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L-008-001

Thank you for your observations on Alternative B1.

 

L-008-002

Thank you for stating your preference for Alternative B2 or B2A. A

modified version of Alternative B2 is part of the Preferred Alternative. 

The modification shifts the alignment west to avoid impacts to the I-5

ramps.  The Final EIS also includes an optional station south of 220th

Street SW and a 200-car surface parking lot on the site of the former

Melody High School.

 

L-008-003

Thank you for your comment stating your objections to Alternative B4. 
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L-009-001

Thank you for stating a preference for Alternative B2 and a possible

future transit station at 220th Street SW. A modified version of

Alternative B2 is part of the Preferred Alternative.  The modification shifts

the alignment west to avoid impacts to the I-5 ramps.  The Final EIS also

includes an optional station south of 220th Street SW and a 200-car

surface parking lot on the site of the former Melody High School.

 

L-009-002

Thank you for stating your preferred alignment.  See the response to

comment L-009-001 describing the Sound Transit Board's Preferred

Alternative. 

 

L-009-003

Sound Transit appreciates the participation of the District in reviewing

potential refinements in Segment C that would reduce potential impacts

to the District's property. Sound Transit involved the Edmonds School

District in meetings with the City of Lynnwood in the development

of modified Alternative C3 that is evaluated in the Final EIS. The Final

EIS also provides further detail on how Sound Transit would work with

the City and the School District during final design and in construction

planning to minimize impacts to the District's operations.
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L-010-001

Thank you for providing the City Council's recommendation for a

preferred alignment and station location for the proposed Lynnwood Link

Extension and providing comments on the Draft EIS.  As you know,

Sound Transit continued to work with the City and others to define a

modification to Alternative C3 that incorporated this suggestion, and it

has been analyzed in the Final EIS.   

 

Lynnwood Link Extension

2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses



Page 88Lynnwood Link Extension

2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses



Page 89Lynnwood Link Extension

2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses



Page 90Lynnwood Link Extension

2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses



Page 91

L-011-001

Thank you for your comment stating a preference for Alternative A1,

including the features that the City finds most promising.  The Sound

Transit Board identified a Preferred Alternative based on Alternative A1,

but modified some of the alternative's features.   

 

L-011-002

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the results of additional engineering

Sound Transit undertook to avoid the potential displacement of the

church.  As a result, none of the Segment A alternatives evaluated in the

Final EIS would displace the church or the church hall (also called the

cultural center).  Access to the property and its functions has been

maintained, although a small portion of land on the property's edge

would be acquired for the Preferred Alternative and other at-grade

alternatives.  Elevated alternatives would also require a portion of the

church property.   

Several sections in the Final EIS have been updated to address these

changes:  Section 2.5.1 describes the refined alternatives for Segment

A; Section 4.1 describes the acquisition impacts; Section 4.4 describes

impacts to community facilities and neighborhoods; Appendix F presents

revised conceptual engineering plans for the refined Segment A

alternatives; Appendix I-4.1 contains detailed maps and tables

concerning acquisition, displacement, and relocation requirements for

each Segment A alternative; and Appendix G has visual simulations. 

As noted in Section 4.1, any acquisition of property would require

compensation to the property owner in accordance with Sound Transit

policy and with federal and state law.
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L-011-003

The recommended action is consistent with the mitigation measures on

Draft EIS page 4-91.  Section 4.5.6 of the Final EIS has further details on

the mitigation approach, and identifies areas where tree retention may

be a possibility.

 

L-011-004

Sections 3.15 and 2.5 of the Final EIS identified pedestrian and bicycle

improvements on 5th Avenue between NE 130th Street and NE 145th

Street, and also clarify how Sound Transit would work with the City

regarding other improvements during final design.  The Board's

Preferred Alternative includes an alignment to the east of the 117th

Street bridge, which avoids the need to replace the bridge. 

