Lynnwood Link Extension
2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses

[-373-001

Your comments about the purpose of the Lynnwood Link Extension are
acknowledged. The proposed levels of parking are part of a balanced
approach to provide access to the light rail line, allowing patrons to arrive
by bus, walking, biking, or by car. Sound Transit supports and
encourages transit-oriented development around its stations and the
integration of its stations into the surrounding community. The purpose
of this project is to expand Link light rail from Northgate north into
Shoreline, Mountlake Terrace, and Lynnwood; see Chapter 2 for the
project's Purpose and Need Statement. See Section 4.5.2 of Final EIS
for practices Sound Transit uses to help integrate the stations into the
community. As described in Section 4.2.4 of the Final EIS, in areas
where local jurisdictions have indicated a desire to attract transit oriented
development and have adopted regulations consistent with this, the
Lynnwood Link Extension would support those goals and policies.
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Lynnwood Link Extension
2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses

[-373-002

The Draft EIS Transportation Technical Report includes an inventory of
pedestrian facilities within 1/2-mile of station and bicycle facilities within
1-mile of stations. This inventory is a basis for Sound Transit to work
with local jurisdictions on pedestrian and bicycle enhancements to
improve accessibility and ridership at stations. Sound Transit also
coordinated with local bus operators to develop bus integration plans to
complement the rail project. These provide a basis for future transit
integration work. Section 3.2.5 of the Final EIS discusses the
nonmotorized facilities that will be included in the project. Stations will
have pedestrian and bicycle facilities, including bicycle parking. Stations
will be designed to accommodate pedestrians, bicyclists, and bus riders
as part of a balanced approach to effective access.

[-373-003

Your comments about the SR104 corridor are noted. The purpose of the
Lynnwood Link Extension is to expand the Link light rail system from
Northgate north into Shoreline, Mountlake Terrace, and Lynnwood, while
connecting with other transit systems and infrastructure. The previous
decisions to build the Mountlake Terrace Transit Center at 236th Street
rather than SR 104 recognized that major traffic corridors are not always
the best places to create multimodal centers. Finally, the purpose and
need identifies a major north-south trip market to be served; east-west
trips may benefit and connect, but the line reflects the needs of the
majority of the anticipated trips.

[-373-004

Before the light rail begins operation, Sound Transit will work with the
other transit providers in the project area to revise service plans to
provide improved or new connections to the Lynnwood Link Extension
stations. Sound Transit worked with King County Metro, Community
Transit, and Sound Transit Express to outline representative bus
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operation plans to serve the project to evaluate the effects of potential
service changes for the EIS.

[-373-005

Chapter 3, Transportation, of the EIS discusses these potential issues.
Sound Transit will provide mitigation at intersections with impacts from
light rail that operate below level-of-service standards; see Section 3.6.4.
Potential safety issues are discussed in Section 3.2.8.

[-373-006

The light rail stations will be designed to accommodate bus transit with
bus facilities on-site. Connections to other nearby destinations via local
transit service will be developed through a coordinated planning effort
with partner transit agencies. The Preferred Alternative studied in the
Final EIS assumes that the Mountlake Terrace light rail station will not
displace the existing Mountlake Terrace freeway bus station, but future
use of the existing freeway station would ultimately be decided
separately.
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Lynnwood Link Extension
2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses

[-373-007

Your comments about transit-oriented development (TOD) are noted.
The station area TOD potential was assessed at all potential station
locations and was based on existing conditions. Since the Draft EIS,
changes have occurred at station areas and this information is reflected
in the updated Station Area Transit-Oriented Development Potential
Report, as referred to in the Final EIS. For example, the City of Shoreline
has adopted a subarea plan with transit-compatible zoning near the

NE 185th Street Station and is in the process of developing a similar
plan for the NE 145th Street Station. Lynnwood Transit Center Station
has been modified to provide better future development potential on
privately owned properties within the City’s designated City Center.

