segment C, while Alternative C1 has the

station closest to the city center, the connecting alignment also carried

the highest level residential and displacement impacts, and impacted a

city park.  The Preferred Alternative, a modified C3, brings the station

closer than the original Alternative C3 while still retaining that

alternative's lower overall environmental impacts.  The station area

design also offers good visibility and allows effective bicycle and

pedestrian connections from multiple directions.  
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C-027-003

Section 2.5.1 describes the factors Sound Transit considered in

developing its alignment and station alternatives, which in this corridor

needed to balance transportation, access, land use, economic

development, environmental and cost factors.  As noted in the station by

station qualitative ratings of station area transit oriented development,

including for potential stations at NE 130th Street, NE 145th Street, and

NE 155th Street, there are few business districts near the general

alignment along I-5, outside of the two regional centers at Northgate and

Lynnwood.  Other alignments farther from the freeway would carry much

higher environmental impacts and would carry longer travel times. 

Chapter 4, Section 4.2.4 summarizes the station area development

potential by station area.   

 

C-027-004

In the Draft EIS Chapter 5, Evaluation of Alternatives, Transit Oriented

Development ratings were provided (see Tables 5-2, 5-3 and 5-4), based

on a range of factors including multimodal access, as well as land use

and development conditions.  During the Alternatives Analysis and

continuing into the EIS alternatives assessment, general station sites

were identified for the project, bicycle and pedestrian qualitative

measures were also considered (see the Alternative Analysis Report,

Chapter 5, and Chapter 2 of the EIS).  These measures, along with the

other measures of potential mobility, ridership, and land use benefits,

transportation impacts, environmental impacts, and constructability, have

helped determine the range of station sites and the general features and

access plans for the EIS analysis.  Transit ridership estimates are

primarily driven by population, employment, regional characteristics such

as transportation conditions between origins and destinations (including

highway conditions), and general accessibility to the station, rather by

access by mode.  During final design, consistent with the agency's

System Access Policy, Sound Transit will continue to collaborate with the

local jurisdictions on opportunities to improve bicycle and pedestrian
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networks serving the station, as an element of a balanced multimodal

access plan that would effectively serve the transit riders expected at the

station.       

 

C-027-005

Your preference for more stations, including stations at NE 130th Street,

NE 155th Street, NE 185th Street, and 220th Street is noted. The

Preferred Alternative has options for additional stations at NE 130th

Street and 220th Street.  

 

C-027-006

Comment noted. The need for the project, as described in Section 1.2.2

of the Draft EIS, includes language on regional mobility and a decrease

in transportation-related energy consumption and GHG emissions.  The

Purpose and Need also refers to environment and supporting regions'

adopted land use plans.

 

C-027-007

The increased use of bicycling is very consistent with trends showing

greater use of transit and walking, and slower growth in vehicle use. The

light rail project is part of an integrated solution encouraging other

alternative modes, including bicycling, in the corridor and the region.  In

the EIS assessment of impacts, Sound Transit inventoried bicycle

facilities within a 1-mile radius of potential stations, and considered

potential conflicts as well as access needs, as described in Chapter 3,

Sections 3.1.5 and 3.2.5 of the Draft EIS.  The Final EIS has updated

information.  While bicycle and trail improvements within a 3-mile radius

of transit stations can be grant-eligible under New Starts, they do not

impose a minimum study area or a required set of non-motorized access

improvements for New Start projects. As noted in the responses above,

Sound Transit will continue to work on access planning with local

jurisdictions during final design.  This effort could include developing
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strategies to assist the local agencies in identifying and prioritizing

improvements, establishing partnerships, and seeking funding including

other grants for supporting improvements. 

 

C-027-008

Project designers will use the Urban Bikeway Design Guide by the

National Association of City Transportation Officials, in conjunction with

Sound Transit design standards and applicable WSDOT and local

jurisdictional design standards.  Please also see the response to C-027-

007.  The statements in the Draft EIS (page 3-38 and 3-39) relate to how

Sound Transit would provide for pedestrian and bicycle access on

roadways reconstructed as part of the project.   Although other roadways

in the study area may be reconstructed by the cities over time, bringing

those facilities up to current standards, Sound Transit's conclusions

about bicycle and pedestrian access immediately around stations

generally did not assume such improvements.   
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C-027-009

Park-and-ride spaces minimize parking impacts to neighborhoods and

provide access to light rail for areas transitioning from suburban to urban

densities.  As described in Section 3.2.7 of the Draft EIS, park-and-ride

lots are generally sized to accommodate future parking demand, and the

amount of parking at each station may be further refined in future phases

of the project.  

