Lynnwood Link Extension
2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses

[-341-001

Your comments concerning the presentation of information used to
compare project alternatives are noted. The purpose of an EIS is to
present potential impacts of a project to the public and decision makers.
The various environmental resources are not weighted. The
methodologies used to make estimates for project impacts are generally
similar to the methodology used for the Central Link environmental
review document and both are based on conceptual engineering design.

1-341-002

Sound Transit's objective is to develop a project that best meets the
purpose and need for the project, minimizes environmental impacts, and
is cost effective.

[-341-003

Your comments on spacing between the proposed light rail transit
stations are noted. As a regional facility that is linked with the local transit
network, the station spacing reflects a balance between access, travel
times, ridership, current land use, and the land use plans of local
jurisdictions. The neighborhoods between NE 130th and NE 155th
Streets are among the most dense in the corridor, and therefore one
station only with a larger gap between the stations would have given
fewer people good accessibility to transit (particularly for walk or bike
trips). The Draft EIS alternatives also were arranged to allow other
combinations of stations, but as the strongest support in public
comments and from local jurisdictions was for a NE 145th Station from
early scoping through the Draft EIS, a unique alternative featuring a NE
130th and NE 185th combination did not appear necessary.

[-341-004
A detailed inventory of existing pedestrian facilities within 1/2 mile of the
stations and existing bicycle facilities within 1 mile of the stations is
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provided in the Transportation Technical Report that supports the Draft
EIS impact analysis as well as the design of station areas and ongoing
access planning. An inventory of existing transit services is also
included in the Transportation Technical Report. City future land use
plans were evaluated during analysis of station siting, and is also
discussed in Section 4.4 of the EIS.

[-341-005

All of the light rail alternatives would meet or exceed local jurisdictional,
Sound Transit, and ADA design standards for pedestrian facilities
fronting the stations areas and roadways that are reconstructed as part
of the project. Specific locations where increased sidewalk widths are
needed to accommodate peak pedestrian volumes are identified in the
Transportation Technical Report, which is included the Final EIS as an
electronic document. Bicycle lanes may be added to roadways
reconstructed for the project where possible, but extensive bicycle lane
striping or sidewalk completion is not a component of this project.

Section 3.2.8 discusses safety at intersections impacted by the project.
Pedestrian and bicycle volumes are expected to increase at intersections
near proposed stations, which could result in greater potential for
conflicts. However, the project would have minimal impact on traffic
safety; station areas will be designed for multimodal access and to
minimize the potential for traffic conflicts. At NE 145th Street, for
example, the project would improve safety with geometric modifications
and access changes with a new signal at the I-5 northbound on-ramp at
5th Avenue NE.

1-341-006
Your comment is noted. These factors were considered in the TOD
potential analysis.
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[-341-007
Your comment is noted. Current transit service in the project study area
is discussed in Section 3.1.2 of the EIS.

[-341-008

Your comments about parking are noted. The Final EIS discusses Sound
Transit's current parking plans at each proposed station; see Section
3.2.7.

Lynnwood Link Extension Page 789
2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses



[-342-001
This comment required translation into English. The translation is located
on the next page along with Sound Transit's response.
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[-342-002

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit
to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the
church. The Final EIS describes the results of additional engineering
Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the
potential displacement of the church. As a result, none of the Segment
A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or
the church hall.
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[-343-001
Your concerns about the Lynnwood Link Extension impacting your
neighborhood are noted.
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[-343-002

Noise walls are planned for all alternatives in this area as mitigation for
the light rail noise impacts that exceed the FTA criteria. See Section 4.7
in the Final EIS for the projected noise impacts in your area.

Foliage, if dense, can provide slight reductions in noise levels. It could
provide up to a 3-dBA reduction in transportation noise for locations with
at least 100 feet of dense foliage that contains leaves year-round.
However, a 3-dB reduction in noise level is barely perceptible to most
people, so foliage in virtually all areas of this project corridor has little
effect in reducing noise.

