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Footnotes:
1. Data based on combined 10-minute walkshed unless noted 

otherwise. Source: City of Seattle and Sound Transit.

2. Includes transfers from existing and new light rail, Sounder, 

bus and streetcar. Ridership/daily boardings do not include 

special event boardings. Ridership/daily boardings would be 

lower for CID-1a/1b than for CID-2a/2b.

3. Bike facilities include multi-use trails, bike lanes, and 

neighborhood greenways within combined 10-minute bikeshed. 

4. Based on PSRC future year forecasts and allocated to 

combined 10-minute walkshed. 

5. Bold text indicates priorities that are outcomes of the Racial 

Equity Toolkit process. See page 5 for more information.
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Planning and design priorities can help 
frame how a station and station area will 
look and function

•	•	 Support the development of an inclusive  Support the development of an inclusive  
100-year vision for future generations100-year vision for future generations(5)(5)

•	•	 Explore revitalizing Union Station by Explore revitalizing Union Station by 
reintroducing transportation functions and reintroducing transportation functions and 
community-responsive activities and usescommunity-responsive activities and uses(5)(5)

•	•	 Maximize connection opportunities between Maximize connection opportunities between 
Pioneer Square, the Stadium District, and the Pioneer Square, the Stadium District, and the 
Chinatown-International DistrictChinatown-International District(5)(5)

•	 Leverage station and related infrastructure 
investments to enhance neighborhood identity

•	 Consider a direct, intuitive, and easily navigable 
transfer environment between Sounder, 
Amtrak, and the new and existing light rail 
stations that is easy to navigate in any language

•	 Consider repurposing some space in the  
4th Ave S parking garages for mobility hub 
functions

•	 Support community-driven, equitable transit 
oriented development in the station area 
that minimizes displacement and prioritizes 
community-owned businesses and affordable 
housing

Planning 
and 

design 
priorities

NPotential station location

Station area context

Ballard
Link Extension

International District/
Chinatown Station
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4th Avenue Station 
Shallow Alternative (CID-1a) and 
Deep Station Option (CID-1b)
Tunnel platform under 4th Ave S, west of 
the existing International District/Chinatown 
Station between S Jackson St and Seattle 
Blvd S. (Two different platform depths are 
being studied.)

5th Avenue Station  
Shallow Alternative (CID-2a) and 
Deep Station Option (CID-2b)
Tunnel platform under 5th Ave S, east of the 
existing International District/Chinatown 
Station between S Jackson St and S Weller St. 
(Two different platform depths are being 
studied.)
 
A diagonal configuration of the Shallow 
(CID-2a) alternative is also being studied. 
The diagonal configuration would transition 
towards 5th Ave S further north of  
Seattle Blvd S with a similar station 
entrance location.Preferred alternative

Other alternatives and design options

Existing tunnel route and station

At-grade

Tunnel

DRAFT EIS ALTERNATIVES ROUTE AND STATION PROFILESDraft EIS alternatives

Preferred alternative

Other alternatives and design options

Route and station profiles

At-grade

Tunnel

Existing tunnel route and station
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The Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) contains 
two alternatives for expanding the International District/
Chinatown Station. 
The board has not yet identified a preferred alternative for the 
International District/Chinatown Station.

Draft EIS station  
alternatives

International District/
Chinatown Station

Ballard
Link Extension
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The 4th Avenue station alternative would expand 
the International District/Chinatown Station by 
constructing a new platform under 4th Ave S 
between Union Station and King Street Station 
on the border between Chinatown-International 
District and Pioneer Square. 

The Shallow Alternative (CID-1a) and Deep 
Station Option (CID-1b) are the same at street 
level but their platforms would be at different 
depths underground. Both would provide a new 
entrance on the west side of 4th Ave S at the 
Weller Street Pedestrian Bridge and another 
entrance in the concourse at the south end of 
Union Station. The west entrance would offer 
convenient access to Pioneer Square, trains 
at King Street Station, and buses on the west 
side of 4th Ave S, while the east entrance 
would enhance Union Station as a gateway to 
the Chinatown-International District and offer 
convenient access to the existing light rail 
station, buses on the east side of 4th Ave S, and 
the S Jackson St buses and streetcar. 

