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Will the Shipyard at Fishermen's terminal be displaced like it would have been with the  Monorail??
 
Please use my new email address dougd@PFIShipyard.com
 
Best Regards,
Pacific Fishermen Shipyard and PFI Marine Electric
Doug Dixon, General Manager
(206) 718-0253
5351 24th Ave NW
Sea�le, WA 98107
www.pacificfishermen.com
 
Please see our YouTube videos:
US Corps of Engineers: Shipyards of the Government Locks
 
Jacques Cousteau's R/V CALYPSO in Ballard
 
HM King Harald V and his Norwegian American Fishing Pioneers at Pacific Fishermen Shipyard
 
Best regards,
Dixon Marine Surveys
John Douglas Dixon, P.E. CXLT
Principal Surveyor/Lead Environmental Auditor
Naval Architect and Marine Engineer
Washington Registra�on No. 21427
ISA Cer�fied English XL Tribometrist
9308 28th Ave NW
Sea�le WA 98117
206-718-0253
 

Light Rail Link to Ballard

 Reply all |

Inbox

DD Doug Dixon <DougD@PFIShipyard.com> 
Mon 2/12, 9:31 AM

WSB Link; Larry Ward <LarryW@pfishipyard.com>; LEIF PEDERSEN <Lpedersen@fv

Entered in EL Needs Response

You forwarded this message on 2/12/2018 1:14 PM

Reply all | Delete Junk | 

mailto:dougd@PFIShipyard.com
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=www.pacificfishermen.com&data=01%7C01%7Cwsblink%40soundtransit.org%7Cb9256073621e4d2fc5df08d5723e7aea%7Cca24b0afd8fb4e629ead8b37062261d0%7C1&sdata=EsO5C%2BqU5%2BeOb7Tz8P7Qu1QvovgfODNc55AY48VUSBU%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FnHqCoLGQSz4&data=01%7C01%7Cwsblink%40soundtransit.org%7Cb9256073621e4d2fc5df08d5723e7aea%7Cca24b0afd8fb4e629ead8b37062261d0%7C1&sdata=pUrWb9S8ZMoxKO0nA9PS9zaaE95OfMTw5bP8wXNUSYg%3D&reserved=0
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\H]Ĝ�IGG_̀v �HGHNH� mZMq_̀ �



��������� ��	
�	�
�����������
	���	�������
��
�	�������������	��	��	��

��������������� �����	 �����!
�!�"����#����
��
���� �������$	����� 
��% ���



��������� ��	
�	�
�������
�	�
�
��
��	����	��
�	�����������	�������	��	���	��
��
�
������������ ���	������!"������������	������
�#���	��
�
�$
�
��	�����%

���$�&�����������''��	�������
���(����)����
��
�������*�$��+	������
�$, ���

�
-./01/�23�435�506/�0708�0�9/:;<./�.04/�34�=>5:�?9/�@�53�1/A9/�5:/�B0..0A2<3CCD4;58E�F;5:/A�AD4�GHI�34�JK5:�?9/�@�3A�0<LD;A/�.042�M0A0../.�53�=>5:?9/�@E � N/M.8�0..OPQRSTU�VWXYZ[\B] B0Â0A0�];./8�_̂ 0Â0A0E6;./8̀ 3D5.336E<3Ca bcXdeSZ�fgfgfhij�iidhh�kl@GB�m;46no//21�N/1M341/ o//21�53�̂/�/45/A/2�;4�Fm
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From: Ray Krueger <RayKrueger@Earthlink.net>
 Sent: Tuesday, February 13, 2018 8:18 PM

 To: WSB Link
 Subject: Mul�pole Questons Re: West Sea�le ST3 Open House

 
I was promised by an Open House greeter that all my written questions will be answered. I may continue into
conversation threads from your response:
 
1.      Where can I visit a current Link site where the elevated guideway is located in the SDOT street right-of-way

with clearances equal, or less than, clearances at the termination of the representative alignment (just west
of California Ave)?

 
2.      What percentage of riders will walk to each station (transit planner's estimates)?

 
3.      What is the planned peak ridership per train from the peninsula during peak periods (AM/PM)?

 
4.      What is Metro's general plan to change their bus network to feed West Seattle Link stations and that plan's

impact on current routes that serve stops across the Duwamish River?
 

5.      What headways are planned within West Seattle (peak/non-peak)?
 

6.      How will the West Seattle Link trains affect the network “spine” headways when the traffic is combined?
 

7.      Will ST adopt the SDOT design for the Fauntleroy Boulevard Project where the two construction designs
overlap?

 
8.      What is the estimated cost increment to tunnel for the segment from Delridge to the Alaska Junction?

 
9.      What is the estimated cost increment to tunnel if a station is eliminated?

 
10.  If a station is eliminated, what will be impact for Metro to service the riders' transferring transit modes?
 
Thank you for your general outreach. I'm sure local groups like JuNO and West Seattle Chamber of Commerce
are likely to invite your outreach as more information is gathered and shared with the public.
 
Ray Krueger

 West Seattle, WA 98126
 (206) 686-4888 (h)

(206) 390-2017 (c)



Good morning,  

I am wondering what accommodations or plans are being made for a park and ride lot in West Seattle to
encourage use of the future light rail line out of West Seattle. As a homeowner and business owner in West
Seattle I feel having a park and ride lot would greatly encourage use of light rail for those of us who live too
far to walk to light rail or taking a bus to a light rail station is not convenient. 

Sincerely, 

Mark Bremen 
Owner, Second Gear Sports 
(206) 935-3552 
info@secondgearsports.com 

West Seattle Light Rail Extension

 Reply all |

Inbox

MB Mark Bremen <info@secondgearsports.com> 
Tue 2/13, 10:11 AM

WSB Link 

You forwarded this message on 2/21/2018 2:03 PM

Reply all | Delete Junk | 
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Please assign to me. Thanks! 

Olivia Rother
Community Outreach Specialist
Design, Engineering & Construction Management
Sound Transit
W: 206-689-3366
Connect with us
facebook.com/SoundTransit
twitter.com/SoundTransit

From: s�ckemup206@gmail.com <s�ckemup206@gmail.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, February 14, 2018 7:18:09 AM 
To: Rother, Olivia 
Subject: Avalon
 
Hello my name is Craig I am writing this email today to wonder and inquire if the location of the Avalon
Way station has been decided for light rail 
My family owns a home on 36th and Dakota and we are pretty excited if there's going to be a station a
block away 
Any insight or information would be appreciated thank you 
Craig 

Sent from my iPad Pro

Fwd: Avalon

 Reply all |

Inbox

Rother, Olivia 
Wed 2/14, 7:57 AM

WSB Link 

Reply all | Delete Junk | 





A�er coming home from your mee�ng last night at the Masonic Lodge I thought of 2 more problems regarding the
path that the light rail might take coming along the south side of the bridge.

1.       The bike trail that runs along the south side of the bridge is THE bike route used by Vashon and West Sea�le
bikers to cross the Duwamish: heavy usage. Any ver�cal supports for the rail could be obstacles making it
more dangerous. It’s already a bit dangerous with pedestrians mixed with bikers. My li�le dog was rear-
ended by a biker when I was walking him on a short leash. I am careful not to walk with my li�le grandsons
along there between 3-6pm.

2.       As I said last night, this Pigeon Point hill is filled with springs that run year round. Currently, one spring drains
out to the sidewalk/bike trail from the northwest corner. We’re in the end house, 3624 22nd Ave SW. There is
another spring on the southeast corner of our lot, 2/3’s up the hill, which is now running south and pours out
on the property 3 houses south of us. They have a pump to keep the water out of their basement. If you were
to build a huge concrete wall on the north end of the hill along the south side of the bridge, where would the
water from the north spring go? Now the hillside is covered with plants and trees that take up a lot of the
water. With a wall, there would be more water looking for a way out of the hill. There are a lots of springs in
this hill.

FYI, the geologist we hired said we’re on Lawton clay.
 
I think the light rail, which I don’t want, needs to go on the north side of the bridge if we have to have it. We’re
very happy with the bus service which will  be even be�er when the 120 becomes a Rapid Ride. We ride the bus
several �mes a week to 1st Ave in town and it has no problems with the traffic. Some�mes the bus is full of
people from the south end of Delridge and we have to stand, though.
 
Sharon Price
3624 22nd Ave SW

West Seattle light rail

 Reply all |

Inbox

J Jim and Sharon Price <jasprice@isomedia.com> 
Wed 2/14, 8:15 PM

WSB Link 

Needs to be entered in EL Response complete

Reply all | Delete Junk | 





Hello,

     I am a resident of West Sea�le, and plan to use the West Sea�le to Ballard line when it opens.

     My commute would be from West Sea�le to downtown Sea�le.  I currently use the 21X, 55, or C lines
(bus) to make this commute.

     I have a ques�on about the SODO sta�on. 

     From 2030 to 2035 a rider commu�ng from West Sea�le to downtown would need to transfer between
the SODO sta�on on the Ballard/West Sea�le line to the SODO sta�on on the exis�ng line from Angle Lake
to Northgate.

     Will the two SODO sta�on pla�orms be right next to one another?  Will there be a long walk involved?  If
so, how many blocks apart are the two SODO sta�ons?

      My reasoning is that if the two SODO Sta�ons are far apart, and/or there is a long wait �me for trains, it
will be faster for me to con�nue using the C, 55 or 21X bus un�l 2035, so that I don't have to make a
transfer.
 
     Thanks!

     Ian 

Question about the SODO station on the Ballard to West Seattle line

 Reply all |

Inbox

IB Ian Babbitt <ianbabbitt@hotmail.com> 
Thu 2/15, 2:51 PM

WSB Link 

Needs Response Needs to be entered in EL

You forwarded this message on 2/21/2018 2:00 PM
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s̀ ĥU 
 {U|c}
Xcc~������
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Hi,

I couldn't figure out how to submit notes on the open house online (where is the submit button?):

 

So I am including my full notes text here:

For the Ballard to Downtown line -
The Smith Cove and Denny stations seem unnecessary. The Seattle Center station should obviate the
Smith Cove station and the Westlake station should obviate the Denny station. In my opinion, leave room
to potentially add these stations in the future, but they are not top priority. I would focus on adding the
Ballard and Seattle Center stations and connect to Westlake. The Interbay station is also a great location
and would serve Magnolia, Queen Anne, and Seattle Pacific University.

I would try to get Ballard to Westlake up and running as quickly as possible and then gradually bring
other stations online.

2035 is so far away! We need this sooner. Are there other funding options available to accelerate this
project? Private partnership options?

Thank you!
-Pat

open house notes

 Reply all |

Inbox

PF Patrick Finnigan <patrick.k.finnigan@gmail.com> 
Today, 1:41 PM

WSB Link 

Reply all | Delete Junk | 
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2/28/2018 Comments on light rail in West Seattle

https://outlook.office.com/owa/wsblink@soundtransit.org/projection.aspx 1/2

To whom it May Concern: 
I want to share my thoughts on the proposed plan for the light rail station at the Genesee/32nd intersection
of West Seattle. As a resident of this neighborhood, I feel a station being dropped in the middle of a single
family home, residential neighborhood is not the best option and is invasive as well as destructive to the
community of home owners.  The impact of such a major station would certainly bring parking to an
impossible level, as it is already used by much of the bus riders like an informal park n’ ride. Also the
amount of people in and out of the neighborhood would significantly increase the litter, petty theft, and
safety concerns. Our neighborhood is already having difficulty mitigating these problems—getting no help
from the city.  

