L-005-001
Sound Transit appreciates the City's efforts to engage the community
in reviewing the alternatives under consideration.

L-005-002

For the Final EIS, Sound Transit has examined the properties acquired
through the Conservation Futures program. If Sound Transit were to
proceed with the conversion of part of a property purchased through the
program, the agency would meet the replacement requirements as part
of its acquisition process.
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L-005-003

Sound Transit appreciates the summary of comment issues raised
regarding Segment C Alternatives during the City's forums; these are
similar to the comments Sound Transit formally received during the
scoping period. Chapter 7 of the Final EIS summarizes common
comments and responses. Responses to comments from individual
parties that submitted remarks to Sound Transit on the Draft EIS are
provided in the Final EIS Appendix P.
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L-006-001

Thank you for submitting the comments received by the City; these
comments overlapped with comments Sound Transit received directly,
but where they were unique, Sound Transit created a separate entry and
responded directly in Appendix P of the Final EIS.
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L-007-001
Thank you for your comments and efforts in working on the initial
development of the Lynnwood Link Extension.

L-007-002
Thank you for your comment stating support for the Lynnwood Link
Extension.

L-007-003

Thank you for your comment stating your station preferences and
reasons for wanting stations at NE 145th and NE 185th Streets and
reasons for not wanting a station at NE 155th Street. Sound Transit also
appreciates the City of Shoreline's willingness to plan around the
proposed stations with an emphasis on multimodal access.
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L-007-004
Thank you for your comment stating a preference for Alternative A3,
Option 2 for the proposed station at NE 145th Street.

L-007-005
Thank you for your comment stating a preference for Alternative Al,
Option 1 for the proposed station at NE 185th Street.

L-007-006

The City's preferences for a Segment A alternative are noted and the
letter as well as a summary of the comments were given to the Sound
Transit Board after the close of the comment period. The Final EIS
includes supporting documentation on proposed modifications in
interchange areas. The Transportation Technical Report has further
details on the transportation issues in the interchange areas.

L-007-007

Sound Transit is developing the project and its stations to be easily
accessible by a variety of modes, and the agency has developed design
requirements emphasizing factors including safety, convenience, and
comfort for patrons; as the project moves beyond preliminary
engineering and into final design, Sound Transit will continue to
coordinate with the City in developing station designs.

L-007-008

Sound Transit appreciates the City's review of the EIS and for its
collaboration in planning the Lynnwood Link Extension. Responses to
the City of Shoreline's detailed comments follow.
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L-007-009

While some details of the mitigation agreements with the City will depend
on final design details, the Final EIS continues to state the impact that
Sound Transit's project would create compared to No Action, and it
defines Sound Transit's mitigation commitment to achieve future year
conditions or better than with the No Build Alternative. While Sound
Transit is committed to working with the City to develop solutions that
could improve conditions that would be better than under the No Build
Alternative, Sound Transit does not accept sole responsiblity for making
transportation system improvements at locations that would be below
standards even with the No Build Alternative alone. The Final EIS
(Section 3.6) includes further details for the Preferred Alternative on how
impacts related to stations will be mitigated, and it also has updated the
analysis at a number of locations in response to other comments from
the City. This section also explains how Sound Transit will coordinate
with the City as the project advances, and how Sound Transit could
partner with the City to incorporate the Lynnwood Link Extension's
proposed improvements and mitigations within projects that the City itself
might pursue to address future transportation demands related to its own
anticipated growth.

L-007-010

Section 2.6 of the Draft EIS described Sound Transit's Environmental
Practices and Commitments, which are directly related to how Sound
Transit's design standards, applicable local agency design standards,
and permitting processes will be used as the project progresses through
final design and into construction. The section notes, "Sound Transit will
work collaboratively with other jurisdictions to comply with all required
permits and approvals needed for construction and operation.”

L-007-011
Sound Transit appreciates the comments on growth levels from the City,
noting that the original Draft EIS assumptions for station area
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developments were developed in coordination with the City. For the Final
EIS analysis Sound Transit met with the City to update the assumptions
on growth levels. Sound Transit also updated the traffic volumes to
include traffic from the proposed Point Wells development. In addition to
making these localized adjustments, the forecasts were updated relative
to more recent population and employment growth assumptions
produced by PSRC and to reflect growth in other areas. Updated
analysis of the NE 185th Street Station area and other locations,
including the impacts and related mitigation, are documented in the Final
EIS and the Transportation Technical Report.