As described in Section 4.2.4 of the Draft EIS, analysis of alternatives

included assessments for all proposed station locations based on

existing conditions that support transit-oriented development, transit-

supportive plans and policies, station access, and potential development

opportunities.   In addition, Sound Transit's TOD policy includes goals

that encourage safe multi-modal access to the transit system, with an

emphasis on non-motorized access; and support economic development

efforts.  Implementation of TOD policy continues through final design,

construction, and post construction. Implementation includes identifying

TOD opportunities and strategies as well as partnerships with public and

private interests.

 

C-027-010

Vehicles traveling to and from parking garages were included in the

traffic analysis and are reflected in the vehicle miles traveled and

greenhouse gas emissions projections, the "hot spot" air quality analysis,

and as part of the other evaluations of impacts for each of the project

alternatives. This responds to the need for the EIS to identify significant

environmental impacts and appropriate mitigation for the alternatives

considered.  During final design, Sound Transit's System Access Policy

will continue to be applied as Sound Transit further evaluates the

multimodal access needs of the project, working collaboratively with the

communities to be served.    
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C-027-011

As part of final design for the project, Sound Transit will continue to

examine options to increase the cost-effectiveness of the project.  The

alternatives involving parking garages rather than expanded surface

parking reflect the limited availability of right-of-way along the corridor,

much of which is already developed, although in some station sites there

are options for surface parking.  Overall, the EIS's range of alternatives,

including the station locations and the parking capacity assumed, are in

response to projected demand.  Parking is one element of a balanced

approach for a regional system that provides access via a variety of

modes. The current demand for parking at all transit centers and major

park & ride lots along this extension is greater than supply, with most lots

full by 8 am or earlier on weekdays.  It is reasonable to expect that as

population and employment grows in the corridor, growth in transit center

parking will also continue, as would growth in the use of other modes of

access.    

 

C-027-012

Sound Transit does not consider parking investments to be in

competition with other access components of the project, nor does it

consider parking to be inconsistent with local and regional goals for

creating compact and walkable communities.  Provisions for parking are

part of a balanced approach to developing effective multimodal access to

the regional system. The alternatives considered in the EIS, including

provisions for parking garages, represents a long history of alternatives

planning that is detailed in Chapter 2, and which includes the results of

many rounds of public participation and comment.  Additional parking as

part of the project reflects the project description included in the ST2

Plan, funding for which was approved by voters in 2008, and which itself

involved extensive public planning.  The multimodal access reflects

Sound Transit's adopted Systems Access Policy, which recognizes that

people may choose among a variety of modes as they access a station,

depending on their own needs and circumstances.  As noted in
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responses above, Sound Transit will continue to develop the more

detailed station access plans for the adopted project during final design,

and cost-effectiveness of a variety of project elements and design

approaches will continue to be considered. 

 

C-027-013

Sound Transit remains committed to developing effective multimodal

access to its stations, but the project's purpose is focused on transit

improvements rather than repairing existing deficiencies in the road,

bike, and pedestrian network.  The review of collision data was primarily

intended to assist in evaluating whether the project would aggravate

existing safety concerns or create new safety conflicts for bicyclists. 

Sound Transit is also committed to working with its partners to advance

opportunities to increase the use of bicycles and other alternative modes

that would connect the stations to the surrounding communities. 
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C-028-001

The Draft EIS long term (direct) impacts assessment considered existing

land use plans as well as plans in progress, focusing on consistency with

existing or officially proposed local government land use plans and

policies. Please see Section 4.2.4 Indirect and Secondary Impacts for

potential impacts associated with possible changes in zoning by the local

jurisdictions, which in some cases would be needed to allow higher

density and mixed-use land uses in station areas. 

 

C-028-002

As described in Section 2.5 of the Draft EIS (Chapter 2

Alternatives Considered), prior to the Draft EIS and Final EIS, Sound

Transit evaluated a variety of options for this project based on a number

of criteria. Future development potential was one of the criteria assessed

during the Alternatives Analysis. The Sound Transit Board chose an I-5

alignment. Sound Transit continues to work with jurisdictions on planning

for the areas around the stations to ensure multi-modal access is

achieved.