Instead of demolishing homes, I would like to see another plan that utilizes space in a non-residential areas
—such as space North and West of the track and field near the corner of 35th and Avalon.  I fully support
the light rail coming to West Seattle and see it as an asset. But I would expect it to use commercial and
other lands rather than breaking apart and crowding already stressed neighborhoods.   

Respectfully, 
Brynne Burkhalter 
4031 32nd Ave. SW, Seattle 

Comments on light rail in West Seattle

 Reply all |

Early Scoping

BB Brynne Burkhalter <brynne_burkhalter@yahoo.com> 
Wed 2/14, 6:12 PM

WSB Link 
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Hi Doug,

Thank you for your email regarding the West Seattle and Ballard Link Extensions project.
 
The specific route, station locations, and other elements of the West Seattle and Ballard Link Extensions project are
not finalized, so we’re not able to provide a specific answer to your question about how the project may affect
Fishermen’s terminal. However, we can provide more detail about the timeline for the project and how you can stay
involved. Please see below for more details. We look forward to hearing your thoughts and feedback as the project
moves forward.
 
We are at the beginning stages of the project development process for the West Seattle and Ballard Link Extensions,
known as “Alternatives Development”. This process began early this year and will extend through April 2019. We are
beginning our work with the “representative project” that emerged from our prior (ST3) system planning process and
our hope is that over the next year or so we will work towards identifying a “Preferred Alternative” and other
alternatives for the alignment and station locations to evaluate in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS).
Our goal is to publish the DEIS in late 2020, which will be made available for public review, then complete a Final EIS
by mid-2022. Once complete with the environmental review process, we will undertake final design through 2025 and
then construction through 2030. Throughout this process we will be keeping the public informed about the progress of
the work.
 
This is an especially important time to get engaged, so thank you for sharing your question. Your question will be
included in the Early Scoping Summary Report and shared with the Stakeholder Advisory Group, Elected Leadership
Group, and Sound Transit Board. As you can tell, this will be a long process, but new information will be emerging as
we go through the project development process and will be shared with the public as it becomes available. We would
strongly encourage you to stay closely engaged with the project and provide your input, particularly over the next year
as we go through alternatives development. If you aren’t already signed up for the project’s email updates, we
encourage you to do so here. 
 
If you have feedback you’d like to share, please submit your thoughts by emailing us or visiting the online open house.
The online open house will be available until March 5.
 
Thank you again for reaching out to us — while we don’t have a detailed answer regarding how Fishermen’s Terminal
may be affected, feedback like yours is vital to helping shape the project and we hope you’ll continue to stay engaged.
 
Thank you,

Olivia Rother 
West Seattle and Ballard Link Extensions 
Sound Transit
tel 206-903-7229
 
Connect with us
soundtransit.org/wsblink
facebook.com/SoundTransit

Re: Light Rail Link to Ballard

 Reply all |

Sent Items

WL WSB Link 
Today, 4:20 PM

Doug Dixon <DougD@PFIShipyard.com>; Larry Ward <LarryW@pfishipyard.com>;

Needs Response Entered in EL

Reply all | Delete Junk | 

https://www.soundtransit.org/Projects-and-Plans/west-seattle-and-ballard-link-extensions
https://www.soundtransit.org/Projects-and-Plans/west-seattle-and-ballard-link-extensions/stakeholder-advisory-group
https://wsblink.participate.online/comment.html
https://www.soundtransit.org/Projects-and-Plans/west-seattle-and-ballard-link-extensions
http://www.facebook.com/SoundTransit


twitter.com/SoundTransit

 

From: Doug Dixon <DougD@PFIShipyard.com> 
Sent: Monday, February 12, 2018 9:31 AM 
To: WSB Link 
Cc: Larry Ward; LEIF PEDERSEN 
Subject: Light Rail Link to Ballard
 
Will the Shipyard at Fishermen's terminal be displaced like it would have been with the  Monorail??
 
Please use my new email address dougd@PFIShipyard.com
 
Best Regards,
Pacific Fishermen Shipyard and PFI Marine Electric
Doug Dixon, General Manager
(206) 718-0253
5351 24th Ave NW
Seattle, WA 98107
www.pacificfishermen.com
 
Please see our YouTube videos:
US Corps of Engineers: Shipyards of the Government Locks
 
Jacques Cousteau's R/V CALYPSO in Ballard
 
HM King Harald V and his Norwegian American Fishing Pioneers at Pacific Fishermen Shipyard
 
Best regards,
Dixon Marine Surveys
John Douglas Dixon, P.E. CXLT
Principal Surveyor/Lead Environmental Auditor
Naval Architect and Marine Engineer
Washington Registration No. 21427
ISA Certified English XL Tribometrist
9308 28th Ave NW
Seattle WA 98117
206-718-0253
 

http://www.twitter.com/SoundTransit
mailto:dougd@PFIShipyard.com
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=www.pacificfishermen.com&data=01%7C01%7Cwsblink%40soundtransit.org%7Cb9256073621e4d2fc5df08d5723e7aea%7Cca24b0afd8fb4e629ead8b37062261d0%7C1&sdata=EsO5C%2BqU5%2BeOb7Tz8P7Qu1QvovgfODNc55AY48VUSBU%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FnHqCoLGQSz4&data=01%7C01%7Cwsblink%40soundtransit.org%7Cb9256073621e4d2fc5df08d5723e7aea%7Cca24b0afd8fb4e629ead8b37062261d0%7C1&sdata=pUrWb9S8ZMoxKO0nA9PS9zaaE95OfMTw5bP8wXNUSYg%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DGtpde7b8pDo&data=01%7C01%7Cwsblink%40soundtransit.org%7Cb9256073621e4d2fc5df08d5723e7aea%7Cca24b0afd8fb4e629ead8b37062261d0%7C1&sdata=eV5FcxlKXVH4S5xz0F7p%2FWjCBsjMOnJNseBM%2BBhxqnw%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3Dhmq6TB99mz0&data=01%7C01%7Cwsblink%40soundtransit.org%7Cb9256073621e4d2fc5df08d5723e7aea%7Cca24b0afd8fb4e629ead8b37062261d0%7C1&sdata=oZlyXnuHOwsJAuDmgFG2scpTSHo5zu4YSpYtlfVybuc%3D&reserved=0
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Hi Michael,
 
Thank you for your email regarding the West Seattle and Ballard Link Extensions project.
 
Yes, ST3 identified ridership growth and train frequencies that require a new rail-only tunnel through downtown Seattle
to accommodate regional growth. The existing tunnel could not support the train frequencies required once the West
Seattle and Ballard Link extensions are operational.
 
If you have feedback about the project that you’d like to share, please submit your thoughts by emailing us or visiting
the online open house. The online open house will be available until March 5. If you aren’t already signed up for the
project’s email updates, we encourage you to do so here.
 
Thank you for your question, and we hope you will continue to stay engaged with the project. 

Olivia Rother 
West Seattle and Ballard Link Extensions 
Sound Transit
tel 206-903-7229
 
Connect with us
soundtransit.org/wsblink
facebook.com/SoundTransit
twitter.com/SoundTransit

 

From: Michaelobrien <michaelobrien5000@aol.com> 
Sent: Thursday, February 1, 2018 4:38 PM 
To: WSB Link 
Cc: michaelobrien5000@aol.com 
Subject: NEW TRANSIT TUNNEL
 

Sent from my iPhone THERE WAS MENTION PREVIOUSLY ABOUT A SECOND TRANSIT TUNNEL TO
BE BUILT DOWNTOWN. IS THAT STILL BEING PLANNED? 

Re: NEW TRANSIT TUNNEL

 Reply all |

Inbox

WL WSB Link 
Today, 5:20 PM

Michaelobrien <michaelobrien5000@aol.com>; WSB Link 

Response complete Needs to be entered in EL

Reply all | Delete Junk | 

https://www.soundtransit.org/Projects-and-Plans/west-seattle-and-ballard-link-extensions
https://wsblink.participate.online/comment.html
https://www.soundtransit.org/Projects-and-Plans/west-seattle-and-ballard-link-extensions/stakeholder-advisory-group
https://www.soundtransit.org/Projects-and-Plans/west-seattle-and-ballard-link-extensions
http://www.facebook.com/SoundTransit
http://www.twitter.com/SoundTransit




Hi Nathan,
 
Thank you for your email regarding the West Seattle and Ballard Link Extensions project and for sharing your
suggested route via the Google map link.
 
ST3 identified ridership growth and train frequencies that require a new rail-only tunnel through downtown Seattle to
accommodate regional growth. The existing tunnel could not support the train frequencies required once the West
Seattle and Ballard Link extensions are operational. 
 
This is an especially important time to get engaged, so thank you for sharing your questions and comments! Your
feedback will be included in the Early Scoping Summary Report and shared with the project Stakeholder Advisory
Group, Elected Leadership Group, and Sound Transit Board. We encourage you to stay closely engaged with the
project and provide your input, particularly over the next year as we go through alternatives development. If you aren’t
already signed up for the project’s email updates, we encourage you to do so here. 
 
If you have additional feedback you’d like to share, please submit your thoughts by emailing us or visiting the online
open house. The online open house will be available until March 5.
 
Thank you again for reaching out to us. Feedback like yours is vital to helping shape the project and we hope you’ll
continue to stay engaged.

Olivia Rother
West Seattle and Ballard Link Extensions 
Sound Transit
tel 206-903-7229
 
Connect with us
soundtransit.org/wsblink
facebook.com/SoundTransit
twitter.com/SoundTransit

 

From: Nathan Smith <nathan.smith206@gmail.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, January 31, 2018 12:10 PM 
To: WSB Link 
Subject: ques�on about West Sea�le Link?
 
i was looking at proposed map.

Re: question about West Seattle Link?

 Reply all |

Inbox

WL WSB Link 
Today, 5:19 PM

Nathan Smith <nathan.smith206@gmail.com>; WSB Link 

Needs to be entered in EL Response complete

Reply all | Delete Junk | 

https://www.soundtransit.org/Projects-and-Plans/west-seattle-and-ballard-link-extensions
https://www.soundtransit.org/Projects-and-Plans/west-seattle-and-ballard-link-extensions/
https://wsblink.participate.online/comment.html
https://www.soundtransit.org/Projects-and-Plans/west-seattle-and-ballard-link-extensions
http://www.facebook.com/SoundTransit
http://www.twitter.com/SoundTransit


why do need new tunnel downtown can't we use existing up to the point current link turns east?
  then start digging there to split off to Seattle center and Ballard?

then at south end turn towards West Seattle ( should connect to SSCC, Alaska Jct, Westwood Village, White Center)   

https://goo.gl/yvTcit

would think tunneling would make more sense with the roads and housing already compact up there (and we already
have the machines) 

then can put link buses between the parallel routes 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgoo.gl%2FyvTcit&data=01%7C01%7Cwsblink%40soundtransit.org%7C344bb72c8ecd4de86f8508d568e6a9e3%7Cca24b0afd8fb4e629ead8b37062261d0%7C1&sdata=LgaEwaLha5itNHtzOTlkAkrriF%2FQ59KVpNLBb0eBzqk%3D&reserved=0


After reviewing the proposed plans for the light rail track I have noticed that the path of track goes through
my current home. How can we find out if our home will be impacted by this. What are the options for home
owners who will be impacted by the track.  
Please let me know.  
Thanks, 
Katie Merisko

Ballard light rail plans

 Reply all |

Inbox

KM Katherine Merisko <katherinemerisko@gmail.com> 
Today, 9:03 PM

WSB Link 

Needs to be entered in EL Needs Response

Reply all | Delete Junk | 





2/28/2018 West Seattle

https://outlook.office.com/owa/wsblink@soundtransit.org/projection.aspx 1/2

Please do not put the Sound Transit train on California Avenue. The street is already busy with cars, people and bikes.
The big square apartment houses have already ruined the visual ambience of the Junc�on. Put the train and sta�ons
on another street. There are plenty.