[-343-003

As you noted, parking would be limited at the NE 130th Street Station, if
it is built. One station option calls for approximately 100 spaces at a
leased lot and another station option would not include parking. Chapter
2 of the Final EIS describes the NE 130th Street Station options.

[-343-004

Your comments about crime at the NE 130th Street Station are noted.
See Section 4.14.2 in the Final EIS for Sound Transit crime analysis.
Crime is not expected to increase as a result of operation of the stations.
Several studies have concluded that crime around stations mirrors crime
rates in the surrounding neighborhoods. Most areas in the project
corridor have low crime rates. The stations would be well lit, continually
monitored by security cameras, and regularly monitored by security
personnel. 2010 crime statistics related to already built Sound Transit
facilities show that the crime rate per number of riders at transit facilities
and on light rail and commuter rail trains is substantially lower compared
to overall per capita crime rates in the surrounding neighborhoods.
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Lynnwood Link Extension
2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses

[-343-005

Your comment stating your preference for the Segment A alternatives
that include a proposed light rail transit station at NE 145th Street is
noted.

[-343-006

Sound Transit is interested in transit-oriented development in locations
where it makes sense, so each proposed station location was assessed
for that potential; see Section 4.2.4 of the Final EIS. This does not mean
that all stations are good candidates for future development. Sound
Transit prepared a Station Area Transit-Oriented Development Potential
Report that provides details about each station area and how it might (or
might not) support future development. Each city must be involved in
discussions about how, and if, development might occur around a
station. At the NE 130th Street Station, the current zoning to support
future development is limited. Any rezoning is the responsibility of the
City of Seattle and not part of the Lynnwood Link Extension project.

[-343-007

One of the key considerations in the development of the design
alternatives was the protection of ecosystems, including wetlands and
streams. Numerous federal, state, and local environmental laws and
regulations have been enacted with this goal in mind; Sound Transit
plans to comply with these laws and regulations. Sound Transit's
commitment to ecosystem protection is further demonstrated through the
agency's policy [Executive Order No. 1, Establishing a Sustainability
Initiative for Sound Transit (2007)] on ecosystem mitigation, which is to
avoid impacts on environmentally sensitive resources to the maximum
extent practicable and to provide adequate mitigation to ensure no net
loss of ecosystem function and acreage as a result of agency projects.
These values are incorporated in the design of the alternatives for this
project.
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Section 4.8 of the Final EIS presents all the anticipated impacts on
ecosystem resources by the project, and presents mitigation measures
to address those impacts that would be unavoidable. One of the
potential compensatory mitigation locations for wetland impacts is along
North Branch Thornton Creek.

[-343-008

Your concerns about the value of your property near a light rail

station are acknowledged. Section 4.3 of the EIS discusses the impact
of the transit facilities on property values.

[-343-009

Sound Transit recognizes the importance of Thornton Creek and the
citizens living within its watershed. Managing stormwater runoff to
Thornton Creek and its tributaries is a priority for Sound Transit. Sound
Transit will control potential risks to water resources through project
planning, design, and the application of required best management
practices. Sound Transit will improve conditions in the watershed by
replacing existing areas of non-native vegetation with native plants.
Sound Transit also will minimize the potential for construction of the
project to interfere with possible future fish habitat restoration projects by
designing and locating project features to avoid Thornton Creek.
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[-344-001

The EIS includes a summary of the geologic hazards that have been
identified in the project areas. The project design will address identified
geologic hazards, including evaluation of erosion potential and slope
stability along the project alignment, in accordance with applicable
building codes. The project design plans will address stability of both the
light rail elevated structure and the steep slope between I-5 and your
property that is affected during construction and after construction. At
this time, site-specific recommendations for prevention of mudslides or
landslides on your property are unavailable, but will be available as the
design progresses into final design. Sound Transit will employ measures
to prevent slope destabilization during construction and operation of the
project. Section 4.9 of the EIS discusses the mitigation for erosion and
sediment control during construction. Section 4.11 discusses impacts to
the geology and soils in the project area. Section 4.7 addresses noise
and vibration impacts, and describes mitigation to address them.