 

C-028-003

Thank you for identifying the advantages Feet First sees in a NE 130th

Street Station.  The Sound Transit Board identified an at-grade and

elevated alignment with stations at NE 145th and NE 185th streets

(Alternative A1 with modifications) as the Preferred Alternative, and also

directed further study of options to add a station at NE 130th Street or to

make provisions for a future station.  A station at NE 155th Street was

not identified for the Preferred Alternative, but is still evaluated in the

Final EIS under Alternatives A5 and A7.  The Preferred Alternative also

includes a station at the Mountlake Terrace Transit Station in Segment

B.  The Segment C Preferred Alternative is a modified Alternative C3

that places that station closer to the urban center and away from I-5, and

includes improved walk access. 
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C-028-004

As described in Section 2.3 of the Final EIS, the project is applying a

balanced multimodal approach to plan for effective station access,

consistent with Sound Transit's adopted System Access Policy.  Parking

along with other features of the stations would help serve a variety of

user types including non-motorized users, those commuting by

automobile, and those arriving on feeder bus lines. Park-and-ride spaces

help minimize transit-related parking impacts to neighborhoods, and also

provide access to light rail for areas transitioning from suburban to urban

densities, as well as for areas that are more distant from the alignment or

with less convenient connections via transit or other non-automobile

modes.  The use of parking garages, while more expensive than a

surface lot, helps preserve the future potential for transit-supportive

developments within the larger station area.  Section 4.2.4 of the Draft

EIS summarized an assessment of station locations based on conditions

that could support transit-oriented development.

As described in Section 3.2.7 of the Draft EIS, park-and-ride lots are

generally sized to accommodate predicted parking demand, although the

amount of parking at each station may be further refined in future phases

of the project.
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C-029-001

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound

Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential

displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment A

alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the

church hall.  With the realigned street, access to the property has been

maintained, although a portion of land on the church property would be

acquired for the Preferred Alternative and other at-grade alternatives. 

Elevated alternatives would also require a portion of the church

property.   

Several sections in the Final EIS have been updated to address these

changes:  Section 2.5.1 describes the Preferred Alternative and the

refinements in other alternatives for Segment A; Section 4.1 describes

the acquisition impacts; Section 4.4 describes impacts to community

facilities and neighborhoods. In addition, Appendix F presents revised

conceptual engineering plans for the refined Segment A alternatives;

Appendix I-4.1 contains detailed maps and tables concerning acquisition,

displacement, and relocation requirements for each Segment A

alternative, and Appendix G has visual simulations. 

As noted in Section 4.1, any acquisition of property, including a portion of

a property, would require fair compensation to the property owner in

accordance with Sound Transit policy and federal and state law.
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C-030-001

The Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit to explore a Preferred

Alternative that would avoid displacing the church.  The Final EIS

describes the results of additional engineering Sound Transit undertook

to avoid the potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none of

the Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the

church or the church hall (also called the cultural center).  Access to the

property and its functions have been maintained, although a small

portion of land on the properties edge would be acquired for the

Preferred Alternative and other at-grade alternatives.  Elevated

alternatives would also require a portion of the church property, but an

elevated design by the church is not the Preferred Alternative.   

Several sections in the Final EIS have been updated to address these

changes including:  Section 2.5.1 describing the refined alternatives for

Segment A; Section 4.1 describes the acquisition impacts; Section 4.4

describes impacts to community facilities and neighborhoods; Appendix

F presents revised conceptual engineering plans for the refined Segment

A alternatives; Appendix I-4.1 contains detailed maps and tables

concerning acquisition, displacement, and relocation requirements for

each Segment A alternative, and Appendix G has visual simulations. 

 

C-030-002

Based on the comments from the Association, the church and many

others, Sound Transit has updated the design of the at-grade

alternatives as well as the discussions of impacts to the church.  The

Final EIS has further discussion of the avoidance, minimization and

mitigation measures that the Preferred Alternative and other alternatives

would incorporate.  The presence of I-5 to the west limited options for

realigning the tracks without creating more impacts to adjacent

properties, but the Preferred Alternative and other at-grade alternatives,

have a revised design that maintains access to the church.  The design

and analysis for the Final EIS has also further defined a realigned
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access road that would be rebuilt to current standards, along with a

rebuilt sound wall.  The caretaker's building would be relocated, and

Sound Transit would work closely with the church to identify a suitable

relocation option.  Vibration and noise impact information has been

updated as well.  The vibration analysis incorporated the results of

geotechnical studies that included borings along with soils analysis.