West Seattle

 Reply all |

Early Scoping

BW Barbara Wright <bnwright@comcast.net> 
Wed 2/14, 4:12 PM

WSB Link 

Entered in EL

Reply all | Delete Junk | 



2/28/2018 West Seattle

https://outlook.office.com/owa/wsblink@soundtransit.org/projection.aspx 2/2



2/28/2018 West Seattle/Ballard Line

https://outlook.office.com/owa/wsblink@soundtransit.org/projection.aspx 1/2

We need a First Hill sta�on! It never should have been deleted from Phase 1. The neighborhood is con�nuing to
rapidly grow, with many new families; meanwhile, there con�nue to be many seniors (myself included), individuals
with disabili�es, and people living in assisted housing. The street car, though useful, is no subs�tute for being part of
the City-wide Link Light Rail system. We should be served by light rail!
 
David Nemens
1300 University St. #9D
Sea�le, WA 98101
(206) 409-7979
 
 
Sent from Mail for Windows 10
 

West Seattle/Ballard Line

 Reply all |

Early Scoping

DN David Nemens <david.nemens@outlook.com> 

To:

Fri 2/16/2018 11:16 AM

WSB Link 

Entered in EL

Reply all | Delete Junk | 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgo.microsoft.com%2Ffwlink%2F%3FLinkId%3D550986&data=01%7C01%7Cwsblink%40soundtransit.org%7C03ca0a4f8cec467ad75708d57571a619%7Cca24b0afd8fb4e629ead8b37062261d0%7C1&sdata=hTIO7vAXI0JRLGS3kZhsXSpBaRWJELb0jsetG0JJwp8%3D&reserved=0


2/28/2018 West Seattle/Ballard Line

https://outlook.office.com/owa/wsblink@soundtransit.org/projection.aspx 2/2
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3/1/2018 Re: question about West Seattle Link?

https://outlook.office.com/owa/wsblink@soundtransit.org/projection.aspx 1/2

i would think it could handle it if the busses were removed from the tunnels, i mean that is why 3rd ave is
closed to traffic so metro has clear path?

On Tue, Feb 27, 2018 at 5:19 PM, WSB Link <wsblink@soundtransit.org> wrote: 

Hi Nathan,

 

Thank you for your email regarding the West Seattle and Ballard Link Extensions project and for sharing your
suggested route via the Google map link.

 

ST3 identified ridership growth and train frequencies that require a new rail-only tunnel through downtown Seattle to
accommodate regional growth. The existing tunnel could not support the train frequencies required once the West
Seattle and Ballard Link extensions are operational. 

 

This is an especially important time to get engaged, so thank you for sharing your questions and comments! Your
feedback will be included in the Early Scoping Summary Report and shared with the project Stakeholder Advisory
Group, Elected Leadership Group, and Sound Transit Board. We encourage you to stay closely engaged with the
project and provide your input, particularly over the next year as we go through alternatives development. If you
aren’t already signed up for the project’s email updates, we encourage you to do so here. 

 

If you have additional feedback you’d like to share, please submit your thoughts by emailing us or visiting the online
open house. The online open house will be available until March 5.

 

Thank you again for reaching out to us. Feedback like yours is vital to helping shape the project and we hope you’ll
continue to stay engaged.

 

 

Olivia Rother

West Seattle and Ballard Link Extensions 

Sound Transit

Re: question about West Seattle Link?

 Reply all |

Inbox

NS Nathan Smith <nathan.smith206@gmail.com> 

To:

Wed 2/28/2018 11:15 AM

WSB Link 

Needs Response Entered in EL

Reply all | Delete Junk | 

mailto:wsblink@soundtransit.org
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.soundtransit.org%2FProjects-and-Plans%2Fwest-seattle-and-ballard-link-extensions&data=01%7C01%7Cwsblink%40soundtransit.org%7C909f68bb01714ada7f3f08d57edfa7dd%7Cca24b0afd8fb4e629ead8b37062261d0%7C1&sdata=rMAHOxaVYLPyXi0v2rTCZNEpKpmMCZtskJMz02kMEpc%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.soundtransit.org%2FProjects-and-Plans%2Fwest-seattle-and-ballard-link-extensions%2F&data=01%7C01%7Cwsblink%40soundtransit.org%7C909f68bb01714ada7f3f08d57edfa7dd%7Cca24b0afd8fb4e629ead8b37062261d0%7C1&sdata=5mn4BteT9FnI%2FBf%2F9bkcg9TLpcrJP88pt50VsxFaEpg%3D&reserved=0
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3/1/2018 Re: question about West Seattle Link?

https://outlook.office.com/owa/wsblink@soundtransit.org/projection.aspx 2/2

tel 206-903-7229

 

Connect with us

soundtransit.org/wsblink

facebook.com/SoundTransit

twitter.com/SoundTransit

 

 
 

From: Nathan Smith <nathan.smith206@gmail.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, January 31, 2018 12:10 PM 
To: WSB Link 
Subject: ques�on about West Sea�le Link?
 
i was looking at proposed map.
 
why do need new tunnel downtown can't we use existing up to the point current link turns east?
  then start digging there to split off to Seattle center and Ballard?
 
then at south end turn towards West Seattle ( should connect to SSCC, Alaska Jct, Westwood Village, White
Center)   
 
https://goo.gl/yvTcit
 
would think tunneling would make more sense with the roads and housing already compact up there (and we
already have the machines) 
 
then can put link buses between the parallel routes 

tel:(206)%20903-7229
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.soundtransit.org%2FProjects-and-Plans%2Fwest-seattle-and-ballard-link-extensions&data=01%7C01%7Cwsblink%40soundtransit.org%7C909f68bb01714ada7f3f08d57edfa7dd%7Cca24b0afd8fb4e629ead8b37062261d0%7C1&sdata=rMAHOxaVYLPyXi0v2rTCZNEpKpmMCZtskJMz02kMEpc%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FSoundTransit&data=01%7C01%7Cwsblink%40soundtransit.org%7C909f68bb01714ada7f3f08d57edfa7dd%7Cca24b0afd8fb4e629ead8b37062261d0%7C1&sdata=tuMlnsVb8rOPk6Omij2nkPlyeSI24aNR%2FAQNhpGtsN8%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.twitter.com%2FSoundTransit&data=01%7C01%7Cwsblink%40soundtransit.org%7C909f68bb01714ada7f3f08d57edfa7dd%7Cca24b0afd8fb4e629ead8b37062261d0%7C1&sdata=gar5p01svn77AFZgHs7gE4PYC1h8%2FlnITJ0j3qsNskA%3D&reserved=0
mailto:nathan.smith206@gmail.com
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Alternative A

Turn above the skate
park to avoid issues
with turning above an 
existing neighborhood

Instead of building a giant elevated structure 
along Genesee, cross the golf course at a 
lower elevated level and then go underground 
near the West Seattle stadium.
(Note: The neighborhood generally views the 
current golf course as a poorly used city asset 
and would be open to repurposing it toward 
transit, a public park and potentially housing.)

Avalon station at the location of the current 
West Seattle stadium. Easy access for 
construction, no land acquisition issues, space 
for park & ride and proximate to large number
of riders from nearby multi-family housing.

West Seattle Junction 
underground station under Alaska 
with public space on top. Provides 
highly valuable infrastructure for 
large number of residents and 
nearby businesses without 
negative impact on livability.



Alternative B

Redevelop this public park to 
include an elevated station, 
thus vastly expanding the 
potential ridership from 
residential areas south to 
the park.

Move Delridge station 
south instead of 
locating it here (see 
below).

Instead of building a giant elevated structure 
along Genesee, cross the golf course at a 
lower elevated level and then go underground 
near the West Seattle stadium.
(Note: The neighborhood generally views the 
current golf course as a poorly used city asset 
and would be open to repurposing it toward 
transit, a public park and potentially housing.)

West Seattle Junction underground station next to 
Fauntleroy Way in the “triangle”. Great location for 
a new urban center & transit hub due to central 
location and major development potential for 
housing, commercial and public space. Provides 
highly valuable infrastructure for large number of 
residents and nearby businesses without negative 
impact on livability.
This station location would reduce the need for an
Avalon station and thus free up funds for the tunnel. 

Orientation of the station would 
allow for future south extension 
along Fauntleroy Way (above or 
below ground).



Hello,

I live in West Sea�le. I take a bus to downtown Sea�le every day to work and about 90% of the �me I go
into central Sea�le on the weekends.

I am in favor of improvements in public transporta�on.  I voted for ST3 and the extension of light rail to
West Sea�le.  However based on the ini�al maps that have been made available for public view, I cannot
support the plans as proposed.  
1) I do not see the need for 3 sta�ons.  Is there really value in a Genesee Street sta�on?  
2) If there were only 2 sta�ons, would that provide enough money to consider tunnels rather than
overhead rail line?
3) The rail line would be so high, going through a very dense environment, I ques�on its safety.
3) The height and loca�on of the proposed rail lines would destroy the character of West Sea�le.  If this is
really what Sound Transit has in mind, I cannot support the rail line extension.  
Instead, just add more buses.   

Suzanne Youles
3224 SW Genesee St.

Light Rail Extension to West Seattle

 Reply all |

Inbox

SY Suzanne Youles <spyoules@hotmail.com> 
Sun 3/4, 8:16 PM

WSB Link 

Needs to be entered in EL Needs Response

Reply all | Delete Junk | 
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Dear ST3 Planners, 
 
I appreciate the opportunity to provide input on the alignment on the light rail extension to West Seattle. After discussion with
neighbors, reading countless comments online and studying the pros & cons of various options, it seems that two
alternatives are the most promising ones to meet the needs of the community while also being realistic from a feasibility
standpoint. 
 
In the attached maps, you'll find them drawn as Alternatives A and B with some annotations to explain the rationale behind
the recommended routes and station locations. 
 
I hope this is helpful input as you evolve your plans. Our neighborhood (including myself) would certainly appreciate further
dialogue on this important issue.
 
Sincerely Paul Haury
4115 32nd Ave SW
 

Recommended Alternatives for West Seattle Link Extensions
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Alternative A

Turn above the skate
park to avoid issues
with turning above an 
existing neighborhood

Instead of building a giant elevated structure 
along Genesee, cross the golf course at a 
lower elevated level and then go underground 
near the West Seattle stadium.
(Note: The neighborhood generally views the 
current golf course as a poorly used city asset 
and would be open to repurposing it toward 
transit, a public park and potentially housing.)

Avalon station at the location of the current 
West Seattle stadium. Easy access for 
construction, no land acquisition issues, space 
for park & ride and proximate to large number
of riders from nearby multi-family housing.

West Seattle Junction 
underground station under Alaska 
with public space on top. Provides 
highly valuable infrastructure for 
large number of residents and 
nearby businesses without 
negative impact on livability.



Alternative B

Redevelop this public park to 
include an elevated station, 
thus vastly expanding the 
potential ridership from 
residential areas south to 
the park.

Move Delridge station 
south instead of 
locating it here (see 
below).

