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PROPOSED ACTION   
 
Approval of Resolution No. R2000-04 would authorize the Executive Director to acquire, 
dispose, or lease certain real property interests by negotiated purchase, by condemnation, by 
settling condemnation litigation or entering administrative settlements, and to pay eligible 
relocation and re-establishment benefits to affected private parties as necessary for a portion of 
the Central Link Light Rail Project (Design-Build Construction Segment).  The real properties 
identified in this requested action are included in Exhibit “A” (Tunnel), Exhibit “B” (Staging and 
Station Entrance Areas), and Exhibit “C” (Tie-Back Easements) attached.  
 
KEY FEATURES   
 
 
Highlights of Proposed Action: 

♦ Authorizes Sound Transit’s Executive Director to acquire certain property interests within the 
Design-Build Contract Segment from NE 45th Street to Convention Place Station. 

♦ Authorizes Sound Transit’s Executive Director to pay relocation and reestablishment 
benefits to eligible property owners, tenants, and businesses within the Design-Build 
Contract Segment from NE 45th Street to Convention Place Station. 

 

 
Discussion of Proposed Action:   
  
In order to build and operate a high capacity transit system consisting of commuter rail service, 
light rail service, and a program of regional bus service, HOV improvements, and park-and-ride 
facilities throughout the central Puget Sound region, it will be necessary for Sound Transit to 
acquire real property.  Sound Transit’s authorizing legislation grants the agency the power of 
eminent domain to accomplish such acquisitions. 
 



Property is needed for light rail construction staging areas, stations, and tunnel segments.  The 
Central Link Light Rail Final Environmental Impact Statement identified 21 stations (3 deferred 
by the Board), along the locally preferred alternative.  The Design-Build Contract Segment 
includes four of these stations which would initially be used as construction staging sites for the 
north light rail corridor.  Properties planned as staging areas will need to be acquired first, in 
coordination with the acquisition of underground easements.  
 
The following reflect significant milestone dates for Link light rail property acquisition:  
 
• Adoption of Sound Move  - May 31, 1996 
• Adoption of Real Property Acquisition and Relocation Policy, Procedures & Guidelines – 

April 1998 
• Final Environmental Impact Statement – November 1999 
• Locally Preferred Alignment – November 18, 1999 
• Record of Decision – January 5, 2000 
• Letter of No Prejudice – February, 24, 2000 

 
BUDGET

 
Funding for this proposed action is included in the Sound Move Plan, in the FY 2000 Capital 
Budget, and is identified in Sound Transit’s 2000 Budget under ROW Acquisition and Permits.  
With the budget developed for the Central Link alignment as adopted by the Board on Nov. 18, 
1999 (Resolution 99-34), there is sufficient funding to complete the remaining work.  All of the 
following table figures are in Year of Expenditure dollars. 

 
 
Total North King 

Light Rail 
Project Budget 

Budget for Link 
North King Real 

Estate 
Acquisition (A) 

Budget 
Committed to 

Date (B)  

Total Amount 
Requested for 

Action (C) 

 
Surplus (A-

[B+C]) 

$1,869,960,000 $139,800,000 $17,679,576          
$62,238,503.25 

         
$59,881,920.75    

*Amount of 
Shortfall 

Potential 
Revenues 

 
Funding Sources  

- N/A - N/A - N/A 
 

 
ALTERNATIVES   
 
The proposed action reflects the locally preferred alternative (LPA) decision approved by the 
Board on November 18, 1999.  Property acquisition in this segment is required in order to 
implement light rail service. 
 
CONSEQUENCES OF DELAY   
 
Delaying Board action would result in a delay in the schedule.  This would, in turn, delay the 
Design-Build Construction schedule for the entire Segment (NE 45th Street to Convention Place 
Station). 
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The Design-Build procurement process and bid preparation are based on a schedule that states 
the dates on which the specific properties needed for construction and construction staging will 
be made available to the contractor.  These dates vary from 1/02/01 to 7/05/01 depending on 
location.  If these dates are not met, Sound Transit will be subject to a delay claim by the 
Design-Build Contractor.  Such a claim will most likely result in both a schedule slip and an 
increase in cost of construction to Sound Transit. 
 
REGIONAL PARTNERSHIP AND COOPERATION  
 
There are no regional partnering activities that would be associated with the actual acquisition 
and relocation of property associated with this Segment.  
 
PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT  
 
Maps of the proposed construction staging areas in the north corridor were published in the final 
environmental impact statement (FEIS) and made available to the public in November 1999.   
Additionally,  the public has had numerous opportunities to attend meetings related to the 
following topics:  station design, noise, EIS, public comments on route decisions/LPA, and 
Station Area Planning (in coordination with the City of Seattle).  These meetings took place in 
the University District, Capitol Hill, and First Hill neighborhoods. 
 
Over the last year, Sound Transit staff and consultants have spoken individually with affected 
parties whose property is needed to construct Link light rail.  Important information has been 
obtained from these meetings which will be used to supplement and facilitate the real estate 
acquisition and relocation process.  Relocation assistance will be provided to all affected parties 
to assist them in the filing of claims and relocation. 
 
LEGAL REVIEW 
 
Approved as to form: 
 
MBL 4/7/00 
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SOUND TRANSIT 

RESOLUTION NO. R2000-04 

A RESOLUTION of the Board of the Central Puget Sound Regional Transit Authority 
authorizing the Executive Director to acquire, dispose, or lease certain real property 
interests by negotiated purchase, by condemnation, by settling condemnation litigation 
or entering administrative settlements, and to pay eligible relocation and re­
establishment benefits to affected parties as necessary for the central Link light rail 
project (Design-Build Contract Segment, from NE 451

h St. to Convention Place Station). 