 

L-011-005

Sound Transit appreciates the summary of the benefits the City sees

with a station at NE 130th Street.  The Final EIS includes an option for a

station at NE 130th Street. 
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L-011-006

Sound Transit recognizes the City's concern for maintaining an adequate

supply of affordable housing units within the city.  Sound Transit's policy

provides for a fair and equitable means of addressing real property

impacts across its projects, and this includes a commitment to relocate

displaced individuals in a manner consistent with state and federal law,

as stated in Section 4.1.  Sound Transit has successfully implemented

this policy on several of the Link light rail projects developed within the

City of Seattle, and which affected more properties than are potentially

impacted by the Lynnwood Link Extension.  While Sound Transit will

endeavor to relocate displaced parties in the same neighborhood or

area, the work is done in consultation with the displaced parties, who

may or may not choose to stay in the same area.  They will, however,

be placed in housing that is affordable to them; this effort includes

interviews with the affected parties to help determine affordability, as well

as compensation and assistance programs that meet individualized

needs and ensures safe and sanitary dwellings.  Sound Transit generally

does not enter into negotiations with affected parties until after the

completion of the NEPA/SEPA process.  Sound Transit may consider

opportunities for making surplus property available for redevelopment,

but this would not be considered as mitigation for displacements, which

would be fully mitigated through the existing policy commitment defined

in Section 4.1 of the Final EIS and compliance with state and federal

requirements.      

 

L-011-007

Sound Transit appreciated the City's review and suggestions leading up

to the Draft EIS. 

 

L-011-008

Sound Transit has revised the sentence generally as suggested for the

Final EIS.
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L-011-009

Sound Transit notes your comment.  Thank you. 

 

L-011-010

The conceptual service plans used for the Draft EIS analysis was based

on assumptions developed in coordination with the transit service

providers. Sound Transit has updated its ridership forecasts for all

alternatives in the Final EIS to incorporate updated land use forecasts,

although changes to the assumed service plan have been limited.  This

includes updated forecasts for the NE 103th Street Station, which is an

option for the Preferred Alternative.  While it is accurate that the regional

rail transit model does not specify bicycle access shares, the modeling

inherently includes all riders across modes.  While this may slightly

overstate the shares of the other access modes by not separating out

bicycles, it is appropriate for the purposes of an EIS analysis and the

conceptual level design efforts being conducted at this stage of the

project. 

 

L-011-011

Sound Transit will meet ADA standards for any facility that it constructs

or modifies, and will work with the City of Seattle during final design to

confirm the specific design approach for features such as sidewalks and

curbs. 

 

L-011-012

While Federal Register Vol 76, No. 161 identifies a bicycle catchment

area of 3 miles to identify streets with a de facto physical and functional

relationship to transit, and therefore eligible for FTA funding, it does not

require high capacity transit projects to analyze the full area in an EIS or

incorporate improvements covering that area. Pedestrian and bicycle

facilities developed as part of the project, as well as other access

features at Lynnwood Link Extension stations, will be developed
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consistent with the Board-adopted System Access Policy (Resolution

R2013-03), which provides criteria to be used in defining access features

throughout the system.  Many of these elements will be further defined

during final design and permitting, as Sound Transit continues to

coordinate with local agencies to determine station access features and

to seek further opportunities to partner with the other agencies to

maximize the benefits of this major transit investment.

 

L-011-013

An option with the reconfigured NE 130th Street northbound off-ramp is

part of the Preferred Alternative for Segment A.  As stated in Section

3.2.8 of the Final EIS and Section 5.8 of the Transportation Technical

Report, this improvement is likely to improve safety at this location.

 

L-011-014

As noted in Chapter 3, Section 3.2.2 of the Final EIS, Sound Transit

would coordinate with King County Metro and Community Transit on

potential local bus service modifications as the project enters final

planning leading to operation.  However, the changes in services would

be made by the local transit agencies, who have their own policies and

processes for considering service revisions.  

 

L-011-015

The assumptions used for the Draft EIS were developed in coordination

with King County Metro and were intended to help develop ridership

forecasts for each station.  These draft transit integration plans were not

intended to fully define the range of transit improvements that King

County Metro or others might undertake in connecting corridors.  

Consistent with the approaches used for other projects that Sound

Transit has implemented, including the light rail lines in place or in

development in the city, this detailed integration planning would occur

after the Final EIS is complete and the project is in preparation for

Lynnwood Link Extension

2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses



Page 98

operations.  King County Metro has revised its service integration

concepts for a 130th Street Station for the Final EIS to include additional

service, and the results of those changes are reflected in the Final EIS

forecasts and updated station design.

 

L-011-016

The summary text has been updated for the Final EIS. 