1-344-002

Your concerns about the project's potential impacts on your property are
noted. Sound Transit received Mr. Cameron's alternate plan, and it is
included in this set of comments and responses. The Final EIS
Appendix F, Conceptual Plans, shows the proposed alignment for the
Preferred Alternative. Sound Transit has proposed mitigation outlined in
the Final EIS and mitigation commitments listed in Appendix N to
address project impacts, with the intention of avoiding and minimizing
impacts on adjacent land uses.
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[-345-001

Thank you for your detailed comments on the environmental justice,
pertinent regulation, and your own personal experience associated with
the Saint Paul Central Corridor Light Rail Project. Following the Draft
EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit to develop a
Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the church. The Final
EIS describes the additional engineering Sound Transit undertook to
realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential displacement of the
church. As a result, none of the Segment A alternatives evaluated in the
Final EIS would displace the church or the church hall. With the
realigned street, access to the property has been maintained, although a
portion of land on the church property would be acquired for the
Preferred Alternative and other at-grade alternatives. Elevated
alternatives would also require a portion of the church property.

Sound Transit communicated with representatives from the Latvian
Evangelical Lutheran Church prior to the release of the Draft EIS; see
Appendix L of the EIS, which lists all the project's outreach activities.
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[-345-002

The analysis of traffic conditions presented in Chapter 3 compare future
traffic conditions for 2035 for the No Build Alternative (without extension
of the light rail system) and the light rail alternatives as people will opt to
ride light rail. Section 3.2 explains that vehicular traffic will increase in
the future, but it will not increase as much under the light rail
alternatives. Completing the HOV lanes on I-5 is part of the evaluation
of alternatives considered in the Draft EIS because such improvements
are not under the purview of Sound Transit. Sound Transit will
coordinate with the transit agencies serving each of the station areas in
the future, but it will be the responsibility of the transit agencies to decide
on the best alternative to improve bus transit connections to

the proposed light rail stations. Light rail stations will included pedestrian
and bicycle facilities; see Section 3.2.5 in the Final EIS. Chapter 3
discusses bus integration in Section 3.1.2.

Regarding tunneling, the topography in the project corridor lacks major
changes that would point to a tunnel configuration as the most practical
or cost-effective design approach. Sound Transit's alignment policy,
described in Chapter 2, reserves tunneling as an alternative only when
topographic, density, lack of available right-of-way, or environmental
concerns mark other options inappropriate.

It is true that the Lynnwood Link Extension Project would remove multi-
family housing and impact some wetlands. Sound Transit has attempted
to minimize these types of impacts to the extent possible while designing
the project to address the project Purpose and Need.

The extensive traffic modeling conducted at this initial phase of the
project examined travel patterns of the work force residing in north
Seattle to make sure that the selected project corridor would best serve
the travel needs of workers. A map of the travel patterns of the north
Seattle to Lynnwood laborshed is not included in the EIS, but the
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Lynnwood Link Extension
2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses

analysis conducted closely examined available data to make sure the
selected light rail transit corridor would best serve the metropolitan area.

Prior to starting the EIS analysis, Sound Transit performed an extensive
Alternatives Analysis, which considered several routes and transit
concepts. The Alternatives Analysis is located on the Lynnwood Link
Extension Project website, within the document archive. Chapter 6 of
the Final EIS describes the public outreach encompassing the
Alternatives Analysis and continuing through the EIS process.

[-345-003

Your comments are noted. As mentioned in the response to comment I-
345-001, the Latvian Church will not be displaced by the Lynnwood Link
Extension because Sound Transit was able to redesign the access to
that property.

Note: A duplicate set of comments was received as part of the email and
is not reproduced here but is retained in the project files.
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[-346-001

Your preference for a new Alternative C4 that has been recommended to
Sound Transit by the City of Lynnwood is noted. What you refer to as
Alternative C4 is similar to a modified Alternative C3, which is the
Preferred Alternative. Chapter 2 of the Final EIS provides a description
of the Preferred Alternative.
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[-347-001

The Preferred Alternative evaluated in the Final EIS minimizes impacts
to Scriber Creek Park and wetlands, businesses, and residents. Section
4.1 of the Final EIS discusses the project's property impacts for each
alternative, Section 4.8 for wetland impacts, and Section 4.17 for parks
impacts.