Section 4.7.3 of the Final EIS discusses noise and vibration impacts and

Section 4.7.7 describes the proposed mitigation measures that would be

applied.   Section 4.5.2 discusses long term visual impacts and Section

4.5.3 discusses short term visual impacts, and mitigation measures for

visual impacts are discussed in Section 4.5.6.  Section 4.13 of the Final

EIS discusses electromagnetic fields, which are produced whenever

electricity is used.  No sensitive receptors (i.e. hospitals, radio stations)

are within the range of the light rail line, and it is not expected that the

light rail would interfere with the Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church's

radio.  
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C-031-001

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound

Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential

displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment A

alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the

church hall.  With the realigned street, access to the property has been

maintained, although a portion of land on the church property would be

acquired for the Preferred Alternative and other at-grade alternatives. 

Elevated alternatives would also require a portion of the church

property.   

Several sections in the Final EIS have been updated to address these

changes:  Section 2.5.1 describes the Preferred Alternative and the

refinements in other alternatives for Segment A; Section 4.1 describes

the acquisition impacts; Section 4.4 describes impacts to community

facilities and neighborhoods. In addition, Appendix F presents revised

conceptual engineering plans for the refined Segment A alternatives;

Appendix I-4.1 contains detailed maps and tables concerning acquisition,

displacement, and relocation requirements for each Segment A

alternative, and Appendix G has visual simulations. 

As noted in Section 4.1, any acquisition of property, including a portion of

a property, would require fair compensation to the property owner in

accordance with Sound Transit policy and federal and state law.
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C-032-001

Your support for Alternative A1 is noted. During construction, access to

your property will be maintained.

 

C-032-002

Although Alternative A1 was the basis for the Preferred Alternative, the

Preferred Alternative does not require a reconstruction of the NE 117th

Street overpass.  If the overpass were to be reconstructed for the

project, Sound Transit would coordinate with the City of Seattle for any

changes to the intersection configuration or signal operation at Northgate

Way and First Avenue NE, or for any other solution needed to maintain

access via First Avenue NE.  

 

C-032-003

As shown in Appendix F, Conceptual Plans, the proposed alignment

extends through the trees on the east side of 1st Avenue NE in the

vicinity of Northgate West Condominiums, and some tree removal would

be required. Trees provide fairly low levels of noise reduction, but Sound

Transit has evaluated the potential for increased noise due to the light

rail project at the condominiums, and noise barriers on the elevated

guideway would be part of the project as mitigation. Sound Transit will

also comply with all applicable tree protection and replacement

standards in City of Seattle Municipal Code Chapter 25.11.  Potential

mitigation measures are described in Section 4.5.5 (Visual and Aesthetic

Resources) of the Final EIS.

 

C-032-004

During construction, Sound Transit would minimize the use of vibratory

soil compactors and vibratory hammers near structures that are

determined to be vibration-sensitive.  Sound Transit would also avoid

conventional vibratory hammers that have the potential to cause

objectionable vibration and risk cosmetic damage. See Section 4.7.7 of
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the Final EIS for further information on potential mitigation measures. 

Geotechnical analysis continues through final design. Geotechnical

Reports can be obtained by contacting community outreach staff

identified in the Draft and Final EIS.  

 

C-032-005

The Draft EIS identifies two construction activities with the potential to

cause damage to adjacent buildings due to vibration during construction

of the Lynnwood Link: vibratory pile driving and soil compaction using

vibratory rollers. Sensitive structures along the alignment are at risk of

cosmetic damage (the earliest indication of damage) wherever vibratory

pile driving is conducted within 80 feet of a sensitive structure or a

vibratory roller is operated within 40 feet of a sensitive structure.  The

distance to the nearest track at 11300 1st Avenue NE, Seattle is 38-45

feet, depending upon the alignment alternative.  Therefore, vibration

monitoring will be conducted at the building if any of the above activities

are conducted next to the property.  See Section 4.7.4 of the Final EIS

for more information on construction impacts and Section 4.7.7

discussion of mitigation measures.