 

L-011-017

For the Preferred Alternative, the Final EIS incorporates improvements

to help minimize potential travel delays that could affect local bus service

to the station.  The other alternatives identify these potential

improvements as mitigation.  

 

L-011-018

Sound Transit has updated the Transportation Technical Report, and

has revised text to clarify the locations identified in the comment.

 

L-011-019

Bicycle trips were not factored into the pedestrian LOS

analysis, because detailed bicycle access projections were not available

or necessary to support project planning at this stage of the project. 

While the Sound Transit model does not address bicycle access shares,

the modeling inherently includes all riders. Pedestrians walking between

rail and their parked bicycles are reflected in the overall numbers

contained in Table 5-31 of the Transportation Technical Report.

Sound Transit is not proposing an alteration to the Jackson Park

Perimeter Trail.

 

L-011-020

The Final EIS Chapter 3, Transportation, and the Transportation
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Technical Report and Chapter 3 of the Final EIS have the results of an

updated analysis of the NE 145th Street Station area using

microsimulation software.  The Preferred Alternative incorporates design

measures for local street improvements that would address the added

traffic related to the station and park-and-ride, and improved

signalization and an added signalized intersection at the I-5 ramps also

helps address a known accident location. The simulation software

evaluates the effectiveness of transportation improvements incorporated

within the design for the Preferred Alternative, as well as for other

mitigation measures described in the Final EIS.  The Final EIS also has

additional language in mitigation explaining how Sound Transit will work

with local agencies during final design to develop and implement

mitigation details.   

 

L-011-021

Sound Transit will refine details such as the plaza size, weather

protection at the station and bus platforms, and further detail on bus

transit service assumptions and requirements following the Final EIS, if

this station is included as part of the project. 

 

L-011-022

Section 4.4 and Appendix C now include a list of public places that would

be near each station. Neighborhoods served are also described in

Section 4.4, although Sound Transit did not attempt to characterize

neighborhoods in qualitative terms.  Many of the Draft EIS public

comments served to inform the Sound Transit Board of how members of

those neighborhoods perceived the project as either benefiting or

impacting their communities.  The Transit Oriented Development

Assessment conducted for the project is not part of the EIS but was

updated as part of other documentation for the project to reflect the

Preferred Alternative.    
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L-011-023

As described in Section 4.9.6 of the Draft EIS, the project would comply

with all federal, state, and local regulations protecting water quality. 

Approaches will include project planning, design, and the application of

Best Management Practices (BMPs).  Sound Transit will coordinate with

Seattle Public Utilities regarding future design efforts for drainage where

applicable.     
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L-012-001

Thank you for your comment stating support for the Lynnwood Link

Extension and for Community Transit's intent to effectively serve Link

stations in Snohomish County. 

 

L-012-002

Sound Transit recognizes the need to support and maintain transit

markets during construction. However, the project does not anticipate

that impacts to I-5 will occur throughout the construction period, and

many of these impacts would be reduced by working closely with

WSDOT, FHWA and the transit agencies operating along the corridor to

develop a coordinated plan to maintain mobility during the shorter

periods when traffic would be affected by construction affecting the

freeway itself.  This is consistent with the construction approach (Section

3.3) and the mitigation measures (Section 3.6) described in the Final

EIS. Section 3.6 identifies potential mitigation to be developed with its

partners, including service increases, service modifications, or temporary

service improvements.   The Final EIS also provides more definition of

the location and duration of closures and their related impacts, as well as

minimization measures such as timing closures to be in off-peak periods,

evenings, or weekends where possible.

 

L-012-003

Comment noted. Sound Transit agrees with these observations.

 

L-012-004

Thank you for your comment stating a preference for Alternative C1. 

 

L-012-005

The Final EIS includes a modified Alternative C3 as part of the Preferred

Alternative.  The modifications help address the access and TOD

development issues that this comment raises. 
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L-012-006

Sound Transit recognizes that the 220 Street SW Station is not the focus

of Community Transit's existing or planned transit service, but the

presence of a station at that location has been suggested by local

jurisdictions and others because the arterial is a major corridor serving

Edmonds and other communities.  The Preferred Alternative includes an

option for a station at that location, and its benefits would be higher with

connecting transit service. 

