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I-231-001

Thank you for your comment stating your preference for a station at NE

145th Street.
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I-232-001

The noise analysis for the Lynnwood Link uses the FTA impact criteria

and Sound Transit mitigates noise impacts to levels below this criteria.

Sound Transit's policy is to mitigate moderate or severe impacts under

FTA criteria. Potential mitigation measures for noise are described in

Section 4.7.7 of the Final EIS.

Foliage, if dense, can provide slight reductions in noise levels.  The FTA

and FHWA provides for up to a 3 dBA reduction in transportation noise

for locations with at least 100 feet of dense foliage that contains leaves

year around.  Because of the varying foliage in the project area, the

estimates of noise used for the EIS assessment did not assume foliage

would reduce the noise from the train, and the resulting projections of

noise and the mitigation measures are conservative. A 3 dB reduction in

noise level is barely perceptible to most people, so foliage in virtually all

areas of this project corridor will have little overall effect on light rail nor

traffic noise.

Topographical conditions are included in the noise analysis, which used

models to project noise based on the location of the train and the

location of sensitive receptors.  The Noise and Vibration Technical

Report has further details on the existing and project future noise levels

for specific homes in the study area, including your property. 

 

I-232-002

The Final EIS includes an updated assessment of impacts of the

elevated structure at this location, however the Draft EIS was not

intended to define visual impacts parcel by parcel, but rather for larger

areas of viewsheds.  It is accurate that some locations, particularly those

adjacent to the facility could have higher localized impacts. Sound

Transit's tree clearing policies for elevated light rail provide for clearing

within 30 feet of the centerline of the structure, or about 15 feet from the

edge of the structure.  At this location, there is about 115 feet of
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vegetation between the paved area of the shoulder of the off-ramp and

the edge of the right of way.  There is about 90 feet of heavy evergreen

vegetation between the edge of the current vegetation management area

for the highway and the edge of the right-of-way.  Location of the

elevated structure at this location would remove the large evergreen

trees closest to the roadway which have the most dense foliage.   In

most cases, there would be one or two rows of mature evergreen trees

retained between the elevated structure and the edge of the right-of-way,

however because these trees have grown in shade, the lower branch

vegetation is less dense and will provide less of a visual screen.  The

Final EIS identifies mitigation measures for the project, but the detailed

definition of plantings in specific locations would be accomplished during

final design.  Replacement trees would be considered where space is

available.  As indicated in Section 4.5.6 of the Draft EIS, new evergreen

trees adjacent to the elevated structure would provide screening after a

15 to 20 year period, depending on the size of trees at the time of

planting.

 

I-232-003

During preliminary engineering for the Preferred Alternative and to

support further estimates on tree removal, Sound Transit performed

initial assessments of corridor trees, reviewed potential tree removal

needs, and considered potential tree hazards.  While this document was

to support continued design and is not part of the EIS, it has been used

to update the consideration of visual impacts and to calculate tree

replacement and mitigation needs.  It is also available on request from

Sound Transit.  However, definitions of the specific trees to be removed

requires a higher level of detailed design and construction planning than

is necessary for an EIS to describe impacts and identify mitigation.  It is

also important to recognize that the alignment remains entirely within the

WSDOT right-of-way, and must balance visual impacts against other

safety, transportation and environmental management needs.  Sound

Transit is committed to building a safe system that does present safety
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or hazard risks to adjacent properties.  For example, additional

geotechnical studies have been performed as part of continued

engineering for the project, and structural and other related engineering

design assessments reflect the needs for retaining walls, deep

foundations or pilings, and other design measures to address areas of

geological concern.  The Final EIS include a summary of the geologic

hazards that have been identified in the project areas.  During final

design, the project will confirm the design approach to address specific

geologic hazards, areas with slope stability concerns along the project

alignment.  

 

I-232-004

Sound Transit has reviewed your proposals to consider whether they

have the potential to avoid potential impacts near your property. 

In reviewing Proposal 1, as the light rail profile approaches the property

from the south, it is coming out of a cut into the hillside adjacent to I-5.