Overbuilding of a station or parking garage to provide development
opportunities is a complex issue. As you mentioned, such options are
anticipated in Sound Transit's TOD Policy, and Sound Transit will
consider a joint development project if a number of conditions are met.
Currently, there is no specific proposal for joint development at the
Lynnwood Link Extension stations, but Sound Transit will continue to
investigate possibilities.

The NE 8th Street corridor was not considered for detailed study
because a tunnel concept would not meet Sound Transit's criteria for
equitably selecting alignment types for its system (see Section 2.4). In
addition, NE 8th Street is largely residential, would require sharp turns to
reconnect with other north-south corridors beyond the section described,
and construction period impacts would be very high.
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[-373-008
Your preference for stations at NE 130th and NE 155th Streets is noted.
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[-373-009

Your comment stating your preference for a light rail transit station at
220th Street SW, as included in Alternative B2A, is noted. Sound Transit
also acknowledges your preference for Alternative C1.

[-373-010

Your comments about station planning are noted. For the Lynnwood
Link Extension, Sound Transit is designing the stations to accommodate
pedestrians, bicyclists, bus transit riders and vehicles, as the station site
allows. Note that the NE 130th Street stations would have limited or no
parking due to site constraints. Each station is designed with its site
location in mind.
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[-373-011

Your comments regarding the location of station parking along the
Lynnwood Link Extension are noted. Sound Transit currently plans to
include parking at all the Preferred Alternative stations; see Chapter 2 of
the Final EIS.
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Lynnwood Link Extension
2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses

[-373-012

Your comments in support of the NE 130th Street Station and on its
design are noted. Alternatives that include the NE 130th Street Station
may draw some demand away from Northgate. Such a configuration
adds travel time and delay to riders from north of that point. With the
station locations, Sound Transit attempted to achieve many objectives,
one of which is to balance the need to provide regional high capacity,
high speed travel and local access. Although it does not include a station
at NE 130th Street, the Preferred Alternative has an option to consider a
130th Street Station.

The suggested design option to shift the station was explored, but it
would have more operational, construction, and cost impacts upstream
and downstream of NE 130th Street.

[-373-013

Your comments regarding the NE 145th Street Station are noted.
Section 3.2.4 of the Final EIS discusses traffic operations at that
location. Your suggestion for shifting the station south to span NE 145th
Street was not advanced because it increased constructability risks
without improving access or operations, as the area to the south has no
populated adjacent areas.
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[-373-014

The transit ramps at 145th are anticipated to be decommissioned as part
of this project. A pedestrian and bicycle connection from NE 145th
Street to the station will be provided.

[-373-015

Overbuilding of a station or parking garage to provide development
opportunities is a complex issue. As you mentioned, it is included in
Sound Transit’s TOD Policy, and Sound Transit will consider a joint
development project if a number of conditions are met. Currently, there is
no plan for joint development at the Lynnwood Link Extension stations,
but Sound Transit will continue to investigate possibilities in coordination
with local jurisdictions and other agencies.

1-373-016
Your comments about the NE 155th Street Station are noted. It is not
included in the Final EIS Preferred Alternative.

Section 4.14 addresses possible impacts of a station at NE 155th Street
on the operations of the fire station. If selected as the alternative to be
built, Sound Transit would work closely with the Fire Department to
resolve potential conflicts with bus and vebhicle traffic to maintain
emergency response times during the construction period and operation
of light rail.

See response to 1-373-07 above.
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[-373-017

Your design strategies for the NE 185th Street Station are noted.
Appendix F of the Final EIS contains current design drawings for this
station, as well as the others proposed for the Preferred Alternative. The
design of this station has been modified since the Draft EIS, including
transit ingress and egress on NE 185th Street and relocated infiltration
ponds. Parking at this station is proposed in a new garage on the west
side of I-5 under the Preferred Alternative. The suggestion to shift the
station south was not advanced because it would increase construction
impacts without improving access or operations.

Please see response to | -373-07.
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Lynnwood Link Extension
2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses

[-373-018

The Preferred Alternative evaluated in the Final EIS locates the light rail
station over 236th Street SW. The freeway flyer stop is currently
connected by a pedestrian walkway to the existing Mountlake Terrace
Transit Center parking garage. This connection would remain, and a
new one would not be built.