Vibration levels from running trains will be below the threshold of human

perception at the property and, subsequently, will be far below levels

posing any risk to the structure. Therefore, vibration monitoring of

running trains is not warranted. See Section 4.7.1 of the Final EIS

regarding the FTA criteria used to evaluate sensitivity to noise and

vibration.
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C-033-001

There is no "party of record" designation for the environmental review

process. Janet Way, member of the Paramount Park Neighborhood

Group, has been added to the Lynnwood Link Extension project email

update list.

The Draft EIS identified specific impacts due to each of the alternatives

in various elements of the environment, and also described potential

mitigation measures.  High levels of adverse impacts in the areas of

concern listed would not result with the proposed project design and the

incorporation of best practices and mitigation measures.  The project

would not result in additional flooding, and in several areas would

address existing problems for stormwater treatment and retention.

Worsened congestion and safety are also not anticipated, and in a

number of cases would involve improvements compared to No Build.

Sound Transit is not proposing changes in zoning or densities in

surrounding neighborhoods, although the potential for local jurisdictions

to consider changes is evaluated as an indirect impact.

For impacts and proposed mitigation associated with traffic congestion

and safety, please see Chapter 3 Transportation.  See Chapter 4

Environmental Impacts and Mitigation for impacts and proposed

mitigation associated with housing density changes as an indirect

potential impact (Section 4.2 Land Use); water quality and quantity,

including flooding (Section 4.9 Water Resources); tax base and property

values (Section 4.3 Economics); air pollution and carbon

impacts (Section 4.6 Air Quality and Greenhouse Gases); noise (Section

4.7 Noise and Vibration); glare, scenic and aesthetic values, including

trees (Section 4.5 Visual and Aesthetic Resources); and loss of wildlife

and habitat, including tree loss (Section 4.8 Ecosystem Resources).

 

C-033-002

Your preference for the 145th Street Station location is noted.
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C-033-003

No mitigation is presented under the discussion of land use because the

light rail project would support long-range planning and growth

management policies and goals as stated in Section 4.2.  The Lynnwood

Link Extension project is consistent with the City of Shoreline 2012

Comprehensive Plan.  The discussion of land use impacts in Section

4.2.2 also acknowledges other related long-term and construction

impacts to the neighborhood in the introductory paragraphs of Section

4.2.  Please see the discussion of impacts and proposed mitigation in the

following sections:  Chapter 3 Transportation; Section 4.1 Acquisition,

Displacements, and Relocations; Section 4.4 Social Impacts, Community

Facilities, and Neighborhoods; Section 4.5 Visual and Aesthetic

Resources; Section 4.6 Air Quality and Greenhouse Gases; Section 4.7

Noise and Vibration; and Section 4.17 Parks and Recreation Resources.

 

C-033-004

It is Sound Transit’s policy to mitigate light rail transit noise and vibration

impacts that would otherwise result in moderate or severe impacts,

consistent with published FTA guidance. See Section 4.7 of the Final

EIS for updated direct impact and mitigation information for noise and

vibration.  Noise walls are planned for all alternatives in this area, either

at-grade or elevated, as mitigation for the light rail impacts. 

The discussion of noise as a potential indirect economic impact in

Section 4.3.4 was in the context of a review of combined effects of the

project in ways that could reduce economic or business activity; with

mitigation of the direct noise, traffic, property and other related impacts,

the section describes a low potential for adverse economic impacts, and

a good potential for positive economic effects. 

Tree replacements and replanting are being considered for mitigation for

visual impacts, and both WSDOT and local jurisdictions have tree or
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vegetation replacement requirements that will apply to the project,

but vegetation offers limited noise abatement value. 

 

C-033-005

Table 3-26 in the Draft EIS identified where mitigation would be needed

to address the project's impacts near the NE 145th Street Station,

including due to additional traffic using NE 145th Street (SR 523) to

access the station and/or park-and-ride garage.  This information has

been updated in Table 3-27 of the Final EIS.  Other features of the

project, including for station area improvements for transit, pedestrians,

and bicyclists, have been identified through further planning for the

Preferred Alternative; please see section 2.5 of the Final EIS for more

details.  Sound Transit is not required to improve existing deficiencies in

areas that are not adversely affected by the project.  In a separate effort,

the City of Shoreline, in coordination with Sound Transit and WSDOT, is

conducting a study to review potential improvements along NE 145th

Street, including at the NE 145th Street and I-5 interchange, to improve

traffic operations, connections and safety for all modes in the area. 