 

L-012-007

Thank you for your comment stating a preference for the elevated station

featured in Alternatives B1 and B2.

 

L-012-008

Comment noted.  Your observation of the transit impacts during

construction for the freeway station being difficult or expensive to

mitigate are consistent with the Draft EIS findings, although mitigation

options would be available. 

 

L-012-009

Although Sound Transit agrees that transit priority treatments might

benefit a Swift extension from Aurora Village Transit Center to NE 185th

Street Station, Sound Transit has not included the improvements as part

of the Lynnwood Link Extension.  Sound Transit supports transit

improvements that would serve the station, and will continue to work with

Community Transit, as stated in Section 3.2.2 of the Draft EIS.

 

L-012-010

Thank you for your comments and collaboration on the Lynnwood Link

Extension. 
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L-012-011

As the project progresses into final design, Sound Transit will continue to

coordinate with Community Transit and the City to encourage Swift

service from Aurora Village to the NE 185th Street light rail station. 

However, the Lynnwood Link Extension project does not include specific

transit priority or BRT improvements between the corridors leading to the

station.   

 

L-012-012

Please see Sections 3.3 and 3.6.9 of the Final EIS for further detail on

the project's potential construction activities, impacts, and the mitigation

plan for construction, including the mitigation approach for transit.  While

the emphasis is on the Preferred Alternative for each section, a similar

mitigation approach would apply to other alternatives.  However, it is

important to note that these are assumptions on construction approach

for the purposes of an EIS analysis of potential impacts and mitigation.

The level of impacts, including their duration, depends on issues that will

be further developed during final design, subject to FHWA and WSDOT

approval, and also influenced by a contractor's approach to construction.

The mitigation in Section 3.6.9 therefore emphasizes detailed

coordination with the transit agencies and WSDOT as mitigation details

are further refined.

 

L-012-013

Thank you for your comment. 

 

L-012-014

The project would not begin service until 2023.  Sound Transit

recognizes this is within the period covered by Community Transit's

Long Range Plan (2030).  However, as outlined in Community Transit's

Long Range Plan:  Thinking Transit First (pages 23-24), Community

Transit plans to serve productive route segments to local activity
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centers with an emphasis on transit centers and Link light rail

stations.   The plan also states that the local routes will be designed to

coordinate with higher level of services, especially regional commuter

express routes, Swift corridors, commuter rail, or light rail routes.  The

Long Range Plan specifically identifies 220th Street SW as a facility that

provides a critical local link. 

As stated in Section 3.2.2 of the Final EIS, Sound Transit anticipates

partnering with Community Transit to consider local or regional service

revisions integrated with light rail service for development as part of the

Lynnwood Link Extension.

 

L-012-015

Sound Transit acknowledges Community Transit's concerns

with Alternative B4, which include lower TOD potential, longer walks, and

lower ridership. 

 

L-012-016

Please see response to comment L-012-002.

 

L-012-017

Thank you for your comment stating a preference for Alternative C1 and

providing reasons and proposed modifications for this alternative. 
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L-012-018

Thank you for your comment stating support for Alternative C2 and

providing reasons and proposed modifications for this alternative. 

 

L-012-019

Community Transit's concerns with Alternative C3 Option 1 are noted. 

Please see response to comment L-012-005.

 

L-012-020

Community Transit's concerns with Alternative C3 Option 2 are noted;

the range of alternatives in Lynnwood was developed to explore the

differences that variations in sites and layouts might offer in terms

of transportation performance, costs, and environmental impacts.  The

distance between the existing transit center and the new site is relatively

small.   

 

L-012-021

As described in Section 3.6.9 of the Final EIS, any plans involving transit

service modifications would be coordinated with King County Metro,

Community Transit, and private transit service providers to minimize

construction impacts and disruptions to bus facilities and service.

Please see response to comment L-012-002 for a discussion of

construction impacts and mitigation.

 

L-012-022

Sound Transit appreciates the suggestions for Alternative C1, but the

transit center would not need to be closed during construction.  The

other detailed suggestions for facilities and amenities involve design

definitions that would be determined at later stages of the project, and

Sound Transit would involve Community Transit and others to participate

in the development of such designs regardless of the alternative
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selected.   It is correct that any of the alternatives involving construction

on existing park-and-ride facilities would reduce the available parking

supply, and that transit and TDM measures could help address the

impact.