All alternatives except Alternative B4 would allow the freeway station to
be used longer term, although the long term use depends on transit-
integration decisions yet to be made by the transit operators (Community
Transit, Sound Transit, and Metro) currently serving the station.

Please see response to comment 1-373-007 regarding TOD.

[-373-019
Alternative options to provide for a future station at 220th Street SW are
considered in the Final EIS.

Page 854



1-373-020
Please refer to 1-373-007.

[-373-021
If built, parking is proposed at the 220th Street SW Station.

[-373-022

Your preference for Alternative C1, and your design suggestions for the
transit center are noted. Alternative C1 is not included in the Final EIS
Preferred Alternative. See Appendix F for the current design proposed
for this station with the Preferred Alternative. Please refer to the
response to 1-373-007.

Thank you for your summary of preferences for the Lynnwood Link
Extension.
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[-373-023
Thank you for your comments and concerns. Sound Transit appreciates
your time and input in the public process.

Sound Transit refined the project design for the Preferred Alternative in
the Final EIS; see Appendix F for conceptual designs.
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[-374-001

Thank you for your comments describing the cultural importance of the
Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church to you, the region’s Latvian
community, and the larger Baltic community. Following the Draft EIS,
the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit to develop a Preferred
Alternative that would avoid displacing the church. The Final EIS
describes the results of additional engineering Sound Transit undertook
to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential displacement of the
church. As a result, none of the Segment A alternatives evaluated in the
Final EIS would displace the church or the church hall.
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Lynnwood Link Extension
2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses

[-375-001

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit
to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the
church. The Final EIS describes the results of additional engineering
Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the
potential displacement of the church. As a result, none of the Segment
A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or
the church hall. With the realigned street, access to the property has
been maintained, although a portion of land on the edge of the church
property would be acquired for the Preferred Alternative and other at-
grade alternatives. Elevated alternatives would also require a portion of
the church property.

Several sections in the Final EIS have been updated to address these
changes: Section 2.5.1 describing the refined alternatives for Segment
A; Section 4.1 describing the acquisition impacts; Section 4.4 describing
impacts to community facilities and neighborhoods. In addition, Appendix
F presents revised conceptual engineering plans for the refined Segment
A alternatives; Appendix I-4.1 contains detailed maps and tables
concerning acquisition, displacement, and relocation requirements for
each Segment A alternative, and Appendix G has visual simulations.

As noted in Section 4.1, any acquisition of property, including portions of
a property, would require fair compensation to the property owner in

accordance with Sound Transit policy and federal and state law.

The EIS discusses noise and vibration impacts in Section 4.7, visual and
aesthetic impacts in Section 4.5, and safety in Section 4.14.
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[-376-001
Thank you for describing the importance of the Latvian Evangelical
Lutheran Church to you and your family.

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit
to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the
church. The Final EIS describes the results of additional engineering
Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the
potential displacement of the church. As a result, none of the Segment
A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or
the church hall.
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Lynnwood Link Extension
2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses

[-377-001
We reviewed the maps showing noise and vibration impacts to make
sure they show the correct parcels with impacts.

[-377-002

A labeling error occurred which resulted in a portion of Alternative C2 to

be switched with a portion of Alternative C3 during the vibration analysis
(from Civil Station 522+00 to the north end of the alignment). This error

had no effect on the conclusion that vibration mitigation was not required
for receivers along that segment of the alignment. The correct distances
are used for all receivers in the Final EIS and the correct vibration levels
are reported.

[-377-003

Your concerns about visual impacts related to the elevated guideway are
noted. Sound Transit will mitigate impacts to parks and wetlands, but if
mature trees must be removed, it will take time for the replanted trees to
grow in. It is this potential impact that the text in the Summary is
acknowledging. Modified Alternative C3 is the Preferred Alternative in
the Final EIS, which avoids impacts to Scriber Creek Park and reduces
wetland impacts compared to some other alternatives.

