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I-391-001

Thank you for describing the importance of the Latvian Center to you.

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound

Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential

displacement of the church. As a result, none of the Segment A

alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the

church hall.

Project noise impacts are evaluated in Section 4.7 of the Final EIS. At

the location of the church, there would be a wall separating the light rail

from the church property. See Figure G-17 in Appendix G, Visual

Simulations and Illustrations.
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I-392-001

Thank you for your comments describing the cultural importance of the

Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church to you and the Latvian community.

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound

Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential

displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment A

alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the

church hall.  
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I-393-001

Thank you for describing the importance of the Latvian Center to the

Lithuanian-American community.  Following the Draft EIS, the Sound

Transit Board directed Sound Transit to develop a Preferred Alternative

that would avoid displacing the church.  The Final EIS describes the

additional engineering Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue

NE and avoid the potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none

of the Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace

the church or the church hall.  With the realigned street, access to the

property has been maintained, although a portion of land on the church

property would be acquired for the Preferred Alternative and other at-

grade alternatives.  Elevated alternatives would also require a portion of

the church property.   

Sound Transit will use mitigation measures to avoid or minimize

construction impacts on nearby properties.
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I-394-001

Thank you for describing the importance of the Latvian Community

Center to you.

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church. The Final EIS describes the results of additional engineering

Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the

potential displacement of the church. As a result, none of the Segment A

alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the

church hall. 

The noise analysis for the Lynnwood Link uses the FTA impact criteria

and Sound Transit mitigates noise impacts to levels below this criteria.

Sound Transit's policy is to mitigate moderate or severe impacts.

Potential mitigation measures for noise are described in Section 4.7.7 of

the Final EIS.

Noise walls are planned for all alternatives in this area, either at-grade or

elevated, as mitigation for the light rail impacts. In addition, any existing

WSDOT noise walls removed as part of the project will be replaced.
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I-395-001

Your comments regarding the impacts of Alternatives C1 and C2 on the

community are noted. The Draft and Final EIS discuss in detail the

potential impacts to neighborhoods in Section 4.4, Ecosystem

Resources in Section 4.8, Parks in Section 4.17, and Environmental

Justice in Appendix C. The Final EIS evaluates a modified Alternative C3

as the Preferred Alternative.
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I-396-001

Thank you for describing the importance of the Latvian Lutheran Church

to you.

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the results of additional engineering

Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the

potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment

A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or

the church hall. 
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I-397-001

Thank you for describing the importance of the Latvian Community

Center to the Lithuanian community.

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church. The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound

Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential

displacement of the church. As a result, none of the Segment A

alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the

church hall.

Access to the church and church hall will be maintained during

construction of the Lynnwood Link Extension.
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I-398-001

Thank you for describing the importance of the Latvian Hall to the local

Baltic communities.

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the results of additional engineering

Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the

potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment

A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or

the church hall.  
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I-399-001

Your comments voicing concern about the NE 145th Street Station

location are noted. Sound Transit will mitigate traffic impacts caused by

the project at NE 145th Street; however, building additional I-5 ramps

to/from NE 130th and NE 155th Streets is outside the scope of this

project. Sound Transit is currently coordinating with both the City of

Shoreline and WSDOT on potential improvements in the NE 145th

Street/I-5 interchange area.

 

Lynnwood Link Extension

2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses



Page 891

I-399-002

Your comments in favor of the NE 130th Street and NE 155th Street

Station locations are noted. Although the Preferred Alternative in the

Final EIS does not include these station locations, Sound Transit did

continue to evaluate them in the Final EIS.

Chapter 3 evaluates potential impacts, identifies mitigation measures,

discusses bike and pedestrian improvements in the station area, and

ridership. 
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I-400-001

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the results of additional engineering

Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the

potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment

A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or

the church hall.  
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I-401-001

Thank you for describing the importance of the church to you and the

community, and for discussing its history and activities. Following the

Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit to develop a

Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the church. The Final

EIS describes the additional engineering Sound Transit undertook to

realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential displacement of the

church. As a result, none of the Segment A alternatives evaluated in the

Final EIS would displace the church or the church hall.