All station entrances would be served by planned 
or existing bike routes, and bike storage would 
be available in the existing station plaza and 
south of King Street Station at the foot of the 
Weller Street Pedestrian Bridge.

The International District/Chinatown Station is 
one of only two stations where passengers would 
be able to transfer between all three light rail 
lines serving downtown.
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Other Alternative

Tunnel alignment

Station platform below

Station entrance

Tunnel ventilation and 
emergency exits

Tunnel ventilation 
building and 

emergency exit 

Existing 
pedestrian 
connection

Existing bike route

Planned bike route

Bike and personal 
mobility storage

Station entrance Bus route(s)

Active bus bay

Paratransit
Pickup/drop-off areaPedestrian

focused area

Existing 
streetcar 
route(s)

Existing signalized 
intersection and/
or crosswalksExisting station 

entrance

4th Avenue Station 
Shallow Alternative (CID-1a)

and Deep Station Option (CID-1b)

Station context plan

International District/
Chinatown Station

Ballard
Link Extension
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Cross section is an approximate representation of station configuration for illustrative purposes only. 
Station architectural and landscape design is not complete.

Cross section
Station entrance

Tunnel alignment

Station platform below

Cross section

Station site plan
* The station area footprint is the approximate area that Sound Transit would 
maintain for light rail operations.

Station area footprint*

Station cross section

Underground pedestrian connection

Station platform 
(1 Line)

Station depth ~80’

Weller Street Pedestrian Bridge

West station entrance

Union Station

4th Ave S

Escalator, stairs, and elevator

East station entrance

5th Ave S

Existing station southbound 
platform (2 Line and 3 Line)

Existing International 
District/Chinatown station

Existing station northbound 
platform (2 Line and 3 Line)
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Ballard

Looking inside the station

4th Avenue Station 
Shallow Alternative (CID-1a)

International District/
Chinatown Station

Ballard
Link Extension
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Cross section is an approximate representation of station configuration for illustrative purposes only. 
Station architectural and landscape design is not complete.

Station site plan
* The station area footprint is the approximate area that Sound Transit would 
maintain for light rail operations.

Cross section
Station entrance

Tunnel alignment

Station platform below

Cross section

Station area footprint*
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Station cross section

Station depth ~190’

Station platform (1 Line)

Weller Street Pedestrian Bridge

West station entrance

Union Station

4th Ave S

Elevator access only 
to station platform

Escalator, stairs, and elevator

East station entrance

5th Ave S

Existing International 
District/Chinatown station

Underground pedestrian connection

Existing station southbound 
platform (2 Line and 3 Line)

Existing station northbound 
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Looking inside the station
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Personal mobility hub with storage for bikes, 
bikeshare, and bicycle repair facilities

The Weller Street Pedestrian Bridge is currently 
the only connection between Pioneer Square and 
Chinatown-International District south of S Jackson St

(4
4)

(9
4)
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Work with community members and the 
city to define street use and circulation 
concepts to improve station access 
and reduce conflicts between vehicles, 
cyclists, and pedestrians

Walking, biking, and rolling to the station

Partner with community members 
and agencies to improve mobility 
and connectivity between 
neighborhoods and between King 
Street Station and Union Station

Ideas and recommendations for potential improvements by agencies or partners to best serve 
passengers walking and rolling to the station.
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 Lumen Field

King Street 
Station

Union 
Station

Hing Hay 
Park

Danny Woo International 
District Community 

Gardens and Kobe Terrace

Yesler 
Terrace Park

Wing Luke 
Museum

Occidental 
Square

Seattle City 
Hall

Pioneer 
Square Park

Yesler 
Hillclimb

S Jackson St

4th Ave S

5th Ave S

6th Ave S

M
aynard Ave S

7th Ave S

S Dearborn St

Yesler Way

S Main St
S King St

S Washington St

S Weller St

2nd Ave Ext S Chinatown 
gate

City Hall 
Park

Existing 
bike route

Planned 
bike route

Bike and personal 
mobility storage

Station entrance

Pedestrian
focused area

Existing 
pedestrian 
connection

Existing signalized 
intersection and/or 
crosswalks

Existing station 
entrance

Consider improved 
crosswalk striping and 
wider sidewalks where 
possible

Explore opportunities 
to revise 4th Ave S to 
accommodate a wider 
sidewalk and station 
entrance plaza

