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Joe Kunzler 
 

27 October 2021 

 
Dear Sound Transit Board and Esteemed CCs; 

Mr. Go Sound Transit here.  I am morally obligated to register again an objection in 

M2021-56, namely your request to, "Sound Transit asks that the Legislature allows 

Sound Transit to receive state transportation grant funding, which is currently 

prohibited".  Sorry to say I cannot support this as the WSDOT grant pot is so small 
right now. 

 

For instance and I'm speaking only for me, Everett Transit won $1.92 million in 

grants to charge their electric buses.  Everett Transit is a member of the ORCA Pod, 

and Everett Transit is a contributor to the Sound Transit network.  $1.92 million is 

not going to get Sound Transit light rail anywhere faster; but denying that to a 
small transit that lacks your unique revenue tools is denying a little transit their 

dreams of being a beacon of hope to so many - including me - we can electrify our 

transit fleets.  This is misbehavior I cannot stand behind. 

Then there's Community Transit, also part of the ORCA pod and a contributor to the 

Sound Transit network.  In Community Transit's public-facing draft budget on page 
21 of the PDF and page 18 of the print document - Community Transit only expects 

$4.1 million in state aid and $19.6 million from Sound Transit.  Is Sound Transit 

going to backfill that $4.1 million?  It takes billions to speed up light rail and only a 

few million taken from small and medium-sized transit agencies to do immense & 

possibly irreparable harm. 
 

Don't get me started on what harm is coming to those transits outside of the 

Central Puget Sound if this proposal is carried out without a tripling of the WSDOT 

transit grants pot.  What local projects do you want to deny for what reasons 

exactly?  I should not have to choose between you and my home team which is 

under resourced and too-grant dependent as-is.  This policy proposal forces just 
that horrendous choice upon all of your friends, it's that bad. 

In executive summary: If the state legislature wants to cut Sound Transit some 

direct aid outside of the WSDOT grants program based on fair preconditions I'm all 

for helping win that.  I'm appalled Sound Transit staff are even having Alex Soldano 

champion this absurd, hurtful discussion about pitting Sound Transit 12s against 
Everett Transit fans & Community Transit fans for starters.  If public comment truly 

makes the Sound Transit Board go, then now's the time for the Boardmembers to 

please speak up and strike the inflammatory request to raid WSDOT transit grants 

instead of make the grant pot significantly bigger first - like tripled please.. 

Very strategically asking nicely; 
Joe A. Kunzler 

growlernoise@gmail.com 

 

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.heraldnet.com%2Fnews%2Feverett-to-get-wireless-electric-bus-chargers-via-grants%2F&data=04%7C01%7CEmailTheBoard%40soundtransit.org%7C01d247a500c943067cc008d9997afba8%7Cca24b0afd8fb4e629ead8b37062261d0%7C1%7C0%7C637709575751966841%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=UwjsgW0QvBMGKuIxMzauIKDGKmUcjT2tbmWtPcVk%2Bx8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.heraldnet.com%2Fnews%2Feverett-to-get-wireless-electric-bus-chargers-via-grants%2F&data=04%7C01%7CEmailTheBoard%40soundtransit.org%7C01d247a500c943067cc008d9997afba8%7Cca24b0afd8fb4e629ead8b37062261d0%7C1%7C0%7C637709575751966841%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=UwjsgW0QvBMGKuIxMzauIKDGKmUcjT2tbmWtPcVk%2Bx8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.communitytransit.org%2Fdocs%2Fdefault-source%2Fabout-documents%2Fbudget-financials%2F2022-budget-fpo-version.pdf%3Fsfvrsn%3D74b8e2ab_0&data=04%7C01%7CEmailTheBoard%40soundtransit.org%7C01d247a500c943067cc008d9997afba8%7Cca24b0afd8fb4e629ead8b37062261d0%7C1%7C0%7C637709575751976802%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=VQm11gOtM8X9WJx6mdnTTlFJPRBHiO0ix2YquIRLNlI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.communitytransit.org%2Fdocs%2Fdefault-source%2Fabout-documents%2Fbudget-financials%2F2022-budget-fpo-version.pdf%3Fsfvrsn%3D74b8e2ab_0&data=04%7C01%7CEmailTheBoard%40soundtransit.org%7C01d247a500c943067cc008d9997afba8%7Cca24b0afd8fb4e629ead8b37062261d0%7C1%7C0%7C637709575751976802%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=VQm11gOtM8X9WJx6mdnTTlFJPRBHiO0ix2YquIRLNlI%3D&reserved=0
mailto:growlernoise@gmail.com


Joyce Hengesbach 
 
The substance of this message is within an letter submitted to the Board and attached at the end of 

this document. 

Federal Way City Council 
 
Hello Board Members,  
  
Please see the attached letter and link to the video City Council approved on 10/19/2021 to send for 
public comment.  The video shows an aerial view of the proposed sites in Federal Way and all of the 
businesses and homes impacted by having the OMF South site in Federal Way. 
  
If you have any questions, please contact Council President Susan Honda at 
Susan.Honda@cityoffederalway.com or 253-350-1927. 
  
OMF South Video  (1:52) 
  
  
Thank you, 
Jeri-Lynn Clark 
  
Executive Assistant to Council 
Housing Repair Administrator 
33325 8th Ave So., Federal Way, WA 98003 
Ph: 253.835.2401 | Cell: 253.350.7665 |Fx: 253.835.2409 
www.cityoffederalway.com  

 
  
NOTICE OF PUBLIC DISCLOSURE: This e-mail account is public domain. Any correspondence from or to this e-mail account may 
be a public record. Accordingly, this e-mail, in whole or in part, may be subject to disclosure pursuant to RCW 42.56, regardless 
of any claim of confidentiality or privilege asserted by an external party. 
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