Although construction activities will be adjacent to the church, Sound

Transit will work closely with the church to maintain access, minimize

parking loss, and reduce other potential construction disruptions to

ongoing church and center activities. The primary construction in the

area would be ongoing for 1-2 years in the area, but major construction

activities would be shorter duration. For temporary impacts such as truck

traffic, detours, noise, dust, light and glare, Sound Transit proposes best

management practices to avoid and minimize impacts in Sections 3.6,

4.5.7, 4.6.7, and 4.7.7. The construction area would also be fenced to

protect public safety, and the church would have a direct contact at

Sound Transit to discuss any issues of concern. When operations begin,

noise and visual impacts would be minimized by the sound walls

proposed along the guideway.
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I-402-001

Thank you for your personal comments describing the cultural

importance of the Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church to you. Following

the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound

Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential

displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment A

alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the

church hall.  
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I-403-001

Thank you for your personal comments describing the cultural

importance of the Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church to you.

The project includes a noise wall in this area that would mitigate noise

impacts to the church as well as adjacent residences. Please see

Section 4.7.7 for details.

 

I-403-002

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the results of additional engineering

Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the

potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment

A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or

the church hall. 
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I-404-001

Thank you for describing your concerns about potential effects the

Latvian Evangelical Church and for highlighting its importance to the

region’s Baltic community. The Final EIS describes the additional

engineering Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and

avoid the potential displacement of the church. As a result, none of the

Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the

church or the church hall.

Several sections in the environmental document have updated

discussions of potential construction and long-term project impacts as

well as describing mitigation that would allow the church and hall to

continue their activities during and after construction. Section 2.5.1

describes the refined alternatives for Segment A; Section 4.1 describes

the acquisition impacts; Section 4.4 describes impacts to community

facilities and neighborhoods; Sections 4.5 and 4.7 present discussions of

visual and noise impacts respectively, including mitigation measures.
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I-405-001

Thank you for describing the importance of the church and community

center to you and the Seattle Latvian community.  Following the Draft

EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit to develop a

Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the church.  The Final

EIS describes the results of additional engineering Sound Transit

undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential

displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment A

alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the

church hall.  
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I-406-001

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the results of additional engineering

Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the

potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment

A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or

the church hall.  
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I-407-001

Thank you for your comments describing the cultural importance of the

Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church. 

 

I-407-002

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the results of additional engineering

Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the

potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment

A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or

the church hall.  

 

I-407-003

Construction of the light rail guideway in proximity to the Latvian

Evangelical Lutheran Church would take approximately 1 to 2 years, and

mostly occur between 8 am and 6 pm during weekdays with occasional

nighttime and weekend construction.  Near-term construction activities

would included outreach and coordination with the church.  Access to the

church and community center buildings would be maintained before and

during construction, though the access may change somewhat from

existing conditions for short periods.  Visual, air quality, and noise

impacts would be avoided and minimized with the implementation of best

management practices. These would include fencing the construction

area for public safety, spraying the construction area with water to

reduce dust, and use of temporary noise walls.  For additional

information, see Sections 4.5.7, 4.6.7, and 4.7.7, respectively. 

The discussion of potential long-term impacts associated with the refined

Segment A alternatives has been incorporated into the the Final EIS. 

Section 4.5.2 describes visual and aesthetic impacts; Section

4.6.2 outlines impacts to air quality; and Section 4.7.2 presents

anticipated noise and vibration impacts.  Potential mitigation measures
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for unavoidable impacts are listed in the following sections respectively: 

Section 4.5.7, Section 4.6.7, and Section 4.7.7. 

 

I-407-004

Thank you for your comment. Please see the complete response to

Comment I-407-001.
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I-408-001

Thank you for your comment stating your preference for the C3

alternative.
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I-409-001

Sound Transit has been coordinating with the Shoreline School District,

which has expressed an interest in a shared facility. Section 3.2.4 of the

Draft EIS documents the traffic analysis conducted at each of the

potential station locations, including surrounding the NE 185th Street

area. Morning (AM) and evening (PM) peak hour conditions today, and in

the future with and without the stations were analyzed. More detailed

documentation is included in the Transportation Technical Report that

supports the Final EIS.  Chapter 3 identifies the improvements and

mitigation that could be implemented with the various alternatives, all of

which assume parking as part of a multimodal access program.