Please see response to comment L-012-002 for a discussion of

construction impacts and mitigation.

 

L-012-023

Sound Transit appreciates the suggestions for Alternative C2.  As

described in the previous response (L-012-022), such details will be

determined later in the project by Sound Transit in collaboration with

Community Transit and others. 

 

L-012-024

The Final EIS Chapter 3, Section 3.6.9., includes further discussion of

mitigation options for the loss of parking stalls during construction. 

Improvements in transit service are among the options identified. 

 

L-012-025

Sound Transit's existing design standard for placing guideways over any

roadway is a minimum 16.5-foot vertical clearance.

 

L-012-026

Sound Transit agrees that there are a number of other projects, including

HOV direct access improvements, that could complement the Lynnwood

Link Extension and address other transportation needs and problems. 

However, they are beyond the scope of the project being studied in the

EIS. 

 

L-012-027

Changes to the carpool policy from 2+ to 3+ will be discussed with
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WSDOT as the mitigation program continues to be developed and

refined during final design.  This measure could also be an element of

the construction traffic management strategy for I-5 lane closures.

 

L-012-028

Section 3.2.2 of the Final EIS has been updated to clarify that the LOS

analysis for transit frequency and hours of service included Sound

Transit, King County Metro and Community Transit services, and that the

reliability and on-time performance data are primarily from Sound

Transit. 

 

L-012-029

Thank you for your comment. 

 

L-012-030

Please see response to comment L-012-002 for a discussion of

construction impacts and mitigation.
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L-012-031

As described in Section 3.6.9 of the Final EIS, transit service

modifications would be coordinated with King County Metro, Community

Transit, and private transit service providers to minimize construction

impacts and disruptions to bus facilities and service.
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L-013-001

ADA and paratransit accessibility are part of Sound Transit's

commitments for the project, and details will continue to be

addressed during further design.  The project design will meet or

exceed all applicable ADA requirements. 
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L-014-001

Thank you for your comments and efforts in working on the initial

development of the Lynnwood Link Extension, and for the County's

continued support for the project.   
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L-014-002

The County's comments on Alternatives A10 and A11, which indicate a

preference for the NE 130th Street Station, are noted. Sound Transit has

continued to explore design modifications for the 220 Street SW and

Lynnwood stations, with improved multimodal access being key

considerations. The County's preference for a non-freeway station at

Mountlake Terrace and suggested design modifications at 220th Street

SW and Lynnwood stations are also noted.

 

L-014-003

The purpose and need statement in Section 1.2 of the Draft EIS was

slightly modified based on public comments received during public

scoping.  FTA and Sound Transit made minor clarifying edits to help

simplify the discussion.  High frequency service was part of the definition

of all alternatives under consideration. 

 

L-014-004

Park-and-ride lots are one of many strategies to maximize transit

accessibility, and the Final EIS explores additional parking options at

several stations.  However, the project already assumes that in many

stations, the majority of patrons would be arriving by other modes,

particularly transit.  The Preferred Alternative also includes

improvements in bicycle and pedestrian facilities in station areas and on

the streets that would be modified by the project.  Sound Transit will

continue to explore other modal improvement options as the project

advances, in coordination with its partner agencies. 

The parking supply described for the alternatives was intended to define

the likely upper range of parking that would be provided, which in turn

helped estimate the upper range of related impacts such as parking

(including potential "hide-and-ride" parking activity), noise, visual

impacts, and property requirements.  Other details such as the type and
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amount of bicycle parking, and more detailed station access planning will

be developed during further design of the stations.

 

L-014-005

Sound Transit acknowledges the County's preference for a station at NE

130th Street.  The Preferred Alternative includes an at-grade and

elevated alignment with stations at NE 145th and NE 185th Streets

(Alternative A1 with modifications). The Draft EIS also evaluates options

for a potential station at NE 130th Street. 

 

L-014-006

The County's preference for the Mountlake Terrace Transit Center

station is noted. 

 

L-014-007

All Sound Transit facilities and projects will be designed to meet ADA

requirements.  Sound Transit will continue to work with King County and

its other partner agencies to develop detailed station access plans as the

project advances, and this will provide the opportunity to integrate King

County's suggestions and further involve you in station design decisions.