[-347-002

All Sound Transit facilities are designed to meet the requirements of the
American with Disabilities Act (ADA). Paratransit load/unload locations
will be reviewed during final design to minimize travel distance for
persons with disabilities.

[-347-003

The comment names a proposal that was not part of the EIS or part of
later suggestions by the City of Lynnwood. Sound Transit has developed
a modified Alternative C3 as the Preferred Alternative.
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[-348-001

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit
to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the
church. The Final EIS describes the results of additional engineering
Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the
potential displacement of the church. As a result, none of the Segment
A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or
the church hall. With the realigned street, access to the property has
been maintained, although a portion of land on the edge of the church
property would be acquired for the Preferred Alternative. Sound Transit
will also maintain access to the church and center during construction.
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[-349-001

Bicycle facilities, including bicycle parking, will be included at light rail
stations and on the trains. The project will include ADA-compliant
pedestrian facilities that front the station areas and roadways that are
reconstructed as part of the project.
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[-350-001

The Preferred Alternative moves the on-ramp to the north, which you
indicate would be your preference. See Appendix F, Conceptual Plans,
of the Final EIS. Section 4.1 and Appendix I-4.2 discuss the project's
property impacts.

Lynnwood Link Extension
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[-351-001

Please see the Final EIS Appendix F, Conceptual Plans, for specific
details on the NE 145th Street Station. The ingress and egress to the
parking garage will not be located on NE 148th Street.

Station parking facility sizing balances the need for parking supply with
other good multi-modal connections in order to serve the needs of the
region as well as local communities. Sound Transit promotes multi-
modal access to their stations by including pedestrian and bicycle
facilities, including bicycle parking, and by integrating bus and
paratransit.

[-351-002

For construction, the local construction noise ordinance will be
applicable, and Sound Transit is committed to maintaining construction
noise levels within the criteria. Sound Transit would work with residents
and businesses to minimize construction noise impacts.

For nighttime construction, some aspects of which could be needed due
to the heavy volumes of traffic on I-5 and other arterial roads, a noise
variance would be required from each of the cities where construction
would be performed. During that time, Sound Transit will work with the
local jurisdiction to arrive at construction specifications that minimize
construction-related impacts to nearby communities. However, this
would likely affect trucking or hauling activities, rather than the on-site
work needed to build a garage or the station.
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[-352-001
Your comments stating your support for a light rail transit station to be
located at NE 145th Street is noted.
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[-353-001

Your preference for Alternative Al is noted. The Preferred Alternative
for this project includes Alternative A1 with modifications. The Preferred
Alternative at your location would have a wall between the tracks and
residences. See Figure G-13 in Appendix G of the Final EIS for an
example.
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[-354-001

Your comments about the importance of the Latvian Church and
community center to you is acknowledged. Following the Draft EIS, the
Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit to develop a Preferred
Alternative that would avoid displacing the church. The Final EIS
describes the additional engineering Sound Transit undertook to realign
3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential displacement of the church. As a
result, none of the Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS
would displace the church or the church hall.
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[-355-001

Your desired improvements for the NE 185th Street Station are noted.
Many of the items listed are included in the current design such as, at-
grade, parking garage on the west side of I-5 and bicycle parking. See
Appendix F for the current design of this station.

[-355-002

Your comments about to the proposed light rail transit stations at NE
130th, NE 145th, and NE 155th Streets are noted. Your preference for
the NE 145th Street Station Option 1 is noted. The station design at NE
145th Street for the Preferred Alternative has been revised since the
Draft EIS; see Appendix F of the Final EIS for the current design.

The current design has the entrance/exit for the parking garage on 5th
Avenue NE, not NE 148th Street. Also, the kiss and ride area is not
located right off of 5th Avenue NE.