[-377-004

Your comments regarding the importance of wetlands are noted. Sound
Transit’s policy [Executive Order No. 1, Establishing a Sustainability
Initiative for Sound Transit (2007)] on ecosystem mitigation is to avoid
impacts on environmentally sensitive resources to the maximum extent
practicable and to provide adequate mitigation to ensure no net loss of
ecosystem function and acreage as a result of agency projects.

[-377-005
Your preference for modified Alternative C3 is noted.
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[-378-001
Thank you for describing the importance of the Latvian Church and
community center to you and your family.

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit
to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the
church. The Final EIS describes the results of additional engineering
Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the
potential displacement of the church. As a result, none of the Segment
A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or
the church hall. With the realigned street, access to the property has
been maintained, although a portion of land on the edge of the church
property would be acquired for the Preferred Alternative and other at-
grade alternatives. Elevated alternatives would also require a portion of
the church property as shown in Appendix F of the Draft and Final EIS.

Several sections in the Final EIS have been updated to address these
changes: Section 2.5.1 describing the refined alternatives for Segment
A; Section 4.1 describing the acquisition impacts; Section 4.4 describing
impacts to community facilities and neighborhoods. In addition, Appendix
F presents revised conceptual engineering plans for the refined Segment
A alternatives; Appendix I-4.1 contains detailed maps and tables
concerning acquisition, displacement, and relocation requirements for
each Segment A alternative, and Appendix G has visual simulations.

As noted in Section 4.1, any acquisition of property, including portions of
a property, would require fair compensation to the property owner in
accordance with Sound Transit policy and federal and state law.

[-378-002

The noise analysis for the Lynnwood Link uses the FTA impact criteria
and Sound Transit mitigates noise impacts to levels below these criteria.
Potential mitigation measures for noise impacts are described in Section
4.7.7 of the Final EIS.
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Draft EIS at-grade alternatives did not provide noise mitigation as the
facility was assumed to be displaced. The Noise and Vibration Technical
Report for the Draft EIS did include noise impacts and mitigation specific
to the church. The Final EIS addresses noise impacts and mitigation for
the church in the Noise and Vibration Technical Report. Attachment F
shows the location of noise walls by alternative.

[-378-003

As mentioned in the response to comment 1-378-001 above, the project
will no longer displace the church or remove its access. Noise impacts
were evaluated in the EIS in Section 4.7 and in the Noise and Vibration
Technical Report.

As noted in Section 4.1, any acquisition of property, including portions of
a property, would require fair compensation to the property owner in
accordance with Sound Transit policy and federal and state law.

[-378-004

Thank you for your comments describing the cultural importance of the
Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church, and for providing a history of how
it came to be in its current location. As mentioned in the response to I-
378-001, none of the Segment A alternatives avoid displace the church.

The church's importance to the community is noted in Chapter 7.
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[-379-001
Thank you for your comment. Sound Transit's Lynnwood Link Extension
Project will not take away your center. Santa will be able to find you

there for many years to come.
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[-380-001

Thank you for describing the cultural importance of the Latvian
Evangelical Lutheran Church and community center to you and the
Latvian community.

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit
to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the
church. The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound
Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential
displacement of the church. As a result, none of the Segment A
alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the
church hall.
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[-381-001

Thank you for describing the importance of the Latvian Evangelical
Lutheran Church and the Latvian Center to you and the Latvian
community.

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit
to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the
church. The Final EIS describes the results of additional engineering
Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the
potential displacement of the church. As a result, none of the Segment
A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or
the church hall.
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[-382-001
Your preference for the Alternative C1 is noted.

The Link Operations and Maintenance Satellite Facility is a separate
project proposed by Sound Transit and is not part of the Lynnwood Link
Extension project. See Section 2.9 in the Final EIS for additional
information about this facility. Sound Transit prepared a Draft EIS for this
project, which can be found on Sound Transit's website:
www.soundtransit.org.
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I-383-001

Summer 2013

B Draft EIS Comment Form

Submit your comments by September 23, 2013
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Sound Transit wants to hear from you. Comments can be about anything related to the project, ranging from
giving an opinion or observation to discussing technical aspects of the environmental analysis. The extended

public comment period ends September 23, 2013. All comments received or postmarked by this date will be
responded to in the Final EIS.
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[-383-001
Thank you for describing how you and the local Lithuanian community
use the Latvian Center.