Instead of building a giant elevated structure 
along Genesee, cross the golf course at a 
lower elevated level and then go underground 
near the West Seattle stadium.
(Note: The neighborhood generally views the 
current golf course as a poorly used city asset 
and would be open to repurposing it toward 
transit, a public park and potentially housing.)

West Seattle Junction underground station next to 
Fauntleroy Way in the “triangle”. Great location for 
a new urban center & transit hub due to central 
location and major development potential for 
housing, commercial and public space. Provides 
highly valuable infrastructure for large number of 
residents and nearby businesses without negative 
impact on livability.
This station location would reduce the need for an
Avalon station and thus free up funds for the tunnel. 

Orientation of the station would 
allow for future south extension 
along Fauntleroy Way (above or 
below ground).



Dear ST3 Planners, 

I appreciate the opportunity to provide input on the alignment on the light rail extension to West
Seattle. After discussion with neighbors, reading countless comments online and studying the
pros & cons of various options, it seems that two alternatives are the most promising ones to
meet the needs of the community while also being realistic from a feasibility standpoint. 

In the attached maps, you'll find them drawn as Alternatives A and B with some annotations to
explain the rationale behind the recommended routes and station locations. 

I hope this is helpful input as you evolve your plans. Our neighborhood (including myself) would
certainly appreciate further dialogue on this important issue. The Community Outreach event on
Feb 13 was informative, but I was a bit disappointed that we didn't get to hear Sound Transit's
rationale for the "representative alignment" and engage in an interactive dialogue on the choices
to be made... 

Thank you

Kathryn Vitelli
3112 SW Avalon Way Unit 202
Seattle, WA 98126
 

 
 

Recommended Alternatives for West Seattle Link Extensions
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Alternative A

Turn above the skate
park to avoid issues
with turning above an 
existing neighborhood

Instead of building a giant elevated structure 
along Genesee, cross the golf course at a 
lower elevated level and then go underground 
near the West Seattle stadium.
(Note: The neighborhood generally views the 
current golf course as a poorly used city asset 
and would be open to repurposing it toward 
transit, a public park and potentially housing.)

Avalon station at the location of the current 
West Seattle stadium. Easy access for 
construction, no land acquisition issues, space 
for park & ride and proximate to large number
of riders from nearby multi-family housing.

West Seattle Junction 
underground station under Alaska 
with public space on top. Provides 
highly valuable infrastructure for 
large number of residents and 
nearby businesses without 
negative impact on livability.



Alternative B

Redevelop this public park to 
include an elevated station, 
thus vastly expanding the 
potential ridership from 
residential areas south to 
the park.

Move Delridge station 
south instead of 
locating it here (see 
below).

Instead of building a giant elevated structure 
along Genesee, cross the golf course at a 
lower elevated level and then go underground 
near the West Seattle stadium.
(Note: The neighborhood generally views the 
current golf course as a poorly used city asset 
and would be open to repurposing it toward 
transit, a public park and potentially housing.)

West Seattle Junction underground station next to 
Fauntleroy Way in the “triangle”. Great location for 
a new urban center & transit hub due to central 
location and major development potential for 
housing, commercial and public space. Provides 
highly valuable infrastructure for large number of 
residents and nearby businesses without negative 
impact on livability.
This station location would reduce the need for an
Avalon station and thus free up funds for the tunnel. 

Orientation of the station would 
allow for future south extension 
along Fauntleroy Way (above or 
below ground).



Please consider these alternatives.  
Thank you 

ST3
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Alternative A

Turn above the skate
park to avoid issues
with turning above an 
existing neighborhood

Instead of building a giant elevated structure 
along Genesee, cross the golf course at a 
lower elevated level and then go underground 
near the West Seattle stadium.
(Note: The neighborhood generally views the 
current golf course as a poorly used city asset 
and would be open to repurposing it toward 
transit, a public park and potentially housing.)

Avalon station at the location of the current 
West Seattle stadium. Easy access for 
construction, no land acquisition issues, space 
for park & ride and proximate to large number
of riders from nearby multi-family housing.

West Seattle Junction 
underground station under Alaska 
with public space on top. Provides 
highly valuable infrastructure for 
large number of residents and 
nearby businesses without 
negative impact on livability.



Alternative B

Redevelop this public park to 
include an elevated station, 
thus vastly expanding the 
potential ridership from 
residential areas south to 
the park.

Move Delridge station 
south instead of 
locating it here (see 
below).

Instead of building a giant elevated structure 
along Genesee, cross the golf course at a 
lower elevated level and then go underground 
near the West Seattle stadium.
(Note: The neighborhood generally views the 
current golf course as a poorly used city asset 
and would be open to repurposing it toward 
transit, a public park and potentially housing.)

West Seattle Junction underground station next to 
Fauntleroy Way in the “triangle”. Great location for 
a new urban center & transit hub due to central 
location and major development potential for 
housing, commercial and public space. Provides 
highly valuable infrastructure for large number of 
residents and nearby businesses without negative 
impact on livability.
This station location would reduce the need for an
Avalon station and thus free up funds for the tunnel. 

Orientation of the station would 
allow for future south extension 
along Fauntleroy Way (above or 
below ground).



Dear West Seattle ST3 Planners,

I am for the light rail being underground before it reaches downtown WS.  Having an above ground route
as planned would  ruin the character of the Junction and congest an already crowded area.   The
alternative routes provided by West Seattle JUNO make a lot more sense for our small downtown.   I have
attached their suggestions along with others.

I like the idea of using part of the golf course to reach the Junction.  Fewer people would be displaced
and a shorter tunnel would be needed.  Some of the cost for the tunnel would be offset by the savings of
buying out homes in the current path.

I would like for the golf course to be redesigned around the rail if possible. I definitely want it to remain a
green area. No home developments.

Thank you for taking the time and allowing our views and suggestions to be heard. Please think of what
we want to leave for our future generations.

Sincerely
Carlos Espinosa 
3202 SW Avalon Way #304

West Seattle Light Rail
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Provided by Rich Koehler 

Junction Neighborhood Organization



Alternative A

Turn above the skate 
park to avoid issues 
with turning above an 
existing neighborhood

Instead of building a giant elevated structure 
along Genesee, cross the golf course at a 
lower elevated level and then go underground 
near the West Seattle stadium.
(Note: The neighborhood generally views the 
current golf course as a poorly used city asset 
and would be open to repurposing it toward 
transit, a public park and potentially housing.)

Avalon station at the location of the current 
West Seattle stadium. Easy access for 
construction, no land acquisition issues, space 
for park & ride and proximate to large number 
of riders from nearby multi-family housing.

West Seattle Junction 
underground station under Alaska 
with public space on top. Provides 
highly valuable infrastructure for 
large number of residents and 
nearby businesses without 
negative impact on livability.



Alternative B

Redevelop this public park to 
include an elevated station, 
thus vastly expanding the 
potential ridership from 
residential areas south to 
the park.

Move Delridge station 
south instead of 
locating it here (see 
below).

Instead of building a giant elevated structure 
along Genesee, cross the golf course at a 
lower elevated level and then go underground 
near the West Seattle stadium.
(Note: The neighborhood generally views the 
current golf course as a poorly used city asset 
and would be open to repurposing it toward 
transit, a public park and potentially housing.)

West Seattle Junction underground station next to 
Fauntleroy Way in the “triangle”. Great location for 
a new urban center & transit hub due to central 
location and major development potential for 
housing, commercial and public space. Provides 
highly valuable infrastructure for large number of 
residents and nearby businesses without negative 
impact on livability.
This station location would reduce the need for an 
Avalon station and thus free up funds for the tunnel. 

Orientation of the station would 
allow for future south extension 
along Fauntleroy Way (above or 
below ground).



Dear Sir or Madam:
 
I would like to comment on two aspects of the proposed Ballard Link extension. My first area of comment concerns
project scope and phasing. I understand that the eventual plan is to have a second downtown tunnel parallel to the
first, with trains running on various segments of the “X” formed by Ballard, Lynnwood, Redmond, and Tacoma. I have
no opposi�on to the construc�on of that second tunnel, but suggest that it not be prerequisite for beginning service
to Ballard. If an intermediate-term line were constructed from Ballard, with an interim terminus at South Lake Union,
or Denny, or Westlake, both current bus ridership numbers and my own commu�ng experience would suggest
substan�al demand for that route. How much earlier that route could be delivered if it were unbundled from the full
project is, I submit, a topic worth studying.
 
My second area of comment concerns rou�ng through Interbay and the Salmon Bay crossing. I fully concur with the
Northwest Sea�le Coali�on for Sound Transit 3, in that the C-01c op�on is a far superior alterna�ve for preserving
traffic func�oning on 15th Avenue West, and for avoiding displacement to the businesses in, adjacent to, and
opposite from Fishermen’s Terminal. The Ballard light industrial businesses suppor�ng mari�me trades are an asset
that would be easily displaced, and not easily replaced. Even if modifica�ons needed to be made to that op�on to
make it affordable within current bonding authority, a rou�ng west of 15th Avenue West is an op�on worthy of
detailed study. I understand that efforts are underway to consider alterna�ves as quickly as possible, so that design
and construc�on may in turn proceed as quickly as possible—but a poorly considered route opening in sixteen years,
rather than in seventeen years, would be a very unfortunate result of those efforts.
 
I thank you in advance for a though�ul and thorough approach to considering the various alterna�ves, and to these
two subjects in par�cular.
 
Sincerely yours,
Thomas R. Auer
5650 24th Avenue NW

Ballard Link extension comments
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Hello,

I wanted to start out by saying that I support the ST3 projects wholeheartedly. That being said, as a
homeowner in the Youngstown area of North Delridge, I would like to share some comments and
concerns about the proposed alignment between the Delridge and Avalon stations.

The first concern that I have is the turn from Delridge Way SW to Genesee Street SW. The elevated
structure would cut across an area of single family homes and townhouses, many of which are brand new.
While I wouldn't be personally affected, it would be a shame to have to tear down so many new homes to
support the structure. It wouldn't be just a couple of properties either. I bet that many of the residents
wouldn't be happy having the elevated tracks go right above their homes, so realistically, much of the
area between Delridge Way SW and 26th Avenue SW and SW Dakota Street and SW Genesee Street
would have to be demolished.

My second concern is the elevated structure along SW Genesee Street, which is a relatively narrow two-
lane road. There is obviously no room to run the pylons in the middle of the street, so the only realistic
option is to have them on the West Seattle Golf Course grounds. As we all know, SW Genesee Street is
very steep between 30th Ave SW and SW Avalon Way, which will necessitate very tall pylons if the entire
alignment is meant to be elevated. Based on your planning documents, the structure would be 160 feet
above ground, equivalent to a 16-story building and higher than the West Seattle Bridge -- all of this
right next to a neighborhood where no houses are taller than 3 stories. That's incredibly out of scale with
the surroundings, and it's certainly not cheap to construct an elevated guideway and pylons that tall.

In the end, I have two suggestions for the alignment. I'm aware of the budgetary constraints that might
prevent any tunneling, but if there are funds, it would make sense to use it for the final mile to Alaska
Junction. In such a case, the elevated structure could run along SW Genesee Street on the northern edge
of the West Seattle Golf Course grounds but at a more reasonable height of 50 feet above ground and
then enter the hillside at SW Genesee Street and SW Avalon Way for the final tunneled section. The
Avalon station could even be right where the tunnel begins at SW Avalon Way and SW Genesee Street
instead of tucked away off Avalon Way in the middle of a low-density single-family neighborhood. I do
not support deferring the Avalon station to pay for the tunneling as some have suggested. There is
considerable residential density (and room for more) along SW Avalon Way between 35th Ave SW and
SW Andover Street. If the station were to be deferred, these people would be more or less cut off from
the light rail system because the walk to either the Delridge or the Alaska Junction station would simply
be too long.