To lower the profile through this area would require cutting even further

into the hillside. At about 800 feet south of the property, the existing

ground drops about 40 feet. Traveling north the ground continues to drop

further as it becomes adjacent to wetlands and State Route 104.

Heading north from there, the next major connection point is the elevated

Montlake Terrace Transit Station at 236th St. SW. To maintain a light rail

profile meeting established design criteria based on safety and efficiency

and to minimize negative impacts through this area, an elevated

structure maintaining a minimum height over the southern- most State

Route 104 exit ramp is needed.  The elevation has been refined for the

Final EIS, and the visual impact information in this area was updated.

In reviewing Proposal 2, there are a number of design constraints that

require maintaining the light rail alignment in the approximate location as

shown in the Draft EIS and now in the Final EIS.  Based on design

guidelines for the use of the I-5 right-of-way between Sound Transit and

WSDOT, the light rail project footprint is outside of an approximately 94

foot section reserved for the freeway and potential future improvements. 
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The horizontal alignment is also constrained by a more narrow width of

existing right-of-way between NE 185th St. to north of NE 195th St. To

provide a horizontal design as shown in your Figure 2a-b, while still

meeting the project's light rail design standards, would require further

encroachment beyond the right-of-way and upon more properties and

homes in this area.  Therefore, Sound Transit is continuing to propose

the Preferred Alternative design rather than your suggested alternative.
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I-233-001

The west side alignments like the one being suggested are not being

further considered, as was stated in the Draft EIS in Chapter 2, Section

2.5. West side alignments would have greater impacts without mobility

benefits and do not coincide with optimal station locations that the east

side alignments through Mountlake Terrace would offer.
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I-233-002

Your suggestion for an expanded station area with a potential crossing to

the west has been considered, as has a potential increase in parking

supply. An additional option for a new structure for parking is now

considered as part of Alternative B1. Other configurations involving

station development in the residential areas west of I-5 have not been

advanced because they would be less accessible than the existing

transit center, they would be less compatible with City of Mountlake

Terrace plans, and they would have higher levels of impacts to the

residential areas without increasing mobility benefits.
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I-234-001

Thank you for your comment stating your preference for Alternative C3.

 

I-234-002

The noise analysis for the Lynnwood Link uses the FTA impact criteria

and Sound Transit mitigates noise impacts to levels below this

criteria.  Potential mitigation measures for noise are described in Section

4.7.7 of the Final EIS.

Sound walls are planned for all alternatives in this area, either at-grade

or elevated, as mitigation for the light rail impacts.  In addition, any

existing WSDOT noise walls removed as part of the project, will be

replaced.
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I-235-001

Thank you for you comment stating your preference for Alternative C3.
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I-236-001

Your opposition to Alternatives C1 and C2 is noted, and Sound Transit

recognizes your Preference for Alternative C3.   The Sound Transit

Board identified a modified Alternative C3 for the Preferred Alternative.  
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I-237-001

Thank you for your comment stating your preference for Alternative C3

and the reasons why you support this alternative.  All three of the

Segment C alternatives allow for future light rail extensions north.  See

Section 2.5 Alternatives Development. 
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I-238-001

The project is planned to serve the region's long-term needs through

2035 and beyond.  As shown in Figure  2-12, there are many steps

required to take a project from initial development of alternatives through

the begining of operation.  The alternatives analysis was conducted in

2010 through the middle of 2011.  Please see Section 2.9.1 Next Steps. 

The proposed Lynnwood Link Extension project and the Vancouver,

British Columbia SkyTrain are not similar projects. The SkyTrain is a fully

automated, fully elevated, intermediate rail system - not a light rail

system. 

The structure of the region's transit systems reflects legislatively-

determined authorities, and is not the subject of this EIS.
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I-239-001

Thank you for your comment concerning the routes of the Segment C

alternatives as they approach the Lynnwood Transit Center.  All of the

Segment C alternative alignments that are evaluated in the Final EIS

remain south of 200th Street SW. 
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I-240-001

Thank you for your comment stating a preference for Alternative C1.
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I-241-001

Thank you for your comment regarding your interest in a Sunday bus

schedule. Sound Transit appreciates your feedback.  Community Transit

operates bus routes within Snohomish County.