 

I-409-002

Although Sound Transit has defined a project budget, it is also

committed to mitigating adverse impacts identified in the Final EIS.  The

Preferred Alternative and other alternatives have defined bicycle and

pedestrian improvements in the station area, and the project does not

create safety hazards requiring mitigation.
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I-410-001

Your interest in the median alignment is noted.  We assume that you

mean the Mountlake Terrace Station, and a preference for the station

alternatives at the center, rather than the freeway station.

 

I-410-002

Thank you for the comment.  The Preferred Alternative features a refined

station design that places parking and the station close to the transit

center, which reduces walk distances.  Security costs at the system level

would be generally similar for all alternatives, however.

 

I-410-003

Station parking, facility sizing, and design is balanced between the

demand for parking and the need for good multi-modal connections in

order to serve the needs of the region as well as local communities.

 

I-410-004

Security will be a consideration as the design of the station and parking

area are refined in the Final Design phase of the project.
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I-411-001

Thank you for describing the importance of the church and center to your

family and the Latvian/Baltic community. Following the Draft EIS, the

Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit to develop a Preferred

Alternative that would avoid displacing the church.  The Final EIS

describes the results of additional engineering Sound Transit undertook

to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential displacement of the

church.  As a result, none of the Segment A alternatives evaluated in the

Final EIS would displace the church or the church hall.  
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I-412-001

Thank you for describing the importance of the church and center to your

family and the Latvian/Baltic community. Following the Draft EIS, the

Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit to develop a Preferred

Alternative that would avoid displacing the church.  The Final EIS

describes the results of additional engineering Sound Transit undertook

to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential displacement of the

church.  As a result, none of the Segment A alternatives evaluated in the

Final EIS would displace the church or the church hall.  
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I-413-001

Thank you for describing the importance of the church and center to your

family and the Latvian/Baltic community. Following the Draft EIS, the

Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit to develop a Preferred

Alternative that would avoid displacing the church.  The Final EIS

describes the results of additional engineering Sound Transit undertook

to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential displacement of the

church.  As a result, none of the Segment A alternatives evaluated in the

Final EIS would displace the church or the church hall.  
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I-414-001

Thank you for your concerns about the potential displacement of the

Latvian Evangelical Church. Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit

Board directed Sound Transit to develop a Preferred Alternative that

would avoid displacing the church.  The Final EIS describes the

additional engineering Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue

NE and avoid the potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none

of the Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace

the church or the church hall.  The Preferred Alternative realigns the

access road, which would also provide the opportunity to maintain

adequate parking supply. 

 

I-414-002

The potential for this approach was reviewed during early planning

described in Chapter 2 of the Draft EIS.  I-5 lacks the available median in

this section of the freeway to accommodate light rail and construction

impacts would be higher; relocating lanes would also be more impacting

than the currently proposed alternatives.  This is consistent with the

review of potential alignments described in Chapter 2 and it reflects the

results of the compatibility report developed in collaboration with

WSDOT.  The elevated alternatives require a similar amount of land on

the west side of the church parcel, but they would not need to realign the

road.

 

I-414-003

Sound Transit will continue to involve the church and the community as

design for the project progresses.

 

I-414-004

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  
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I-415-001

Thank you for describing the importance of the church and center to the

Latvian/Baltic community. Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit

Board directed Sound Transit to develop a Preferred Alternative that

would avoid displacing the church.  The Final EIS describes the

additional engineering Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue

NE and avoid the potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none

of the Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace

the church or the church hall.  
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I-416-001

Thank you for your support of the B2 or B2A alternative. A station

located on the east side of I-5 adjacent to the Mountlake Terrace Transit

Center is the Preferred Alternative.  Section 4.2 continues to show the

transit center station as having higher TOD potential than the freeway

station.  The Final EIS evaluates a 220th Street SW Station as an option

to the Preferred Alternative.
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I-417-001

Thanks for describing the importance of the church and center to the

Latvian/Baltic communities. Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit

Board directed Sound Transit to develop a Preferred Alternative that

would avoid displacing the church.  The Final EIS describes the

additional engineering Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue

NE and avoid the potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none

of the Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace

the church or the church hall. Access to the church and community

center will be maintained during project construction.  