Comments and concerns about ST3 Delridge-Avalon alignment
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My second suggestion, if no tunneling is feasible whatsoever, is to make the turn from the Delridge
station at SW Andover Street instead of SW Genesee Street. This elevated alignment has several
advantages. The first advantage is that you wouldn't have to tear down any homes like with proposed SW
Genesee Street alignment. The stretch of SW Andover Street between Delridge Way SW and SW Avalon
Way has no residential buildings and is surrounded by Nucor and parking lots, where an elevated
structure or any noise wouldn't be a problem. The grade to SW Avalon Way is also not nearly as steep as
on SW Genesee Street, so the pylons could be 50 feet tall for much of the way rather than 160 feet tall.
After reaching 28th Avenue SW, the elevated tracks would then rise and curve south and enter SW Avalon
Way in the vicinity of SW Yancy Street. This curved section would go above land that is currently used for
what appears to be outdoor storage for Nucor, followed by a self-storage facility, where an elevated
structure would be less of a problem than above residential buildings. The elevated tracks would then
continue south, down the middle of SW Avalon Way toward Alaska Junction. The final benefit of this
alignment is that you can now place the Avalon station at any point along SW Avalon Way between SW
Yancy Street and 35th Avenue SW that makes the most sense from a bus connection standpoint or to
maximize the walkshed. Provided that there is no budget for tunneling, I believe that this alignment is far
superior compared to the proposed SW Genesee Street alignment in terms of cost, engineering and
mitigating impact on surrounding residential areas, while still covering the areas where the residential
density and potential ridership are the highest.

I hope you take my suggestions into consideration.

Thank you,

Mark Kumpula 
SW Nevada Street   



 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the scoping of the high capacity transit service from
downtown Seattle to Ballard.
 
This study will have a significant multifaceted longtime impact on Seattle, and the scope of the
environmental impact study should consider all reasonable alternatives in terms of routing and
station locations between downtown Seattle and Ballard. At the moment, only one alternative is
being shared with the community. Seattle deserves a broader scope of alternative - each of which
are to be subjectively evaluated by a pre-defined list of performance and long-term cost criteria
(see email of Feb 15 below).
 
 
Please refer to the attached comments applied to the map of the Downtown-Ballard west route. It
is not clear why this west route was neglected in public open houses. If there are perceived
weaknesses to the route, what are they? Rectifying these weaknesses with an alternative west
route scope shall be considered at this early stage.
 
 
These annotations primarily seek a tunnel below Salmon Bay as was similarly done with the rail
tunnel to the UW Seattle campus. The attached map markup provides two alternatives within this
west route. The two alternatives show different Ballard termination possibilities including the
impact to Ballard and en-route businesses.
 

whereas it makes sense to reduce impacts to natural habitats and urban forests and trees;
whereas it makes good sense to tunnel the line below Salmon Bay;
whereas it makes financial sense to consolidate Seattle rail locations to zones within the city
whereas it makes sense to keep 15th Ave West available for bus, car, and truck delivery
traffic
whereas it makes sense to bring the Expedia station location closer to the pedestrians
served
whereas it makes sense to promote Port businesses rather than destruct.

 
Please consider the attached route west of 15th along the freight rail.
 
 
Thank you!

 

Light Rail to Ballard - sufficient number of alternatives
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David Moehring AIA
Architect and Planner
Board Member, Magnolia Community Council
Board Member, TreePAC
Founding Member, Baker Street Community Group 
3444 23rd Ave W, #B
Seattle WA 98199
 
 
 

Sent: Thursday, February 15, 2018 at 2:16 PM 
From: "David Moehring" <dmoehring@consultant.com> 
To: bowman.s@portseattle.org 
Cc: wsblink@soundtransit.org, EmailTheBoard@soundtransit.org, "Matt Adkins"
<matthew.t.adkins@gmail.com>, sally.bagshaw@seattle.gov, "burchdaveaol.com" <burchdave@aol.com>,
"Stephen DeForest" <sdeforest@foxrothschild.com>, "Janis Traven" <janistraven@comcast.net>, "Carrie
Frankenburg" <carriefrankenburg@gmail.com>, "Carol Burton" <ctburton7@gmail.com> 
Subject: Light Rail to Ballard - establishing criteria

 
Hello Stephanie-
 
My wife and I live in the Magnolia/Interbay neighborhood on 23rd Avenue West, and we I am
interested in participating in the long-term planning of the Downtown to Ballard Light Rail
Route. I definitely support the light rail route, but I would like for Sound Transit to study
additional variations in the routing alternatives that will involve reduced environmental
impacts while providing benefits to Seattle and our region.
 
 
In order to subjectively and properly evaluate different approaches, it is important to first
establish the criteria for which an study would be evaluated. The criteria could include several
aspects:

travel time on light-rail (at different times of day) and differential from no-build;
reduction of commuter vehicle traffic;
reduction of vehicle travel hours;
person / rider throughput;
job # accessibility (relative to stop number and locations);
productivity increases based on travel time savings);
# of trips possible;
initial cost;
long-term maintenance (and operational?) costs;
emergency evacuation capacity;
safety risks (personal injury and train to vehicle crashes);
noise remediation to residential and institutional areas;
impact to climate change;
social equity;
impacts to business growth and development by sub-area;
concurrent infrastructure opportunities;
consequences and repercussions of seismic damage with overhead light rail options;
interruption with truck, ship, freight traffic;
impacts to Seattle's Tree Canopy Cover and 2037 goals for 30% coverage; and
impacts to salmon, heron, and other behaviors of the natural habitat.

 
To demonstrate what this might involve, I have attached an example of multimodal evaluation
for reference purposes only.
 



We would like Sound Transit's engineers to study placing the light rail route west of 15th Ave.
W within the general area of the existing freight rail. As you may know, 15th Ave. W is a city
designated Major Freight Route and is very important to our friends and community members
that work in the marine, industrial, and freight industries along the Ship Canal. Also, 15th Ave.
W carries about twice as much traffic as Martin Luther King Way and with the growth of
Interbay and the coming of the Expedia World Headquarters to Smith Cove, this north-south
arterial will experience a high demand for intermodal transportation.
 
 
The 15th Ave W route seems like a simple solution, but in turn creates a myriad of urban
issues. This highly used pathway must be maintained for bus routes D, 29, 31, 33, etc... that
require more intermittent stops than the light rail is intended to provide. A movable bridge
over the canal is far less reliable and will impact travel times and ship schedules. A rail tunnel
(as was built through Capital Hill to the UW campus) promises better service and reduced
environmental impacts. The western route as currently planned needs further consideration of
value added propositions. These options may also further evolve when examining results on
defined criteria.
 
"What if..." is the key preface of inquiry at this early stage of the process.
 
Designing a transportation system in 2020 that will endure (and perhaps expand) over
Seattle's next 100 years is best with a tunnel verses a drawbridge.
 
I'm not sure of what the best way to funnel these thoughts to the relevant parties, but I trust
that you might know.
 
Kind Regards!
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Below for demonstration purposes only:



 
 

David Moehring AIA NCARB
3444 23rd Ave W, #B
Seattle WA 98199
 

 



















Early scoping comment.
 
From: Web Feedback  
Sent: Tuesday, March 06, 2018 8:29 AM 
To: John Cornelison <st@VashonDesign.com> 
Subject: RE: Feedback Form: Impossible to find feedback forms! CRM:0261947
 

Hi John.

Thanks for the feedback. I'm sorry for the issues you had trying to get to the West Seattle/Ballard comments.

I'm not sure how KUOW directed listeners but our project website directly linked to the online open house.
The address is www.soundtransit.org/wsblink. I am in the process of removing the links to the comments
now since that comment period has passed. If you are interested in this project, there's an email signup form
on our project site where you can receive project updates.

I see the comment form has closed, but I will forward your comments to the Andrea Burnett, our community
outreach lead for this project.

Again I apologize for the difficulty.

Matt Delgado 
Sound Transit Digital Communications

------------------- Original Message ------------------- 
From: John Cornelison 
Received: Mon Mar 05 2018 16:15:50 GMT-0800 (Pacific Standard Time) 
To: Web Feedback 
Subject: Feedback Form: Impossible to find feedback forms! 

The following message was submitted via the Web Feedback submission form on www.soundtransit.org. 

Name: John Cornelison 
Email: st@VashonDesign.com 
Subject: Impossible to find feedback forms! 
System: Mozilla/5.0 (Windows NT 10.0; Win64; x64) AppleWebKit/537.36 (KHTML, like Gecko)
Chrome/63.0.3239.132 Safari/537.36 

FW: Feedback Form: Impossible to find feedback forms! CRM:0261947
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Site: Desktop 
Topic: Locating specific content on the website 
Details: 
I'd like to submit comments on the West Seattle Link Extension - as mentioned on KUOW. Apparently
comments end today, but there is no obvious way to find how to submit comments... I'm a web developer
and hadn't found it after 10 minutes of reading about the project and wandering elsewhere on the site.  

Anyway, my comment is to PLEASE consider extending the light rail line to the Fauntelroy Ferry terminal,
or better yet to Westwood Village as that is where your nearest transit hub is, and if you don't connect them
if leaves us in between stranded. The Rapid Ride C is nice, but it involves double transfers and will
doubtless reduce ridership versus a seamlessly connected system. Continuing the line woudl unite Vashon
and Southworth traffic and make total sense to those 10K's of riders per day - especially projected for future
ridership..



Please do these as planned in the video, i feel those are some of the best locations to ease and help traffic
congestion. I actually like this plan. 
Make it elevated and make it fast 
 I think this plan is a winner in West Seattle 
Lifelong resident since 84 
Don't listen to Juno, screw tunnels 
 keep it elevated  
keep it simple  
keep it fast 
💚💙 
Craig teagardin 

Sent from my iPad Pro

Avalon alaska and delridge stations
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Hello, 

Very happy to see light rail coming to West Seattle. I attended and appreciated the neighborhood
presentation on 2/13.  I live at 4143 32nd Ave SW near where Genesse and Avalon meet and very close to
the proposed Avalon station. I am a 16 resident neighborhood; I know the area  well and commute
regularly to downtown via the C-Line bus.  The current elevated plan needs to be fine tuned; you will find
two very good alternatives depicted in the attached PDF.  

Rather than describe the faults of the existing plan I will focus on the strengths of these alternatives:

Both alternatives should cost less. Why? Fewer stations, less intersection with existing public and
private structures and a massive climb up Genesse Hill is avoided. 
Both alternatives  should quicken build time. Why? Less interaction with existing roads, shortens the
rail line and eliminates complexity.
The 1st alternative with a station at West Seattle Stadium syncs will with the existing C-Line bus
stop that will bring riders to the rail station.  
The parking lot at WS Stadium is currently under utilized and could by turned into a revenue
generating Parking Garage drawing riders to the train or bus for the final leg of their commute. 
Both alternatives eliminate the elevated line to the “Junction”; residents of West Seattle do not want
a monorail like structure running to the junction. 
Alternative B with the Fauntleroy Triangle Station positions the line to push South down Fauntleroy
in the future. The is better than the currently proposed dead-end station at the Alaska Junction. 

Hope you and the team will give these alternatives consideration. Both are less complex, less costly and
will better serve the community now and in the future. 