 To address the larger questions regarding paratransit service at a

system level, as well as other transit system integration matters, Sound

Transit and King County are now collaborating on the Metro Long Range

Plan and Sound Transit's Long Range Plan Update and ST3 planning. 
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L-014-008

The modeling assumptions used for the project were developed in

consultation with WSDOT and other cooperating agencies as part of the

initial methodology development and scoping phase of the Draft EIS, and

the parties agreed that managed and tolled lanes on I-5 should not be

assumed for several reasons. 

First, the travel demand modeling performed for the Lynnwood Link

Extension Final EIS is consistent with the fiscally constrained project list

contained in PSRC's Transportation 2040 plan.   

Second, there has been very limited development of concepts for I-5

tolling, and the lack of detailed data on the impacts of tolling on the I-5

corridor would make the analysis of impacts related to the light rail

project very difficult to accurately assess.  (By contrast, at a system

level, a limited number of tolled facilities have been assumed outside of

the corridor, including I-405 between downtown Bellevue and Lynnwood,

SR 520 between I-5 and I-405, I-90 between I-5 and I-405, and the SR

99 tunnel in downtown Seattle, all of which have been or are being

examined in other project-level analyses). 

Third, future travel conditions without the unfunded managed toll-lane

facilities would be a worst-case scenario because the traffic congestion

would be worse and transit ridership likely lower than with managed

and/or toll facilities.  (Sound Transit's Long-Range Plan update and EIS,

which is a plan-level document, does assume the regional tolling

included in the current PSRC plan, but again its impact analysis and the

PSRC plan's information is not location specific.)  Appendix A in the

Transportation Technical Report provides detailed information about the

methodology for the travel demand forecasting analysis.

 

L-014-009

Sound Transit would not be permanently removing facilities serving
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people with disabilities, and the project will be built to meet ADA

requirements, with operational and functional improvements in transit

service as well as other local transportation facilities.  Therefore, no

adverse impacts to persons with disabilities has been identified.  In many

locations, non-ADA compliant facilities such as sidewalks and

intersections would be improved, and the project would offer mobility

benefits to disabled individuals as well as the general population.   The

EIS is intended to identify adverse impacts.   Sound Transit recognizes

that demographic trends indicate a continued increase in the percentage

of the overall population that will be senior citizens who may have

disabilities; this project would provide an alternative to driving, which

would be a benefit. 

 

L-014-010

Sound Transit recognizes the need to support and maintain transit

markets during construction. The Draft EIS and the Final EIS both

described mitigation measures including TDM/transit elements, with

additional operational details to be prepared during final design to

minimize impacts related to temporary closures.  The Final EIS also

provides more definition of the location and duration of closures and their

related impacts, as well as minimization measures such as timing

closures to be in off-peak periods, evenings, or weekends where

possible.

 

L-014-011

Thank you for your comments and efforts in working on the initial

development of the Lynnwood Link Extension. 
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L-014-012

Sound Transit will design the project to meet ADA requirements,

consistent with other federal Sound Transit projects in place or under

design now.  The station planning programs and Sound Transit design

standards incorporate this commitment for effective ADA service,

including connections between providers.  Further details for each

station will be developed during final design in coordination with ADA

service providers.  More detailed service planning and any service

agreements will also be conducted in the later stages of project

development as the system approaches operation.  However, space for

paratransit is generally included in the conceptual plans for the station

areas assessed in the EIS.  Sound Transit also considered these

comments as it updated specific station designs as part of preliminary

engineering for the Preferred Alternative, but the level of design used for

the EIS remains conceptual to preliminary, and many of the comments

involve final design decisions and operational planning, which occur later

in the project. 

Sound Transit also appreciates the comments regarding persons with

disabilities as well as future demographic changes affecting mobility for

the general population.  Several areas of the EIS address factors that will

be important to providing effective ADA access, including the

transportation analysis of various modal connections, as well as Section

4.4 Social Impacts, Community Facilities, and Neighborhoods, and

Appendix C Environmental Justice Analysis, which incorporate transit-

dependent population information from the U.S. Census. More detailed

analyses for the purposes of the EIS are not necessary,

however, because the project is not removing transit connections without

providing improvements in services and facilities that would benefit the

general population as well as persons with disabilities.  No

adverse impacts to persons with disabilities have been identified.