L-007-012

175th at Meridian: An analysis of construction-related impacts was
conducted as part of the Draft EIS and, as noted in the comments,
specific mitigation was not proposed at this intersection. The Final EIS
contains a refined analysis of construction-related impacts and assesses
potential impacts at this intersection. The analysis of traffic impacts
during the permanent configuration was also revisited for the area
around the NE 185th Street Station, including the intersection of NE
175th Street/Meridian Avenue. This location was not identified

for mitigation as part of the project, however.

Cut through traffic: In Chapter 3, Transportation, Section 3.6 of the
Draft EIS, Sound Transit acknowledges the need to mitigate cut-through
traffic and states that the mitigation would be determined in conjunction
with local jurisdictions. The Final EIS Chapter 3, Section 3.6, identifies
mitigation measures Sound Transit has identified to minimize the
potential for cut-through traffic impacts, including neighborhood traffic
control strategies that can be implemented in collaboration with the
City.

L-007-013
Sound Transit agrees that effective transit connections to the stations is
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very important, and appreciates the City of Shoreline's interest in
developing its own Transit Integration Plan to also consider citywide
routes and services. Chapter 3 of the EIS describes the transit
integration planning process that Sound Transit anticipates for the
project as part of the later operational planning steps, working with King
County, Community Transit, and the local jurisdictions. The City's policy
statements would certainly help support that process, but the transit
agencies already have established service planning steps that they must
follow in making service adjustments, and levels of service also depend
on available revenues for local service. Sound Transit's own service
adjustment changes also have a defined process, and are made under
the authority of the Sound Transit Board. Sound Transit looks forward to
working collaboratively with the City and the other transit

agencies during the transit integration process for the project overall,

but a separate agreement with the City to direct future service planning
is not consistent with the process defined for the project and used for
previous projects implemented by the agency.

L-007-014

Sound Transit agrees that safe and convenient access to the stations is
important. Sound Transit will work with the City during final design

to develop the detailed design for the project.

L-007-015

The Draft EIS did not identify transit priority as a mitigation measure
separate from other measures that could be considered to address
congestion the project could cause in station areas. Transit priority
continues to be noted as a supporting improvement that could be made
in partnership with the City of Shoreline, King County Metro, and
Community Transit, but it is not specifically part of the proposed project.
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L-007-016

While design details would be further developed during final design,
Sound Transit will coordinate with the City and with Washington State
Department of Transportation (WSDOT) for the design and
reconstruction of the bridge, and will conform with the applicable
standards, permits, and approvals required by the City and WSDOT.
The anticipated minimum bridge width would be 14 feet, consistent with
WSDOT Design Manual 1510.14(1), but a wider width could be
considered. Facilities would be ADA compatible, replace

existing connections, and would meet other safety

and security requirements and facility design standards. Other beneficial
uses would also be considered, such as providing additional
replacement vegetation for areas that must be cleared for the project.

L-007-017

Sound Transit will continue to work with the City to meet permitting
requirements during the project's final design and permitting stages, but
believes that the EIS analysis provides a reasonable basis for
determining transportation impact levels for the stations individually as
well as the project overall. On other Sound Transit projects, some
jurisdictions have adopted the SEPA EIS and included supplemental
information for intersection operations with final design details, or added
nearer term or year-of-opening traffic projections.

L-007-018

Sound Transit will minimize site distance constraints to extent possible
consistent with Design Criteria manual. However, left turns from side
streets or driveways under the elevated guideway would likely be
restricted and rerouted to the nearest signalized intersection for left turns
or U-turns. The Final EIS clarifies the previous statement on sight
distances.
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L-007-019

Comment acknowledged. As noted previously, Sound Transit will work
with the City during final design and permitting to address these detailed
design questions.

L-007-020

The conceptual design for the project considers the potential for planned
improvements along I-5, as outlined in the Compatibility Report
described in Chapter 2, which was developed by Sound Transit and
WSDOT, and which anticipates an additional two lanes to be added to I-
5 in this area in the future.

L-007-021

As noted previously, Sound Transit is committed to consulting with local
jurisdictions to successfully meet the conditions required to permit the
project. The Final EIS provides additional detail for mitigation measures,
including design refinements, for the project to resolve environmental
impacts.

L-007-022

Sound Transit recognizes the City's interests in the conditions of its
sidewalk system and in addressing safety concerns in its current
system. As is appropriate for an EIS that is meant to identify signficant
environmental impacts for a proposed action, the EIS would not include
a detailed inventory of sidewalk conditions around station areas,
although the Transportation Technical Report does identify gaps. A
number of the areas that are noted in the City's comments are included
in the refined design developed for the Preferred Alternative. However,
where the project does not alter existing facilities that may have current
deficiencies, particularly in areas outside the immediate station area, the
EIS continues to find that the potential for increased traffic alone does
not create a safety impact. Continued growth in traffic would occur with
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or without the project, and the City's interest in addressing safety issues,
consistent with its Transportation Master Plan, would be present in any
case.