 

Lynnwood Link Extension

2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses



Page 916

I-418-001

Thank you for describing the importance of the church and center to the

Latvian/Baltic communities. Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit

Board directed Sound Transit to develop a Preferred Alternative that

would avoid displacing the church.  The Final EIS describes the results

of additional engineering Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue

NE and avoid the potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none

of the Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace

the church or the church hall.  Access to the church and church hall will

also be maintained during construction.
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I-419-001

Thank you for describing the importance of the church and center to the

Latvian/Baltic communities. Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit

Board directed Sound Transit to develop a Preferred Alternative that

would avoid displacing the church.  The Final EIS describes the results

of additional engineering Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue

NE and avoid the potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none

of the Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace

the church or the church hall.  
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I-420-001

Thank you for your comment stating your preference for the B2A

alternative with the Mountlake Terrace Transit Station and 220th Street

SW optional station.  The Preferred Alternative is based on Alternative

B2, but has an option for a 220th Street SW Station.
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I-421-001

Thank you for describing the importance of the church and center to the

Latvian/Baltic communities. Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit

Board directed Sound Transit to develop a Preferred Alternative that

would avoid displacing the church.  The Final EIS describes the results

of additional engineering Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue

NE and avoid the potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none

of the Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace

the church or the church hall.  
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I-422-001

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the results of additional engineering

Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the

potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment

A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or

the church hall.  

 

Lynnwood Link Extension

2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses



Page 921

I-423-001

Thank you for describing the importance of the church and center to you

and the Latvian/Baltic communities. Following the Draft EIS, the Sound

Transit Board directed Sound Transit to develop a Preferred Alternative

that would avoid displacing the church.  The Final EIS describes the

results of additional engineering Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd

Avenue NE and avoid the potential displacement of the church.  As a

result, none of the Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS

would displace the church or the church hall.  
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I-424-001

Thank you for your comment stating your overall support for the

Lynnwood Link Extension project and a preference for a light rail station

at NE 185th Street.  No transit station is being proposed at NE 175th

Street.  Please see Section 2.5.1 for a description of the alternatives and

especially look at Table 2-1a. A station at NE 175th Street was

previously considered, as described in Table 2-3.

 

I-424-002

Thank you for your perspective on regional transit service. The merging

of transit agencies is not within the scope of this study; however, Sound

Transit will work with King County Metro and Community Transit to

develop/refine transit integration and detail service plans as this project

progresses.
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I-425-001

Your support for a 130th Street Station is noted. However, Sound Transit

anticipates the Northgate and the NE 145th Street Stations would also

be accessible to transit connecting to Bitter Lake, and Lake City hub

urban villages, based on initial planning for transit integration between

Sound Transit and King County Metro. The 130th Street Station is

included as an option being considered in the Final EIS for the Preferred

Alternative.
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I-426-001

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the results of additional engineering

Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the

potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment

A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or

the church hall.  A portion of land on the edge of the church property

would still be acquired for the Preferred Alternative and other at-grade

alternatives and the caretaker's house would need to be relocated.  

 

I-426-002

While elevated options remain under consideration, the Preferred

Alternative is at-grate, but avoids displacing the church.

 

I-426-003

The noise analysis for the Lynnwood Link uses the FTA impact criteria

and Sound Transit mitigates noise impacts to levels below FTA criteria.

Potential mitigation measures for noise are described in Section 4.7.7 of

the Final EIS.

Noise walls are planned for all alternatives in this area, either at-grade or

elevated, as mitigation for the light rail impacts.  In addition, if existing

WSDOT noise walls are removed as part of the project, they will be

replaced.

 

I-426-004

The Preferred Alternative redesigns the access street to the south. 

 

I-426-005

Please see the response to comment I-426-001.  Sound Transit would

provide for the relocation of the caretaker's residence. As noted in
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Section 4.1, any acquisition of property would involve compensation to

the property owner in accordance with the federal Uniform Relocation

Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970; the

Washington State property acquisition policies and procedures in

Chapter 8.26 Revised Code of Washington (RCW); and Sound Transit’s

adopted Real Property Acquisition and Relocation Policy, Procedures,

and Guidelines.
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I-427-001

Thank you for your comment stating your opposition to Alternative C1

due to displacement. Please see Section 4.1 for details on mitigation. 