 

Lynnwood Link Extension

2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses



Page 653

I-242-001

Thank you for your comment stating a preference for Alternative C1.
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I-243-001

Thank you for your comment about traffic concerns on 220th Street.

Traffic to the station would egress at a new signalized intersection on

220th St SW between 64th Avenue and I-5. The new intersection would

be designed to accommodate additional station traffic.
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I-244-001

Thank you for your comment stating a preference for Alternative C1.
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I-245-001

Chapter 3 of the Final EIS details the performance of more than 20

intersections that Sound Transit and the City of Lynnwood identified for

detailed analysis.  The assessments were based on predictions of future

traffic with and without the project, particularly in the areas where

existing or future conditions already created traffic problems in the No

Build condition, and where station area traffic would result in an

increase.  For the Preferred Alternative, Sound Transit identified

improvements to mitigate congestion on 200th Street SW, including 44th

Ave W.  Traffic along 52nd or 188th Street SW is not expected to

markedly change due to the project.
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I-246-001

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the results of additional engineering

Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the

potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment

A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or

the church hall. 

 

Lynnwood Link Extension

2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses



Page 658

I-247-001

Thank you for your comment stating your preference for the Alternative

A1 due to minimal impacts to your nearby property. 

 

I-247-002

Thank you for your comment stating your reasons why you do not

support a light rail station at NE 130th Street.  Sound Transit recognizes

that traffic is busy in the neighborhood and it is not pedestrian-friendly.

Improvements at each of the proposed light rail stations would include

connections with local streets, bicycle paths, and pedestrian sidewalks. 

Existing handicapped ramps on nearby sidewalks would be

reconstructed if impacted by station construction activities.  Please

see Section 3.2 for a detailed discussion of long-term impacts and

Section 3.6 for an outline of potential mitigation measures for all modes

of transportation.

 

I-247-003

Thank you for your comment stating your preference for Alternative C3

and the reasons why.
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I-248-001

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the results of additional engineering

Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the

potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment

A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or

the church hall. 
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I-249-001

Thank you for your comment regarding your interest in a Sunday bus

schedule.

Community Transit is the transit agency that operates local bus service

within Snohomish County, Sound Transit's Regional Express service will

continue to operate daily from Lynnwood until the light rail project opens.

Before the project would begin operation, Sound Transit would work with

the other transit providers in the project area to revise service plans to

avoid duplicating service and provide improved or new connections to

the Lynnwood Link Extension. For more information, please refer to the

Draft EIS, Chapter 3 Transportation, Section 3.2.2 Transit.
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I-250-001

Thank you for your comment regarding your interest in a Sunday bus

schedule.

Community Transit is the transit agency that operates local bus service

within Snohomish County, Sound Transit's Regional Express service will

continue to operate daily from Lynnwood until the light rail project opens.

Before the project would begin operation, Sound Transit would work with

the other transit providers in the project area to revise service plans to

avoid duplicating service and provide improved or new connections to

the Lynnwood Link Extension. For more information, please refer to the

Draft EIS, Chapter 3 Transportation, Section 3.2.2 Transit.
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I-251-001

Thank you for your comment stating a preference for Alternative C1.
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I-252-001

Thank you for sharing your concerns regarding Alternative C1's potential

impacts to Scriber Lake Park.  A modified Alternative C3, which avoids

the park, is the Preferred Alternative included in the Final EIS.
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I-253-001

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound

Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential

displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment A

alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the

church hall.  With the realigned street, access to the property has been

maintained, although a portion of land on the church property would be

acquired for the Preferred Alternative and other at-grade alternatives. 

Elevated alternatives would also require a portion of the church

property.   

Several sections in the Final EIS have been updated to address these

changes:  Section 2.5.1 describes the Preferred Alternative and the

refinements in other alternatives for Segment A; Section 4.1 describes

the acquisition impacts; Section 4.4 describes impacts to community

facilities and neighborhoods. In addition, Appendix F presents revised

conceptual engineering plans for the refined Segment A alternatives;

Appendix I-4.1 contains detailed maps and tables concerning acquisition,

displacement, and relocation requirements for each Segment A

alternative, and Appendix G has visual simulations. 

