
SOUND TRANSIT 

MOTION NO. M2008-45 

A motion of the Board of the Central Puget Sound Regional Transit Authority 
authorizing the chief executive officer to distribute for public and technical review 
and comment a draft package of options for expanding regional transit in the 
Sound Transit district. 

Background 

In November 2007, the voters of the Sound Transit District were asked to approve local taxes to 
fund the "Roads & Transit" Proposition 1. Following the proposal's defeat, the Sound Transit 
Board decided to develop options for expanding the regional transit system that could be 
delivered sooner with a lower total cost than the transit component of the "Roads and Transit" 
Proposition 1, and to keep open the option of when to call for the next election. 

Sound Transit has undertaken a detailed, multi-step evaluation of how best to proceed with 
revising the ST2 Plan. This process included consideration of: voters' preferences thro~gh 
surveys and polls, the timing for a vote on a revised package, an assessment of regional high 
capacity transit needs, corridor service concepts and development plans, plan durations and 
funding levels, the proper levels of investment by mode, and the performance of the region's 
highway system and HOV lanes. The Sound Transit Board of Directors explored these issues 
in depth in two special workshops and numerous discussions at Board and Committee 
meetings. 

The Plan map and project list for the 0.4% ST2 DRAFT Package include a near doubling of the 
Link light rail system (18 miles) with ten new stations along extensions to Northgate, Bellevue 
and South 2001

h Street. Also included are up to 12 new daily trips in the Sounder south 
commuter rail corridor, 11 new/improved Sounder stations, a contribution to the demonstration 
of passenger rail service on the BNSF Woodinville Subdivision line, an increase in ST Express 
service hours of 10 to 15 percent in key corridors, 16 miles of new arterial transit lanes, and a 
new streetcar line serving the First Hill and Broadway communities in Seattle. Details of the 
new and improved transit services appear in Attachment A, Mass Transit Expansion Options. 

The Plan map and project list for the 0.5% ST2 DRAFT Package include all the major features 
and components of the 0.4% ST2 DRAFT Package plus 4 additional Link light rail stations on 
extensions to Overlake Transit Center and Highline Community College, contributions toward up 
to 4 additional miles of new arterial transit lanes, and an extension of the First Hill Streetcar 
north to Aloha Street. 

The 0.4% ST2 DRAFT Package would fund an estimated $9.0 billion (YOE$) in new capital 
investments. The 0.5% ST2 DRAFT Package would fund an estimated $10.3 billion (YOE$) in 
new capital investments. 

Sound Transit staff will report back to the Board on the public review and comments so that the 
Board may take these comments into further consideration. Any subsequent Board decisions 
regarding adoption of a final plan and calling for an election to approve local taxes to implement 
such a final plan, will be subject to applicable state law and will be made through separate 



Board actions. These subsequent Board actions would be major decisions which would require 
a two-thirds affirmative vote of the Board. 

Motion: 

A motion of the Board of the Central Puget Sound Regional Transit Authority authorizing 
the chief executive officer to distribute for public and technical review and comment a 
draft package of options for expanding regional transit in the Sound Transit district. 

APPROVED by the Board of the Central Puget Sound Regional Transit Authority at a regular 
meeting thereof held on April 24, 2008. 

ATTEST: 
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Included in both 0.4 and 0.5 options
Link light rail

Existing service
Extension: New service and station 
Environmental review, preliminary 
engineering and available right-of-way 
purchase
Environmental review and preliminary 
engineering

Sounder commuter rail
Existing service
New/improved service, station and/or access

ST Express regional bus
Existing service
New/improved service, station and/or access
New Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) service, 
station and/or access

Other supporting investments
Regional transit partnership contribution
Arterial transit lane improvement
First Hill Link Connector

0.5 additions
Link light rail

 Extension: New service and station

Other supporting investments
 Regional transit partnership contribution
 First Hill Link Connector extension

Legend

Link Light raiL 

Expands the Link light rail line that opens for 
service in 2009 by 18 miles (0.4%) or 23 miles 
(0.5%):  

n North from the University of Washington to the 
Roosevelt and Northgate areas

n East from downtown Seattle across Interstate 
90 to Mercer Island, downtown Bellevue, the 
Overlake Hospital area (0.4%) and Redmond’s 
Overlake Transit Center (0.5%)

n South from Sea-Tac Airport to South 200th Street 
(0.4%) and Highline Community College (0.5%)

n Link connector service serving Seattle’s 
International District, First Hill and Capitol Hill 
at John Street (0.4%) and Aloha Street (0.5%)

Expands light rail with a partnership to extend 
Tacoma Link beyond the downtown area. 

Mass transit expansion options
With traffic congestion growing each year, public feedback to Sound Transit has called for expanding mass transit. 
In response, Sound Transit has identified a targeted set of regional transit expansions that would be delivered 
between 2009 and 2020. With the region’s population projected to increase by 30 percent by 2030, the package 
responds to the highest priority needs by funding light rail, commuter rail and regional express bus service 
expansions around the region that will provide the greatest and most immediate public benefits. These regional 
projects will work in tandem with local transit services to provide more travel options, increasing transit ridership 
and thereby responding to rising environmental concerns. 

The core set of investments described below would be funded by a sales tax increase of four-tenths of one percent 
(0.4%). Adding a potential one-tenth of one percent (total 0.5%) would fund further light rail expansions in the 
south and east corridors and a longer line of Link connector service in Capitol Hill, and contribute to an arterial 
lane partnership project to improve transit time in Shoreline. 

April 2008

Sound Transit plans, builds and operates regional transit systems and services to improve mobility for Central Puget Sound.