Explore widening the 
pedestrian walkway by 
reconfiguring access 
to the Union Station 
garage

Consider creating a 
personal mobility hub 
area in the station 
plaza with short-term 
parking for bikes and 
other mobility devices, 
such as scooters, 
while ensuring a clear 
pedestrian route to the 
station entrance 

Partner with the city to 
add a new signalized 
crosswalk

2

1

3

1

2 3

4

4

1

5

5

Coordinate with the city to 
extend the protected bike lane 
on 5th Ave S from S Main St to 
Spring St 

Coordinate with the city to install 
directional signage to bike storage 
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4th Avenue Station  
Shallow Alternative (CID-1a)

and Deep Station Option (CID-1b)
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Living and working near the station
Ideas and recommendations for potential improvements by agencies or partners to support people 
living and working near the station.

Consider transforming 
Union Station into 
a true community 
hub by opening it to 
pop-up retail, food 
and beverage, and 
other supportive 
uses that reflect the 
diverse communities 
of Chinatown-
International District 
and Pioneer Square

Partner with the city 
to widen the Weller 
Street Pedestrian 
Bridge and add a 
second elevator at the 
west end for improved 
access for cyclists and 
people using personal 
mobility devices 

Explore the 
opportunity to leverage 
existing Union Station 
entrances as pathways 
to the light rail station

1

1

2

2

Historic train station with retail kiosks designed to 
complement the station architecture

On game day, the neighborhood is filled with fans, 
many of whom take light rail or Sounder to the 
stadium
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Station could be a catalyst for future 
equitable development in the area, 
including affordable housing and 
affordable commercial space, though 
Sound Transit will have little ability to 
influence this directly with the  
4th Ave Station alternative 

Explore the feasibility of adding 
another pedestrian bridge across 
the BNSF tracks to connect to 
Lumen Field, an expanded Sounder 
platform, and 4th Ave S at S Lane St

Explore the potential to 
create a strong pedestrian 
corridor between Lumen 
Field and S Jackson St 
with trees and wayfinding 
signage to provide an 
alternate route to the 
station after stadium events

4th Avenue Station Shallow 
Alternative (CID-1a)

and Deep Station Option (CID-1b)

International District/
Chinatown Station
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Ballard
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Tunnel ventillation building 
and emergency exit
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Enjoying public space near the station
Ideas and recommendations to enhance and activate community public spaces - such as parks, 
plazas, and amenities - in partnership with others.

Explore ways to enhance public and open 
spaces to increase safety, social connections, 
and physical activity while retaining the 
neighborhood’s historic and cultural character

2
1

2

Explore opportunities 
to redesign the 
plaza to better serve 
passengers and 
the surrounding 
neighborhood; 
consider seating, 
landscaping, 
lighting, weather 
protection, artwork, 
and community-
driven programming 
to include local 
performances, food 
trucks, and pop-up 
retail 

Explore opportunities 
to provide artwork 
and/or landscaping 
at this busy and 
complex intersection in 
coordination with the 
city

Explore alternate 
locations for tunnel 
ventilation and 
emergency egress 
stairs to maintain an 
open plaza in front of 
Union Station

1

Streets in the Chinatown-International District become 
bustling and vibrant public spaces during neighborhood 
festivals and events

Hing Hay Park, located just a block from the light 
rail station, is a pleasant place to gather, rest, and 
exercise
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Partner with community members and 
the city to strengthen the pedestrian 
connection from the station plaza to  
Hing Hay Park by widening the sidewalks 
on S King Street, especially around the 
Historic Chinatown Gate

Coordinate with others to provide amenities like 
pedestrian lighting, street trees, and outdoor 
café zones to support local businesses and 
improve pedestrian safety and comfort Explore potential to redesign  

2nd Ave Extension south of 
Jackson to create new public space 
that reconnects Pioneer Square 
and the Chinatown-International 
District neighborhoods  

4th Avenue Station 
Shallow Alternative (CID-1a)

and Deep Station Option (CID-1b)

International District/
Chinatown Station

N

Ballard
Link Extension
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The expanded International District/Chinatown 
Station would serve the region’s busiest  
multi-modal hub, with three Link light rail lines, 
streetcar, bus, Sounder, and Amtrak services 
all within a two-block vicinity. The station also 
serves Lumen Field and T-Mobile Park, which 
host over 70 major sporting events annually, as 
well as concerts and other events.