 

C-033-006

The project is being designed to encourage the use of walking and biking

to reach the station and connect to the surrounding communities. 

Streets and station areas reconstructed as part of the project will

accommodate pedestrians and bicyclists consistent with applicable city

standards and plans.  Sound Transit is aware of the community's interest

in enhancements at Paramount Park and the open space, and the

agency has included these areas in a planning review of potential

candidate sites for natural resource mitigation, but site requirements

would depend on the permitting requirements for the project to be

built. As the project enters final design and permitting, Sound Transit will

continue to coordinate with the City of Shoreline and other permitting

agencies to finalize the project's approach to meeting permitting

requirements.  
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C-033-007

Sound Transit coordinated with King County Metro and Community

Transit on initial assumptions on bus service to the stations, but

decisions on final service levels and routes would be defined through a

public planning process occurring closer to system opening.  The

conceptual service plan assumes higher levels of feeder service to the

station along east-west arterials, but also includes north-south

connections.  Service on some current routes that duplicate the project's

proposed service and major regional connections could be redirected by

Metro because riders are likely to prefer the faster, more frequent and

reliable service offered by light rail.  As described in Section 2.3 of the

Final EIS, all stations would be accessible as required under the

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), and would include pedestrian and

bicycle access to and from feeder bus lines, park-and-ride facilities, and

surrounding streets.  They would be designed to satisfy all applicable

public access, and life safety requirements. As described in Section

3.2.5 of the Final EIS, Sound Transit would continue to develop the

project's pedestrian and bicycle improvements at Lynnwood Link

Extension stations consistent with its current System Access Policy.  

 

C-033-008

Tolling I-5 is not a component of the Lynnwood Link Extension project.

Tolling I-5 would be a decision of the Washington State Legislature and

wholly independent of this project.

 

C-033-009

Currently, the project is assuming that all streets reconstructed with the

project will be built to current standards for bicycle and pedestrian

facilities.  The station sites will also accommodate pedestrian and bicycle

connections, and will include areas for bike parking and storage. 

Several of the streets being rebuilt in station areas include bike lanes, as

called for in City of Seattle and City of Shoreline transportation and

bicycle plans.  Improvements to other areas not altered or adversely
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affected by the project are not proposed.  Sound Transit will continue to

work with local jurisdictions to finalize the projects' station access plans,

consistent with Sound Transit's System Access Policy. 

 

C-033-010

Sound Transit recognizes the importance of Thornton Creek and its

associated wetlands, and the agency has conducted initial mitigation and

permitting planning for the project that considers opportunities for

mitigation sites within the Thornton Creek watershed. Federal, state, and

local regulations may require Sound Transit to mitigate impacts on

wetlands and buffers using an approved mitigation bank (if available in

the future), King County in-lieu fee program, or project-specific mitigation

developed by Sound Transit.  If project-specific mitigation is developed

for this project, site selection would emphasize a watershed approach.

Section 4.8 of the Draft EIS describes resources and potential impacts

and proposed mitigation. 

 

C-033-011

Sound Transit's Ecosystems Technical Report accompanied the DEIS

and provided greater detail on resources in the project area.  The

technical report, now updated for the Final EIS, also describes the study

area and the methods used to identify areas likely to be affected by the

project construction and operation.  During scoping for the EIS, the

project's proposed analytical methods were reviewed by a variety of

agencies with jurisdiction and natural resource expertise.  The analysis

of ecosystems impacts, including impacts to fisheries and wildlife habitat,

was conducted and coordinated with the water resources analysis

discussed in section 4.9.  Finally, further information has been developed

for a Biological Assessment in conjunction with Endangered Species Act

compliance; see Appendix O of the Final EIS. Sound Transit policy

requires all projects to consider low-impact development (LID) methods

as a first choice for stormwater treatment.  The project will review the

feasibility of LID strategies as part of the project design, in conjunction
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with project permitting. Sound Transit would minimize the potential for

interference with possible future fish habitat restoration projects from

construction of the light rail alternatives by designing and locating project

features to avoid Thornton Creek.