L-007-023

The Final EIS and its accompanying design documents have developed
further details on access features for the Preferred Alternative. However,
these designs are preliminary and details would be confirmed during final
design, in collaboration with the City, WSDOT, and transit providers. A
near-side bus stop for eastbound buses on NE 145th Street was
included in the concept design because it required one street crossing
versus two, to reach the station, but again, this configuration, as with all
other elements in station areas, reflects the major features that define
the physical footprint and operating characteristics that form the basis of
the impact analysis contained in the EIS.

L-007-024

The major features of the Preferred Alternative are described in the Final
EIS, and this includes the primary access facilities for the

stations. During final design, Sound Transit will coordinate with the City
to explore opportunities for improving station access. Some of the
specific features described in the City's comment are more detailed

than the conceptual to preliminary design developed to support the

EIS, and these features would be considered in coordination with the
City during final design.

L-007-025

The Final EIS has further details on the proposed treatment for the on-
ramp intersection. However, final decisions would follow final design, in
coordination with WSDOT, the City, and other involved agencies.
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L-007-026

Sound Transit agrees operations in this area are complex, and that final
design efforts will continue to explore the best options for ensuring
effective operations. The Final EIS Chapter 3, Transportation, and the
Transportaton Technical Report have the results of an updated analysis
of the NE 145th Street Station area using microsimulation software. This
tool was also used to evaluate the effectiveness of mitigation measures
described in the Final EIS.

L-007-027

Section 3.6, Potential Mitigation Measures of the Draft EIS, describes

a potential measure to address the impacts at these intersections. As the
Draft EIS states, Sound Transit will provide improvements as agreed to
by the local jurisdiction. Sound Transit will continue coordination with the
City of Shoreline to develop mitigation measures that are mutually
acceptable.

L-007-028

Sidewalks: Sound Transit recognizes the City’s interests in the
conditions of its sidewalk system and in addressing safety concerns in its
current system. As is appropriate for an EIS that is meant to identify
significant environmental impacts for a proposed action, the EIS would
not include a detailed inventory of sidewalk conditions around station
areas, although the Transportation Technical Report does identify gaps.
A number of the areas that are noted in the City’'s comments are
included in the refined design developed for the Preferred Alternative.
However, where the project does not alter existing facilities that may
have current deficiencies, particularly in areas outside the immediate
station area, the EIS continues to find that the potential for increased
traffic alone does not create a safety impact. Continued growth in traffic
would occur with or without the project, and the City’s interest in
addressing safety issues, consistent with its Transportation Master Plan,
would be present in any case.
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NE 185th Street Bridge: While design details would be further
developed during final design, Sound Transit will coordinate the
provision of acceptable non-motorized crossing facilities adjacent to or
part of the 185th Street Bridge if needed to facilitate access to the
station.

L-007-029

The major features of the Preferred Alternative are described in the Final
EIS, and this includes the primary access facilities for the stations.
During final design, Sound Transit will coordinate with the City to explore
opportunities for improving station access. Some of the specific features
described in the City’s comment are more detailed than the conceptual
to preliminary design developed to support the EIS, and these features
would be considered in coordination with the City during final design.

L-007-030

As the Draft EIS states, Sound Transit will provide improvements as
agreed to by the local jurisdiction. Sound Transit will continue
coordination with the City of Shoreline to develop mitigation measures
that are mutually acceptable.

NE 185th Street at 5th Avenue NE: No adverse impacts, but the
Preferred Alternative includes some improvements in the 185th Station
area.

NE 185th Street between 1st Avenue NE and 10 Avenue NE: No
adverse impacts, potential coordinated improvements are possible along
NE 185th Street between 1st Avenue NE and 10th Avenue NE.

NE 185th Street and Meridian Avenue N: The revised analysis shows
that the Project causes a failing level of service (LOS) per local
jurisdiction standards. Proposed mitigation includes adding protected-

Lynnwood Link Extension Page 75
2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses



Lynnwood Link Extension
2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses

permissive phasing to the northbound and southbound left-turn
movements. This improves intersection operations similar to No Build
conditions.

NE 185th Street and 10th Avenue NE: The revised analysis does not
identify any adverse impacts and therefore no traffic improvements or
mitigation are identified at the NE 185th Street and 10th Avenue NE
intersection.

L-007-031

The parking supply anticipated to be needed for the transit project has
continued to be the primary consideration in the currently proposed
design. For the Preferred Alternative, Sound Transit has included a
design option for a joint use parking garage on Shoreline School District
Property at 185th Street adjacent to the Shoreline Stadium.