The Preferred Alternative evaluated in the Final EIS is a modified version

of Alternative C3, which would avoid displacing residents at the Cedar

Creek condominiums. However, if Alternative C1 is selected to be built,

Sound Transit will compensate property owners affected by the project;

see Section 4.1 of the Final EIS for property acquisition mitigation.  

 

I-427-002

Thank you for your comment stating your opposition to the C1 and C2

alternatives due to the adverse effects on Scriber Creek Park,

displacement of adjacent residents, and intrusion into the heart of the

neighborhood. 
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I-428-001

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound

Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential

displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment A

alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the

church hall.  
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I-429-001

Your opposition to Alternatives C1 and C2 is noted.

 

I-429-002

In Segment C, Alternative C3 and the Preferred Alternative would have

the least impact on the Scriber Creek wetland complex. Sound Transit’s

policy [Executive Order No. 1, Establishing a Sustainability Initiative for

Sound Transit (2007)] on ecosystem mitigation is to avoid impacts on

environmentally sensitive resources to the maximum extent

practicable and to provide adequate mitigation to ensure no net loss of

ecosystem function and acreage as a result of agency projects. 

 

I-429-003

Comment noted. Section 4.4 of the Final EIS evaluates the project's

potential impacts on neighborhoods. Section 4.1 discusses potential

displacements. 

 

I-429-004

Thank you for your comment stating your preference for Alternative C3.
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I-430-001

Your preference for a 145th Street Station is noted. The proposed station

with a parking facility addresses a need for good multi-modal access

serving the needs of the region as well as local communities.

 

I-430-002

The station includes areas for efficient connections to transit routes

feeding the station. Multimodal connections to stations will be refined in

coordination with partner transit agencies and local jurisdictions in the

Final Design phase of the project. Appendix F of the Final EIS contains

the conceptual plans for the project.

 

I-430-003

Your opposition to a parking garage is noted.  
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I-431-001

Thank you for your comment stating your opposition to a light rail transit

station at NE 145th Avenue.  Traffic analysis was conducted for

the operations of local streets for multiple modes of transportation. 

Section 3.2 of the Final EIS evaluates potential adverse effects the light

rail transit station would have on highway access, local street capacity

and level of service, and pedestrian and bicycle facilities.  Where

negative impacts would affect any of these modes of transportation,

mitigation measures have been proposed in Section 3.6 to ensure there

would be no deterioration in operations compared to future No Build

conditions.
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I-432-001

The Draft EIS included the results of the traffic analysis conducted for

the operations of local streets for multiple modes of transportation,

including at  NE 145th Street, along 5th Avenue NE, and the on and off

ramps and adjacent sections of I-5.  Several of the alternatives, including

the Preferred Alternative, revise the on-ramp and include features to help

move traffic through the area and address queues.  This includes turn

lane additions, intersection modifications, and new signalized

intersections.  Section 3.2 of the Final EIS defines the potential adverse

effects the light rail transit station alternatives would have on highway

access, local street capacity and level of service, and pedestrian and

bicycle facilities.  Where negative impacts would affect any of these

modes of transportation, mitigation measures have been proposed in

Section 3.6 to maintain operations at least as good as No Build

operations.  The analysis does not reveal that the project would notably

alter operations on I-5 or increase the volume of vehicles using the I-5 on

or off ramps, in part because the interchanges in this area are limited,

and because a potential transit patron trying to access light rail via I-

5 would have other light rail stations closer to where they would start or

end their trip. 

 

I-432-002

Sound Transit and FTA have been working with WSDOT, Shoreline, and

area agencies since the start of early scoping for the project alternatives

analysis in 2010.  WSDOT is a cooperating agency for the Lynnwood

Link Extension project and has been extensively involved.  As a

cooperating agency, WSDOT has jurisdiction by law or special expertise

with respect to transportation related impacts involving the interstate.