Thank you, 

Gary Reifel
206-601-1051

ST3 - Love the idea but let's work on the design
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gary.reifel@gmail.com

mailto:gary.reifel@gmail.com


Thanks so much for reaching out to our community! We're excited to welcome a much needed light rail
line to our neighborhood but need it to work with the scale of our area. In studying initial alternates for
our line, please consider tunneling under our hill. Though we know costs of a tunnel are more my family
beliefs you could remove the Avalon station and shif a junction station a block or so east. With an
entrance on the east side of Fauntleroy you'll pick up many of the rid re an avalon station would while not
wasting such a station on an are with challenging topography and dead zones for ridership like the West
Seattle freeway and golf course. Speaking of golf course, work with the city to utilize that land for the
tunnel entrance to benefit more of us than a "green space" that's really for the golf playing few. We also
feel costs could be cut by increasing the walksheds of this line's stations from 5 minutes to the 10 minute
transportation hub walksheds the city is using to expand urban village boundaries. There are stations near
SLU and in the Magnolia cut that could be cut to save costs while not hurting ridership.

Thanks again and we look forward to working with our community and Sound Transit to find the best
solution that fits our neighborhood.

Kevin Freitas
4747 36th Ave SW
Seattle, WA 98126

West Seattle light rail feedback
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I think the current draft is very flawed. I prefer option A in the attached PDF, but I believe other options
might be out there that are even better, all are better than what is currently proposed. 

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone

-------- Original message --------
From: RENE COMMONS <rcommons@jetcitystudio.com>
Date: 3/5/18 3:33 PM (GMT-08:00)
To: Michael Commons <MCommons@WesternPeterbilt.com>
Subject: ST3 options from Andri

Begin forwarded message:

From: lisa zerkowitz <asilzerk@comcast.net> 
Subject: Andri's files 
Date: March 5, 2018 at 3:31:39 PM PST 
To: Rene Commons <recommons@icloud.com> 

Fwd: ST3 options from Andri
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Alternative A

Turn above the skate
park to avoid issues
with turning above an 
existing neighborhood

Instead of building a giant elevated structure 
along Genesee, cross the golf course at a 
lower elevated level and then go underground 
near the West Seattle stadium.
(Note: The neighborhood generally views the 
current golf course as a poorly used city asset 
and would be open to repurposing it toward 
transit, a public park and potentially housing.)

Avalon station at the location of the current 
West Seattle stadium. Easy access for 
construction, no land acquisition issues, space 
for park & ride and proximate to large number
of riders from nearby multi-family housing.

West Seattle Junction 
underground station under Alaska 
with public space on top. Provides 
highly valuable infrastructure for 
large number of residents and 
nearby businesses without 
negative impact on livability.



Alternative B

Redevelop this public park to 
include an elevated station, 
thus vastly expanding the 
potential ridership from 
residential areas south to 
the park.

Move Delridge station 
south instead of 
locating it here (see 
below).

Instead of building a giant elevated structure 
along Genesee, cross the golf course at a 
lower elevated level and then go underground 
near the West Seattle stadium.
(Note: The neighborhood generally views the 
current golf course as a poorly used city asset 
and would be open to repurposing it toward 
transit, a public park and potentially housing.)

West Seattle Junction underground station next to 
Fauntleroy Way in the “triangle”. Great location for 
a new urban center & transit hub due to central 
location and major development potential for 
housing, commercial and public space. Provides 
highly valuable infrastructure for large number of 
residents and nearby businesses without negative 
impact on livability.
This station location would reduce the need for an
Avalon station and thus free up funds for the tunnel. 

Orientation of the station would 
allow for future south extension 
along Fauntleroy Way (above or 
below ground).



Dear ST3 Planning Group,

Here is my input for your community outreach that I hope you will consider.

I have lived in WS these past 25 years and seen the recent 8 years of gentrification and banal
development of apartments degrade the character of our neighborhood. I hope and trust you will do all
that you can and more to make this a great project for all in our  West Seattle community - including
Delridge.

I am attaching Alternative A, B, & C with annotations and explanations for recommended station location
and routes. Alternatives A & B were created by my talented, caring and articulate neighbor: Andri
Kofmehl to whom I give accolades. (Thank you Andri!)

I support A, B & C but feel that Alternative C Delridge/Westwood Village makes the most sense because:

1. Open Land/ lower land value than the West Seattle Junction at Delridge 
2. Delridge Community is seeking great development. The Delridge community has been overlooked
when requesting landmark grocery store, other businesses and restaurants . The West Seattle Junction
Urban Hub was developed minimal regard for light, views, green space or a community center. Delridge
presents us with an opportunity as it has space that could be developed in a better way. ST3 can help us
to get it right.
3. Terrain/Grade : Delridge way is level without significant Grade until Morgan
4. Westwood Village: Delridge Way connects with Westwood Village area - another open space with great
station potential. 

Best,

Rene' Commons

Build it well so people want to live there and their friends want to live there....

West Seattle Link Extension Alternatives A/B/C
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CC Deb Barker - hope you have a chance to take a look! Cheers neighbor!



Alternative A

Turn above the skate 
park to avoid issues 
with turning above an 
existing neighborhood

Instead of building a giant elevated structure 
along Genesee, cross the golf course at a 
lower elevated level and then go underground 
near the West Seattle stadium.
(Note: The neighborhood generally views the 
current golf course as a poorly used city asset 
and would be open to repurposing it toward 
transit, a public park and potentially housing.)

Avalon station at the location of the current 
West Seattle stadium. Easy access for 
construction, no land acquisition issues, space 
for park & ride and proximate to large number 
of riders from nearby multi-family housing.

West Seattle Junction 
underground station under Alaska 
with public space on top. Provides 
highly valuable infrastructure for 
large number of residents and 
nearby businesses without 
negative impact on livability.



Alternative B

Redevelop this public park to 
include an elevated station, 
thus vastly expanding the 
potential ridership from 
residential areas south to 
the park.

Move Delridge station 
south instead of 
locating it here (see 
below).

Instead of building a giant elevated structure 
along Genesee, cross the golf course at a 
lower elevated level and then go underground 
near the West Seattle stadium.
(Note: The neighborhood generally views the 
current golf course as a poorly used city asset 
and would be open to repurposing it toward 
transit, a public park and potentially housing.)

West Seattle Junction underground station next to 
Fauntleroy Way in the “triangle”. Great location for 
a new urban center & transit hub due to central 
location and major development potential for 
housing, commercial and public space. Provides 
highly valuable infrastructure for large number of 
residents and nearby businesses without negative 
impact on livability.
This station location would reduce the need for an 
Avalon station and thus free up funds for the tunnel. 

Orientation of the station would 
allow for future south extension 
along Fauntleroy Way (above or 
below ground).



a

Alternative C

Move Midpoint Avalon 
Station somewhere further 
south on Delridge Way -
Morgan Station where there 
could be more density and 
more parking, more space 
for buses and a park.

Delridge Station should 
Utilize terminal 5 for 
parking and bus 
hub/retail/restaurants

Move West Seattle Junction Station  south to 
Delridge instead of here where land is already 
expensive. A new Delridge street  station  park 
community could be developed with mixed use 
Retail/Residential/Park/underground  parking 
structure HUB. 

#2 Midpoint Delridge Station . 
Here there is enough 
undeveloped land to plan a 
community Urban Village Station 
with Underground Parking and 
Bus hub. Include 
parks/retail/restaurants/ 
grocery/apartments .



Hello,

I a�ended the Ballard Light Rail early scoping open house on 2/15. My comments regarding the early scoping package
for the Ballard Light Rail are as follow:

I would like to see a tunnel op�on evaluated. I am concerned that the proposed bridge will need to open frequently
for boat traffic.

The 70’ height of the bridge at Salmon Bay/Lake Washington Ship Canal dictates the height of the poten�al sta�on
around Market Street and 15th Ave NW. The proposed sta�on height of 50’ is about the height of the adjacent
buildings at that intersec�on. The proposed 50’ light rail infrastructure is too tall and disconnected from the
surrounding neighborhood. The 50’ rail and sta�on height seems more fi�ng for an industrial or open suburban area,
and not a busy and fast developing urban village of Ballard at Market Street and 15th Ave NW. I believe a tunnel
op�on eliminates the issue of service interrup�ons caused by bridge openings to accommodate boat traffic. I also
believe a tunnel op�on will integrate be�er into the exis�ng urban neighborhood. A tunnel gives flexibility of how the
Light Rail can surface and integrate into the neighborhood instead of being dictated by boat traffic clearances.

Mul�modal connec�ons:

Please study 14th Ave NW as a mul�modal connec�on to the Burke Gilman trail. Currently north of Market Street on
14th Ave NW the “Gemenskap” park is under construc�on, a piece of the grassroots neighborhood vision for 14th Ave
NW. In the future the adjacent neighborhood envisions the “Gemenskap” model running the length of 14th Ave NW
from 65th Street to the North, to the public water access, and terminus of the 14th Ave NW to the South. 14th Ave
NW should serve as a pedestrian/bike/car park-like connec�on to the Burke Gilman trail, and the services that
surround this intersec�on of 14th Ave NW and Leary Way.  The surrounding ameni�es at 14th Ave NW and Leary Way
will only grow as a major neighborhood des�na�on for day to day needs in the coming years. There are 5 grocery
stores (Fred Meyer, New Seasons Market-opening spring 2018, Trader Joes, Cash and Carry and PCC-proposed
development) and 3 Child Care facili�es (SGA Preschool, Bright Horizons-future development, and Kinder Academy-
future development) all in the surrounding area. A walkable/bikeable connec�on to this des�na�on would be
preferred along 14th Ave NW, away from the busy 15th Ave NW.

Best,

Emily Pizzuto

Comments: Ballard Light Rail early scoping
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I want to make my opinion heard in favor of the plan to build a tunnel in West Seattle beginning at the golf
course and ending at Alaska Junction.  Also eliminating the station at Avalon to save money.  Please
consider this plan!!!! It makes the most sense for those of us that live in and love West Seattle!!!! 
Marie Harris 
Sent from my iPhone

West Seattle
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To whom it may concern:

This light rail line segments offer the only remaining opportunity through and likely beyond ST3 to consider an alignment
that will allow First Hill to be directly served by light rail. Rather than have this line basically continue to duplicate the
existing light rail line from SODO through and including downtown, I offer that you would do better to serve the
community to have the West Seattle leg include a stop on First Hill, likely Terry & Madison. Even if the Madison BRT
were to be built, a bus stop is not a light rail stop. And not for nothing, most community partners have rescinded or
otherwise backed away from some pretty lukewarm support of the BRT at the zenith of its consideration, pre-Trump. 

I encourage you to consider a First Hill alignment for the WSB line of ST3. Thank you.

Paul Feldman
1100 Minor Ave Apt 301
Seattle WA 98101-4206
206-317-7687

Early scoping public comment
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I am writing to ask that Sound Transit (ST) research and seriously consider alternative routes to Ballard. 
ST is doing a bait and switch approach with the proposed 15th Ave route. I attended several forums and
open houses about ST 3 and consistently we were told that ST would not decide on a route before the
election, but would consider alternatives in the design process.  We were presented with maps and charts
showing 4 different routes, with pros and cons of each.  (see attached file).  Now the election is over we
are told that the voters wanted only one route - the one that ST is now pushing online at their open
houses.  There is no discussion of alternative routes or of the merits (or not) of a different route.  We are
just told that this route is cheaper, and therefore better. 

If you read the table with the analysis of the 4 options, Option C-01c rates high on reliability and system
integration - elevated on 15th Ave is only medium-high in these areas. Many features are the same for
both C-01b and C-01c -  ridership , socio-economic benefits, non-motorised access, one minute
difference in travel time.  The ONLY difference is cost - Shouldn't we be building the most reliable and
integrated system even though it costs a little more? 