L-007-032

Sound Transit acknowledges the City's preference for a station at NE
145th Street over NE 155th Street, which also was noted in the Draft
EIS.

L-007-033

The alternatives featuring a NE 155th Street Station have remained in
the Final EIS, but as with the Preferred Alternative, the scope of the
proposed features are focused on station areas rather than on
improvements needed elsewhere in the transportation system where
inadequacies may currently exist. Several of the issues would involve
final design details; Sound Transit will develop final design details for the
project selected to be built in coordination with the City.

L-007-034
As noted above, the conceptual design elements for the alternatives with
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the NE 155th Street Station remain largely as discussed in the Draft
EIS. As with the Preferred Alternative, Sound Transit will develop final
design details for the project selected to be built in collaboration with the
City, WSDOT, and transit providers. All facilities would be designed to
provide safe and effective access.

L-007-035

The alternatives featuring a NE 155th Street Station have remained in
the Final EIS, but as with the Preferred Alternative, the scope of the
proposed features are focused on station areas rather than on
improvements needed elsewhere in the transportation system where
inadequacies may exist. Several of the issues would involve final design
details; Sound Transit will develop final design details for the project
selected to be built in coordination with the City.

L-007-036

Not affected by the Preferred Alternative. For the Final EIS discussion,
options to address the impact for other light rail alternatives could include
a range of measures ranging from signalization to the proposal already
included in the Draft EIS. As noted in the Draft EIS, Sound Transit would
provide the potential improvements discussed or other improvements as
agreed to by the local jurisdiction during final design.
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L-007-037
The text describing paratransit elements for the NE 155th Station has
been updated for the Final EIS.

L-007-038

The parking inventory was performed during the times when the parking
garages are assumed to have the highest utilization and the potential for
spillover parking would be greatest. The Final EIS describes the
proposed mitigation approach to address the potential for spill-

over parking.

L-007-039
The Final EIS has been updated to reflect the City's most current
adopted Comprehensive Plan Land Use policies.

L-007-040

Sound Transit will comply with the City of Shoreline tree replacement
regulations as applicable and feasible. The City of Shoreline's comments
about mitigation for loss of significant trees, including larger specimens,
as well as the incorporation of public art, are consistent with the list of
mitigation measures on Draft EIS pages 4-91 through 4-93, which
include landscaping and elements providing visual interest. Refinement
of mitigation approaches will continue through final design.
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L-007-041

For at-grade noise walls, it is normally the practice to install these walls
early in the construction process to aid in the reduction of construction
noise levels. This statement was included in the construction noise
mitigation section.

Sound Transit will work with property owners during the design,
construction, and operation phases of the project to ensure noise and
vibration impacts are mitigated to levels below FTA impact thresholds
and local criteria.

L-007-042

As noted in the Draft EIS Chapter 2, Environmental Practices and
Commitments, Sound Transit will obtain permits required under local
critical area codes, including those of the City of Shoreline, and will meet
the permit requirements. Where major compensatory mitigation
measures are known, potential sites were identified in the Draft EIS and
have been refined in the Final EIS, and the anticipated standards are
discussed, with details to be further confirmed during permitting phases
of the project.

L-007-043

Thank you for your comment pertaining to the stormwater design
manuals and the use of low-impact development (LID). Sound Transit
will abide by all applicable stormwater design standards and latest
approved manuals in the City of Shoreline code, as well as with the
updated NPDES Phase Il permit requirements. In addition, Sound
Transit requires all projects to consider LID methods as a first choice for
stormwater treatment (Design Criteria Manual, July 2012), and the
agency will continue to review the feasibility of LID strategies as part of
the project design.
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L-007-044

Sound Transit is aware of the presence of peat near Ronald Bog and
has conducted additional borings on the east side of I-5 to further define
soil and groundwater conditions in this area. Additional work and related
analysis will be conducted during final design and permitting.

L-007-045

Issue 1: Effects on fire station. Sound Transit is aware of the Fire
Department's concerns about the possible impacts of a station at

NE 155th Street on the operations of the fire station at that location. In
the design and development of a station at that location, and the
management of traffic serving the station, Sound Transit would work
closely with the Fire Department to resolve any potential conflicts with
bus and vehicle traffic to ensure that emergency response times would
be maintained both during the construction period and operation of light
rail.

Issue 2: Sound Transit Police jurisdiction. Sound Transit currently has
several years of experience working in coordination with the public safety
providers of local jurisdictions to ensure the safety and security of the
public and to reduce redundancies. The Draft EIS discussed Sound
Transit's security force, and states that final station designs will
incorporate crime prevention through environmental design principles to
deter criminal activity and to make station areas safer and more secure.