However, as Sound Transit initiates final design and conducts more

detailed service planning in collaboration with Metro, there will be further
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opportunities to discuss these issues; the Sound Transit System

Planning program and the Metro Long Range Plan update also includes

additional collaborative efforts to consider these suggestions.  
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L-015-001

The Draft EIS and Final EIS summarize Sound Transit's assessment of

transit-oriented development (TOD) potential in Table 4.2-3; this is based

on the Station Area Transit-Oriented Development Potential Report

conducted to support station area and project planning. The report was

updated as part of the continued planning for the project during

preliminary engineering and environmental analysis.  A copy of the

Station Area Transit-Oriented Development Potential Report is available

through on the Sound Transit Website for the project at

http://www.soundtransit.org/Projects-and-Plans/Lynnwood-Link-

Extension/Lynnwood-Link-Document-Archive.

Based on comments from the Sound Transit Board and other parties, the

level of information and the methods used were effective in highlighting

the relative differences between station choices.  The level of detail on

TOD potential is consistent with Sound Transit practices for other recent

Sound Transit EISs and appropriate at the EIS phase for comparing

alternatives.  The assessment is summarized to help determine the

likelihood that the project could indirectly impact land use and other

environmental conditions, as well as to consider whether it helped

support land use plans and policies.

The Transportation Technical Report for the Final EIS has additional

discussion of mode choice for accessing station areas, as well as more

information on parking and other station access factors, including the

relative accessibility of various station alternatives by all modes.  The

model results do not lend themselves directly to detailed analysis by

mode, and instead are provided as an indication of likely ridership levels

given surrounding land use, including future population and employment

levels, existing transit use, and connecting transportation

facilities. Further calculations of access by mode would be done during

final design.
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L-015-002

Sound Transit considered the suggestions of the PSRC as it developed

the methods for the EIS, and Sound Transit circulated methodology

reports for the EIS to participating agencies for comment following the

project NEPA/SEPA scoping period.  It is important to note that the tiered

approach to the Alternatives Analysis was by nature better suited to the

use of evaluation criteria and ratings because it was conducted to help

identify, refine, and narrow a wider range of modal and corridor options,

including station sites.

For the EIS, the definitions of alternatives and their features were better

established from the outset. Measures such as ridership potential and

access could be more directly defined as part of the alternative designs

and also considered through the application of Sound

Transit's forecasting model. The alternatives under consideration were

also similar in their locations and the markets served, and primarily

involved siting and design choices, so qualitative measures did not tend

to markedly differentiate the alternatives.  Therefore, the use of detailed

ratings in the Final EIS was limited; instead, the analysis focused on

identifying areas of impact and describing mitigation where appropriate.

The discussion of Land Use in Section 4.2 included an assessment of

consistency with planning policies (Appendix I-4.2), which noted areas

where stations were located near where local plans or policies

anticipated high capacity transit (HCT) or they at least contemplated

increased densities; however, most jurisdictions make HCT-oriented

designations after HCT projects are in the planning and design stages

rather than before.

Finally, Section 2.5 described the key factors considered in developing

alignment and station combinations; while land use conditions were an

important factor, so were the placement of an alignment relative to
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available rights-of-way, topographical challenges, and built and natural

environmental features. 

 

L-015-003

The Station Area Transit-Oriented Development Potential Report was

prepared by Sound Transit to help differentiate station options with

respect to future development potential and is primarily based on

existing conditions. This work was conducted while PSRC’s Growing

Transit Communities Partnership (GTC) efforts were underway and

Sound Transit reviewed and coordinated work accordingly.  As noted in

the comments above, the EIS is intended to disclose potential impacts

that could occur with the development of the project alternatives, and to

explore measures that would avoid, minimize, or mitigate impacts.

Sound Transit agrees that assessments of TOD as well as access are

important elements of planning for stations, and the TOD report was

available to the Board and the public prior to the identification of the

Preferred Alternative.  The updated report is similarly available along

with the Final EIS; the EIS is not the only source of information

that Board members consider in their decision-making.  In addition, as

described in Chapter 2 of the Draft EIS and the supporting Alternatives

Analysis completed in 2011, Sound Transit considered TOD, access and

other issues in detail along with a wide range of other factors as it

defined the light rail alignment and station alternatives for the EIS. 
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