As your comment suggests, there are trade-offs and pros and cons at
each of these locations. Station analysis indicates that ridership will be
similar regardless of the station locations; see Section 3.2.2 of the Final
EIS.
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[-356-001

Thank you for your personal comments describing the cultural
importance of the Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church to you, the
region’s Latvian community, and the larger Baltic community. Following
the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the
church. The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound
Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential
displacement of the church. As a result, none of the Segment A
alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the
church hall.
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[-357-001

Thank you for expressing the importance of the Latvian Center to you
and the Latvian community. Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit
Board directed Sound Transit to develop a Preferred Alternative that
would avoid displacing the church. The Final EIS describes the
additional engineering Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue
NE and avoid the potential displacement of the church. As a result, none
of the Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace
the church or the church hall.
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[-358-001

Station parking facility sizing balances the need for parking supply with
other good multi-modal connections in order to serve the needs of the
region as well as local communities. Sound Transit promotes multi-
modal access to their stations by including pedestrian and bicycle
facilities, including bicycle parking, and by integrating bus and
paratransit.
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[-359-001
Thank you for your comment stating your overall support of the
Lynnwood Link Extension project and your particular support for the A5,

A7, A10, and Al1l alternatives.
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[-360-001

Please see Chapter 2, Sections 2.6.1 and 2.6.2, for a discussion of

the environmental, transportation, land use, and other factors that led to
alternatives along I-5. As Section 4.1 of the EIS explains, using I-5 right-
of-way reduces the amount of private property acquisitions.

Station parking facility sizing balances the need for parking supply with
other good multi-modal connections in order to serve the needs of the
region as well as local communities. Sound Transit promotes multi-
modal access to their stations by including pedestrian and bicycle
facilities, including bicycle parking, and by integrating bus and
paratransit.

Sound Transit's transit-oriented development policies support such
development around its stations, with Sound Transit working in
partnership with local jurisdictions and potential developers. However,
local jurisdictions control the land use decisions that ultimately determine
what kinds of development can occur.

[-360-002

Agencies often do not have a Preferred Alternative identified during the
Draft EIS evaluation stage because the Draft EIS is the first time all the
potential impacts of a project are presented to the public and decision
makers. The Preferred Alternative is identified in the Final EIS.

[-360-003

Your comments about the Lynnwood Link Extension are noted. Chapter
6 of the Draft EIS provides an overview of the public outreach activities
and methods for this project.
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[-361-001

Thank you for your comments describing the cultural importance of the
Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church to you and the Latvian community.
Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit
to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the
church. The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound
Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential
displacement of the church. As a result, none of the Segment A
alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the
church hall.
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[-362-001

Your comments about the NE 185th Street Station design are noted.
Appendix F, Conceptual Plans, contains Sound Transit's current design
for that station.

The light rail stations will have pedestrian, bicycle, and transit facilities to
support and encourage multi-modal access. The project will construct
ADA-compliant pedestrian facilities fronting the station areas and along
roadways that are reconstructed for the project.

Design elements of the station and parking garage will consider the
context in which the light rail facility is located. However, the final design
of the station will focus on providing the necessary features of a light rail
station.

Station parking facility sizing balances the need for parking supply with
other good multi-modal connections in order to serve the needs of the
region as well as local communities. Sound Transit promotes multi-
modal access to their stations by including pedestrian and bicycle
facilities, including bicycle parking, and by integrating bus and
paratransit.
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[-362-002

Sound Transit will preserve as many mature trees as possible, and
replant disturbed areas. The incorporation of green roofs could be
incorporated in the design, but that decision would be made during final
design.

Sound Transit requires all projects to consider low-impact development
(LID) methods, such as permeable pavement, as a first choice for
stormwater treatment (Design Criteria Manual, July 2012). Sound Transit
will evaluate the feasibility of permeable pavement throughout the project
area.
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[-363-001

Thank you for your comments describing the importance of the Latvian
Center to you. Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed
Sound Transit to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid
displacing the church. The Final EIS describes the additional
engineering Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and
avoid the potential displacement of the church. As a result, none of the
Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the
church or the church hall.
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[-364-001