Issue 3: Open air stations need to have personnel actively patrolling the
facilities and buses serving the stations at all times. Sound Transit now
has several years of experience with safety and security across all
modes, and is confident that its operating systems are appropriate to
ensure the personal and physical safety of its passengers. Sound Transit
is currently centralizing its video and alarm monitoring system across all
modes, including vehicles and stations, and constantly reviews its
operations to ensure passenger safety.
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Issue 4: Safety and security in design of station and other facilities.
Sound Transit integrates Crime Prevention Through Environmental
Design (CPTED), as included in Section 4.14.2 in the Draft EIS, in the
design of all its facilities. All station platforms, including elevated
platforms, are designed to accommodate emergency response and to be
able to safely evacuate trains and platforms in the event of an incident.
Design and security measures are used to prevent access to areas not
intended for rider use.

L-007-046

Geographic Information System (GIS) data on the 24-inch-diameter
water line crossing at NE 185th Street confirms that this water line is a
Seattle Public Utility water line. It was incorrectly identified in the Utility
Conflict Matrix as a Shoreline Water District water line and this was
updated for the Final EIS. As the Draft EIS states in Section 4.15.2,
Sound Transit will coordinate with the utilities to confirm and resolve
potential conflicts. Sound Transit will also continue to work with utility
providers to minimize any potential service interruptions (Section 4.15.5
Mitigation).

L-007-047

The Final EIS notes Sound Transit's commitment to working with the City
and King County to address Forward Thrust requirements as they apply
to the park, and to help the City identify appropriate property to acquire
for parks use as compensatory mitigation. Potential replacement
property options have been described in the Final EIS. Additional
coordination with the City is reflected in the Final EIS.

L-007-048
Bullet 1 (Should the NE 185th...) With the Preferred Alternative the NE
185th Street bridge would not be rebuilt, although some access
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modifications for pedestrians may be added; there would be no full
closure. For Alternative Al, the Transportation Technical Report
incorrectly stated in Table 6-1 for Alternative Al that the bridge would be
fully closed for 9-12 months. This error has been revised to indicate that
one lane of the bridge would be closed in each direction for 1 month, as
stated in the Draft EIS on page 3-44 and in Table 3-24.

Bullet 2 (Reconstruction or improvements...) The Draft EIS states
construction of NE 185th Street would be staged or staggered (Section
3.3 page 3-43).

Bullet 3 Sound Transit will involve the City in the development and
review of final design details, including construction plans.

Bullet 4 Agreements associated with the next phases of the project will
be negotiated as the project moves forward.

Bullet 5 Mitigation for bus service during construction was described in
section 3.6.9 of the Draft EIS (page 3-55), and more detail on the degree
of mitigation for the specific stations and routes has been included in
Section 3.6 of the Final EIS for the Preferred Alternative.

Bullet 6 The Draft EIS, Section 3.6.9 Arterials and Local Streets, states
that if access to the property cannot be maintained, the specific
construction activity would be reviewed to determine if it could occur
during non-business hours, or if the parking spaces and users of this
access (for example, deliveries) could be provided at an alternative
location.

Bullet 7 (noise from construction...) Section 4.7.7 of the Draft EIS
describes potential mitigation measures for construction-generated
noise. Specifically, Section 4.4.7 states that noise mitigation would be
implemented in order to meet local regulatory requirements, noise
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ordinances, and permit and variance conditions.

Bullet 8 (Construction equipment..) Sound Transit will repair any public
rights-of-way at Sound Transit work sites that are damaged during
construction to substantially the same condition.

Bullet 9 Sound Transit recognizes the importance of Thornton Creek,
and the project will abide by all applicable federal, state, and local
environmental laws and regulations. Sound Transit’s policy [Executive
Order No. 1, Establishing a Sustainability Initiative for Sound Transit
(2007)] on ecosystem mitigation is to avoid impacts on environmentally
sensitive resources to the maximum extent practicable and to provide
adequate mitigation to ensure no net loss of ecosystem function and
acreage as a result of agency projects. The Lynnwood Link Extension
would mitigate impacts on ecosystem resources in accordance with the
mitigation sequencing requirements established by NEPA, the Clean
Water Act, and local critical areas ordinances.

L-007-049

Thank you for enclosing the City's earlier letter to Sound Transit
expressing its views on the range of alternatives the Sound Transit
Board was considering for the Draft EIS. Because this letter predates the
Draft EIS, no detailed responses are provided here.
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