WHEREAS, a regional transit authority ("Sound Transit") has been created for the King 

Pierce, and Snohomish County region by action of their respective county councils pursuant to 

RCW 81.112.030; and 

WHEREAS, on November 5, 1996, Central Puget Sound area voters approved local 

funding for Sound Move, the ten-year plan for regional high-capacity transit in the Central Puget 

Sound Region; and 

WHEREAS, Sound Move provided for the implementation of 21-mile light rail line 

between the University District and SeaTac; and 

WHEREAS, the following documents have been published and approved, as 

required by the Federal Transit Administration: Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) in 

November, 1999; Record of Decision (ROD) on January 5, 2000; and Letter of No Prejudice 

(LONP) on February, 24, 2000; and 

WHEREAS, by Resolution 99-34 the Sound Transit Board of Directors approved the 

locally preferred alternative (LPA) for Link light rail on November 18, 1999; 

WHEREAS, in order to acquire the properties determined to be necessary for the 

construction, operation and maintenance of the Central Link Light Rail Project, it is 

necessary for Sound Transit to acquire by negotiated purchase or to condemn certain 

and rights in the property described in Exhibits "A", "B", and "C" for public purposes, and 

to pay eligible relocation and re-establishment benefits to affected parties; and 



WHEREAS, Sound Transit has commissioned appraisals to determine the fair 

market value of the properties and will continue to negotiate in good faith with the 

owners of the properties authorized to be acquired by negotiated purchase or 

condemned with the intent of reaching agreements for the voluntary acquisition of the 

property for fair market value; and 

WHEREAS, the funds necessary to acquire the property by voluntary purchase 

or to pay just compensation adjudged due after condemnation and the funds necessary 

to pay eligible relocation and re-establishment costs shall be paid from Sound Transit 

general funds. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of the Central Puget Sound 

Regional Transit Authority as follows: 

SECTION 1. The Executive Director is hereby authorized to execute such agreements as 

are customary and necessary for the acquisition, lease, or disposal of the real property interests 

described in Exhibits "A", "B", and "C" and for the payment of eligible relocation and re­

establishment costs, said property to be used for the construction of the Central Link Light Rail 

Project. In accordance with Sound Transit's adopted Real Property Acquisition and Relocation 

Policies, Procedures and Guidelines, the acquisition price of the properties shall not exceed the 

fair market value to be determined through the appraisal process; provided that in the event the 

total of the acquisition, relocation and re-establishment costs of the properties exceeds Sound 

Transit's approved budget for the Central Link Light Rail Project right-of-way acquisition, then 

the Executive Director shall obtain approval from the appropriate committee or the Board, per 

Resolution 78-1, before the acquisition of the property by purchase or by condemnation and the 

payment of eligible relocation and re-establishment costs. 
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SECTION 2. The Executive Director is hereby authorized to settle condemnation 

litigation or enter administrative settlements (a settlement in lieu of initiating condemnation 

litigation) for the acquisition of the real property interests described in Exhibits "A", "B", and "C". 

Such settlements shall be made only upon the recommendation of legal counsel, for amounts 

deemed to be a reasonable estimation of fair market value, and shall not exceed established 

budgets. For all other settlements proposed, the Executive Director shall obtain prior approval 

of the appropriate committee or the Board, per Resolution No. 78-1. 

SECTION 3. The Sound Transit Board of Directors deems the Central Link Light Rail 

Project to be a public use for a public purpose. The Board deems it necessary and in the best 

interests of the citizens residing within the Sound Transit district boundaries to acquire the 

property identified herein as being necessary for the construction, operation and maintenance 

of the Central Link Light Rail Project. The Board directs that all, any portion thereof, of the 

property identified herein be immediately acquired by voluntary agreement, or in lieu of 

agreement, that said properties be condemned, appropriated, taken and damaged for the 

construction, operation and maintenance of the Central Link Light Rail Project, said properties 

being described in Exhibits "A", "B", and "C" incorporated herein by reference and that eligible 

parties be paid relocation and re-establishment costs associated with displacement from the 

properties. 

SECTION 4. The Sound Transit Board of Directors finds that the public health, safety, 

necessity, convenience and welfare demand and require that the above-described properties be 

immediately acquired, condemned, appropriated, taken and damaged for the construction, 

operation and maintenance of the Central Link Light Rail Project. 

SECTION 5. In addition to the authority granted the Executive Director in Section 1 

above, condemnation proceedings are hereby authorized and the authority is hereby delegated 

to the Executive Director to take action as related to such condemnation proceedings to acquire 
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all, or any portion thereof, of the properties and property rights and/or rights in the properties 

described in the attached Exhibits "A", "B", and "C" for the purpose of constructing, owning and 

operating the Central Link Light Rail. The Executive Director is also authorized to make minor 

amendments to the legal descriptions of properties described in the Attached Exhibits "A", 

"B", and "C", as may be necessary to correct scrivener's errors and/or to conform the legal 

description to the precise boundaries of the property required for the project. 

SECTION 6. The funds necessary to acquire the property by purchase or to pay just 

compensation adjudged due after condemnation shall be paid from Sound Transit general 

funds. 

ADOPTED by the Board of the Central Puget Sound Regional Transit 

Authority at a regular meeting thereof held on the 27'h day of April, 2000. 

ATTEST: 

Marcia Walker 
Board Administrator 
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