Sounder commuter raiL 

Increases Tacoma-Seattle Sounder commuter 
rail service by adding up to 12 new daily trips 
and by potentially increasing platform lengths 
to accommodate longer trains. With a total of 
up to 30 daily trips (15 round trips), this 65 to 
90 percent increase in service would meet strong 
rider demand in the corridor, providing reliable 
and congestion-free travel as population growth 
continues to worsen roadway congestion. 
Contingent upon negotiations with BNSF Railway.St eXPreSS 

St eXPreSS regionaL BuS 

Expands regional express bus routes serving 
the region’s busiest housing and job centers 
with frequent service on major corridors from 
early morning to late at night. ST Express buses 
operate on existing freeway HOV lanes. 
The draft plan boosts service with: 

n New Bus Rapid Transit service on 
State Route 520 to coincide with 
bridge replacement and tolling 

n Up to 20 miles of new arterial transit 
lanes to improve transit speed and 
reliability 

n Increase in service by 10-15 percent 
 in key corridors 



*includes inflation

   coStS 2007 dollars Year of  
expenditure*

  0.4% option:

  Capital costs $6.8 billion $9.0 billion 

  Operating & maintenance    
   (2008-2020)

$0.7 billion $0.9 billion

  0.5% option:

  Capital costs $7.8 billion $10.3 billion 

  Operating & maintenance  
  (2008-2020)

$0.8 billion $1.0 billion

reSPonding to regionaL growth

Continued growth in population and employment puts 
increasing pressure on our transportation system. The draft 
plan responds with targeted investments that provide new 
and expanded transit options to improve near-term and 
future mobility for people who live and work here.

 

Protecting our environment 

With transportation the region’s largest contributor to green-
house gas emissions, one of the most important things people 
can do to reduce their carbon footprints is to use public 
transit. By expanding regional transit options, this package 
would bring about 110,000 more daily riders to Sound 
Transit services  – an increase of 55% or more – by 2030. 

riderShiP

This draft plan takes thousands more cars off roads, with 
expanded train and bus services moving people through the 
region’s most congested corridors. 

2030 Estimated Daily Ridership

Service Without Plan With Plan

Central link 120,000 211,000-224,000

ST Express 52,000 58,000

Sounder 19,000 27,000

Tacoma link 4,000 6,000

Total 195,000 302,000-315,000

Figures reflect near-term demand. Actual long-term system capacity will be much higher.

PaYing For eXPanded ServiceS 

n 4/10 or 5/10 of one percent sales tax increase, or four or 
five cents for every $10 retail purchase

n Typical new cost per adult is $55 (0.4%) or $69 (0.5%) 
annually

n Continuation of existing Sound Move taxes (0.4% sales 
tax and 0.3% vehicle license tax) 

imProved Station acceSS

Provides funds that will allow more people to access 
regional transit services at key locations. Access 
improvements in and around Auburn, Edmonds, 
Everett, Kent, Lakewood, Lynnwood (including 
Ash Way and Mariner), Mukilteo, Puyallup, South 
Tacoma, Sumner, Tacoma and Tukwila will be tailored 
to the needs of each location and may include:  
n Expanded parking
n Pedestrian improvements at or near stations 
n Additional bus/transfer facilities for improved 

feeder service to stations
n Bicycle access and storage at stations 
n New and expanded drop-off areas to encourage 

ridesharing

eaStSide PaSSenger raiL PartnerShiP

Provides funds for a potential contribution to a 
partnership for Eastside passenger rail operation 
on freight right-of-way there. Sound Transit and 
the Puget Sound Regional Council are currently 
evaluating the potential benefits of passenger rail 
operation on this corridor.  

PartnerShiP ProjectS to imProve moBiLitY

Contributes funds to complete projects in conjunction 
with other parties, improving access to service and 
transit travel times:
n Tacoma Link extension
n Bothell transit center/parking garage
n Burien parking garage
n Kirkland parking garage (0.4% only)
n Shoreline transit lane improvements (0.5% only)

Link Light raiL FeatureS 

In addition to extending the Central Link light rail 
line with 18 or 23 miles of new light rail, the package 
supports moving forward rapidly with further 
extensions to Tacoma, Redmond and Lynnwood 
in a future phase by funding environmental review, 
preliminary engineering and early right-of-way 
purchases. 

Fast, frequent service
Light rail trains operate in their own right-of-way, 
providing fast, reliable service that isn’t delayed by 
congestion. Trains will run 20 hours per day and 
every few minutes during rush hours. 

Ample room to grow
System capacity can be expanded to meet long-term 
needs from continued population growth by running 
trains as often as every four minutes with up to 
four cars, each train carrying up to 800 riders, for 
an hourly capacity of up to 12,000 riders in each 
direction. Stations will act as hubs where riders 
transfer between buses and congestion-free light rail 
service.   

 Sample light rail travel times 

Microsoft to downtown Bellevue 11 min.
Northgate to downtown Seattle: 15 min. 
Bellevue to Qwest Field: 20 min. 
UW to downtown Bellevue: 30 min.
Highline C.C. to Safeco Field: 37 min. 

Estimated growth by 2030 Population Employment
Bellevue +24% +39%
Burien/Tukwila/renton +16% +34%
Capitol Hill/Queen Anne +20% +23%
Downtown Seattle +79% +24%
Everett +25% +38%
Federal Way/Auburn +17% +33%
Kent +35% +30%
lynnwood/Edmonds +34% +50%
North Seattle +13% +29%
redmond/Kirkland +26% +40%
South Seattle +7% +29%
Tacoma +18% +28%

[Summary Needs Assessment, Parsons Brinckerhoff for Sound Transit, January 2008]
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