15th Ave West is the major north-south freight route as well as the main route from the north to
downtown Seattle.  It's a route that is impacted several times a day by the opening of the Ballard Bridge,
but ST wants to have a drawbridge over the Ship Canal which even at 70ft high will open at least 6-8
times a day - remember the ship traffic has priority over the bridge traffic.  The elevated tracks mean we
will lose at least one lane one 15th Ave, which impacts businesses (parking) and vehicles adversely. 
Trucks making deliveries to all the businesses park in the turn lane to unload, where will they park when
light rail removes the turn lane? - in the traffic lane? 

Please consider and thoroughly research a different, western route - either Option C-01c or somewhere
east of the railroad tracks.  Another possibility is a tunnel under 15th Ave and the Ship Canal.  This is a
major infrastructure project, let's not ruin it for future generations by taking the cheapest option without
fully considering other routes. 

Carol Burton 
Magnolia resident and transit rider 

light rail to Ballard ST3
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For additional information on evaluation measures, see http://soundtransit3.org/document-library
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ST3 Candidate Project 
C-01a

ST3 Candidate Project 
C-01b

ST3 Candidate Project 
C-01c

ST3 Candidate Project 
C-01d

REGIONAL LIGHT RAIL SPINE NO NO NO NO
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DEVELOPMENT/ 
TOD POTENTIAL

PLANS AND POLICIES MEDIUM MEDIUM-HIGH MEDIUM-HIGH MEDIUM-HIGH

MARKET SUPPORT HIGH HIGH HIGH HIGH
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EMPLOYMENT (2014/2040) 170,500 / 249,800 206,400 / 310,300 205,300 / 308,500 183,200 / 277,100
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cost estimating, ridership forecasting and other evaluation measures.
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Received this pdf from a friend.  I think it is valid, smart and rational.  I support his ideas.  Hoping they can
be of use towards the rail planned for West Seattle. 
Thank you, 
Lisa 
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Alternative A

Turn above the skate
park to avoid issues
with turning above an 
existing neighborhood

Instead of building a giant elevated structure 
along Genesee, cross the golf course at a 
lower elevated level and then go underground 
near the West Seattle stadium.
(Note: The neighborhood generally views the 
current golf course as a poorly used city asset 
and would be open to repurposing it toward 
transit, a public park and potentially housing.)

Avalon station at the location of the current 
West Seattle stadium. Easy access for 
construction, no land acquisition issues, space 
for park & ride and proximate to large number
of riders from nearby multi-family housing.

West Seattle Junction 
underground station under Alaska 
with public space on top. Provides 
highly valuable infrastructure for 
large number of residents and 
nearby businesses without 
negative impact on livability.



Alternative B

Redevelop this public park to 
include an elevated station, 
thus vastly expanding the 
potential ridership from 
residential areas south to 
the park.

Move Delridge station 
south instead of 
locating it here (see 
below).

Instead of building a giant elevated structure 
along Genesee, cross the golf course at a 
lower elevated level and then go underground 
near the West Seattle stadium.
(Note: The neighborhood generally views the 
current golf course as a poorly used city asset 
and would be open to repurposing it toward 
transit, a public park and potentially housing.)

West Seattle Junction underground station next to 
Fauntleroy Way in the “triangle”. Great location for 
a new urban center & transit hub due to central 
location and major development potential for 
housing, commercial and public space. Provides 
highly valuable infrastructure for large number of 
residents and nearby businesses without negative 
impact on livability.
This station location would reduce the need for an
Avalon station and thus free up funds for the tunnel. 

Orientation of the station would 
allow for future south extension 
along Fauntleroy Way (above or 
below ground).



Dear ST3 Planners:

Thank you allowing input from people who live in West Seattle with regards to the new West Seattle Link
Extensions being proposed.  There clearly are alternative routes that would put less stress on the traffic
and neighborhoods that we would like to put forth.  There has been much discussion by very intelligent
and talented people and the attached is a compilation of the thought processes that I feel are smart and
worth the planners consideration.

The attached diagrams speak for themselves.

Thank you and I hope a dialogue throughout the process continues.

Sally Phillips
3215 SW Genesee Street
Seattle, WA

Recommended Alternatives for West Seattle Link Extensions
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Alternative A

Turn above the skate
park to avoid issues
with turning above an 
existing neighborhood

Instead of building a giant elevated structure 
along Genesee, cross the golf course at a 
lower elevated level and then go underground 
near the West Seattle stadium.
(Note: The neighborhood generally views the 
current golf course as a poorly used city asset 
and would be open to repurposing it toward 
transit, a public park and potentially housing.)

Avalon station at the location of the current 
West Seattle stadium. Easy access for 
construction, no land acquisition issues, space 
for park & ride and proximate to large number
of riders from nearby multi-family housing.

West Seattle Junction 
underground station under Alaska 
with public space on top. Provides 
highly valuable infrastructure for 
large number of residents and 
nearby businesses without 
negative impact on livability.



Alternative B

Redevelop this public park to 
include an elevated station, 
thus vastly expanding the 
potential ridership from 
residential areas south to 
the park.

Move Delridge station 
south instead of 
locating it here (see 
below).

Instead of building a giant elevated structure 
along Genesee, cross the golf course at a 
lower elevated level and then go underground 
near the West Seattle stadium.
(Note: The neighborhood generally views the 
current golf course as a poorly used city asset 
and would be open to repurposing it toward 
transit, a public park and potentially housing.)

West Seattle Junction underground station next to 
Fauntleroy Way in the “triangle”. Great location for 
a new urban center & transit hub due to central 
location and major development potential for 
housing, commercial and public space. Provides 
highly valuable infrastructure for large number of 
residents and nearby businesses without negative 
impact on livability.
This station location would reduce the need for an
Avalon station and thus free up funds for the tunnel. 

Orientation of the station would 
allow for future south extension 
along Fauntleroy Way (above or 
below ground).



--This looks like a recycle of the ill fated monorail project !!
 
-- A new downtown tunnel is going to be tremendously expensive – isn’t it.  Is this the best use
of the already overburdened tax payer base in Seattle !!
 
--Elevated rail on the West Seattle elevated bridge just  seems ridiculous to me – and another
very expensive idea.  What about the bridge and the earthquake issue ??
 
 
Bob Rhea
West Seattle

West Seattle & Ballard rail extensions - comments
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Please accept my ini�al thoughts based on my a�endance at the West Sea�le open house. See a�ached pdf sketch.
 

1. The Delridge Sta�on loca�on in the representa�ve alignment seems to present a poten�al choke point at the
West Sea�le Bridge entry/exit. It does however present opportuni�es for park/ride, a transit center nearby as
well as access to Alki Beach.

One alterna�ve would be a sta�on further South at the Delridge Community Center with poten�al for
improvement/redevelopment. Alignment improvements would take the elevated alignment through the golf
course ravine, leaving it rela�vely undisturbed a�er construc�on.

2. The topography of West Sea�le is ideal for a tunnel op�on. If feasible, one idea would be a short tunnel with
portal East of 35th Ave at the golf course and termina�ng at Alaska Junc�on Sta�on.

3. Ques�on the need for Avalon Sta�on. Without a transit center to accept buses traveling either 35th Ave or
Fauntleroy, is this sta�on serving nearby pedestrians only? If Alaska Junc�on Sta�on moved further East, the
developments around Avalon could be served between two West Sea�le sta�ons.

The Representa�ve alignment creates a significant construc�on impact that greatly disrupts flow in/out of
West Sea�le at Fauntleroy and creates a temporary over-burden on 35th Ave. This could be minimized by
avoiding Fauntleroy.

4. Alaska Junc�on Sta�on could be located further east and remain accessible to pedestrians. Visual scale
impacts would be reduced in this loca�on if elevated. The Jefferson Square/Bank of America area is a prime
loca�on for construc�on staging, park and ride, and future redevelopment/TOD. Presents be�er geometric
opportunity for con�nuous future expansion to the South….possibly Morgan Junc�on??(my neighborhood)

 
Thank you,
 
 
David Lambert

 
1109 First Ave, Suite 501
| Sea�le, WA 98101-2963

 
206.588.8168 p |  lambert@mcmjac.com

 

ST3 West Seattle feedback
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To:  Sound Transit Board
 
I am a residen�al property owner, professional prac�ce owner, commercial building owner, and lifelong resident of
Ballard. I have seen the transforma�on of my community and an extraordinary increase in popula�on density as well
as business ac�vity, par�cularly in the last 30 years. It is very important that the extension of light rail to Sea�le be
accomplished with the understanding that the extension will have a direct impact for at least a 100 years. It is
important to get it right.
 
I am involved with several organiza�ons, all of which believe that a tunnel underneath the Salmon Bay Ship Canal is
preferable to a 70 foot movable bridge. I urge Sound Transit to conduct a thorough examina�on of the tunnel as an
alternate to the representa�ve project that has been presented at public mee�ngs.
 
I also urge Sound Transit to recognize that the Ballard Bridge is over 100 years old and in need of rejuvena�on or
replacement. Alterna�ve Sound Transit planning should take replacement into account in determining the best
alterna�ve for light rail to Ballard.
 
The Ballard Alliance, the Northwest Sea�le Coali�on, and the North Sea�le Industrial Associa�on have submi�ed
comments in regard to the representa�ve alignment. The concerns of these organiza�ons are considered and
though�ul and I urge Sound Transit to consider all concerns raised in the comment le�ers.
 
Thomas W. Malone
Attorney at Law
 

 

2208 NW Market Street, Suite 420
Seattle, WA  98107
Phone:  (206) 527-0333
Fax:  (206) 985-6878
Email: tmalone@malonelegal.com
www.malonelegal.com
 
IRS CIRCULAR 230 DISCLOSURE: To ensure compliance with Treasury Department and IRS regulations, we inform you that,
unless expressly indicated otherwise, any federal tax advice contained in this communication (including any attachments) is not
intended or written by Malone Law Group PS to be used, and cannot be used by the taxpayer, for the purpose of (i) avoiding

Comments on West Seattle Ballard Extension
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penalties that may be imposed on the taxpayer under the Internal Revenue Code or (ii) promoting, marketing or recommending to
another party any transaction or matter addressed herein (or any attachments).

Please note that a spam filter is in use for our office email. If you have not received a reply to your email within 2 business days,
please contact us via phone or fax. 
 
NOTICE: This communication may contain privileged or other confidential information. If you have received it in error, please
advise the sender by reply email and immediately delete the message and any attachments without copying or disclosing the
contents. Thank you.
 



Dear Ms. Swift:
 
I am writing on behalf of Dan and Tim Fiorito to provide comments for the Early Scoping process for the Sound Transit
West Seattle/Ballard Link (“WSBL”). 
 
The Fiorito's owns property in the Ballard area and are particularly interested in the WSBL plans in relation to the Ballard
component in this area.
 
This Early Scoping process is a part of Sound Transit’s “alternatives development” phase, that will be used to inform
preparation of the forthcoming environmental impact statement (EIS) for WSBL.  Sound Transit has identified a
“representative project” and will develop other EIS alternatives in 2018.
 
The representative project includes an elevated crossing from Interbay to Ballard on a bridge over Salmon Bay.  The bridge
would include a moveable element to allow for the passage of vessels through Salmon Bay below the bridge.  This
contrasts with the bridge across the Duwamish channel in the representative project, which is a fixed bridge structure.  It is
not feasible to use a fixed bridge structure at Salmon Bay due to the extreme track elevation required to avoid vessel
conflict and the overlong approach grades necessary to achieve that elevation.
 