As noted in Section 4.1, any acquisition of property, including a portion of

a property, would require fair compensation to the property owner in

accordance with Sound Transit policy and federal and state law.
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I-254-001

The 130th Station is included as an option to the Preferred Alternative

considered in the Final EIS.

 

I-254-002

Your opposition to a freeway station is noted.  The Preferred Alternative

in the Final EIS has a transit center station.

 

I-254-003

Thank you for your comment on the Lynnwood Station design. As you

note, this is a major transit facility that includes many transfers from bus

to rail as well as car to transit (bus or rail). The Final EIS includes a

revised station plan for the Preferred Alternative that balances access for

all modes, including improvements for pedestrians and bicyclists.

 

I-254-004

Station parking, facility sizing, and design is balanced between the

demand for parking and the need for good multi-modal connections in

order to serve the needs of the region as well as local communities.
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I-255-001

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound

Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential

displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment A

alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the

church hall. 
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I-256-001

The preference for a station at 130th Street NE is noted.  The Preferred

Alternative includes a station at NE 145th Street and has an option for

a station at NE 130th Street.

 

I-256-002

Sound Transit recognizes your preference for the at-grade alternative,

because they would improve the interchange; they also would include

pedestrian and bicycle improvements along 5th Avenue NE. See

Appendix G for Visual Simulations.

 

I-256-003

The riparian and wetland area associated with North Branch Thornton

Creek is a potential site under consideration for compensatory mitigation

to offset unavoidable permanent impacts.

 

I-256-004

Your opposition to Alternative A7 and A11 is noted.  The Draft EIS and

Final EIS address visual impacts and mitigation in Section 4.5.
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I-257-001

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound

Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential

displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment A

alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the

church hall. 
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I-258-001

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the results of additional engineering

Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the

potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment

A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or

the church hall. 
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I-259-001

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the results of additional engineering

Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the

potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment

A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or

the church hall. 

 

I-259-002

Thank you for your concerns about the potential disruption of the Latvian

Evangelical Lutheran Church during construction.  To better understand

the effects and proposed mitigation associated with construction, please

see Chapter 3 Transportation Impacts and Mitigation; Sections 4.2, Land

Use; 4.4, Social Impacts, Community Facilities, and Neighborhoods; and

4.7, Noise and Vibration.  The church will also retain access during

construction.

 

I-259-003

Thank you for your personal comments describing the cultural

importance of the Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church to you, the

region’s Latvian community, the larger Baltic community, and those

interested in Scandinavian studies.  Please see Section 2.5.1 for a

description of the refined Segment A alternatives that avoid

displacing the church.
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I-260-001

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the results of additional engineering

Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the

potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment

A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or

the church hall.  With the realigned street, access to the property has

been maintained, although a portion of land on the edge of the church

property would be acquired for the Preferred Alternative and other at-

grade alternatives.  Elevated alternatives would also require a portion of

the church property.

Several sections in the Final EIS have been updated to address these

changes: Section 2.5.1 describing the refined alternatives for Segment

A; Section 4.1 describing the acquisition impacts; Section 4.4 describing

impacts to community facilities and neighborhoods. In addition, Appendix

F presents revised conceptual engineering plans for the refined Segment

A alternatives; Appendix I-4.1 contains detailed maps and tables

concerning acquisition, displacement, and relocation requirements for

each Segment A alternative, and Appendix G has visual simulations.

As noted in Section 4.1, any acquisition of property, including portions of

a property, would require fair compensation to the property owner in

accordance with Sound Transit policy and federal and state law.
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I-261-001

Thank you for your comment regarding your concerns about impacts to

both wetlands and displacement of residents.  See Chapter 2 for a

description of the Preferred Alternative, which is a modification of

Alternative C3.
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I-262-001

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the results of additional engineering

Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the

potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment

A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or

the church hall.
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I-263-001

The NE 155th Street station would not displace the fire station.  Sound

Transit is aware of concerns about the possible impacts of a station at

NE 155th Street on the operations of the Fire Station. In the design and

development of a station at that location, and the management of traffic

serving the station, Sound Transit would work closely with the Fire

Department to resolve any potential conflicts with bus and vehicle traffic

to ensure that emergency response times would be maintained both

during the construction period and operation of light rail.