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit
to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the
church. The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound
Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential
displacement of the church. As a result, none of the Segment A
alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the
church hall.

Construction impacts will be mitigated as described in the applicable EIS

sections: 4.6 for air quality and 4.7 for noise and vibration for example.
The Center's access will be maintained during construction.
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[-384-001

Thank you for describing the importance of the Latvian Center to you
and the Baltic communities, and for providing some history about the
center.

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit
to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the
church. The Final EIS describes the results of additional engineering
Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the
potential displacement of the church. As a result, none of the Segment
A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or
the church hall. With the realigned street, access to the property has
been maintained, although a portion of land on the edge of the church
property would be acquired for the Preferred Alternative and other at-
grade alternatives. Elevated alternatives would also require a portion of
the church property.

Several sections in the Final EIS have been updated to address these
changes: Section 2.5.1 describing the refined alternatives for Segment
A; Section 4.1 describing the acquisition impacts; Section 4.4 describing
impacts to community facilities and neighborhoods. In addition, Appendix
F presents revised conceptual engineering plans for the refined Segment
A alternatives; Appendix I-4.1 contains detailed maps and tables
concerning acquisition, displacement, and relocation requirements for
each Segment A alternative, and Appendix G has visual simulations.

As noted in Section 4.1, any acquisition of property, including portions of
a property, would require fair compensation to the property owner in
accordance with Sound Transit policy and federal and state law.
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[-385-001

Sound Transit has received this copy of your letter written to the City of
Lynnwood City Council and Mayor, which asks for their leadership in
recommending to the Sound Transit Board the project alternative that
best serves the city of Lynnwood's natural environment, residents, and
businesses.

The Preferred Alternative is a modified Alternative C3. If another
alternative is selected requiring acquisition of property funded by the
Conservation Futures Program, Sound Transit will work with the City of
Lynnwood and Snohomish County to address the requirements of
existing agreements.
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[-386-001

The Lynnwood Link Extension will comply with all federal, state, and
local environmental laws and regulations to avoid and minimize impacts
on ecosystems resources, as discussed in Section 4.8 of the EIS. Also,
as noted in Section 4.8, the study area for ecosystems was defined as
the area within 200 feet of the project alternatives and features to
capture potential impacts on regulatory buffers for wetlands and water
bodies.

Table 4.2-2 identifies the estimated acreage of land permanently
converted to a transportation use; in some cases, a larger parcel could
be impacted and its use displaced, but not all of that parcel would be
likely to remain as a transportation use.
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[-387-001

Thank you for your concerns about the impacts to neighborhood
character and cohesion from Alternatives C1 and C2 in Lynnwood.
Section 4.4 addresses neighborhood impacts and Appendix C provides
an Environmental Justice Analysis.

[-387-002
See Sections 4.17 and 4.18, which evaluate impacts to Scriber Creek
Park under the various alternatives.

[-387-003
Thank you for your comment that summarizes the City of Lynnwood's
Resolution 2012-07.
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[-388-001

Thank you for describing the cultural importance of the Latvian
Evangelical Lutheran Church to you, the region’s Latvian community,
and the larger Baltic community.

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit
to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the
church. The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound
Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential
displacement of the church. As a result, none of the Segment A
alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the
church hall.
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[-389-001

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit
to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the
church. The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound
Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential
displacement of the church. As a result, none of the Segment A
alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the
church hall.
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[-390-001

Thank you for your input regarding bringing bikes aboard light rail
vehicles. While the amount of storage on board Sounder trains is not
within the scope of this project, providing adequate access for bicyclists
to get their bikes to the train is considered and provided for in the station
design. Stations will include bicycle parking. The inclusion of bike gutters
is a final design decision, so whether stations will include them is
unknown at this time.
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