 

I-432-003

Thank you for your comment providing a detailed list of reasons for your

preference for new light rail transit stations at NE 130th and NE 155th

Streets and your opposition to a light rail transit station at NE 145th
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Street.  Please see Section 3.2 in the Final EIS for updated discussions

of both long-term adverse transportation effects compared to the No

Build Alternative and the updated list of potential mitigation measures in

Section 3.6.  Please note that the Preferred Alternative includes localized

bicycle and pedestrian improvements, and safety and operational

improvements.
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I-433-001

Thank you for describing the importance of the church and center to you

and your family.  Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board

directed Sound Transit to develop a Preferred Alternative that would

avoid displacing the church.  The Final EIS describes the results of

additional engineering Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue

NE and avoid the potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none

of the Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace

the church or the church hall.  

 

I-433-002

Access to the church would be maintained during construction. The

Preferred Alternative identified by the Sound Transit Board is at-grade

adjacent to the church. The project will include design and mitigation

measures to minimize visual impacts (Section 4.5 of the EIS). The

project will include mitigation to reduce noise and vibration below FTA

criteria.
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I-434-001

Thank you for describing the importance of the church and center to you.

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the results of additional engineering

Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the

potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment

A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or

the church hall.  With the realigned street, access to the property has

been maintained, although a portion of land on the edge of the church

property would be acquired for the Preferred Alternative and other at-

grade alternatives.  Elevated alternatives would also require a portion of

the church property.  

Several sections in the Final EIS have been updated to address these

changes: Section 2.5.1 describing the refined alternatives for Segment

A; Section 4.1 describing the acquisition impacts; Section 4.4 describing

impacts to community facilities and neighborhoods. In addition, Appendix

F presents revised conceptual engineering plans for the refined Segment

A alternatives; Appendix I-4.1 contains detailed maps and tables

concerning acquisition, displacement, and relocation requirements for

each Segment A alternative, and Appendix G has visual simulations. 

As noted in Section 4.1, any acquisition of property, including portions of

a property, would require fair compensation to the property owner in

accordance with Sound Transit policy and federal and state law.

Access to the church and center will also be maintained during

construction. 
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I-435-001

Thank you for describing the importance of the church and center to you

and the Latvian community. Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit

Board directed Sound Transit to develop a Preferred Alternative that

would avoid displacing the church.  The Final EIS describes the results

of additional engineering Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue

NE and avoid the potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none

of the Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace

the church or the church hall.  
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I-436-001

It is anticipated that 5 to 10 percent of the trips accessing the 185th

Street Station would drive on 5th Avenue NE, which translates to 25

vehicles or less in the morning (AM) or evening (PM) peak hour.  This is

a relatively small addition to the traffic already using the facility. Chapter

3 of the Final EIS describes potential impacts and identifies mitigation

measures in Section 3.6.
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I-437-001

Thank you for describing the importance of the church to the region's

Baltic communities. Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board

directed Sound Transit to develop a Preferred Alternative that would

avoid displacing the church.  The Final EIS describes the additional

engineering Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and

avoid the potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the

Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the

church or the church hall.  
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I-438-001

Thank you for describing the cultural importance of the Latvian

Evangelical Lutheran Church. Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit

Board directed Sound Transit to develop a Preferred Alternative that

would avoid displacing the church.  The Final EIS describes the

additional engineering Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue

NE and avoid the potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none

of the Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace

the church or the church hall.  
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I-439-001

Thank you for your comment stating your concerns about impacts to the

Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church. The Preferred Alternative is at-

grade, but all alternatives now avoid displacing the church and hall.

During early project planning, a broad range of corridors and alternative

alignments were considered.  The results of this analysis are found in the

Alternatives Analysis Report and described in Chapter 2, Section 2.6.  

 

I-439-002

The noise analysis for the Lynnwood Link uses the FTA impact criteria

and Sound Transit mitigates noise impacts to levels below this criteria.

Sound Transit's policy is to mitigate moderate or severe impacts.

Potential mitigation measures for noise are described in Section 4.7.7 of

the Final EIS.

Noise walls are planned for all alternatives in this area, either at-grade or

elevated, as mitigation for the light rail impacts.  

 

I-439-003

Although current designs show the caretaker's residence needs to be

relocated, Sound Transit would provide for the relocation, as described

in Section 4.1. Access to the church and hall would be maintained during

construction.
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I-440-001

Thank you for describing the importance of the church and hall to the

Latvian community. Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board

directed Sound Transit to develop a Preferred Alternative that would

avoid displacing the church.  The Final EIS describes the additional

engineering Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and

avoid the potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the

Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the

church or the church hall.  
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