 

C-033-012

As described in Section 4.17 of the Draft EIS, parks, recreational

resources, and open spaces located more than 0.25 mile from station

locations or 300 feet from light rail tracks would not experience direct

impacts from the project.  Paramount Park is outside the general study

area used for parks (see Figure 4.17-1), and there were no

environmental topic areas that identified adverse effects extending

beyond that distance.  Based on the Draft EIS analysis and the updated

Final EIS findings, a station at NE 145th Street would not result in

adverse direct or indirect impacts to any designated open spaces

associated with Thornton Creek (Park #1 was identified in Table 4-17-

1).  Impacts to Jackson Park would be primarily visual.  Therefore, no

mitigation at those parks is proposed except to address visual impacts at

Jackson Park.  Potential changes in allowable density would be an

action taken by local jurisdictions, if at all, and not by Sound Transit, but

are discussed in the indirect impacts section in each environmental topic

area.  The potential impacts and any mitigation due to increased density

would be considered during the planning and environmental review for

any comprehensive plan changes by the local jurisdictions, as well as for

the local approvals for potential developments by others. 

Potential impacts to Thornton Creek are discussed in Section 4.8 of the

Draft EIS, Ecosystem Resources.

 

C-033-013

Please see response for comment C-033-012.
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C-033-014

The Draft EIS acknowledged that construction of the station, parking

garage, and other facilities would alter the visual characteristics between

the highway and the adjacent single-family residential neighborhood, and

would also remove several single family homes at the edge of the

neighborhood.  After mitigation and improvements to address traffic and

circulation needs, other direct changes to the neighborhood would be

limited.  For a more detailed discussion of visual impacts and mitigation,

see Sections 4.5.2 and 4.5.7, respectively.  Other sections found low to

moderate effects for a station adjacent to I-5 at an existing freeway

interchange and at the intersection of two major arterials.  For additional

information refer to Section 4.4 - Social Impacts, Community Facilities,

and Neighborhoods in the Final EIS. 

Longer-term changes in the neighborhood could occur if local

jurisdictions amend plans governing allowable uses of properties

adjacent to the light rail transit station.  These would be local decisions

made by local jurisdictions, and are not proposed by Sound Transit. 

Section 4.2.4 discussed the potential for impacts due to land use

changes by local jurisdictions.

The project also includes amenities and improvements such as bike

facilities on rebuilt sections of 5th Avenue NE and improved sidewalks in

the station area. 

 

C-033-015

During final design, Sound Transit would consider opportunities to plant

trees, consistent with the sustainability policy, which recognizes the

benefits tree plantings would have; plantings are also likely to be a

condition under various permits required for the project. Please refer to

the visual and ecosystems sections for more details on specific

mitigation commitments that would include replacement plantings.
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The Draft EIS estimated the greenhouse gas emissions during

construction by using several sources, including information based on

the agency's own projects that are similar in scale and construction

methods to the Lynnwood Link Extension. Producing and disposing of

materials needed to build the project will also produce greenhouse gas

emissions, which would be an indirect effect of the project.  However, at

this time, there is no standardized methodology for calculating the

embodied and lifecycle emissions from transportation projects.

 

C-033-016

Sound Transit’s policy [Executive Order No. 1, Establishing a

Sustainability Initiative for Sound Transit (2007)] on ecosystem mitigation

is to avoid impacts on environmentally sensitive resources to the

maximum extent practicable and to provide adequate mitigation to

ensure no net loss of ecosystem function and acreage as a result of

agency projects. Sound Transit will comply with all applicable tree

protection standards in local jurisdiction codes.

 

C-033-017

Mitigation measures for any impacts from traffic congestion as a result of

traffic accessing a station or park and ride will be included as part of the

project.  No adverse air quality impacts are expected.  Analysis of

potential air quality impacts is provided in Section 4.6 of the Draft EIS.

 

C-033-018

Please see response to C-033-016. 

 

C-033-019

Sound Transit's policy [Executive Order No. 1, Establishing a

Sustainability Initiative for Sound Transit (2007)] on petroleum

conservation and renewable fuel and energy is to work with energy

providers to maximize the percentage of renewable energy purchased. 
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Sound Transit's approach to incorporating sustainability opportunities

into its facilities is summarized in Section 2.6 of the Draft EIS. 

 

C-033-020

The project does not propose specific other uses such as retail,

but Sound Transit policy encourages potential partnerships for transit-

oriented developments (TOD).  Sound Transit’s TOD and Sustainability

Policies will continue to be applied during final design.  See Section 4.5

for visual impacts and mitigation.
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