At the Duwamish location, the contemplated fixed bridge structure will accompany the existing high-rise vehicular bridge
that presently exists.  At Salmon Bay, however, the proposed moveable bridge structure will stand in isolation and will
dominate the neighborhoods of Interbay and Ballard it adjoins, as well as the marine environment of Salmon Bay.  These
impacts on land use and urban design must be evaluated in the future WSBL EIS; but in order to be meaningfully
evaluated, the WSBL EIS must include a non-bridge alternative that provides the decision-makers with a meaningful
comparison.  For this reason, the WSBL EIS must include an alternative with a below-grade crossing of Salmon Bay.
 
As concerning, the proposed moveable bridge structure at Salmon Bay would place the operations of the region’s light rail
system at the mercy of unpredictable vessel passage.  In summer months, the Ballard Bridge may open more than 400
times, with each opening averaging five minutes’ duration. While the federal government today accommodates limited peak
periods of rush hour traffic with limited restrictions on bridge openings, these are merely accommodations.  The right of
vessels to pass is paramount under federal law, and no regional transit authority – or the hundreds of thousands of
passengers it serves every year – will ever have priority over an individual sailboat. 
 
Other than the Spokane Street Swing Bridge (built in 1991 to accommodate freight traffic to Harbor Island), the City of
Seattle has not built a moveable bridge in almost 100 years.   This is not a surprise: we have all experienced the frustration
of unplanned bridge openings along the Ship Canal.  The idea that we would voluntarily place a $50 billion regional
investment in light rail expansion at the hourly jeopardy of isolated marine traffic boggles the mind.
 
The light rail extension to Ballard will not be the end of the line.  Someday, Sound Transit will move forward with further
extensions to Northgate and/or the University District from Ballard.  This will only magnify the long-term impact of system
interruptions due to unplanned bridge openings.

West Seattle Ballard Link Extensions
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The WSBL EIS must include a below-grade connection alternative beneath Salmon Bay.  This is a reasonable alternative
under WAC 197-11-440(5).  This alternative will better attain the project objective to provide “high quality rapid, reliable, and
efficient peak and off-peak light rail transit service to communities in the West Seattle and Ballard corridors” by protecting
the regional rail system from the vagaries of sailboat and marine traffic.  And it will do so at a lesser environmental cost
than an above-grade alternative, but avoiding the myriad land use, ecological and shoreline impacts of an elevated
structure across Salmon Bay.
 
We appreciate the opportunity to provide these comments.

--  
Dan Fiorito 
The Law Office of Dan N. Fiorito III 
844 NW 48th St. 
Seattle, WA 98107 
Phone: 206-299-1582 
Fax: 206-770-7590 
Email: dan@danfiorito.com 
Web Site: www.danfioritolaw.com 

THIS MESSAGE MAY CONTAIN INFORMATION THAT IS PROTECTED BY ATTORNEY-CLIENT AND/OR
WORK PRODUCT PRIVILEGE. IF THIS MESSAGE WAS SENT TO YOU IN ERROR, ANY USE, DISCLOSURE OR
DISTRIBUTION OF ITS CONTENTS IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED. IF YOU RECEIVED THIS MESSAGE IN ERROR,
CONTACT ME AT THE TELEPHONE NUMBER OR E-MAIL ADDRESS LISTED ABOVE AND DELETE THIS
MESSAGE WITHOUT PRINTING, COPYING, OR FORWARDING IT. 

mailto:dan@danfiorito.com
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All ST3 projects need a showing of cost-effec�veness. For the two extensions now under considera�on, this means
their benefits need to be quan�fied both for mobility improvements and for their impact on climate change. This was
not done before the ST3 ballot measure was approved. It should now be done in the context of the scoping study and
the environmental review process.
 
For each proposed light rail extension an alterna�ve that improves bus service in the same corridor should be
designed. The object would be to compare the preferred bus alterna�ve to the preferred rail alterna�ve. The cost for
each at the same level of service improvement should be es�mated.
 
And for each extension the environmental impacts of the preferred bus and rail alterna�ves should be es�mated,
taking into account the impending revolu�on in personal, public, and commercial transporta�on modes, i.e. the
introduc�on of hybrid, electric, autonomous, and ride-share vehicles. The environmental impact, measured in tons of
green-house gas (GHG) emissions, should be calculated over the full �me frame of project development including
construc�on as well as opera�on.  The emission of GHG from construc�on could be significant, and should not be
ignored, since it includes the produc�on of materials such as steel and cement, and the hauling of debris in diesel
powered trucks.
 
Dick Nelson
Integrated Transport Research
122 NW 50th Street
Sea�le, WA 98107-3419
206-781-0915  
 
 

Comments re: Ballard and West Seattle Light Rail Extensions

 Reply all |

Early Scoping

DN Dick Nelson <dicknels@msn.com> 

To:

Mon 3/5/2018 10:30 AM

WSB Link 

Entered in EL File for awareness

Reply all | Delete Junk | 





Hello,

I live in the West Seattle close to Alaska Junction. Along with many neighbors, I've been paying
attention to the changes being proposed in my community. We're excited for light rail to come into our
area. 

The representative alignment presented poses issues to residents, walkability, traffic and accessibility.
I understand that sound transit is looking for input from the communities in which change will occur
and I trust that emails such as these will be taken into account. 

While our community welcomes light rail, we propose some changes to better meet the needs of the
community. Some in our neighborhood have pulled together alternative layouts with comments that
came up in our discussions. I've attached these alternative layouts here and personally prefer
alternative B as the route that demolishes the least number of houses while making light rail the most
accessible not only for those living in the junction but also those living in Delridge. 

Thank you.

Veena Prasad

Light Rail into West Seattle
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Alternative A

Turn above the skate
park to avoid issues
with turning above an 
existing neighborhood

Instead of building a giant elevated structure 
along Genesee, cross the golf course at a 
lower elevated level and then go underground 
near the West Seattle stadium.
(Note: The neighborhood generally views the 
current golf course as a poorly used city asset 
and would be open to repurposing it toward 
transit, a public park and potentially housing.)

Avalon station at the location of the current 
West Seattle stadium. Easy access for 
construction, no land acquisition issues, space 
for park & ride and proximate to large number
of riders from nearby multi-family housing.

West Seattle Junction 
underground station under Alaska 
with public space on top. Provides 
highly valuable infrastructure for 
large number of residents and 
nearby businesses without 
negative impact on livability.



Alternative B

Redevelop this public park to 
include an elevated station, 
thus vastly expanding the 
potential ridership from 
residential areas south to 
the park.

Move Delridge station 
south instead of 
locating it here (see 
below).

Instead of building a giant elevated structure 
along Genesee, cross the golf course at a 
lower elevated level and then go underground 
near the West Seattle stadium.
(Note: The neighborhood generally views the 
current golf course as a poorly used city asset 
and would be open to repurposing it toward 
transit, a public park and potentially housing.)

West Seattle Junction underground station next to 
Fauntleroy Way in the “triangle”. Great location for 
a new urban center & transit hub due to central 
location and major development potential for 
housing, commercial and public space. Provides 
highly valuable infrastructure for large number of 
residents and nearby businesses without negative 
impact on livability.
This station location would reduce the need for an
Avalon station and thus free up funds for the tunnel. 

Orientation of the station would 
allow for future south extension 
along Fauntleroy Way (above or 
below ground).



Dear Sound Transit,

Thank you for the opportunity to submit comments during the ST3 early scoping period. Through the in-
person and online open houses, I have found Sound Transit to be genuinely open to public input and
willing to consider downsides of the representative alignment. I really appreciate that.

 

My comments, and the many thoughtful comments that I liked, focused on the West Seattle Extension
and were consistent with these general points:

A tunnel in West Seattle is superior to the all-elevated representative alignment from the
standpoints of design, functionality, promotion of transit-oriented density, preservation of existing
houses and apartments, aesthetics, and possibly even cost.
All three of the proposed West Seattle stations (at or near Alaska Junction, Avalon, and Delridge)
are needed and should be constructed. 
Sound Transit should forthrightly admit the technical challenges of the proposed Duwamish
Crossing (and really the entire segment between SoDo and Delridge) because the representative
alignment and each of the obvious alternatives have significant potential drawbacks. 

I look forward to further opportunities for public engagement in the development of this important
project.

 

Will Singer

West Seattle

ST3 - West Seattle Extension
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I am writing to provide feedback on your current West Seattle light rail proposals. I am in support of light
rail and excited it will be coming to West Seattle! I feel it will be very important existing housing and
neighborhoods are not negatively impacted by the new light rail and light rail stations proposed for West
Seattle.  

Your current plans involve demolishing existing homes along SW Genesee and will negatively impact
whatever of the neighborhood remains with construction and parking, and possible homelessness issues.
SW Andover St and 32nd Ave SW already have to deal with huge parking issues related to Rapid Ride C
passengers who do not live in the area yet park there and walk to the Rapid Ride bus stop on Avalon and
SW Yancy.  

I am forwarding two proposals for alternate West Seattle light rail created by one of my neighbors. I think
both are excellent alternatives to the current Sound Transit plan. They both show existing open spaces (golf
course, skate park, stadium, Fauntleroy) which could be used as the pathway for the new light rail without
demolishing existing homes, and how money could be saved and used for underground pathways. 

Please seriously consider them, as they make so much more sense for our neighborhood and community! 

Thank you for your time. 

Tammy Stockton 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?
url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fviewer%3Fa%3Dv%26pid%3Dforums%26srcid%3DMDExNjQ5MT
kxOTIxMzk5MDQ5NTQBMDA0MTUyMTQ5Nzg4OTM3ODUzODIBb2JYNG1Yak5Cd0FKATAuMQEBdjI%26auth
user%3D0&data=01%7C01%7Cwsblink%40soundtransit.org%7C8956b66273114763e3b208d582a9c24a%7C
ca24b0afd8fb4e629ead8b37062261d0%7C1&sdata=VyF9Wc3jZn13qE9mPQjPDjf6ZzFZees6APvliB%2FESUU
%3D&reserved=0 

ST3 Alignment Alternatives - West Seattle.pdf

 Reply all |

Early Scoping

JS JEFF TAMMY STOCKTON <jefftammystockton@msn.com> 

To:

Mon 3/5/2018 7:00 AM

WSB Link 

Needs to be entered in EL

Reply all | Delete Junk | 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fviewer%3Fa%3Dv%26pid%3Dforums%26srcid%3DMDExNjQ5MTkxOTIxMzk5MDQ5NTQBMDA0MTUyMTQ5Nzg4OTM3ODUzODIBb2JYNG1Yak5Cd0FKATAuMQEBdjI%26authuser%3D0&data=01%7C01%7Cwsblink%40soundtransit.org%7C8956b66273114763e3b208d582a9c24a%7Cca24b0afd8fb4e629ead8b37062261d0%7C1&sdata=VyF9Wc3jZn13qE9mPQjPDjf6ZzFZees6APvliB%2FESUU%3D&reserved=0




Hello,

I'm a resident in the building @ 3120 SW Genesee street. As per the current plan the light rail will go up
our street which will be incredibly disruptive to our homes due to noise. My wife and I find the plan with
overhead link to be incredibly ugly and will ruin the look of West Seattle.

We strongly urge sound transit to reconsider the underground option.

Thanks,
Raghav
919-888-9807

Objection to current plan for Light rail!
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