 

I-263-002

If a station at NE 155th Street were part of the project to be built, Sound

Transit would mitigate traffic impacts from the station as described in

Chapter 3.  A modified Alternative A1 is the Preferred Alternative, which

does not include a station at the NE 155th Street area.
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I-264-001

Thank you for your comment stating a preference for Alternative C1.
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I-265-001

Thank you for your comment with concerns that Alternative C3 could

conflict with the City of Lynnwood's plans for a Lift Station.  Sound

Transit coordinated with the City to obtain further details on the

expansion, which is not likely to physically expand the current site.

Alternative C3 would not affect the plans for the Lift Station, nor would

the Preferred Alternative. 
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I-266-001

Your opposition to Alternatives C1 and C2 has been noted, along with

your support for a modified alternative to the south.  The Preferred

Alternative is based on Alternative C3, and was developed in

coordination with the City of Lynnwood.  See Chapter 2 for a detailed

description.  Thank you for providing attachments of other parties'

comments, including materials directed to the City of Lynnwood during

the City's councils consideration of EIS alternatives.  Linda Willemark's

comments are recorded separately in comments I-530 and I-228.

 Comments by Mike Mayes, which included his public testimony at one

of the EIS public meetings, are responded to under B-001 and I-217.

 The other attachments you provided were reviewed by Sound Transit,

but they are directed to other parties such as the Environmental

Protection Agency.  

However, to address one of your primary concerns in the letter to EPA

about Alternative C1 and its impacts to Scriber Creek Park and its

associated wetlands, the Draft EIS included detailed discussions of the

impacts to the park and its wetlands, including in the Summary, in

Chapter 5 Evaluation of the Alternatives, and in sections 4.17 and 4.18,

the latter section dealing specifically with the Section 4(f) requirements

that would need to be met if Alternative C1 were to receive approval by

FTA.  The Final EIS notes that Alternative C1 has not yet met those

conditions. Although the Draft EIS did not mention the source of funding

for the park, under Section 4(f), any significant public park is treated as a

protected resource, and most parks bond measures have similar

conditions requiring in-kind replacement.   
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I-267-001

Thank you for your comment stating a preference for Alternative C1.
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I-268-001

Thank you for describing the importance of the church and center to your

family and community.  Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board

directed Sound Transit to develop a Preferred Alternative that would

avoid displacing the church.  The Final EIS describes the additional

engineering Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and

avoid the potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the

Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the

church or the church hall. 
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I-269-001

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound

Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential

displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment A

alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the

church hall.  
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I-270-001

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the results of additional engineering

Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the

potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment

A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or

the church hall. 

 

Lynnwood Link Extension

2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses



Page 695

I-271-001

Chapter 3 of the Final EIS details the performance of more than 20

intersections that Sound Transit and the City of Lynnwood identified for

detailed analysis, as well as potential mitigation for impacts for each of

the alternatives.  The assessments were based on predictions of future

traffic with and without the project, particularly in the areas where

existing or future conditions already created traffic problems in the No

Build condition, and where station area traffic would result in an

increase.  For the Preferred Alternative, Sound Transit identified

improvements to mitigate congestion on 200th Street SW, including 44th

Ave W.  Traffic along 52nd or 188th Street SW is not expected to

markedly change due to the project.
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I-272-001

Thank you for your comment supporting a light rail station at NE 145th

Street under the following alternatives:  A1, A3, A10, and A11.
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I-273-001

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the results of additional engineering

Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the

potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment

A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or

the church hall.  With the realigned street, access to the property has

been maintained, although a portion of land on the edge of the church

property would be acquired for the Preferred Alternative and other at-

grade alternatives.  Parking supply would also be maintained but would

be modified by the realigned street entrances.
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I-274-001

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the results of additional engineering

Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the

potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment

A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or

the church hall. 
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I-275-001

Thank you for your personal comments describing the cultural

importance of the Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church to you, the

region’s Latvian community, the larger Baltic community, and those

interested in Scandinavian studies.  Following the Draft EIS, the Sound

Transit Board directed Sound Transit to develop a Preferred Alternative

that would avoid displacing the church.  The Final EIS describes the

results of additional engineering Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd

Avenue NE and avoid the potential displacement of the church.  As a

result, none of the Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS

would displace the church or the church hall.
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I-276-001

Thank you for describing the personal and cultural significance of the

church and Latvian center to you and your family. Following the Draft

EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit to develop a

Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the church.  The Final

EIS describes the results of additional engineering Sound Transit

undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential

displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment A

alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the

church hall. 
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I-277-001

Thank you for your comment regarding Scriber Creek Park and the

potential impacts of Alternative C1.  The Sound Transit Board has

identified a modified Alternative C3 as the Preferred Alternative, avoiding

the impacts to the park.
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I-278-001

Thank you for describing the importance of the church and community

center to your family.  Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board

directed Sound Transit to develop a Preferred Alternative that would

avoid displacing the church.  The Final EIS describes the results of

additional engineering Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue

NE and avoid the potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none

of the Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace

the church or the church hall. 
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I-279-001

Thank you for describing the importance of the church and community

center to your family.  Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board

directed Sound Transit to develop a Preferred Alternative that would

avoid displacing the church.  The Final EIS describes the results of

additional engineering Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue

NE and avoid the potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none

of the Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace

the church or the church hall. 
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I-280-001

Thank you for describing the cultural importance of the Latvian

Evangelical Lutheran Church.  Following the Draft EIS, the Sound

Transit Board directed Sound Transit to develop a Preferred Alternative

that would avoid displacing the church.  The Final EIS describes the

results of additional engineering Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd

Avenue NE and avoid the potential displacement of the church.  As a

result, none of the Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS

would displace the church or the church hall. 
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I-281-001

Thank you for your comment stating your preference for Alternative C3.
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I-282-001

Thank you for your comments describing the cultural importance of the

Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church.  Following the Draft EIS, the

Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit to develop a Preferred

Alternative that would avoid displacing the church.  The Final EIS

describes the results of additional engineering Sound Transit undertook

to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential displacement of the

church.  As a result, none of the Segment A alternatives evaluated in the

Final EIS would displace the church or the church hall. 
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I-283-001

Thank you for describing the cultural and personal importance of the

church and community center.  Following the Draft EIS, the Sound

Transit Board directed Sound Transit to develop a Preferred Alternative

that would avoid displacing the church.  The Final EIS describes the

results of additional engineering Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd

Avenue NE and avoid the potential displacement of the church.  As a

result, none of the Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS

would displace the church or the church hall. 
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I-284-001

Thank you for your comment. The Lynnwood Link Extension light rail

project is designed to be a benefit to all who travel the corridor between

Northgate and Lynnwood. The potential station at NE 130th Street is

approximately 0.7-0.8 miles north of the Latvian Evangelical Lutheran

Church, while the Northgate Station is approximately 1.5 miles south of

the church, but with bus service, or by bike, walking, or by car, the

station would be accessible to church or center users. Bus services may

also be realigned to better serve the rail station, which may help improve

transit access; however, any bus realignment would be determined by

King County Metro.  
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I-285-001

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the results of additional engineering

Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the

potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment

A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or

the church hall.  With the realigned street, access to the property has

been maintained, although a portion of land on the edge of the church

property would be acquired for the Preferred Alternative and other at-

grade alternatives.  Elevated alternatives would also require a portion of

the church property.

Several sections in the Final EIS have been updated to address these

changes: Section 2.5.1 describing the refined alternatives for Segment

A; Section 4.1 describing the acquisition impacts; Section 4.4 describing

impacts to community facilities and neighborhoods. In addition, Appendix

F presents revised conceptual engineering plans for the refined Segment

A alternatives; Appendix I-4.1 contains detailed maps and tables

concerning acquisition, displacement, and relocation requirements for

each Segment A alternative, and Appendix G has visual simulations.

As noted in Section 4.1, any acquisition of property, including portions of

a property, would require fair compensation to the property owner in

accordance with Sound Transit policy and federal and state law.
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I-286-001

Thank your for your comment stating your preference for Alternative C3. 
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