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DESIGN
2023-2027*

PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT

Alternatives 
development
2017-2019

Early scoping

Scoping

ST Board identifies 
preferred alternatives and 
other EIS alternatives

PLANNING
2017-2023  

ST3
APPROVED 

2016

*West Seattle: Design is expected to begin in 2023 and be completed in 2026.
Construction and testing is expected to begin in 2026 and be completed in 2032.

*Ballard: Sound Transit is managing the Ballard Link Extension toward a 2037 delivery target by working 
to close a project affordability gap forecasted at approximately $2.2 billion. The agency is seeking to 
reduce or eliminate this gap by increasing funding and support at the local, state and national levels, and 
by reducing costs as the Sound Transit Board considers and adopts project alignment options with input 
from partners and the public. If it is not possible to close the gap, current financial assumptions reflect 
the ability to affordably open service to Smith Cove in 2037, and to Ballard in 2039. 

WE ARE HERE

2016

Environmental
review
2019-2023

Draft Environmental
Impact Statement

Final Environmental
Impact Statement

ST Board selects project
to be built

Federal Record of Decision

August 2022

Stay involved
Sound Transit is committed to meaningful public 
participation. As we all adapt to the challenges caused by 
COVID-19, we are finding creative ways to engage with 
you, including offering virtual meetings and providing more 
opportunities to engage with us digitally.

Equity and inclusion
We are also committed to inclusively engaging historically-
underrepresented communities. If you are interested in 
learning more about this project and how it may affect your 
community, please contact us at 206-903-7229 or 
wsblink@soundtransit.org. We will work with you to find 
an appropriate medium for providing project information.

Project timeline

Current project status:
Environmental review

Expanding light rail 
in Seattle

About the project
The West Seattle and Ballard Link Extensions will 

provide fast, reliable light rail connections to dense 

residential and job centers throughout the region. 

In addition, a new downtown Seattle light rail tunnel 

will provide capacity for the entire regional system 

to operate efficiently. These two separate Link 

extensions are part of the regional transit system 

expansion approved by voters in November 2016.

On Jan. 28, 2022, Sound Transit released a Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for review 
and public comment. The document evaluates 
the potential impacts and benefits of the 
project on the natural and built environment and 
transportation systems, and identifies potential 
mitigation measures. The formal public 
comment period for the Draft EIS closed on 
April 28, 2022. After reviewing the Draft 
EIS and public comments, the Sound 
Transit Board identified the preferred 
alternative for the West Seattle Link 
Extension and requested further study 
for the Ballard Link Extension.
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Realigning project schedules
The steep rise in real estate and construction costs in 
the region have driven up cost estimates for future transit 
expansion projects. In response, the Sound Transit 
Board adopted a realignment plan on Aug. 5, 2021, 
that will serve as a framework for delivering agency 
system expansions as rapidly as possible. 
Learn more at soundtransit.org/realignment.

soundtransit.org/wsblink

Subscribe to project emails 
and learn how to get involved:

soundtransit.org/wsblink
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*Routes and station locations are subject to refinements based on 
ongoing planning and design activities. More detail available in 
the Draft EIS maps.

†Identified by the Sound Transit Board in July 2022.
The Board will also consider the At-Grade South Station 
Option (SODO 1-b) as a possible Preferred Alternative
with future endorsement contingent on resolving with 
partner agencies federal property acquisition
requirements and project funding needs. 
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July 2022: This map shows routes 
 and station locations studied in a Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). 
The Sound Transit Board identified 
the preferred alternative for the West 
Seattle Link Extension. Further study and 
community input are required before the 
Board confirms or modifies the preferred 
alternative for the Ballard Link Extension.*

How did we get here?
From 2017-2019, project staff 
conducted an extensive alternatives 
development process that resulted in 
the Sound Transit Board identifying 
preferred alternatives and other 
alternatives to study in a Draft EIS.

From 2019-2022, project staff 
prepared environmental analyses and 
published a Draft EIS for public review 
and comment. The public comment 
period lasted for 90 days between 
January and April, 2022.

What’s happening now?
The project is in environmental 
review and preliminary design. 
In July 2022, after reviewing the Draft 
EIS and public comments, the Sound 
Transit Board identified the preferred 
alternative for the West Seattle Link 
Extension and requested further study 
for the Ballard Link Extension.

See map  

Further studies
Sound Transit staff will provide 
updates to the Board on progress 
of further studies in November 2022 
and February 2023, after which the 
Board may confirm or modify the 
preferred alternative for the Ballard 
Link Extension.

Station planning
Building light rail isn’t just about 
moving people from place to place, 
it’s also about building community. 
Over the next couple of years, we 
will work with communities along the 
project corridor to help inform early 
station design. It’s our goal to identify 
solutions that best fit the vision for 
your neighborhood and connect more 
people to mass transit.

What’s next?

Final EIS
Responses to Draft EIS comments 
will be included in the Final EIS. The 
Sound Transit Board will then select 
the projects to be built and the Federal 
Transit Administration is expected to 
issue a Record of Decision.

2032  West Seattle Link Extension
  Adds 4.7 miles of light rail service from downtown Seattle to West Seattle’s Alaska Junction neighborhood.
  Includes 4 new stations between SODO and Alaska Junction.

2037-
2039  

Ballard Link Extension
  Adds 7.1 miles of light rail service from downtown Seattle to Ballard’s Market Street area, 
including a new downtown Seattle rail-only tunnel.

  Includes 9 new stations between Chinatown-International District and Market Street.

Routes and station locations currently being studied

2017-2022

2022-2023
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