As many as 62,000 people could leave a venue 
within a single hour, with about 20 percent of 
those patrons heading to light rail. In addition, 
event patrons may be unfamiliar with transit 
and with the area, posing additional needs for 
wayfinding and information.

Designing the station to best integrate into the 
community involves consideration of how to 
serve and manage large ridership surges, as 
well as identifying opportunities for enhanced 
public spaces that bring riders into the 
neighborhood as patrons of local businesses.

Balancing crowds during events with the needs 
of local community members could result in 
station area improvements and enhanced public 
spaces that benefit both visitors and local 
residents. The diagram to the right highlights 
ideas and opportunities for Sound Transit and 
partner agencies to consider as design concepts 
move forward.

N

Existing 
pedestrian 
travel path

Pedestrian 
travel desire 
line / potential 
connection

Likely future 
pedestrian 
travel path

Consider retrofits or connections to 
existing public staircase between  
S King St and S Jackson St

Explore opportunities to reconnect 
the street grid at S King St to improve 
neighborhood circulation and provide 
additional capacity during special events

Consider extending the station plaza 
to provide an additional path of access 
to the northbound station entrance

Consider closing or restricting access to entrances 
on west side of 4th Ave S to avoid overcrowding and 
safety concerns associated with large events

High surge demand at entrances 
to northbound 2 Line and 3 LineHigh surge demand 

at entrance to 1 Line

Considering transit hub 
and special events needs

International District/
Chinatown Station

4th Avenue Station  
Shallow Alternative (CID-1a)

and Deep Station Option (CID-1b)

Ballard
Link Extension
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Taking into account the needs of community 
members, transit riders, and event goers, this 
page illustrates additional refinements and 
recommendations for the station area and 
proposed station structures. Many of these 
ideas emerged from ongoing discussions and 
coordination on Jackson Hub planning with 
agency partners and community stakeholders. 

•	 A full or partial closure of 2nd Ave Ext could 
calm traffic on S Jackson St, improving transit 
operations and pedestrian safety, and create 
an opportunity for a new access point to the 
Sounder Station.

•	 A replacement structure, or lid, over BNSF 
tracks could provide more generous public 
space connecting Chinatown-International 
District and Pioneer Square neighborhoods, 
and alleviate crowding and safety concerns for 
pedestrians.

•	 A new at-grade crossing and signal at  
4th Ave S and S King St could facilitate 
transfer movements between Link and 
Sounder, and accommodate surge event 
crowds coming from the stadium complex.

•	 A partial return of Union Station to its original 
use as a transit station could provide space 
for retail, food and beverage, and other 
community-oriented uses.

Any of the above proposals would need further 
study and partnering to advance, as they entail 
substantial capital investment along with revisions 
to the street system and traffic circulation.

N

Partner to explore a full closure of 2nd Ave 
Ext S to vehicles, replacing it with a plaza 
lid and a new entry structure providing 
access to Sounder platforms

Create a combined transit and community 
retail hub in the Great Hall and basement 
levels of Union Station, serving the 
neighborhood as well as transit riders

Explore the potential to create 
pedestrian-oriented streets around the 
station entrances to extend the plaza feel 
into the neighborhood and connect to the 
main cultural spine of S King St

Consider opportunities to insert entrances into an 
existing building on the north side of S Jackson St 

Investigate alternative locations for 
ventilation and emergency egress to maintain 
an open plaza in front of Union Station

Consider a partial closure 
of 2nd Ave Ext S between 
S Main St and S Jackson 
St, with dedicated transit 
and bike pathways into the 
Hub station area

Partner to explore additional grade-separated 
connections across the BNSF main line and 
station tracks to improve neighborhood access 
and accommodate crowds during special events
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Planned bike route

Bike and personal 
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Station entrance
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route(s)
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Proposed signalized 
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International District/
Chinatown Station

Potential refinements 
to station context plan

4th Avenue Station 
 Shallow Alternative (CID-1a)
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