Thank you for your comments describing the importance of the Latvian
Center to you and the Latvian community. Following the Draft EIS, the
Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit to develop a Preferred
Alternative that would avoid displacing the church. The Final EIS
describes the additional engineering Sound Transit undertook to realign
3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential displacement of the church. As a
result, none of the Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS
would displace the church or the church hall. With the realigned street,
access to the property has been maintained during construction and
operation of the project.
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[-365-001

Thank you for your comments describing the history of the Latvian
community in the US and in Seattle, and the Latvian Center's importance
to the community. Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board
directed Sound Transit to develop a Preferred Alternative that would
avoid displacing the church. The Final EIS describes the additional
engineering Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and
avoid the potential displacement of the church. As a result, none of the
Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the
church or the church hall. With the realigned street, access to the
property has been maintained during construction and operation of the
project.
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[-366-001

Thank you for your comments describing the importance of the Latvian
Community Center to you. Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit
Board directed Sound Transit to develop a Preferred Alternative that
would avoid displacing the church. The Final EIS describes the
additional engineering Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue
NE and avoid the potential displacement of the church. As a result, none
of the Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace
the church or the church hall.
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[-367-001

Your comments about the Segment C alternatives are noted. The
Preferred Alternative evaluated in the Final EIS includes a modified
Alternative C3. This alternative minimizes Scriber Creek Park and
wetland impacts, and realigns the guideway and station to better connect
with the Lynnwood Transit Center.
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[-367-002

The current design for the station and garage at the Lynnwood Transit
Center for the Preferred Alternative includes some of your suggestions:
the garage is located to the east of 46th Avenue West, and the station
would connect to it. The Preferred Alternative would result in
approximately 530 more spaces than there are today.
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[-367-003

Your comments about the potential economic impact of the project on
property values are noted. See Section 4.3.4 of the Final EIS for a
discussion of this topic.

[-367-004

Station parking facility sizing and design is balanced with the need for
good multi-modal connections in order to serve the needs of the region
as well as local communities.

As with all its light rail and parking facilities, Sound Transit will design the
Mountlake Terrace Transit Center Station and parking facility to fit well
within the community, and to effectively provide access. The Preferred
Alternative would not add more parking spaces, but the Final EIS
includes options at the Mountlake Terrace and the Lynnwood Transit
Center that would increase the overall total compared to the Draft EIS
alternatives. Section 3.2.7 of the Final EIS discusses the proposed
parking facilities.

Lynnwood Link Extension Page 831
2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses



Lynnwood Link Extension Page 832
2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses



Lynnwood Link Extension Page 833
2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses



[-368-001

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit
to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the
church. The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound
Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential
displacement of the church. As a result, none of the Segment A
alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the
church hall.
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[-369-001

Your comment stating your preference for Alternative C3 is noted. The
Preferred Alternative in the Final EIS is a modified Alternative C3, with a
parking garage east of 46th Avenue West. See Appendix F, Conceptual
Plans, for the current design drawings.
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[-369-002
The Preferred Alternative includes a parking garage located on the east
side of 46th Avenue West.

[-369-003
Your comment about minimizing nuisance effects by utilizing the I-5
corridor is noted.
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[-370-001

Thank you for your comments describing the importance of the Latvian
Community Center to the Latvian Community. Following the Draft EIS,
the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit to develop a Preferred
Alternative that would avoid displacing the church. The Final EIS
describes the results of additional engineering Sound Transit undertook
to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential displacement of the
church. As a result, none of the Segment A alternatives evaluated in the
Final EIS would displace the church or the church hall. With the
realigned street, access to the property has been maintained.
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[-371-001

Thank you for your comments about the importance of the Latvian
Community Center to you, and the larger Latvian and Baltic communities
in Seattle. Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed
Sound Transit to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid
displacing the church. The Final EIS describes the results of additional
engineering Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and
avoid the potential displacement of the church. As a result, none of the
Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the
church or the church hall.
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[-372-001

Thank you for your comment describing the importance of the Latvian
Community Center and Church to you, and giving a brief history of it.
Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit
to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the
church. The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound
Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential
displacement of the church. As a result, none of the Segment A
alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the
church hall.
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